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14th and 15th August 2021 : Solemnity of the Assumption 
 

 

This Sunday marks a year since the churches of our parish were first reopened after 
the covid-19 lockdown.  It’s a cause of great joy that, thanks to so many parishioners 
and volunteers, we’ve been able to keep both churches open for Mass continuously 
since then: sincere thanks to all involved.  As we celebrate the solemnity of the 
Assumption this Sunday, and recognising that we are a Marian parish, dedicated to 
Our Lady of Victories as well as to Saint Anthony, let us pray 
especially to Our Blessed Lady, asking that those parishioners 
who have not yet returned to the practice of their faith, who 
have not yet returned physically to the Mass, and to Our Lord 
truly present in the Blessed Sacrament, may be inspired to do 
so very soon. 

The Assumption is the oldest feast day of Our Lady, but 
we don't know how it first came to be celebrated.  Its origin 
is lost in those days when Jerusalem was restored as a sacred 
city, at the time of the Roman Emperor Constantine (c. 285-
337).  After the building of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
in 336, the sacred sites began to be restored and memories 
of the life of Our Lord began to be celebrated by the people 
of Jerusalem.  One of the memories about his mother centred 
around the ‘Tomb of Mary’, close to Mount Zion, where the 
early Christian community had lived.  On the hill itself was the 
‘Place of Dormition’, the spot of Mary’s ‘falling asleep’, where 
her earthly life had come to an end, and the ‘Tomb of Mary’ 
was where she was thought to have been buried. 



At this time, the ‘Memory of Mary’ was being celebrated.  Later it was to 
become our feast of the Assumption.  In the seventh century, it began to be 
celebrated in Rome under the title of the ‘Falling Asleep’ (Dormitio) of the Mother 
of God.  Soon the name was changed to the ‘Assumption of Mary’, since there was 
more to the feast than her dying.  It also proclaimed that she had been taken up, 
body and soul, into heaven. 

All the feast days of Mary mark the great mysteries of her life and her part in 
the work of redemption.  The central mystery of her life and person is her divine 
motherhood, celebrated both at Christmas and a week later 1st January) on the feast 
of the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God.  The Immaculate Conception (8th 
December) marks the preparation for that motherhood, so that she had the fullness 

of grace from the first moment of her existence, 
completely untouched by sin.  Her whole being 
throbbed with divine life from the very beginning, 
readying her for the exalted role of mother of the 
Saviour.  The Assumption completes God’s work in her 
since it was not fitting that the flesh that had given life 
to God himself should ever undergo corruption.  The 
Assumption is God’s crowning of his work as Mary 
ends her earthly life and enters eternity. The feast 
turns our eyes in that direction, where we will follow 
when our earthly life is over. 
 

Changes to Mass times this week 
 

Mass will be celebrated at 9.00am each morning, in either Southwell or Calverton, 
except on Thursday, when the Mass will be celebrated at 8.00am (in Calverton). 
 

Rumours 
 

Father Simon has been contacted by the Southwell Town Council this week regarding 
a rumour that the church of Our Lady of Victories and the surrounding land were to 
be sold.  Although Father Simon will be replaced as parish priest by a non-resident 
parish priest (Canon Michael, in Newark) there is absolutely no truth that the church 
will be closed or the site sold.  Indeed, quite the reverse: that thanks to parishioners’ 
efforts (as in Calverton) it’s possible for each church community to continue without 
a priest living at the church.  



Our Lady of Victories : Diamond Jubilee 
 

The feast of Our Lady of Victories (more usually known as Our Lady of the Rosary), 
7th October 1961, saw the opening of the church in Southwell, making this year the 
church’s diamond jubilee year.  In June Father Simon wrote in the newsletter about 
ways in which we might seek to celebrate this occasion, both marking the occasion 
more immediately, and perhaps considering some projects which could enhance the 
church for generations to come. 

