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12th and 13th December 2020 : Third Sunday of Advent : Gaudete 
 

 

In this middle part of Advent we always hear of Saint John the Baptist in our Sundays’ 
gospels.  This week we have a meditation from Saint Augustine for us to ponder: 

John is the voice, but the Lord is the Word who was in the beginning.  John is 
the voice that lasts for a time; from the beginning Christ is the Word who lives for 
ever.  Take away the word, the meaning, and what is the voice?  Where there is no 
understanding, there is only a meaningless sound.  The voice without the word 
strikes the ear but does not build up the heart.  

However, let us observe what happens when 
we first seek to build up our hearts.  When I think 
about what I am going to say, the word or message 
is already in my heart.  When I want to speak to you, 
I look for a way to share with your heart what is 
already in mine.  In my search for a way to let this 
message reach you, so that the word already in my 
heart may find place also in yours, I use my voice to 
speak to you.  The sound of my voice brings the meaning of the word to you and then 
passes away.  The word which the sound has brought to you is now in your heart, 
and yet it is still also in mine.  When the word has been conveyed to you, does not 
the sound seem to say: The word ought to grow, and I should diminish?  The sound 
of the voice has made itself heard in the service of the word, and has gone away, as 
though it were saying: My joy is complete.  Let us hold on to the word; we must not 
lose the word conceived inwardly in our hearts. 



Do you need proof that the voice passes away but the divine Word remains?  
Where is John’s baptism today?  It served its purpose, and it went away.  Now it is 
Christ’s baptism that we celebrate.  It is in Christ that we all believe; we hope for 
salvation in him. This is the message the voice cried out.  Because it is hard to 
distinguish word from voice, even John himself was thought to be the Christ.  The 
voice was thought to be the word.  But the voice acknowledged what it was, anxious 
not to give offence to the word.  I am not the Christ, he said, nor Elijah, nor the 
prophet.  And the question came: Who are you, then?  He replied: I am the voice of 
one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way for the Lord.  The voice of one crying in 
the wilderness is the voice of one breaking the silence.  Prepare the way for the Lord, 
he says, as though he were saying: “I speak out in order to lead him into your hearts, 
but he does not choose to come where I lead him unless you prepare the way for 
him.”  What does prepare the way mean, if not “pray well”?  What does prepare the 
way mean, if not “be humble in your thoughts”?  We should take our lesson from 
John the Baptist. He is thought to be the Christ; he declares he is not what they think.  
He does not take advantage of their mistake to further his own glory.  

If he had said, “I am the Christ,” you can imagine how readily he would have 
been believed, since they believed he was the Christ even before he spoke.  But he 
did not say it; he acknowledged what he was.  He pointed out clearly who he was; 
he humbled himself.  He saw where his salvation lay.  He understood that he was a 
lamp, and his fear was that it might be blown out by the wind of pride. 
 

Coming back to Mass 
 

Public Mass is available on Saturday in Southwell at 6.00pm and on Sunday in 
Calverton at 10.45am.  The Government has placed our parish in Tier 3 which 
precludes any social interaction in or at church (outside of our bubble), but we can 
come to church with a maximum (including priest and stewards) of 20 people in 
Southwell and 24 people in Calverton. 

To book a place telephone Kathleen and Robert Dixon on 01636 813874, at any 
reasonable time from Monday morning; if there’s no reply leave a message with your 
name and number, or try ringing again a few minutes later.  Don’t use any other 
number to contact Kathleen and Robert, and please also note: 
X A place needs to be booked for each individual who plans to attend; 
X You’ll be asked to provide a telephone number, to be passed onto Public Health 

England if needed as part of the ‘Test and Trace’ system; 
X Sunday Masses bookings can be made during the preceding week only.  



NHS Covid-19 App and the QR Code in Church 
 

Along with most public buildings both of our churches and the parish hall now have 
their own QR code, situated just inside the door.  If you have a smart-phone please 
scan the code as you come in, enabling you to ‘check in’ and assisting with the 
Government’s Track and Trace system.  Please note this is in addition to booking a 
place at Mass, and not instead – please continue to book for Mass as well! 
 

What to expect when coming to Mass 
 

In order to comply with the Bishop’s guidelines on celebrating Masses in the covid-
19 period there’ll be some differences in that way we come to Mass and the way 
Mass is celebrated.  Please follow these directions, and recognise that those asking 
you to follow the directions are volunteers themselves: 
X Please don’t attend if you show any symptoms of covid-19; 
X Try to arrive no earlier than half an hour before Mass, and no later than ten 

minutes before Mass, to allow time for each person to enter one-by-one; 
X Enter via the car park and follow the one-way signs, waiting by the 2 metre 

markers in front of the church door if others have arrived before you; 
X Ensure you bring a mask to wear throughout the time in church, except when 

receiving Holy Communion; 
X Please use the hand-sanitiser (provided) on arrival; 
X Please take one of the Mass Sheets, and a Newsletter, and take them home with 

you after Mass; 
X Put your weekly offering into the basket in the narthex; at present there are two 

collections as we’re ‘catching up’ the second collections; 
X There won’t be any holy water available, the repository will be closed, and there 

are no Catholic papers currently available; 
X Please sit on the seat to which you are directed, following the one-way system; 

seating is at two-metre intervals (in Southwell couples can sit next to each other, 
and families in a single pew; in Calverton the chairs have been laid out singularly); 

X Please avoid any contact with other parishioners; don’t speak unless necessary; 
X Only the disabled toilet will be available for use, and only if absolutely necessary.  

