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10th May 2020 : Fifth Sunday of Easter  
 

 

It seems a long time since we celebrated Easter Day, and yet the Church gives us fifty 
days of celebrating Easter!  Lest we grow stale in our celebrations, Saint Maximus of 
Turin writes about the joy we celebrate throughout Easter, and indeed through our 
lives of faith! 
 

Christ is risen!  He has burst open the gates of hell and let the dead go free; he 
has renewed the earth through the members of his Church now born again in 
baptism, and has made it blossom afresh with men brought back to life.  His Holy 
Spirit has unlocked the doors of heaven, which stand wide open to receive those who 

rise up from the earth.  Because of Christ’s 
resurrection the thief ascends to paradise, the 
bodies of the blessed enter the holy city, and 
the dead are restored to the company of the 
living.  There is an upward movement in the 
whole of creation, each element raising itself 
to something higher.  We see hell restoring its 
victims to the upper regions, earth sending its 
buried dead to heaven, and heaven 
presenting the new arrivals to the Lord. In one 
and the same movement, our Saviour’s 
passion raises men from the depths, lifts them 
up from the earth, and sets them in the 
heights. 



Christ is risen.  His rising brings life to the dead, forgiveness to sinners, and 
glory to the saints.  And so David the prophet summons all creation to join in 
celebrating the Easter festival: Rejoice and be glad, he cries, on this day which the 
Lord has made.  

The light of Christ is an endless day that knows no night.  Christ is this day, says 
the Apostle; such is the meaning of his words: Night is almost over; day is at hand.  
He tells us that night is almost over, not that it is about to fall.  By this we are meant 
to understand that the coming of Christ’s light puts Satan’s darkness to flight, leaving 
no place for any shadow of sin.  His everlasting radiance dispels the dark clouds of 
the past and checks the hidden growth of vice.  The Son is that day to whom the day, 
which is the Father, communicates the mystery of his divinity.  He is the day who 
says through the mouth of Solomon: I have caused an unfailing light to rise in heaven.  
And as in heaven no night can follow day, so no sin can overshadow the justice of 
Christ.  The celestial day is perpetually bright and shining with brilliant light; clouds 
can never darken its skies.  In the same way, the light of Christ is eternally glowing 
with luminous radiance and can never be extinguished by the darkness of sin.  This 
is why John the evangelist says:  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has never been able to overpower it.  

And so, my brothers, each of us ought surely to rejoice on this holy day.  Let no 
one, conscious of his sinfulness, withdraw from our common celebration, nor let 
anyone be kept away from our public prayer by the burden of his guilt.  Sinner he 
may indeed be, but he must not despair of pardon on this day which is so highly 
privileged; for if a thief could receive the grace of paradise, how could a Christian be 
refused forgiveness? 
 

Prayer for the Year of the Word 
 

Living God, you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears 

and shows us how to live for one another. 
Send us the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds 

so that we may be your witnesses throughout the world.  Amen. 
 

V. Your word is our path and your truth is our light. 
R. This day and every day. 

 

Our Lady of the Annunciation : Pray for us. 
Saint Matthew : Pray for us. 
Saint Jerome : Pray for us.  



Prayer during the Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

In these days when our churches must stay closed it’s a comfort to know that God is 
close to us and that he holds each of us in the palm of his hand.  We are encouraged 
to use the Holy Father’s prayer, to Our Lady, as we seek Divine protection: 
 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. 

At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. 
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. 

We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, 
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 
and bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, 

to the joy of the Resurrection.  Amen. 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test 
and deliver us from every danger, 

O glorious and blessed Virgin.  Amen. 
 

Access to a Priest or the Sacraments 
 

During these days when our Catholic churches throughout the country have to 
remain closed Mass is still celebrated every day for the intentions of all the 
parishioners of Southwell and Calverton, and for the specific intentions you have 
requested.  If you need to contact Father Simon, please get in touch. 