The day itself, a Thursday in seven weeks’ time, might be an opportunity to 
look to invite all our parishioners back to Mass in person.  We could pray that, by 
then, covid-19 restrictions, and people’s concerns about the risks, etc, have reduced 
sufficiently that it would be possible to celebrate Mass ‘normally’, with the pews in 
their usual places, singing and other ministries restored to the liturgy, and no 
necessity to book for Mass.  Even if masks are still encouraged and hand sanitiser 
replaces the holy water at the church door, there could be more of a return to 
previous practices if the covid-19 risks are sufficiently reduced.  Perhaps this is 
something to think about and pray about, over the intervening seven weeks?  What 
a joy it would be to celebrate the church’s 60th anniversary with a ‘normal’ Mass!  
What time might be good for such a Mass?  Would refreshments be possible after 
Mass, and if so, in the parish hall, or might outside be better?  There is much to think 
about, to pray about, for Canon Michael to consider when he arrives. 

Another issue is to wonder about our gift to the parish in this celebratory year.  
Three possible projects have bene identified: a) to enhance the church with some 
stained-glass in the windows; b) to make provision on the church site of the erection 
of a cemetery in the field behind the church hall; c) to provide a more welcome 
atmosphere in the church with a heating system which is fit-for-purpose.  In order 
that one or more of these projects might come to fruition it could be helpful for one 
or two interested parishioners to be a point of contact, so that in handing on the 
parish to Canon Michael, Father Simon 
could identify those already involved.  Of 
those opinions received, the cemetery 
seemed the most popular idea.  If any 
parishioners are interested in helping to 
co-ordinate any of these three projects, 
or indeed have any other ideas about how 
we might celebrate, please speak directly 
with Father Simon in the fortnight.  



Coming to Mass 
 

In the current partial lockdown public Mass is available on Saturday in Southwell at 
6.00pm and on Sunday in Calverton at 10.45am.  Currently we are advised not to 
engage in social interaction in church, although we can talk after Mass outside of 
church, in the car park.  We can come to church with a maximum (including priest 
and stewards) of 27 people in Southwell and 30 people in Calverton. 

To book a place telephone Kathleen and Robert Dixon on 01636 813874, at any 
reasonable time from 8.30am Monday morning until 4.30pm Friday afternoon; if 
there’s no reply leave a message with your name and number, or try ringing again a 
few minutes later.  Don’t use any other number to contact Kathleen and Robert, and 
please also note: 
X A place needs to be booked for each individual who plans to attend; 
X You’ll be asked to provide a telephone number, to be passed onto Public Health 

England if needed as part of the ‘Test and Trace’ system; 
X Sunday Masses bookings can be made during the preceding week only. 

 
What to expect when coming to Mass 

 

In order to comply with the Bishop’s guidelines on celebrating Masses in the covid-
19 period there’ll be some differences in that way we come to Mass and the way 
Mass is celebrated.  Please follow these directions, and recognise that those asking 
you to follow the directions are volunteers themselves: 
 

X Please don’t attend if you show any symptoms of covid-19; 
X Try to arrive no earlier than half an hour before Mass, and no later than ten 

minutes before Mass, to allow time for each person to enter one-by-one; 
X Wait at a social distance outside the church door as the steward confirms your 

booking; 
X The congregation is strongly recommended to mask to wear throughout the time 

in church, except when receiving Holy Communion; the mask should be worn so 
as to fully and snugly cover the wearer’s mouth and nose; 

X Please use the hand-sanitiser (provided) on arrival; 
X Please take one of the Mass Sheets, and a Newsletter, and take them home with 

you after Mass; 
X Put your weekly offering into the basket in the narthex; 
X There won’t be any holy water available, the repository will be closed, and there 

are no Catholic papers currently available; 



X Sit on the seat to which you are directed, following the one-way system; seating is 
at one-and-a-half metre intervals (in Southwell couples can sit next to each other, 
and families in a single pew; in Calverton the chairs have been laid out singularly). 