If you do use the toilet, please do so before you are seated, and then go to your 
seat (in Southwell, by exiting the hall lobby, walking around the side of the church, 
and re-entering the church through the main door, following the one-way system); 

X Windows and doors will be open to enable as much ventilation as possible; 



X The Mass Sheet will explain the changes in the way Mass is celebrated, especially: 
o There will be no congregational singing; 
o Responses will be made with quiet voices; 
o There will be no ministries (eg altar servers, readers) during Mass; 
o There will be no sign of peace; 

X After Mass you will be invited to receive Holy Communion; then exit the church 
following the one-way system, out into the car park, and leave immediately. 

X Since it is not permitted to gather publicly in Tier 3 please ensure that you don’t 
linger in the car park after Mass, tempting as it is to chat with fellow parishioners! 

X As the weather becomes colder please dress appropriately for the weather and 
temperature. 

 
Ways to continue to participate in the life of the Church 

 

The readings and prayers for Mass each day can be found here: 
• https://universalis.com/europe.england.nottingham/mass.htm 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from our Cathedral in Nottingham at the following times: 
• Sundays and Saturdays: 10am; Weekdays: 1pm 

The link to the televised Mass is here: 
• http://www.stbarnabascathedral.org.uk/01_Community/livestream.html 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from the National Shrine and Minor Basilica of Our Lady in 
Walsingham each day at 12 noon: 
• http://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream 

 

Sunday Mass, celebrated by Bishop Patrick, will be broadcast from his chapel at 
Bishop’s House each Sunday at 10am, and other days and times during the week: 
• www.youtube.com/channel/UCaf7upUMsn3Kl8GD79FotjQ/featured?fbclid=I

wAR1JRpqkdO0rHZY98bsnSC_N9TKbvSKXv0L5bT4yVCcMTHaVmAwaW4g-rAk 
 

Resources for children and young people can be found via the Nottingham Diocesan 
Catholic Youth Service’s (NDCYS) website: 
• https://ndcys.com 

For special Advent-themed Services each Wednesday evening at 8.00pm, exploring 
the themes of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love: 
• https://www.youtube.com/ndcyslive 

 

There are ideas for children’s liturgy on Cafod’s website: 
• https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy  



Sea Sunday : This Sunday 
 

Since we missed Sea Sunday earlier in the year, on Sunday we’ll have a Day of Prayer 
for all those who live and work at sea.  Without them we would not have most of the 
items we buy in the shops. 

The Apostleship of the Sea operates in all the major ports throughout the 
world.  A seafarers’ pay is very low by UK standards: they work shifts, seven days a 
week, for up to nine months, and many send most of their money home to support 
their families.  They do get rest time but imagine working every day, without a 
weekend or day off, for nine months.  And all this time, they are far away from their 
family and loved ones.  A ship visit from the Apostleship of the Sea means seeing a 
friendly face, someone to talk to, and often the chance to gather for Mass.  Your 
contributions next Sunday will help this work continue, bringing support to seafarers 
both practically and spiritually. 
 

Christmas Masses 
 

Sincere thanks to those who have suggested how our programme of Masses might 
be arranged for Christmas, and especially to the stewards, cleaners and bookings 
operators who are making themselves available to ensure as many people as 
possible can come to Mass at Christmastime.  Our celebrations will be: 
• Christmas Vigil Mass – Thursday 24th December, 6.00pm, Calverton 
• Christmas Midnight Mass – Thursday 24th December, 11.00pm, Southwell 
• Christmas Dawn Mass – Friday 25th December, 8.30am, Southwell 
• Christmas Day Mass – Friday 25th December, 11.00am, Calverton 
• Holy Family Mass – Saturday 26th December, 6.00pm, Southwell 
• Holy Family Mass – Sunday 27th December, 10.45am, Calverton 

Bookings can be made for any of these six Masses by telephoning Kathleen and 
Robert Dixon on 01636 813874 at any reasonable time from Monday 21st December 
onwards.  Bookings will be on a first-come, first-served basis, with alternative 
availability offered if the Mass you wish to attend is already fully booked. 
 

Special prayer intentions for Advent 
 

During Advent we’re encouraged to pray especially for: 
• Migrants and Refugees (especially on Migrants’ Day, 3rd December) 
• Expectant Mothers (especially on the fourth Sunday of Advent, 20th December)  



A Spiritual Communion 
 

Spiritual Communion is the heartfelt desire to receive Our Lord, even when we are 
unable to do so.  If you are live-streaming the Mass, or praying the texts of the Mass, 
when it comes to the time for receiving Holy Communion pray instead the prayer: 
 

From Saint Alphonsus Liguori: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love 

you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot at this 
moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I 

embrace you as being already there and unite myself wholly to you.  Never permit 
me to be separated from you.  Amen. 

 
Prayer during the Coronavirus Pandemic 

 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope.  We 
entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.  At the foot of the Cross you 

participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.  You, Salvation of the Roman 
People, know what we need.  We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you 

did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial.  
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do 
what Jesus tells us: He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows 

to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection.  Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.  Do not despise our 
pleas – we who are put to the test and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and 

blessed Virgin.  Amen. 
 

