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1st and 2nd May 2021 : Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

 

Just as through the season of Lent, so now in Eastertide we have reflections prepared 
by clergy of Nottingham Diocese to help us reflect on each Sunday’s readings. 
 

Lee Child’s series of tales about the action hero ‘Jack Reacher’ have sold millions 
upon millions of books worldwide and a number have been made into movies.  
Reacher is a former Military Policeman who wanders around the United States 
encountering people who need his help.  Sometimes they’re people who didn’t 
realise they need his help until he steps in.  What we learn about Reacher, as the 25 
books to date have unfolded, is that even as a child, Reacher never ducks out of a 
fight when he or someone he encounters is in need.  In short, we explore his 
character as being someone who is commonly understood to be courageous. 

 The Disciples Gift of Courage in John’s Gospel.  The Holy 
Spirit’s gift of courage, or fortitude, is certainly made up in 
great part by courage as we commonly understand it, but it is 
more beside.  It is a courage that endures in standing up for 
what God stands up for in both doing good and enduring evil.  
It may lead to criticism, rejection or harm.  One of the 
reoccurring problems that Reacher encounters is his inability 
to solve a problem as easily as when he was in the Military 
with all the people and resources at his disposal hence his 
need to reconnect to people in his past life.  This is a gift of 
the Holy Spirit that especially exists within and for a 
community – we literally cannot make use of it on our own as 
Jesus says, “a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself”.  It is a gift 



that makes up the core stem of the vine. 
 Patience as a Fruit of Courage in Acts.  The journey from Saul the persecutor 
to Paul the follower could not have happened without the Holy Spirit’s gift of courage 
existing within and for the community of believers he went on to serve.  The snippet 
of experience that we share in Acts today bears a fruit of courage as patience.  Paul 
was chomping at the bit to open himself to all that he could as a follower of Jesus 
but the disciples simply cannot forget his past.  Through his letters we know what 
fire he has in his belly but this is where he reflects a truly divine response “slow to 
anger and rich in kindness and fidelity” (Exodus 34:6).  Paul has the power and 
contacts to return to the Saul of yesteryear in responding to his ill treatment but 
shows self-restraint – this is the fruit of the Holy Spirit of patience and enables others 
to witness Christ’s presence in their midst. 

The Lord is risen.  Alleluia!  He is truly risen.  Alleluia! 
 

Day of Prayer for the Victims and Survivors of Abuse : Tuesday 
 

In line with each Bishops’ Conference, and at the request of the Holy Father, the 
Bishops of England and Wales have designated Tuesday of the fifth week of Easter 
as an annual day of special prayer for the victims and survivors of abuse.  Bishop 
Patrick will offer a short liturgy of prayer and reparation before the Blessed 
Sacrament in our Cathedral this coming Tuesday.  We might all offer a prayer that 
day for the victims and survivors of sexual abuse, especially those who have suffered 
at the hands of clergy and religious. 
 

Access to a Priest or the Sacraments 
 

Although it can be difficult to get to church Mass is still celebrated every day for the 
intentions of all the parishioners of Southwell and Calverton, and for the specific 
intentions requested.  If you need to contact Father Simon, please get in touch.  
Requiem Masses and Funeral Services can still be held, either in church (for the 
Mass), or directly at the graveside or in the crematorium.  If you or someone you 
know wishes to be anointed with the Sacrament of the Sick please speak with Father 
Simon.  Likewise, if you or someone you know wishes to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation (Confession) this can be arranged directly with Father Simon.  If you 
know of anyone who isn’t presently coming to Mass please do let them know that 
our churches are open and Mass is celebrated.  Although some parishioners have 
good reasons for not coming back to Mass, it would be a travesty if others weren’t 
returning because they didn’t know they could do so.  