X Please avoid any contact with other parishioners; don’t speak unless necessary; 
X Only the disabled toilet will be available for use, and only if absolutely necessary.  

If you do use the toilet, please do so before you are seated, and then go to your 
seat (in Southwell, by exiting the hall lobby, walking around the side of the church, 
and re-entering the church through the main door, following the one-way system); 

X Windows and some doors will be open to enable as much ventilation as possible; 
X The Mass Sheet will explain the changes in the way Mass is celebrated, especially: 

o There will be no congregational singing; 
o Responses will be made with quiet voices; 
o There will be no ministries (eg altar servers, readers) during Mass; 
o There will be no sign of peace; 

X During Mass you will be invited to receive Holy Communion at the usual time; 
come forward one by one, maintaining a social distance, and return to your place, 
following the one-way system. 

X Exit the church via the side door, into the car park at the end of Mass. 
X Please dress appropriately for the weather and temperature, noting that the 

necessary ventilation in church can produce draughts. 
 

NHS Covid-19 App and the QR Code in Church 
 

If you have a smart-phone please scan the QR code as you come in to either church, 
enabling you to ‘check in’ and assisting with the Government’s Track and Trace 
system.  Please note this is in addition to booking a place at Mass, and not instead – 
please continue to book for Mass as well! 
 

Covid Precautions : A Reminder 
 

X An effective vaccine is the best way to protect people from coronavirus and will 
save thousands of lives. 

X Following extensive safety trials and authorisation by the independent medicines’ 
regulator, the MHRA, effective covid-19 vaccines are available in the UK for free. 

X It is essential that everyone continues to stay at home if possible to protect the 
NHS and save lives.  Follow the link to make a vaccine booking: 

https://www.swiftqueue.co.uk/nottinghamc19vpatient.php?fbclid=IwAR0nHe0lf
ONdVaFT8vwQIDjb5UQJ0_DQbEjxdLAkEdqdeGlHHATF35ENOEI  



Ways to continue to participate in the life of the Church 
 

The readings and prayers for Mass each day can be found here: 
• https://universalis.com/europe.england.nottingham/mass.htm 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from our Cathedral in Nottingham at the following times: 
• Sundays and Saturdays: 10am; Weekdays: 1pm 

The link to the televised Mass is here: 
• http://www.stbarnabascathedral.org.uk/01_Community/livestream.html 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from the National Shrine and Minor Basilica of Our Lady in 
Walsingham each day at 12 noon: 
• http://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream 

 

Mass, celebrated by Bishop Patrick, will be broadcast from his chapel at Bishop’s 
House during the week, on various days and at various times: 
• www.youtube.com/channel/UCaf7upUMsn3Kl8GD79FotjQ/featured?fbclid=I

wAR1JRpqkdO0rHZY98bsnSC_N9TKbvSKXv0L5bT4yVCcMTHaVmAwaW4g-rAk 
 

A Livestream from the Grotto in Lourdes can be followed each day, with Mass 
broadcast in English at 9.00am (8.00am our time) each morning, and the Rosary, 
together with other prayers and devotions, in various languages, during the day: 
• https://www.lourdes-france.org/en/tv-lourdes/ 

 

Resources for children and young people can be found via the Nottingham Diocesan 
Catholic Youth Service’s (NDCYS) website: 
• https://ndcys.com 
• https://www.youtube.com/ndcyslive 

 

There are ideas for children’s liturgy on Cafod’s website: 
• https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

 

For children of primary school age the Mark 10 Mission gives a reflection for each 
Sunday’s Gospel, and a challenge for the week ahead: 
• https://www.themark10mission.co.uk/ 

 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for August 
 

Intention for evangelization - The Church 
Let us pray for the Church, that She may receive from the Holy Spirit the grace and 
strength to reform herself in the light of the Gospel.  