Justine, our parish secretary, is now working from home, but can be contacted 
through the parish email address, and is collecting the post regularly. 
 As requested by the Prime Minister on 23rd March, public religious celebrations 
are not taking place for the time being.  Funeral Services can still be held, at the 
cemetery or crematorium, and a Requiem Mass or Memorial Mass can be celebrated 
later, when it’s possible to gather again in church. 
 If you or someone you know wishes to be anointed with the Sacrament of the 
Sick please speak with Father Simon.  Likewise, if you or someone you know wishes 
to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) this can be arranged 
directly with Father Simon.  



Ways to continue to participate in the life of the Church 
 

The readings and prayers for Mass each day can be found here: 
• https://universalis.com/europe.england.nottingham/mass.htm 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from our Cathedral in Nottingham at the following times: 
• Sundays and Saturdays: 10am 
• Weekdays: 1pm 

The link to the televised Mass is here: 
• http://www.stbarnabascathedral.org.uk/01_Community/livestream.html 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from the National Shrine and Minor Basilica of Our Lady in 
Walsingham each day at 12 noon: 
• http://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream 

 

Sunday Mass, celebrated by Bishop Patrick, will be broadcast from his chapel at 
Bishop’s House each Sunday at 10am: 
• www.youtube.com/channel/UCaf7upUMsn3Kl8GD79FotjQ/featured?fbclid=I

wAR1JRpqkdO0rHZY98bsnSC_N9TKbvSKXv0L5bT4yVCcMTHaVmAwaW4g-rAk 
Bishop Patrick is also celebrating other liturgies.  Check the Bishop’s YouTube 
channel (using the link above) for each day’s schedule. 
 

The Rosary is prayed throughout the day from the Shrine of Our Lady at the Grotto 
in Lourdes: 
• https://www.lourdes-france.org/en/tv-lourdes 

 

Resources for children and young people can be found via the Nottingham Diocesan 
Catholic Youth Service’s (NDCYS) website, where Father Simon will be a guest on 
‘Friday Night Live’ this week, on Friday at 6.00pm: 
• https://ndcys.com 

 

There are also ideas for children’s liturgy on Cafod’s website: 
• https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

 

In these days let us stay safe and well, with our eyes fixed on the Lord.  As our 
churches have to remain closed, let us open our hearts even wider.  As the Psalms 
say ‘Grow higher ancient doors and let the King of Glory enter.’  These are the doors 
of our hearts.  God knows well how to fill our lives.  We must open our hearts in 
prayer and silent welcome.  



Thank You from Cafod 
 

1st May 
Dear Father Simon 
 Thank You to all the parishioners at Our Lady of Victories and Saint Anthony’s 
for your generous support for CAFOD this year and for your latest donation of 
£388.75 which we received on 20th March.  Your Lent donations mean that we can 
stand by communities in the long run and support local experts like pharmacist Sister 
Consilia in Zimbabwe. 
 However, the support of parishes like yours is also the reason why we can be 
there when an emergency strikes and reach people in urgent need.  I am sure you 
have heard about the drastic food shortages in Zimbabwe, affecting more than half 
the population.  I’m pleased to tell you that through our Church network on the 
ground, we could respond straight away, providing families in need with emergency 
food and safe, clean water, across Zimbabwe and Zambia. 
 In times of crisis, the communities we serve tell us how much the prayer and 
support from people thousands of miles away inspires them with hope.  The need is 
still great, but together we are helping more people survive and rebuild their lives. 
 Please accept my thanks once again for your continuing support and 
generosity, Yours sincerely, 

Michelle Oakford, Head of Supporter Relations 
 

A Prayer to my Guardian Angel when I can’t get to Mass 
 

Dear Guardian Angel, 
go for me to the church, there kneel down at Mass for me. 
At the Offertory, take me to God, and offer him my service: 

what I am, what I have, offer as my gift. 
At the Consecration, with your seraphic strength, adore my Saviour truly present, 

praying for those who have loved me, for those who have offended me, 
and for those now deceased, that the blood of Jesus may purify them all. 

During Holy Communion, bring to me the Body and Blood of Jesus 
uniting him with me in spirit, so that my heart may become his dwelling place. 

Plead with him, that through his sacrifice 
all people throughout the world may be saved. 

When the Mass ends, bring home to me and to every home, the Lord's blessing. 
Amen.  