A Prayer to my Guardian Angel when I can’t get to Mass 
 

Dear Guardian Angel, go for me to the church, there kneel down at Mass for me.  
At the Offertory, take me to God, and offer him my service: what I am, what I have, 

offer as my gift.  At the Consecration, with your seraphic strength, adore my 
Saviour truly present, praying for those who have loved me, for those who have 

offended me, and for those now deceased, that the blood of Jesus may purify them 
all.  During Holy Communion, bring to me the Body and Blood of Jesus uniting him 
with me in spirit, so that my heart may become his dwelling place.  Plead with him, 
that through his sacrifice all people throughout the world may be saved.  When the 

Mass ends, bring home to me and to every home, the Lord's blessing.  Amen. 



Home Mission Sunday 
 

Each year the Church in England and Wales celebrates Home Mission Sunday in 
September, but this year September held so many challenges for everyone that it 
was moved to Gaudete Sunday.  So today we have a time to focus on Evangelisation. 

Our Mission is to help the local Church share the joy of the Gospel so the 
connection Gaudete Sunday.  Preparing for Christmas gives us opportunities to share 
our faith with the people we love.  We might invite friends or family to pray with us, 
to watch a live-streamed Mass with us, or perhaps to come to church for a time of 
private prayer.  Even the promise of a prayer for someone we know spreads our faith. 

Whatever we do may we share the Good News during these turbulent times. 
 

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Multi-Academy Trust 
 

The Lay Chaplains of the Our Lady of Lourdes CMAT (the organisation which runs all 
of our diocesan Catholic schools in Nottinghamshire) would like to invite you to their 
Virtual Advent Liturgy on Tuesday 15th December at 7pm.  The Service will be hosted 
by each of the 21 schools that form our Catholic Multi-Academy Trust. 

To join the Liturgy follow the link: shorturl.at/pzGHN or go to the Trust 
Chaplaincy website – Be Inspirational – where you can also find the lyrics for the 
Advent carols to be sung during the Liturgy! 

https://www.beinspirational.co.uk/tues-15th-dec-7pm-olol-advent-liturgy/ 
 

Southwell Minster Christingle Trail 
 

Southwell Minster, has teamed up with the Children’s Society and Muddy Church to 
do Christingle in a different way this year.  Instead of a service there will be a 
Christingle Trail around the grounds of The Minster, along with take-away Christingle 
bags to make at home, and a short on-line Christingle service to watch. 

This innovative way to celebrate Advent and enjoy Christingle is open to 
anyone on their own or in family groups: all that is needed is a smart phone to follow 
QR codes, and to follow normal social distancing guidelines.  Head for the North 
Porch during the times given below.  We really look forward to seeing you! 

The Christingle Trail will be available on Saturday 12th December, 10.00am – 
4.00pm and Sunday 13th December, 12.00 noon – 4.00pm 
For more information please contact the event coordinator, Nick Harding, at 
nick@nickharding.net or on 07426 530599.  



Celebrating Advent across our Diocese 
 

Praying with Our Lady through Advent – We are invited to pray one extra Hail 
Mary each day in Advent, asking for Our Lady’s prayers to help all of us, as a Diocese, 
open our hearts and minds to welcome Jesus afresh this Christmas.  Mary was the 
first person to welcome Him into her life and her intercession can help us to draw 
closer to Him and feel His presence with us anew this Christmas.  Every other day 
you will be able to watch people from our Diocese pray the Hail Mary in different 
languages on the diocesan social media sites, search for Diocese of Nottingham or 
Bishop Patrick McKinney on Twitter, Facebook and YouTube. 

Living Advent Podcast – Living Advent is a weekly podcast series throughout 
Advent exploring the virtues of Hope, Love, Joy and Peace with people from across 
the Diocese and how we can live them out.  We speak to a young husband and father, 
a musician, a retired social worker and a police officer.  You can find it on your usual 
podcast service by searching ‘Living Advent Podcast’ or visit 
www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/podcasts for links on how to stream or download it. 

Diocesan Carol Service – Carol Services are a wonderful family tradition of our 
Advent and Christmas celebrations, and often are a great opportunity to invite those 
who are not regular churchgoers to connect with our parish communities.  This can 
be quite challenging to do this year so we are offered a virtual Diocesan Carol Service.  
We will celebrate a short online Service on Friday 18th December at 6.00pm on 
Bishop Patrick’s YouTube Channel (www.youtube.com/BishopPatrickMckinney) with 
readings, music, prayers and reflections.  Please join us as a family and invite others 
to join us too.  After the Service grab a mince pie, something warm to drink and join 
us on zoom for our family Christmas Quiz (6:45pm-7:15pm).  The link and access code 
will be given out during the Service. 

Being a disciple web series – January is a time when work at being a better 
person, why not explore how we can be a grow as a disciple of Jesus?  On the four 
Thursdays of January we will explore a different aspect of what it means to be a 
Catholic disciple with Brendan Thompson, the CEO of Catholic Voices, in a web series 
on Zoom.  Catholic Voices is an international organisation that shares the Good News 
in the global media.  This will be a great foundation for parishes and individuals to 
explore how we support each other in growing as Catholic disciples.  Register here: 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMrcuygqjwpGdNBRC5NIQ46Eu1bleEg246A 
For information on how to access things on zoom visit: 
www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/information/diocesan-
commissions/01_commission-adult-formation/using-zoom  



Thoughts from Cardinal Pell about the Church Today 
 

The following is a version of His Eminence, George Cardinal Pell’s remarks, delivered via video 
link to participants in the Global Foundation’s Rome Roundtable, which took place on 16th and 
17th November.  This edition was previously published in The Catholic Herald. 
 