A Spiritual Communion 
 

Spiritual Communion is the heartfelt desire to receive Our Lord, even when we are 
unable to do so.  If you are live-streaming the Mass, or praying the texts of the Mass, 
when it comes to the time for receiving Holy Communion pray instead the prayer: 
 

From Saint Alphonsus Liguori: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love 

you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot at this 
moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I 

embrace you as being already there and unite myself wholly to you.  Never permit 
me to be separated from you.  Amen. 

 
Prayer during the Coronavirus Pandemic 

 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope.  We 
entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.  At the foot of the Cross you 

participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.  You, Salvation of the Roman 
People, know what we need.  We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you 

did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial.  
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do 
what Jesus tells us: He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows 

to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection.  Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.  Do not despise our 
pleas – we who are put to the test and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and 

blessed Virgin.  Amen. 
 

A Prayer to my Guardian Angel when I can’t get to Mass 
 

Dear Guardian Angel, go for me to the church, there kneel down at Mass for me.  
At the Offertory, take me to God, and offer him my service: what I am, what I have, 

offer as my gift.  At the Consecration, with your seraphic strength, adore my 
Saviour truly present, praying for those who have loved me, for those who have 

offended me, and for those now deceased, that the blood of Jesus may purify them 
all.  During Holy Communion, bring to me the Body and Blood of Jesus uniting him 
with me in spirit, so that my heart may become his dwelling place.  Plead with him, 
that through his sacrifice all people throughout the world may be saved.  When the 

Mass ends, bring home to me and to every home, the Lord's blessing.  Amen. 



Forthcoming Events in our parish and wider community 
 

The annual March for Life UK will be held on Saturday 4th September in London.  
More information can be found at www.marchforlife.co.uk 
 

A Gidea Park Study Morning – The Cry of Creation Exploring the Encyclical Laudato 
Si  will be held on Saturday 4th September at 11.00am.  As the United Nations Climate 
Change Conference (COP 26), to be held in Glasgow in November, draws nearer, and 
at a time of unprecedented danger for the world, the 2015 encyclical of Pope Francis, 
Laudato si, on care for our ‘common home’, could not be more relevant.  Father 
Ashley Beck, of the Archdiocese of Southwell, will explore its contents and explain 
its crucial relevance.  For access to this free event go to www.whatgoodnews.org.  
No registration is needed; talks will later be available on www.whatgoodnews.org 

 

The Diocesan Altar Servers Mass will be celebrated at 11.00am 
on Saturday 4th September, at Saint Barnabas Cathedral, 
Nottingham.  As servers across the country begin to return to 
the sanctuary the Guild of Saint Stephen invites all Altar Servers 
in our diocese to come and serve Mass with Bishop Patrick in 
celebration and thanksgiving for our ministry as Altar Servers.  
Please bring your own alb / cassock and cotta to vest ready for 
10.30am.  We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

The Cry of Creation Laudato Si' in a nutshell, six years on, and its challenge to us in 
the Diocese of Nottingham, will be held on Monday 6th September, 7.00pm - 
8.30pm.  Whether it’s climate change or the depletion of wildlife, news is coming in 
thick and fast of the changes our planet is undergoing.  The world’s poorest, who are 
least responsible, are being hardest hit - but all of us are beginning to feel the impact.  
This interactive webinar will be a curtain-raiser for the launch of the diocesan 
environmental programme on 20th November.  To book a place visit: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAvc-
Gorj4rH9Fh9M8cHurBpAKfcdzi3lwp 

 

The annual McMillan World’s Biggest Coffee Morning will take place on Saturday 
18th September  from 8.30am until 1.00pm in the Methodist church hall, Prebend 
Passage, Southwell.  There will be plenty of things to do, including: fresh coffee or 
tea and delicious home made cakes; pre-owned items, books, jig-saws and family 
games; children / toddler pre-loved items; garden plants; games.  Covid-19 
precautions will be in place.  