Christian Aid Week in Southwell 
 

 
If every family gave £2…………. 

Every May in Christian Aid Week, over 100 volunteers from Southwell and the 
villages of Edingley, Fiskerton, Halam, Morton, Normanton and Upton collect door 
to door to support Christian Aid’s work in 37 countries across the world.  Last year 
with your support Southwell Christian Aid Committee raised over £8,120 to support 
Christian Aid. 

This Christian Aid Week due to the coronavirus pandemic there will be no door 
to door collection.  This is going to have an enormous impact on fundraising for this 
year.  Consequently a Just Giving page has been set up for supporters to donate . 
Look for Southwell Christian Aid Committee amongst the teams at: 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/CAWeek2020 
Christian Aid has launched its Coronavirus Emergency Appeal and is already on 

the frontline working with individuals like the 850,000 Rohingya refugees from 
Myanmar, who live in camps in Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh.  These overcrowded 
camps lack proper hygiene, and are at risk of the rapid spread of the coronavirus.  
The first case of Covid-19 in the camps was reported on 25th March.  Across the 
camps, 80% of families report having at least one person with a serious illness 
requiring medical treatment, making them more vulnerable to coronavirus Infection;  
80% of families report having problems with their temporary shelters, and only 67% 
report having access to soap.  Using its previous expertise of working with Ebola, 



Christian Aid together with other agencies  are informing people about the risks of 
coronavirus, offering hygiene and hand washing sessions, and ensuring that health 
facilities in the camps have triage and isolation spaces to receive suspected cases.  
They are training all health personnel and key frontline aid workers on infection, 
prevention and disease control and trying to provide PPE and handwashing facilities 
to health personnel and key frontline aid workers.  Christian Aid is also seeking to 
build additional handwashing stations throughout the camps, and distribute hygiene 
kits (containing antiseptic liquid and soap) to 50,000 people. 

Funds are desperately needed for the above vital equipment and resources for 
people who have already lost everything and are now incredibly vulnerable to this 
pandemic.  Christian Aid Week is Christian Aid’s single most-important fundraiser, 
and the volunteers wish to thank everyone locally for their previous and continuing 
generosity, which helps families, like those living in the refugee camps of Cox’s Bazar.  
If every family in Edingley, Fiskerton, Halam, Morton, Normanton, Southwell and 
Upton donated £2 our communities could offer our usual support to the world’s 
most vulnerable peoples who have no access to our standard of healthcare. 

If you can, please donate £2 or more today via Southwell Christian Aid 
Committee amongst the teams at: 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/CAWeek2020 
 

From Pope Francis for May, the Marian Month 
 

Prayer to Our Lady 
O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who, at the foot of the cross,  

were united with Jesus’ suffering, and persevered in your faith. 
“Protectress of the Roman people”, you know our needs, 

and we know that you will provide, so that, as at Cana in Galilee, 
joy and celebration may return after this time of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the will of the Father 
and to do what Jesus tells us. 

For he took upon himself our suffering, and burdened himself with our sorrows 
to bring us, through the cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. 

Amen. 
We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God; 

Do not despise our petitions in our necessities, 
but deliver us always from every danger, O Glorious and Blessed Virgin.  



Feasts this Week : Our Lady of Fatima 
 

On 13th May 1917, in a mountainous region 
at the centre of Portugal, the Mother of 
God appeared six times to three young 
children. 
Elsewhere on the continent the “Great 
War” raged, that would cost Europe an 
entire generation, over 37 million lives. But 
in rural Portugal, for the people themselves, 
the faith was the air they breathed: this was 
the case in the village of Aljustrel, a 
collection of whitewashed houses on a 
dusty road in the parish of Fatima.  There 
Lucia and her cousins, Francisco and 
Jacinta, were born and raised in homes 
where the catechism was their daily 
companion. 
 