May : the Month of Mary 
 

May is one of two months – together with October – when we pray especially to God 
through the intercession his blessed Mother, Mary.  This year the Universal Church 
is being encouraged through the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New 
Evangelisation, to join together in praying for an end to the covid-19 pandemic, by 
praying the Rosary, together with all the Marian Shrines around the World.  Saturday 
1st May has been assigned to the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham, and the 
particular intention of all the deceased.  Bishop Patrick, asks that we all, aware of 
this important initiative, pray a decade of the Rosary in our homes and with our 
families each day during the month of May.  In this way, and joining together with 
our brothers and sisters around the world, we can seek the prayerful intercession of 
Our Lady for the end of the covid-19 pandemic. 
 Our Lady of Czestochowa will be the focus of prayer on 3rd May; Our Lady of 
Knock is the shrine chosen for 10th May; Our Lady of Lourdes has been assigned to 
18th May; and the pilgrimage will conclude in the Vatican Marian Grotto on 31st May, 
feast of Our Lady’s Visitation to Elizabeth.  A full list of the shrines being included in 
this Rosary virtual pilgrimage of prayer can be found here: 
www.pcpne.va/content/dam/pcpne/pdf/Eventi/rosario2021/Shrine%20List%20I

ng.pdf 
 The Rosary is a traditional and meditative form of prayer that uses the frequent 
repetition of prayers, especially the Hail Mary, to help to calm our minds and focus 
them towards the stillness of God and in contemplation of his love for us.  It is a good 
discipline to pray the Rosary often, but especially in May and October.  If you’ve not 
prayed the Rosary much before, consider starting again this month and asking Mary 
to help you in your prayers and in your life.  More information on how to pray the 
rosary can be found here: https://www.newadvent.org/images/rosary.pdf 

The word Rosary means ‘Crown of Roses’.  Our Lady has 
revealed to several people that each time they say a Hail Mary they 
are giving her a beautiful rose and that each complete Rosary makes 
her a crown of roses.  The rose is the queen of flowers, and so the 
Rosary is at the centre of all Catholic devotions and many consider 
it to be the most important one.  The Rosary is considered a perfect 
prayer because within it lies the awesome story of our salvation.  
Through the Rosary we meditate on the mysteries of joy, of light, of 
sorrow and of the glory of Jesus and Mary.  Perhaps this week we 
could all be challenged to pray even just one decade of the rosary?  



Coming to Mass 
 

In the current partial lockdown public Mass is available on Saturday in Southwell at 
6.00pm and on Sunday in Calverton at 10.45am.  Currently we are precluded from 
any social interaction in church (outside of our bubble), and in groups of no more 
than six outside of church.  We can come to church with a maximum (including priest 
and stewards) of 20 people in Southwell and 24 people in Calverton. 

To book a place telephone Kathleen and Robert Dixon on 01636 813874, at any 
reasonable time from 8.30am Monday morning until 4.30pm Friday afternoon; if 
there’s no reply leave a message with your name and number, or try ringing again a 
few minutes later.  Don’t use any other number to contact Kathleen and Robert, and 
please also note: 
X A place needs to be booked for each individual who plans to attend; 
X You’ll be asked to provide a telephone number, to be passed onto Public Health 

England if needed as part of the ‘Test and Trace’ system; 
X Sunday Masses bookings can be made during the preceding week only. 

 
What to expect when coming to Mass 

 

In order to comply with the Bishop’s guidelines on celebrating Masses in the covid-
19 period there’ll be some differences in that way we come to Mass and the way 
Mass is celebrated.  Please follow these directions, and recognise that those asking 
you to follow the directions are volunteers themselves: 
 

X Please don’t attend if you show any symptoms of covid-19; 
X Try to arrive no earlier than half an hour before Mass, and no later than ten 

minutes before Mass, to allow time for each person to enter one-by-one; 
X Enter via the car park and follow the one-way signs, waiting by the 2 metre 

markers in front of the church door if others have arrived before you; 
X Ensure you bring a mask to wear throughout the time in church, except when 

receiving Holy Communion; the mask should be worn so as to fully and snugly 
cover the wearer’s mouth and nose; 

X Please use the hand-sanitiser (provided) on arrival; 
X Please take one of the Mass Sheets, and a Newsletter, and take them home with 

you after Mass; 
X Put your weekly offering into the basket in the narthex; 
X There won’t be any holy water available, the repository will be closed, and there 

are no Catholic papers currently available; 



X Please sit on the seat to which you are directed, following the one-way system; 
seating is at two-metre intervals (in Southwell couples can sit next to each other, 
and families in a single pew; in Calverton the chairs have been laid out singularly); 

X Please avoid any contact with other parishioners; don’t speak unless necessary; 
X Only the disabled toilet will be available for use, and only if absolutely necessary.  