‘When a person is conquered by the Fire of His gaze, no sacrifice seems too great 
to follow Him’   A discernment evening for those who feel called to the Priesthood 
at the Vocation Centre, 247 Gordon Road, Nottingham, NG3 2LG.  If you are 
interested in exploring a vocation to the Priesthood, you’ll be very welcome to join 
the newly appointed Vocations Directors on Friday 24th September at 7.00pm for a 
time of prayer, informal discussion and social time.  For more information email: 
vocations@dioceseofnottingham.uk 
 

YouCan – a Retreat for Catholic Families at Alton Castle will be held over the 
weekend of 24th and 25th September.  The Young Catholic Adult Network, YouCan, is 
a grouping of young Catholic adults aged between 18 and 35, living in the UK, 
together with organisations that work with them.  It aims to bring all young Catholics 
together.  For more information on YouCan, or to book on the retreat at Alton Castle 
in September follow the link: https://youngcatholicadultnetwork.uk 
 

The National Altar Servers Mass will be celebrated at 12.00 noon on Saturday 25th 
September, at Saints Mary and John church, Wolverhampton by Archbishop Bernard 
Longley.  All altar servers from across the country are warmly invited to attend this 
Mass in celebration of their ministry. Booking in advance is requested, follow the link 
at: https://guildofststephen.org/event/national-mass-for-altar-servers-2021/ 
 

Christus Vivit - ‘Christ is alive, and he wants you to be alive’. A new group for young 
adults with a monthly meeting for fellowship and Formation for young adults aged 
18-35 in the Diocese of Nottingham.  The first meeting will take place on Thursday 
7th October at Saint Barnabas Cathedral, starting at 6.30pm with adoration and 
ending at 8.00pm with an optional visit to a local pub to continue conversations and 
grow in community. 
 

Community Organising Events from Nottingham Citizens 
 

Nottingham Citizens is an alliance of faith, education and voluntary organisations 
working together for justice and the common good.  Two Catholic parishes are 
members – Saint Barnabas Cathedral in Nottingham, and Holy Spirit parish in West 
Bridgford – and others are very welcome to find out more and to join.  The next 
opportunity to get involved is: 

X Saturday 6th November, 9.30am-4.30pm: ‘How to make change’, an 
introduction to Community Organising through ‘five steps to social change’ 

For more information visit: https://linktr.ee/nottinghamcitizens  



Mental Health Awareness Courses 
 

Nottinghamshire County Council has commissioned Harmless to deliver a range of 
Mental Health Awareness and Suicide prevention accredited courses.  The training 
is free and provides a certificate on completion.  The details are: 

X Wednesday 25th August, 1.00pm-5.00pm 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/free-module-1-mental-health-suicide-
awareness-online-nottinghamshire-tickets-163479011123?aff=ebdsoporgprofile 

X Thursday 2nd September, 1.00pm-5.00pm 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/free-module-1-mental-health-suicide-
awareness-online-nottinghamshire-tickets-163479677115?aff=ebdsoporgprofile 

X Tuesday 14th  September, 9.00am-1.00pm 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/free-module-1-mental-health-suicide-
awareness-online-nottinghamshire-tickets-163481011105?aff=ebdsoporgprofile 
Module 1 is a half-day session for those involved in a community scheme or activity 
about mental health or suicide prevention for adults (18+), all are welcome to attend.  
The learning outcomes include: 
• Define the term mental health, using the mental health continuum 
• Recognise the signs of mental ill-health and suicide risk 
• Explore the links between physical and mental health 
• Increase awareness of the impact of attitudes and beliefs that lead to stigma 

and discrimination around mental ill-health and suicide 
• Understand the Five Ways to Wellbeing and Safe to Talk about Suicide 
• Increase confidence in having a conversation with someone in distress and 

supporting them to seek help 
• Understanding the wider impact of emotional distress on friends and family. 

 

Thanks from Peter 
 

Peter Thomas has now completed 
the challenge of running over 150k 
before the end of August to raise 
money for Alzheimer’s Research.  He 
has currently raised £410 and would 
like to give a very big heartfelt thank 
you to everyone who supported him 
in this fundraising.  