Rebuilding community trust is an enormous topic and a special challenge for the 
Catholic Church in many countries, for the Vatican, for some national hierarchies, particularly 
in the wake of the sexual abuse scandals, where we have probably passed high tide, and with 
the financial scandals which unfortunately, might continue to offer rich pickings for 
adversaries of the Church and of conservative social values for some considerable period. 

The McCarrick Report might be imperfect, but is an important step towards an 
appropriate transparency.  The senior English-speaking ‘Vaticanista’ John L. Allen was correct 
in his judgement that “the crucial historical point may be the fact that it happened at all”, 
rather than the report’s disturbing content.  Allen’s wondering is misplaced, however, when 
it comes to his question whether anyone in the Vatican actually understands the magnitude 
of the precedent they have just set: Some of us clearly do, and many have been on the public 
record for years about the necessity and inevitability of financial transparency. 

However, I am not going to speak about the particular challenges facing the Church.  
The topic is too big, we are too close to the action, and I am now in retirement dedicated to 
the quiet life.  My faith-based comments will address one set of changes especially as they are 
occurring in the Western World.  Without in any sense denying or obscuring the formidable 
cultural and religious influence of the Judaeo-Christian tradition in the West, its principal 
characteristic since the advent of television and the pill is religious decline; a decline in the 
number and often the percentage of Church members and a decline in the participation rates 
of many of those who choose to remain. 

Not unsurprisingly, there is often a reluctance to admit the extent of this problem and 
even more to discuss what is happening and what might be done to reverse the decline.  
However, when the process is far advanced as in Catholic Belgium and Holland, parts of 
France, or among liberal Protestant communities the forced closure and sale of many church 
buildings and the radical pastoral reorganization from the reduction in the number of parishes 
meant that these changes cannot be ignored.  Church leaders have to grapple regularly with 
the consequences of this decline for the communities themselves.  In many places, vocations 
to the priesthood have declined — sometimes dramatically — eg in Ireland, which still has too 
many priests but almost no diocesan seminarians.  (There are now more bishops in Ireland 
than seminarians in Maynooth).  Many religious orders are passing out of existence, the 
presence of religious in schools and hospitals has almost ceased.  Some predominantly lay 
forces eg Opus Dei, the NeoCatechumenal Way, and particularly in Italy the Sant’Egidio 
community and Communion and Liberation (Comunione e Liberazione) are significant players, 
while perhaps the most surprising development is the enthusiasm for the Old Rite / Tridentine 
Mass and the hundreds of seminarians, often from the USA and France, studying for the 
priesthood in Old Rite institutes. 



My ambition is to venture a few 
thoughts about the consequences on the 
wider society, on public institutions and 
conventions, on public opinion in secular 
society, on social capital, on the 
constituents of what we call common 
sense from a waning of denominational 
Christian influence.  The fundamental 
constituent of Christianity is monotheism; 
a belief that the one true God is the God of 
Abraham, Isaac & Jacob and the Father of 
Jesus Christ.  Also important is the belief 
that the Trinitarian unique God is the 
Creator God of the Universe, benign, 
rational and interested in us.  That there 
exists only one God, is recognised by faith 
and reason.  Western civilization until 
recently acknowledged its debts to both 
Athens and Jerusalem, just as it took many 
of its legislative and constitutive elements 

from the Roman Empire: from the rule of the Emperors, although the earlier Roman Republic 
has always provided inspiration for contemporary republicans. 

The Judaeo-Christian God is not like a God who constructed a watch, wound it up and 
left it to its own devices.  Nor does our concept of God envisage a Supreme Intelligence who 
is somehow responsible for the Big Bang which has continued to evolve following the beautiful 
and the simple laws of physics for about 14 billion years (perhaps), but is not interested in us 
on our tiny planet earth, with the only beings we know of capable of knowing and loving.  
Another dimension of the Judaeo-Christian teaching is even more disconcerting, because it 
sees the loving Creator God as a lawmaker and final judge to whom everyone will answer, no 
matter their level of knowledge about meaning and doubt, good and evil, purpose and chance.  
The consequences of believing in the existence of this loving, demanding Creator God — who 
knows what He is doing — have been incorporated into all European legal systems since the 
legal code of Emperor Theodosius II and his co-emperor Valentinian III in 438AD, and continue 
to be important despite the French Revolution of 1789, the Communist Russian Revolution of 
1917, and the European Union’s 2007 refusal even to mention the contribution of Christianity 
in its declaration marking the 50th anniversary of the bloc’s foundation. 

Not many were or are able to spell out the contents of the Christian package even in 
my rudimentary categories, but many or most Europeans have lived and died at least for 1600 
years believing that they had a divinely sanctioned set of moral requirements to follow, which 
also bound their rulers, and that their eternal happiness depended on their fidelity to these 
teachings.  If millions of people cease to so believe, it is not at all implausible that their 



personal standards of conduct and the content of the State’s laws will change, perhaps slowly, 
or erratically according to the new consensus. 