If you do use the toilet, please do so before you are seated, and then go to your 
seat (in Southwell, by exiting the hall lobby, walking around the side of the church, 
and re-entering the church through the main door, following the one-way system); 

X Windows and some doors will be open to enable as much ventilation as possible; 
X The Mass Sheet will explain the changes in the way Mass is celebrated, especially: 

o There will be no congregational singing; 
o Responses will be made with quiet voices; 
o There will be no ministries (eg altar servers, readers) during Mass; 
o There will be no sign of peace; 

X After Mass you will be invited to receive Holy Communion; then exit the church 
following the one-way system, out into the car park, and leave immediately. 

X Since it is not permitted to gather publicly in groups of more than six, please 
ensure that you don’t linger too long, or with too many others, in the car park after 
Mass, tempting as it is to chat with fellow parishioners! 

X As the weather is cooler please dress appropriately for the weather and 
temperature. 

 
NHS Covid-19 App and the QR Code in Church 

 

If you have a smart-phone please scan the QR code as you come in to either church, 
enabling you to ‘check in’ and assisting with the Government’s Track and Trace 
system.  Please note this is in addition to booking a place at Mass, and not instead – 
please continue to book for Mass as well! 
 

Covid Precautions : A Reminder 
 

X An effective vaccine is the best way to protect people from coronavirus and will 
save thousands of lives. 

X Following extensive safety trials and authorisation by the independent medicines’ 
regulator, the MHRA, effective COVID-19 vaccines are available in the UK for free. 

X It is essential that everyone continues to stay at home if possible to protect the 
NHS and save lives.  Follow the link to make a vaccine booking: 

https://www.swiftqueue.co.uk/nottinghamc19vpatient.php?fbclid=IwAR0nHe0lf
ONdVaFT8vwQIDjb5UQJ0_DQbEjxdLAkEdqdeGlHHATF35ENOEI  



Ways to continue to participate in the life of the Church 
 

The readings and prayers for Mass each day can be found here: 
• https://universalis.com/europe.england.nottingham/mass.htm 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from our Cathedral in Nottingham at the following times: 
• Sundays and Saturdays: 10am; Weekdays: 1pm 

The link to the televised Mass is here: 
• http://www.stbarnabascathedral.org.uk/01_Community/livestream.html 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from the National Shrine and Minor Basilica of Our Lady in 
Walsingham each day at 12 noon: 
• http://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream 

 

Sunday Mass, celebrated by Bishop Patrick, will be broadcast from his chapel at 
Bishop’s House each Sunday at 10am, and other days and times during the week: 
• www.youtube.com/channel/UCaf7upUMsn3Kl8GD79FotjQ/featured?fbclid=I

wAR1JRpqkdO0rHZY98bsnSC_N9TKbvSKXv0L5bT4yVCcMTHaVmAwaW4g-rAk 
 

A Livestream from the Grotto in Lourdes can be followed each day, with Mass 
broadcast in English at 9.00am (8.00am our time) each morning, and the Rosary, 
together with other prayers and devotions, in various languages, during the day: 
• https://www.lourdes-france.org/en/tv-lourdes/ 

 

Resources for children and young people can be found via the Nottingham Diocesan 
Catholic Youth Service’s (NDCYS) website: 
• https://ndcys.com 
• https://www.youtube.com/ndcyslive 

 

There are ideas for children’s liturgy on Cafod’s website: 
• https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

 

For children of primary school age the Mark 10 Mission gives a reflection for each 
Sunday’s Gospel, and a challenge for the week ahead: 
• https://www.themark10mission.co.uk/series-five-jesus-is-alive 

 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for May 
 

The world of finance. 
Let us pray that those in charge of finance will work with governments to regulate 
the financial sphere and protect citizens from its dangers.  