Support of the Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes 
 

Bishop Patrick has written to each priest in our diocese recently with the following 
information from Lourdes, and a request: 

I have received a letter from Bishop Antoine Herouard, the Apostolic Delegate 
for the Lourdes Sanctuary.  He explains that urgent work has become necessary in 
the Upper Basilica, the Crypt Chapel, and particularly the belltower and spire.  A 
century of Pyrenees weather has taken its toll on the stonework, the buttresses, the 
architectural carvings, and other areas.  The Shrine team also want to take the 
opportunity to bring the Upper Basilica up to 21st century pilgrim expectations, with 
new heating, wiring, sound, disabled access, etc. 
 Bishop Antoine argues, and I agree, that Lourdes is now more relevant than 
ever as an international place of healing, prayer and contemplation.  Our diocese has 
been involved in Diocesan Pilgrimages to Lourdes for about ninety years, and 
parishes, chaplaincies, diocesan organisations and individuals have all experienced 
the very special atmosphere of the Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes. 
 As clergy, please give what you can to the Lourdes Fundraising Campaign.  In 
your parishes I am very conscious that, given the difficult financial times many 
parishioners are currently living through, you would not wish to take a second 
collection.  Instead, you may wish, in consultation with your parishioners, to make a 
donation from parish funds, and to ask parishioners, if they wish to do so, to make 
personal donations. 
 

In light of this letter Father Simon is making the following 
suggestion: 

X That as a parish we have an entirely voluntary collection 
at Masses around the time of the Solemnity of the 
Assumption, Sunday 15th August, with parishioners able to 
give a donation up until the end of that week (either in the 
collection basket at the back of church, or in an envelope 
with the intention clearly marked); 

X That the parish matches whatever money is received, in 
order to double the size of the donation; 

X That when Father Simon is next in Lourdes (likely to be at the end of this year, 
or perhaps in February 2022) he will offer Mass at the Grotto in Lourdes for 
the intentions of all those parishioners who have supported the collection. 

To start the collection Father Simon will donate £25 to this collection appeal. 
May Our Lady of Lourdes pray for each one of us!  



Thanks from Cafod 
 

Thanks to donations from Southwell and Calverton parishioners, Cafod has been 
helping people in Syria since the crisis began 10 years ago.  Over 12 million people 
have left their homes, 5.6 million are refugees in neighbouring countries and within 
Syria, 13 million people need help.  At the beginning, Cafod’s focus was on delivering 
food and blankets through their local church partners.  Then they started providing 
education, health and legal services, and helping people earn a living.  The latest 
projects are supporting children, lonely elderly people, helping women learn to read, 
and helping people restart their small businesses.  Cafod always planned for the long 
term, standing alongside people who lost everything.  None of this work would have 
been possible without parishioners’ support of Cafod.  Please continue to keep the 
people of Syria, and all those seeking refuge due to conflict, in your prayers. 
 

Canonisation of Blessed Dominic Barbari 
 

Wednesday 18th August marks the beginning of our neighbouring diocese, 
Birmingham’s, Novena to pray for the Canonisation of Blessed Dominic Barberi.  
The Novena of Prayer lasts for nine days and concludes on his feast day, 26th August.   

Blessed Dominic arrived in the Midlands in February 1842.  He spent the next 
seven years based in Staffordshire, from where he celebrated Mass, preached 
Missions, heard confessions, and received many people into the Catholic Church, the 
most famous being Saint John Henry Newman in October 1845.  Blessed Dominic had 
a well known reputation for sanctity and holiness of life.  He is also remembered for 
his love for the poor, and those in need of prayer and help.  Consider joining the 
people of Birmingham and praying this Novena of Prayer, asking God to grant a 
miracle of healing through the intercession of Blessed Dominic, which could further 
his cause for Canonisation. 