Leading their flock out from Aljustrel on the 
morning of 13th May the three children passed Fátima, with the parish church and 
cemetery, and proceeded to the slopes of the Cova.  Here they allowed their sheep 
to graze as they played in the pasture land sprinkled with the occasional oak tree.  
After having had their lunch about noon they decided to pray a rosary, although in a 
somewhat truncated fashion, saying only the first words of each prayer.  Shortly, 
they were startled by what they later described as ‘lightening in a clear sky.’  Thinking 
that a storm might be approaching they debated whether they should take the sheep 
and go home.  Preparing to do so they were again surprised by a strange light. 
And we began to go down the slope driving the sheep towards the road.  When we 
were half-way down, near a holm oak there, we saw another flash of lightening, and 
after a few steps we saw on a holm oak a lady dressed in white, shining brighter than 
the sun, giving out rays of clear and intense light, just like a crystal goblet full of pure 
water when the fiery sun passes through it.  We stopped astounded by the Apparition.  
We were so near that we were in the light that encircled her, or which she radiated, 
perhaps a meter and a half away. 

Please don't be afraid of me, I’m not going to harm you. 
Lucia responded for all three, as she would throughout the apparitions.  “Where are 
you from?” 



I come from heaven. 
The Lady wore a pure white mantle, edged with gold and which fell to her feet.  In 
her hands the beads of a rosary shone like stars, with its crucifix the most radiant 
gem of all.  Still, Lucia felt no fear.  The Lady’s presence produced in her only gladness 
and confident joy.  “And what do you want of me?” 

I want you to return here on the thirteenth of each month for the next six 
months, and at the very same hour.  Later I shall tell you who I am, and what it is 

that I most desire.  And I shall return here yet a seventh time. 
“And shall I go to heaven?” 

Yes, you will. 
“And Jacinta?” 

She will go too. 
“And Francisco?” 

Francisco, too, my dear, but he will first have many Rosaries to say. 
For a few moments the Lady looked at Francisco with compassion, tinged with a little 
sadness.  Lucia then remembered some friends who had died.  “Is Maria Neves in 
heaven?” 

Yes, she is. 
“And Amelia?” 

She is in purgatory. 
Will you offer yourselves to God, and bear all the sufferings He sends you?  In 

atonement for all the sins that offend Him?  And for the conversion of sinners? 
“Oh, we will, we will!” 

Then you will have a great deal to suffer, but the grace of God will be with you 
and will strengthen you. 

Lucia relates that as the Lady pronounced these words, she opened her hands, and 
we were bathed in a heavenly light that appeared to come directly from her hands.  
The light’s reality cut into our hearts and our souls, and we knew somehow that this 
light was God, and we could see ourselves embraced in it.  By an interior impulse of 
grace we fell to our knees, repeating in our hearts: “Oh, Holy Trinity, we adore You. 
My God, my God, I love You in the Blessed Sacrament.” 
The children remained kneeling in the flood of this wondrous light, until the Lady 
spoke again, mentioning the war in Europe, of which they had little or no knowledge. 

Say the Rosary every day, to bring peace to the world and an end to the war. 
After that she began to rise slowly in the direction of the east, until she disappeared 
in the immense distance.  The light that encircles Her seemed to make a way amidst 
the stars, and that is why we sometimes said we had seen the heavens open.  



Some practical points 
 

Although Masses won’t be celebrated publicly for the foreseeable future, if you wish 
to have a Mass offered for a particular intention simply put a Mass envelope with 
the details through the presbytery letterbox, or email Father Simon directly.  The 
daily Mass intentions will continue to be published in the newsletter. 
 

Since there are no Sunday collections it’s greatly appreciated when parishioners are 
able to give their offerings via standing order.  Sincere thanks to those parishioners 
who have set-up new standing orders.  If you’ve not set one up yet, but are able to 
do so, the details your bank will need are: 
• Account name: Our Lady of Victories Southwell RCP 
• Sort Code: 30-67-76 
• Account number: 45368360 

Many thanks to all our parishioners for your continuing generosity! 
 

Newsletter via email 
 

If you’d like to receive the parish newsletter by email simply email the parish office, 
at olv.rcchurch@gmail.com, asking to be added to the list.  In these days when it 
isn’t possible for parishioners to get to Mass it would be very helpful to have 
parishioners’ written consent (via email is fine) to send out the newsletter, and 
possibly other urgent messages, via email. 
 