A couple of basic clarifications might be useful.  I am not suggesting that the Judaeo-
Christian tradition is the only source of altruism in the Western World, much less across other 
civilisations.  Nor am I requiring the source of altruism to be religious although it usually is.  
Civilisations have been built on the teachings of Buddha and Confucius, neither of them 
explicit theists, while the militant and expansionary monotheism of Islam, with its often 
Western-inspired terrorism and the Quran’s endorsement of violence, (not terrorism) is also 
a powerful source of altruism.  Trust in religious communities is often undermined by the claim 
that religion causes wars and that all religions are basically similar.  Therefore, Islamic 
terrorism damages the standing of all religions.  Wars have been fought for religious motives 
but religion has no monopoly over war because none of the worst tyrants of the twentieth 
century, Lenin, Stalin, Mao and Pol Pot were religious people, and they were all atheists, 
except possibly Hitler who was bitterly anti-Catholic as well as being insanely anti-Semitic. 

It has to be conceded that the legislative changes inspired by the culture wars and the 
secularists’ high-minded struggles against the deplorables have reflected and deepened 
changes in behaviour.  Despite the easy availability of contraception and now the morning 
after pill, every Western country has tens of thousands of abortions (at different rates) and 
the birth rate everywhere below replacement level, continues to fall.  After the introduction 
of no-fault divorce, the number of divorces soared to one in three marriages, although this 
has levelled in some countries because more men and women are not marrying when they 
cohabit.  Homosexuality is no longer regarded as a disorder with the introduction of 
homosexual marriages, although heteronormativity continues to enjoy majority approval.  
Voluntary euthanasia is now being legalised in an increasing number of jurisdictions, so that 
de facto and de iure involuntary euthanasia will undoubtedly follow.  How many other changes 
might be on the way, unrecognised, unacknowledged and undesired? 

The Universe is either designed by the Intelligence or is the product of chance; or it 
might be impossible to know.  Is our own confidence in the power of reason reasonable or is 
it a misleading myth, perhaps a dead end, which means that the dialogue, discussion, and 
debate such as we are enjoying at the moment, are not only to be avoided but to be forbidden 
on some topics as useless, perhaps because offensive to people who feel under no imperative 
to justify their sensitivities?  If all human beings are not made in the image of God, if there is 
no commandment or encouragement to love all other humans, not least because there is so 
little in our DNA to distinguish us from other higher animals, where do we find the basis for 
universal human rights, much less for social justice for the disabled, the unproductive, those 
whose life no longer has a dignity worthy of life?  Is concern for the common good a distraction 
or hypocritical?  Why should all these unproductive humans have a vote?  Democracies are 
often slow-moving and indecisive in times of crisis such as covid (unlike China).  In the thirties 
a good deal of enlightened opinion regarded democracies as old fashioned, which helps 
explain Churchill’s description of democracy as the least bad alternative for Government. 

It is noteworthy that the English-speaking peoples retained much of the Judaeo-



Christian framework for their public life, when powerful alternative visions ruled much of 
Europe and Asia.  Class wars and the demonisation of the capitalists replaced universal love 
for Marxist Communists while the Nazis’ racial supremacy and the dehumanising of the Jews 
dominated in Hitler’s Germany.  So too, the driving force and the ambitions behind the 
revolution in North America were different from those in 1789 France, when liberty, equality, 
and fraternity degenerated temporarily into the Terror, regicide, and the persecution of 
Catholics and aristocrats.  So there is an irony, a break with historical precedent in the fact 
that the ‘woke’ generation phenomenon began mainly in the English-speaking world.  It is 
here above all that we find the demand for safe spaces and trigger warnings to alert those 
liable to be offended. 

In this fractured world, which does not pay even lip service to the concept of truth and 
the role of reason, we have only a multiplicity of competing opinions: power plays to be 
enforced, opponents to be silenced—even at universities; identity politics, not universal 
fraternity and sorority; censorship imposed by the mob and social media.  All this represents 
a regression to tribalism, which needs to be resisted by all those who value Western 
civilization; free speech, the rule of law, democratic procedures, a tolerance of diversity, 
religious freedom, the separation of powers.  University authorities have been slow to resist, 
too ready to disinvite speakers out of fear of public protests. I hope this is not old-fashioned 
capitulation, but more of an understated long-term programme to protect reasoned 
discussion and debate, and to encourage a respect for learning.  These incidents represent a 
new low, an escalation or radical degradation of the culture wars, which have waxed and 
waned for decades now.  I hope they are not a glimpse of the future as they are the antithesis 
of striving together for the global common good, especially when there are differences and 
tensions to be negotiated. 

My thesis values the separation of Church and State, not least for the protection it 
offers to the practice of religion and the irreligious.  My self-appointed task is not to explain 
the benefits deriving from other religious traditions, but to point out the way Judaeo-Christian 
monotheism contributes to the cultural practices and understandings which enable our 
modern Western societies to thrive.  Christians need to demonstrate their integrity, by a basic 
transparency about their teachings and performance, so that they can continue to deepen 
community trust.  Despite the scandals and because of them Christians must continue to teach 
Christian virtues and Christian truths, to defend and exemplify the importance of reason, 
truth, universal rights, and forgiveness in our democracies, as well as the more typical and 
controversial areas of love and life, family and sexuality.  Christian leaders should continue to 
keep God in the public conversation, as often happens, rhetorically at least, in the United 
States, but rarely occurs in Australia, much less in New Zealand. 