A Spiritual Communion 
 

Spiritual Communion is the heartfelt desire to receive Our Lord, even when we are 
unable to do so.  If you are live-streaming the Mass, or praying the texts of the Mass, 
when it comes to the time for receiving Holy Communion pray instead the prayer: 
 

From Saint Alphonsus Liguori: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love 

you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot at this 
moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I 

embrace you as being already there and unite myself wholly to you.  Never permit 
me to be separated from you.  Amen. 

 
Prayer during the Coronavirus Pandemic 

 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope.  We 
entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.  At the foot of the Cross you 

participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.  You, Salvation of the Roman 
People, know what we need.  We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you 

did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial.  
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do 
what Jesus tells us: He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows 

to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection.  Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.  Do not despise our 
pleas – we who are put to the test and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and 

blessed Virgin.  Amen. 
 

A Prayer to my Guardian Angel when I can’t get to Mass 
 

Dear Guardian Angel, go for me to the church, there kneel down at Mass for me.  
At the Offertory, take me to God, and offer him my service: what I am, what I have, 

offer as my gift.  At the Consecration, with your seraphic strength, adore my 
Saviour truly present, praying for those who have loved me, for those who have 

offended me, and for those now deceased, that the blood of Jesus may purify them 
all.  During Holy Communion, bring to me the Body and Blood of Jesus uniting him 
with me in spirit, so that my heart may become his dwelling place.  Plead with him, 
that through his sacrifice all people throughout the world may be saved.  When the 

Mass ends, bring home to me and to every home, the Lord's blessing.  Amen.  



A Reflection on Priesthood 
 

Following last Sunday’s celebration of Vocations Sunday, and thankful for all those 
who contributed their prayers, and some financial contributions to the formation of 
our future priests, here’s a reflection from a recently-ordained priest: 

It’s the Sunday of the Good Shepherd [last Sunday].  It’s easy to romanticise 
shepherds.  Artists and poets used to do it a lot, with shepherds playing flutes and 
falling in love and dreamily wandering over hillsides.  But that’s not what being a 
shepherd is about at all.  A shepherd – and this was much truer at the time of Jesus 
– takes care of animals by living with them.  He looks after them by being among 
them.  “While shepherds watched their flocks by night,” we sing at Christmas: out in 
the cold, in the elements, with the danger of wolves as we hear in this Gospel.  And 
that’s what Jesus did.  He became our shepherd, our Good Shepherd, by coming 
down from heaven and humbly living among us, sharing our lives. 

Jesus became close to us, he shares everything about our life, the ups and the 
downs, our hardships and our pain and even our death.  He lives with us and shares 
everything with us, and what he shares with us is his own life of love with the Father.  
Remember when you went on a school trip, and you had to bring a packed lunch.  
And the person who comes and sits next to you has this incredible lunch with boiled 
eggs and a pack of Pringles and a muesli bar and BLT sandwiches wrapped up in tinfoil 
and you’ve just got these miserable cling-film tuna sandwiches and a black banana.  
And the person suggests that you share lunches, and valiantly eats half of your tuna 
sandwiches while opening up the riches of their lunch to you.  Jesus shares our 
downtrodden lives and he opens up to us the life he shares with his Father. 

That’s what a shepherd is, and the call to be a priest is a call to be a shepherd 
in that way – a shepherd like Christ.  When I first felt the call to priesthood it was 
back in 2005, at World Youth Day in Cologne.  I was very struck by the witness of 
prayer of the priest who accompanied my group.  It made me realise that the priest 
is invited to share the life of God in a particular way.  That was the beginning of my 
attraction.  But since being ordained I’ve also realised that it’s a great privilege of the 
priest to share the life of his flock. 