O God, who so lovingly raised Blessed Dominic to the heights of holiness, learning 
and apostolic zeal and made him a powerful minister of your mercy, listen to our 

humble request. 
We pray that you will in your goodness, grant a miracle through the intercession of 

Blessed Dominic, so that the Church may further honour him on earth and that 
many more people will come to know and invoke the help of this faithful servant of 

the Church.  We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 
Mary, Mother of Holy Hope, Pray for Us.  Saint John Henry Newman, Pray for Us. 

Blessed Dominic Barberi, Pray for Us.  



On Holy Ground 
Scripture in the Art and Architecture of Catholic Churches 

 

In a series of articles Jo Warren uncovers the many Biblical references hidden in plain 
view in some of our most sacred spaces, our churches. 
 

The Tabernacle, for reservation of the Blessed Sacrament, is from the Latin 
Tabernaculum, translated in Scripture as ‘tent’ or ‘dwelling place’.  We find the Tent 
of Meeting in various points in the book of Exodus (25-26, 33:7-11) and the word 
also appears in Revelation 21:3.  The Scriptural reference here is hugely significant – 
the Tent of Meeting is God’s dwelling space amongst God’s chosen people.  The 
Tabernacle and sanctuary lamp, the priestly vestments and sacred duties are 
mentioned in great detail since the Tabernacle was where the chosen people kept 
the Ark of the Covenant which housed the 10 Commandments.  And the lamp was 
to burn always as a symbol of God’s faithful 
presence. 

We have replaced the Ark with Christ as our 
new covenant with God.  We have replaced the 
seven branched candlestick (Menorah) with six 
candles and a crucifix in the centre, and we still 
keep a lamp or candle burning near to the 
Tabernacle.  For Catholics, Jesus remains faithfully 
present in the Holy Communion hosts we keep in 
our Tabernacles today – not as a symbol but truly 
present – so if a church is empty we know that we 
are not alone – God is still with us 2,000 years later. 

Examples of Tabernacles range from the 
elaborate and 
magnificent Pugin’s 
Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel in our own 
Cathedral, to more 
modern but no less 
beautiful examples in 
20th century buildings, 
such as Liverpool’s 
Metropolitan Cathedral.  



Parish Newsletter by e-mail 
 

To receive the parish newsletter electronically ask to be added to the mailing list by 
emailing Father Simon at olvsouthwell.stacalverton@dioceseofnottingham.uk.  
Under the data protection laws it isn’t possible to contact parishioners without their 
explicit consent: please consider completing a census form if you haven’t already. 
 

Financial Support of our Parish 
 

Thank you to those parishioners who give regularly via standing orders.  If you don’t 
do so, please consider what you can give, and if you can the details are: 
• Account name: Our Lady of Vic, Southwell RCP 
• Sort Code: 30-67-76 
• Account number: 45368360 

Many thanks to all our parishioners for your continuing generosity! 
 

Supporting Newark Foodbank 
 

Items can be donated at the Co-op, One Stop, and Lloyds Chemist in Southwell: 
X Instant mashed potato 

X Long-life milk 
X Tinned / microwave sponge puddings 

X Jam 

X Chocolate biscuits 
X Washing-up liquid 

X Shower gel 
X Deodorant 

 
A reflection from ‘Marriage Matters’ 

 

If in need  We have good reason for believing that from her special place in heaven 
God continues to do great things through Mary.  Her own experience of being a wife 
and mother has made her very aware of the joys, trials and sufferings of life for 
married couples. This means that whenever we need it we can ask her for help. 
 

A prayer for life 
 

Yesterday we celebrated the feast of Saint Maximilian Kolbe, patron saint of the pro-
life movement.  On this feast of the Assumption, we ask for his intercession, along 
with Our Lady’s, as we the Church seek to support all pregnant mothers through their 
pregnancies, and that we would become models of support and charity to all in 
society.  Lord hear us.  Also visit: www.righttolife.org.uk/news  



Prayer for The Year of the Word 
 

Living God, you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears 

and shows us how to live for one another. 
Send us the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds 

so that we may be your witnesses throughout the world.  Amen. 
 