Prophets and philosophers from Moses through Plato to Machiavelli have regarded it 
as important to be included among the friends of God.  I strongly believe it is more useful for 
a society to have some knowledge of what God wants than to be trying to control the climate.  
As Machiavelli asked in his book on The Art of War, “How can those who scorn God respect 
man?”  



The Great ‘O’ Antiphons 
 

Each evening, during Vespers (Evening Prayer) the Magnificat is prayed, the Canticle 
of Mary, found in Luke’s Gospel (chapter 1, verses 46-55).  The Magnificat is always 
preceded and concluded with an Antiphon, and during the last days of Advent the 
Antiphons reflect the season, imploring Our Lord to come again, and using a variety 
of titles.  These same titles are used in the gospel acclamations of each day of Advent 
from 17th December onwards, but are more commonly known to us in the hymn ‘O 
come, O come, Emmanuel’ which has seven verses, one for each title.  The titles are 
shown below, in Latin, and when the initial letters are taken together and reversed, 
they spell out: Ero Cras.  This is the Latin for ‘I will be, tomorrow’, which is what we 
know will happen after we have sung the final Antiphon on the evening of 23rd 
December—tomorrow, on the evening of 24th December, we begin to see Jesus 
appearing in our midst.  A medieval monastic acrostic! 
 

17 December  -  O Sapientia  O Wisdom, you come forth from the mouth of 
the Most High.  You fill the universe and hold all things together in a strong 
yet gentle manner.  O come to teach us the way of truth. 
18 December  -  O Adonai  O Powerful One and leader of Israel, you 

appeared to Moses in a burning bush and you gave him the law on Sinai.  O 
come and save us with your mighty power. 

19 December  -  O Radix Jesse  O root of Jesse, you stand as a signal 
for the nations; kings fall silent before you whom the peoples acclaim.  O 
come to deliver us, and do not delay. 
20 December  -  O Clavis David  O key of David and sceptre of Israel, 

what you open no one else can close again; what you close no one can open.  
O come to lead the captive from prison; free those who sit in darkness and 
in the shadow of death. 

21 December  -  O Oriens  O Rising Sun, you are the splendour of eternal 
light and the sun of justice.  O come and enlighten those who sit in darkness 
and in the shadow of death. 
22 December  -  O Rex Gentium  O King whom all the peoples desire, 

you are the cornerstone which makes all one.  O come and save man whom 
you made from clay. 

23 December  -  O Emmanuel  O Emmanuel, you are our king and 
judge, the One whom the peoples await and their saviour.  O come and save 
us, Lord, our God.  



2021 – The Year of Saint Joseph 
 

Pope Francis has declared a special Year of Saint Joseph to mark the 150th 
anniversary of Blessed Pius IX’s proclamation of Saint Joseph as Patron of the 
Universal Church.  The Year of Saint Joseph will run from Tuesday 8th December 2020, 
until Wednesday 8th December 2021.  The Pope has also decreed a plenary 
indulgence for the Year of Saint Joseph, available to the faithful under the usual 
conditions, for various acts of devotion. 

In an Apostolic Letter, Patris corde – With a father’s heart – Pope Francis 
describes the guardian of Our Lord as beloved, tender and loving, obedient, 
accepting father; one, who is both courageous and industrious, content to live and 
work “in the shadows” while he protected and provided for our Lord and Our Lady. 

“His patient silence was the prelude to concrete expressions of trust,” Pope 
Francis wrote in the Letter.  “Our world today needs fathers.  It has no use for tyrants 
who would domineer others as a means of compensating for their own needs, and 
rejects those who confuse authority with authoritarianism, service with servility, 
discussion with oppression, charity with a welfare mentality, power with 
destruction.” 

Pope Francis has written the letter against the backdrop of the Covid-19 
pandemic, and seeks to articulate some of the manifold ways in which the global 
emergency has laid bare to us out interdependence and our common humanity.  The 
Pope writes that “Each of us can discover in Joseph – the man who goes unnoticed, 
a daily, discreet and hidden presence – an intercessor, a support and a guide in times 
of trouble.  Saint Joseph reminds us that those who appear hidden or in the shadows 
can play an incomparable role in the history of salvation.  A word of recognition and 
of gratitude is due to them all.” 

The Letter concludes with a prayer to Saint Joseph: 
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father 

and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 

and defend us from every evil.  Amen.  



Grapevine – The Diocesan e-Newsletter 
 

A season of preparation  The covid-19 vaccination programme is a game-changer.  
Finally it is possible to imagine a future again.  How will you use your freedom?  For 
sure, herd immunity is months away, and there will no doubt be setbacks along the 
way.  But let’s use these months as a time of preparation and reappraisal, like a long 
and slow-dawning Advent.  We'll need to set aside a lot of assumptions.  The world 
will have changed, and so will we, our parishes, and the world in which we live.  
Exactly how it has changed we have yet to learn.  We’re in for a season of discovery. 