As a priest, the people of God share their lives with you, and that is a wonderful 
privilege.  They share their joys and their sadnesses, they invite you to preside over 
their most important moments.  They bring you their deepest questions of mind and 
heart, they look to you for support and guidance.  They entrust you with leading their 
worship, which is such a delicate and important thing; they make you privy to their 
most painful secrets in the confessional.  They open their lives, and God pours his life 



into it through you.  You speak to them on his behalf.  They open up their sins and 
you speak God’s forgiveness.  They open up their sadness and you share God’s light 
and consolation.  They open up their most important moments and you bring not 
your own presence or your own ideas or your own lights but his presence, his word, 
his light.  You are his instrument.  And at the heart of all this is the priest’s own 
relationship with God, the opportunity to walk closely with Christ in all things, 
sharing the life of God through prayer and contemplation and study of his word. 

Young men worry – their parents also sometimes worry – that priesthood 
involves a diminishing of life.  It’s not without its sacrifices; the sacrifice of a wife and 
family is the most obvious.  But let me reassure any young men among you.  That 
sacrifice is there to enable a greater love.  If lived faithfully, it opens our heart to God 
and to others, it stretches it so that we can share more generously in God’s life and 
in the life of our people.  It makes us the blessed instrument by which we bring God 
and our people together into one blessed life. 

Father Philip Thomas Edwards 
 

Reflection by the Bishops of England and Wales 
The Day of the Lord 

 
Gathering as Bishops in Conference this week [19th – 22nd April], 
we wish to pay tribute to all in the Catholic community who have 
shown such courage, generosity and understanding in the face 
of adversity this past year.  Across England and Wales, families and parish 
communities have risen to the challenge of sustaining one another through times of 
great isolation, loneliness and grief in an impressive variety of ways, spiritual, 
emotional and practical.  We thank all who have worked tirelessly in prisons, in 
hospitals, care-homes and across the medical profession for giving of themselves so 
generously.  We thank all who have worked valiantly in our schools, facing 
unforeseen demands and meeting them with characteristic professionalism and 
dedication. 
 We wish also to pay tribute to those who have given of their time and energy 
to keep open our churches as havens of peace and prayer.  Churches up and down 
the land have realised the vision of Pope Francis that they be like village-wells where 
the thirsty come to drink in the midst of their journey; and centres of “constant 
missionary outreach.”  We thank all who have developed diverse new patterns of 
outreach – of prayer, catechesis, study and spiritual solidarity; all who have made 
participation in the Mass possible through the internet. 



 Also prominent in this tribute should be thanks 
to all who have contributed to the immense effort of 
providing food for those most in need.  The generosity 
shown in the distribution of so very many meals has 
given eloquent expression to the mercy, love and 
compassion which are at the very heart of God.  Many 
have been touched by the joy of meeting Christ in the 
poor; and many of the poor by the joy of meeting 
Christ in selfless parishioners.  The provision of food is 
often the first step into a deeper relationship of help 
and accompaniment, including the sharing of the gift 
of faith in our Blessed Lord. 

 ‘Vibrant’ is a word which seems to have characterised so many of our parishes 
throughout the pandemic.  We wish to salute our priests in particular for the 
leadership they have shown in this time of crisis.  We thank them for their deep 
devotion to both the liturgy and to their parishioners.  We commend every priest 
who made of his parish "a 'sanctuary' open to all” and with a particular care for the 
poor; and the many Deacons who have exercised with such generosity their mission 
of charity. 
 What will be the pace of our emerging from this pandemic remains as yet 
unclear.  What is clear is the challenge we face of bringing our communities and the 
practice of the faith to a still greater expression and strength.  As your bishops, we 
are aware of a threefold pattern to this challenge. 

a) There are the fearful and weary, anxious about coming into the enclosed 
spaces of our churches; those who have simply lost the habit of coming to 
church.  Personal contact, clear reassurance, and sensitive invitations will all 
be needed. 

b) There are those who will have reassessed their pattern of life and priorities.  
The practice of faith within the community of the Catholic Church may not be 
among those priorities.  A gap may have opened up, or widened, between the 
spiritual dimension of their lives and any communal expression of that spiritual 
quest.  They represent a particular focus and concern for our outreach. 

c) There are those whom we might describe as the ‘covid curious', those who 
have come into contact with the Catholic Church through our presence on the 
internet – a contact we may be able to develop through our continuing 
presence across diverse media platforms. 