V. Your word is our path and your truth is our light. 
R. This day and every day. 

 

Our Lady of the Annunciation : Pray for us. 
Saint Matthew : Pray for us.   Saint Jerome : Pray for us. 

 
In this Year of the Word are you reading the Bible?  As a starting point consider 
looking up the daily Mass readings (references on the back page of this newsletter) 
and reading the texts directly from the bible, rather than in your own Missal or 
Magnificat, etc.  Very often doing this helps to put the scriptures into context, and 
sometimes fills in missing verses which have been cut by the compilers of the 
Lectionary.  Be challenged to read (and listen) to the living Word of God! 
 
 

Prayer in the Year of Saint Joseph 
 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  
To you God entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed her trust; 

with you Christ became man. 
Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, and defend us from every evil.  Amen. 

 
Prayers for … 

 

Please remember in your prayers especially: 
X Larry Markey, who has recently suffered a stroke. 
X Becky Bennett, a parishioner in Southwell. 
X Clergy of our diocese who are sick at this time: Monsignori Martin Cummins, 

Jonathan Moore; Canon Michael Moore; Fathers John Cairns, John Daley IC, Hugh 
Doherty, Paul Entwhistle, Kevin Gradwell, James Hannigan, Peter Harvey, 
Christopher Hogan, James Lynch, Frank McLaughlin, Robert Rutledge, Patrick 
O’Doherty, Michael Tutcher; Deacons Tom Berrie, Stephen Doona, Bill Hutchinson.  



Masses this week 
 

C = Saint Anthony’s church, Calverton; S = Our Lady of Victories’ church Southwell 
 

Saturday 14th August Memorial of Saint Maximilian Mary Kolbe, martyr 
Collection for the Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes 

   SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE 
    BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
S 6.00pm Mass Mary and Bryan Sills – 45th wedding anniversary 
Sunday 15th August SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE 
    BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
C 10.45am Mass Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
Monday 16th August Feria 
S 9.00am Mass Helen Foley RIP 
Tuesday 17th August Feria 
C 9.00am Mass Jessica Hanvey RIP 
Wednesday 18th August Feria 
S 9.00am Mass Anges and Stan Minton 
Thursday 19th August Feria 
C 8.00am Mass Safe arrival of Isla Carré 
Friday 20th August Memorial of Saint Bernard, abbot 
S 9.00am Mass Frances Hogan RIP (second anniversary) 
Saturday 21st August Memorial of Saint Pius X, pope 
 No morning Mass 
   Twenty-First Sunday of the Year 
S 6.00pm Mass Matilda and Joseph McBride 
Sunday 22nd August Twenty-First Sunday of the Year  
C 10.45am Mass Eileen Turner RIP 
 

Readings at Masses this week 
 

Sunday (vigil) 1 Chronicles 15:3-4.15-16. 16:1-2; Psalm 131(132):6-7.9-10.13-14; 
 1 Corinthians 15:54-57; Luke 11:27-28; (day) Apocalypse 11:19, 12:1-6.10;  
 Psalm 44(45):10-12.16; 1 Corinthians 15:20-26; Luke 1:39-56 
Monday Judges 2:11-19; Psalm 105(106):34-37.39-40.43-44; Matthew 19:16-22 
Tuesday Judges 6:11-24; Psalm 84(85):9.11-14; Matthew 19:23-30 
Wednesday Judges 9:6-15; Psalm 20(21):2-7; Matthew 20:1-16 
Thursday Judges 11:29-39; Psalm 39(40):5.7-10; Matthew 22:1-14 
Friday Ruth 1:1.3-6.14-16.22; Psalm 145(146):5-10; Matthew 22:34-40 
Saturday Ruth 2:1-3.8-11. 4:13-17; Psalm 127(128):1-5; Matthew 23:1-12 