In this edition of Grapevine we invite you to join Caritas Discovery, a series of 
online drop-in workshops through early 2021.  Behind the practical focus of each 
workshop will lie questions like: 

X What has changed?  What still needs to change? 
X Who am I, and who are we, after this time of distancing? 
X What new gifts has the Spirit germinated in me? 
X Where am I needed?  What will be our mission now? 

And how can we make ready, lamps lit and awake for the birth of a better world? 
We look forward to seeing you at one of our workshops in January. 

Paul (Programme Leader for Social Action) 
In the current edition: 

X Caritas Discovery: workshops in 2021 
X Prepare the Future workshop, 7th January: 
X Diaspora and Diversity in the missionary parish, 14th January 
X Journey in Hope: action and contemplation, 20th January 
X Together, we are Caritas: completing the report of the conference 
X God is in business: economic justice and faith, 14th January 

To receive a copy of the e-Newsletter follow this link: https://dioceseofnottingham. 
us8.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=8660f054ac5b3dc3f5fec2801&id=1acdbd2ff8 
 

Christmas Cards in Church 
 

Some parishioners leave Christmas cards at the back of church for others to collect 
during Advent.  Due to the risk of virus transmission it won’t be possible to leave 
cards in church this year.  If you need to send a card to a parishioner for whom you 
don’t have an address Father Simon is happy to add addresses to any pre-stamped 
cards for which addresses are held on the parish database.  Such addresses won’t be 
given out, and some parishioners aren’t on the database, so please check with Father 
Simon if you wish to do this.  



Some particular requests for support received recently 
 

This Christmas will be a particularly difficult time for those in the prisons of the 
diocese and the staff who care for them.  Consider praying for prisoners and their 
families during the Christmas season.  You may wish to participate in ‘Operation Elf’, 
a scheme overseen by PACT to enable those in prison to send presents to their 
children.  The pandemic means that this is being carried out in a different way this 
year and details can be found at www.prisonadvice.org.uk 
 
So much can be asked of us at this time of year.  It may be hard to always say yes. 
Mary said yes to being the Mother of Jesus and as a young, unmarried girl this must 
have been a terrifying moment for her.  Yet her “yes” brought Jesus into the world 
and changed lives forever.  Throughout this year of many challenges, thanks to our 
generous supporters, Mary’s Meals has continued to say yes to feeding desperately 
hungry children with a daily meal in a place of education.  Now we are delighted to 
share with you a new opportunity to say yes and provide 43,000 hungry children in 
Bong County, Liberia, with a life-changing meal at school.  From 2nd November until 
31st January, donations made to our Double The Love campaign will be matched by 
the UK government, up to £2 million.  Please consider setting a place at our Big Family 
Christmas dinner table or buying a Christmas gift card on our website.  More 
information on how to support us can be found at 

www.marysmeals.org.uk/doublethelove 
 
Greetings from Birthplace of our Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour!  Appeal for Christmas 
Gifts and Christmas Lunch for our orphan special needs students.  By now, everyone 
is familiar with coronavirus and the impact of this pandemic on the entire world.  The 
big question is how much longer it can last, and most of all how will that impact our 
Christmas celebration Bethlehem?  Christmas without tourists to the birthplace of 
Christ looks bleak for Christian people in Bethlehem region. 

We ask you in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ who was born in Bethlehem 
to donate for offering Christmas gifts and Christmas lunch for our poor orphan 
special needs students at the School of Joy for special needs, help us to put the smile 
on their faces, and make their life different, because nobody is offering anything for 
them!  Many thanks in advance for your solidarity and support to our poor special 
needs students. 
God bless; fraternally yours in Christ 

Father Mamdouh AbuSada, Director, School of Joy, Bethlehem  



Christmas Raffle 
 

In previous years at this time there has been a parish raffle to help raise much-
needed funds for our parish, and to support local charities.  Since we aren’t able to 
meet for Mass or social events at this time it seems prudent to hold-over the raffle 
until such time as we’re able to gather together again in good numbers.  Of course, 
if anyone has any potential raffle prizes, or indeed wishes to make a financial 
donation, both would be very welcome!  Thank you to those parishioners who have 
donated already, it is much appreciated. 
 

Parish Newsletter by email 
 

If you’d like to receive the parish newsletter by email simply email Father Simon at 
simon.gillespie@dioceseofnottingham.uk, asking to be added.  It’s necessary to 
have parishioners’ consent to send the newsletter, and other messages, via email. 
 Likewise if you haven’t filled in a parish census form please consider doing so.  
The form can be found on the forms tab of the parish website. 
 

Financial Support of our Parish 
 

Thank you to those parishioners who give regularly via standing orders.  If you don’t 
do so, please consider what you can give.  Our parish is projected to make a loss of 
almost £25,000 this year, due to the lack of parish hall bookings and the reduction in 
weekly collection income.  If you’ve able to set up a standing order, the details are: 
• Account name: Our Lady of Victories Southwell RCP 
• Sort Code: 30-67-76 
• Account number: 45368360 

Many thanks to all our parishioners for your continuing generosity! 
 

Supporting Newark Foodbank 
 

The following items are especially needed at the moment: 
 

X Long life fruit juice (not squash) 
X Tinned meat soup 

X Sponge puddings (tinned / 
microwave) 

X Tinned fruit 
X Sugar (500g or 1kg) 

X Laundry liquitabs / tablets 

 

Items can be donated at the Co-op, One Stop, and Lloyds Chemist in Southwell.  