Job Opportunity in the Diocese 
 

The Diocese of Nottingham seeks to appoint a Director of Adult Formation for 
Mission to work with Bishop Patrick and the parishes of the diocese to lead the 
creation and delivery of opportunities for adult formation, promoting the Diocesan 
Vision and Mission, the three themes of Encounter, Discipleship and Missionary 
Discipleship, and helping our people to grow in confidence as practical, engaging, 
Spirit-filled witnesses of Jesus Christ in their everyday lives. 
This position would suit a committed Catholic, qualified in theology, catechetics, 
evangelisation or pastoral ministry, experienced in leading catechesis and 
evangelisation and with a passion for the mission of the Church. 
The salary is £45k - £50k, dependant on qualifications and experience.  For more 
information and an application pack please email office@dioceseofnottingham.uk  
The closing date is Monday 25th May.  



A Spiritual Communion 
 

Spiritual Communion is the heartfelt desire to receive Our Lord, even when we are 
unable because of the distance or for some other reason, such as in the present 
circumstances. 

If you are at home and live-streaming the Mass, or praying the texts of the 
Mass, when it comes to the time for receiving Holy Communion pray instead the 
prayer below: 
 

From Saint Aphonsus Liguori: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love you 
above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot at this 
moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I 
embrace you as being already there and unite myself wholly to you.  Never permit 
me to be separated from you.  Amen. 
 

Prayers for … 
 

Please remember in your prayers especially: 
X All those affected by the coronavirus outbreak – those infected, those caring for 

them, those who have died, and those who mourn 
X Clergy of our diocese who are sick at this time: Monsignor Jonathan Moore, 

Fathers John Cairns, Tony Colebrook, Hugh Doherty, James Hannigan, Peter 
Harvey, Slawomir Hermanowicz, Chris Hogan, Michael Horrax, Jim Lynch, Frank 
McLaughlin, Robert Rutledge, Michael Tutcher; Deacons Stephen Doona, and Bill 
Hutchinson. 

 

A reflection from ‘Marriage Matters’ 
 

I am in you and you are in me 
Jesus says, “To have seen me is to have seen the Father”. In our married life, through 
the visible sign of the way we love each other, when people meet one of us we can 
be a sign that ‘when seeing me, you see the one I love, in me and with me’, thus 
emulating Jesus’ relationship with His Father. 
 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions 
 

For Deacons  We pray that deacons, faithful in their service to the Word and the 
poor, may be an invigorating symbol for the entire Church.  



Masses and Services this week 
 

During these days, although parishioners aren’t able to attend Mass, 
Father Simon will continue to celebrate Mass each day 

for your requested intentions. 
 

Saturday 9th May  Easter Feria 
  Mass  Mary Back RIP 
Sunday 10th May  FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
  Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
Monday 11th May  Memorial of the Martyrs of Nottinghamshire 
  Mass  Simon John Crosse RIP 
Tuesday 12th May  Easter Feria 
  Mass  Kevin Freeman RIP (Birthday) 
Wednesday 13th May Memorial of Our Lady of Fatima 
  Mass  Margaret Herd (85th Birthday) 
Thursday 14th May Feast of Saint Matthias, apostle 
  Mass  The Ainsworth Family 
Friday 15th May  Easter Feria 
  Mass  Maureen Lawton – good health 
Saturday 16th May Easter Feria 
  Mass  Mary Back RIP 
Sunday 17th May  SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
  Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
 

Readings at Masses this week 
 

Sunday Acts 6:1-7; Psalm 32(33):1-2.4-5.18-19; 1Peter 2:4-9; John 14:1-12 
Monday  Acts 14:5-8; Psalm 113B(115):1-4.15-16; John 14:21-26 
Tuesday  Acts 14:19-28; Psalm 144(145):10-13a.21; John 14:27-31 
Wednesday Acts 15:1-6; Psalm 121(122):1-5; John 15:1-8 
Thursday Acts 1:15-17.20-26; Psalm 112(113):1-8; John 15:9-17 
Friday Acts 15:22-31; Psalm 56(57):8-12; John 15:12-17 
Saturday Acts 16:1-10; Psalm 99(100):1-3.5; John 15:18-21 