Prayer for the Year of the Word 
 

Living God, 
you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears 
and shows us how to live for one another. 

Send us the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds 
so that we may be your witnesses throughout the world.  Amen. 

 

V. Your word is our path and your truth is our light.  R. This day and every day. 
 

Our Lady of the Annunciation : Pray for us. 
Saint Matthew : Pray for us. 
Saint Jerome : Pray for us. 

 
From the Saint Vincent de Paul Society 

 

Very many thanks to the kind and generous people who have made donations to our 
Saint Vincent de Paul Society in the last few weeks.  Our funds previously stood at 
£10 and are now in a much healthier position.  We hope to resume our usual 
activities but anticipate that will not be possible for several months.  In the meantime 
we remain in contact with the people who we would normally visit.  This is by 
telephone sending birthday and greeting cards by post.  We also do odd jobs and will 
drop off small Christmas gifts off at the doorstep.  We know that many parishioners 
make great efforts to remain in touch during this difficult period. 
Thanks again and Happy Christmas – Mike Asker 
 

Gift Ideas for Christmas 
 

Cafod’s booklets of Christmas Gift Ideas are available in the church narthex; do take 
a copy and consider how your Christmas giving could help more than the recipient. 
 

Christmas Offering for Father Simon 
 

The collection taken at Mass on Christmas Day is one of two each year (the other is 
Easter Day) that is traditionally the parishioners’ gift to their parish priest.  Envelopes 
will be at the back of church from next Sunday for anyone who wishes to contribute 
to this traditional Christmas offering to Father Simon – for which, sincere thanks!  



A reflection from ‘Marriage Matters’ 
 

We have been anointed by God 
A TV programme poses the question: ‘Who do you think you are?’  When John, 
baptising in the desert, was asked this question, to paraphrase he replied: “I am a 
voice, drawing attention to something greater than you can see or hear.”  Our 
marriages are like this!  We are a ‘sign’ radiating God’s love for all His people. 
 

A prayer for life 
 

Yesterday we celebrated the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, patron saint of the 
unborn.  We ask for her guidance and inspiration as we the church seek to support 
all pregnant mothers through their pregnancies, and that we would become models 
of support to all in society. Lord hear us”.      www.righttolife.org.uk 
 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for December 
 

For a Life of Prayer.  We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be 
nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer. 
 

 

Prayers for … 
 

Please remember in your prayers especially: 
X All those affected by the coronavirus outbreak – 

those infected, those caring for them, those who 
have died, and those who mourn. 

X Father Limnyuy Gamsi, ordained priest for our 
diocese last Saturday by Bishop Patrick in our 
Cathedral.  Ad multos annos! 

X John Pett, of Saint Wilfrid’s church, Calverton 
X 16 Sisters of Mercy who have died this year, 

including three who have died in the last week of 
covid-19 at the Convent in Whitby 

X Clergy of our diocese who are sick at this time: Monsignor Jonathan Moore, 
Canon Michael Moore, Fathers John Cairns, Anthony Colebrook, John Daley IC, 
Hugh Doherty, James Hannigan, Peter Harvey, Christopher Hogan, James Lynch, 
Frank McLaughlin, Robert Rutledge, Michael Tutcher; Deacons Tom Berrie, 
Stephen Doona, William Hutchinson and Robin Pollard.  



Masses and Services this week 
 

Saturday 12th December Advent Feria 
Collection for Sea Sunday 

    THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT – GAUDETE SUNDAY 
S 6.00pm Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
Sunday 13th December THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT – GAUDETE SUNDAY 
C 10.45am Mass  John Hodgkinson RIP (K&N) 
Monday 14th December Memorial of Saint John of the Cross, doctor 
  Mass  Father Antony Conlon RIP 
Tuesday 15th December Advent Feria 
  Mass  Peter Hopewell RIP 
Wednesday 16th December Advent Feria 
  Mass  Sheila Doyle RIP 
Thursday 17th December Advent Feria 
  Mass  Hannah Barton RIP 
Friday 18th December Advent Feria 
  Mass  Michael and Marjorie Daly  
Saturday 19th December Advent Feria 
  No morning Mass 

Collection for Sea Sunday 
    FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
S 6.00pm Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
Sunday 20th December FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
C 10.45am Mass  Bernard McCluskey RIP 
 

Readings at Masses this week 
 

Sunday Isaiah 61:1-2.10-11; Luke 1:46-50.53-54; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; 
  John 1:6-8.19-28 
Monday Numbers 24:2-7.15-17; Psalm 24(25):4-6.7-9; Matthew 21:23-27 
Tuesday Zephaniah 3:1-2.9-13; Psalm 33(34):2-3.6-7.16.18-19.23; 
  Matthew 21:28-32 
Wednesday Isaiah 45:6-8.18.21-25; Psalm 84(85):9-14; Luke 7:19-23 
Thursday Genesis 49:2.8-10; Psalm 71(72):1-4.7-8.17; Matthew 1:1-17 
Friday Jeremiah 23:5-8; Psalm 71(72):1-2.12-13.18-19; Matthew 1:18-24 
Saturday Judges 13:2-7.24-25; Psalm 70(71):3-6.16-17; Luke 1:5-25 