In facing these challenges, we are endowed with veritable treasures which serve to 



resource and enrich us.  Among them are our schools, in which so many are regaining 
confidence to come together with others.  We believe our schools can indeed be 
bridges back to church.  There is also the remarkable work of social outreach which 
has grown exponentially during these long months of pandemic.  On this, too, we 
must build.  But the greatest treasure is, of course, the sacramental life of the Church, 
and, pre-eminently, the Eucharist. 
 It is the Eucharist, the celebration of the Mass, that 
makes the Church; and it is the Church, in the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, which makes the Eucharist.  The Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass is the lifeblood of the Church.  It requires our active 
participation and, to be fully celebrated, our physical 
presence. 
 At this moment, then, we need to have in our sights the need to restore to its 
rightful centrality in our lives the Sunday Mass, encouraging each to take his or her 
place once again in the assembly of our brothers and sisters.  We face the task of 
seeking to nurture the sense of Sunday as “a weekly gift from God to his people”, 
and something we cannot do without; to see Sunday as the soul of the week, as 
giving light and meaning to all the responsibilities we live out each day; to see the 
Sunday Eucharist as food for the unique mission with which we have been endowed. 
 In the time to come we can do no better than to rekindle in our hearts, foster 
and encourage, a yearning for the Real Presence of the Lord and the practice of 
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament, a gift so deeply appreciated in these times of 
lockdown.  We need to begin by fostering this in ourselves.  For the Eucharist should 
be the cause of our deepest joy, our highest manner of offering thanks to God and 
for seeking his mercy and love. We need to make it the foundation stone of our lives. 
 The invitation to Sunday Mass resonates all the more deeply when we 
consider, as Pope Saint John Paul II reminds us in the Encyclical Letter Dies Domini, 
that the Sabbath rest is nothing if not a call to remember the gift of God’s Creation.  
The Eucharist is indeed a celebration of the created world, called into life by the 
Eternal Word, for the bread and wine of the earth becomes the Body and Blood of 
Christ who is that same Lord of all life.  The Christ to whom we come so close in the 
Eucharist must be the foundation of our strivings, not least in the urgent task we face 
of caring for creation and our environment. 
 Pope Saint John Paul II spoke of our amazement at the gift of the Mass and the 
abiding Presence of our Blessed Lord in the Sacrament of the Altar.  Herein lies our 
treasure, enriching our relationship with Jesus and bringing together every aspect of 
our life and mission.  This is such an important focus for our task in the coming 
months.  



Forthcoming Events in our parish and wider community 
 

Beauvale Pilgrimage 2021  On Sunday 2nd May at 3.00pm Bishop Patrick will 
celebrate the annual Mass to honour the lives of the Beauvale Martyrs, Saints John 
Houghton and Robert Lawrence.  Due to covid restrictions this year’s Mass will be 
celebrated in Our Lady of Good Counsel church, Eastwood.  The number of people 
has to be limited to 48, but Mass will be live streamed.  Search on YouTube: ‘Our 
Lady of Good Counsel church Eastwood’ to follow the Mass.  For more information 
please contact Father Paul Newman: paul.newman@dioceseofnottingham.uk 
 

On Tuesday 4th May we celebrate the Feast of the English Martyrs.  These are the 
men and women, laity, religious and clergy, who were put to death for being 
Catholics and for attending Mass in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.  
Although we can’t easily get to Mass on Tuesday we might ask for their intercession 
our prayers, that we might be, like them, steadfast in our faith. 

Martyrs of England, pray for us! 
 

Father John Deehan is offering a series of five evening talks on the Old Testament 
entitled: The Old Testament, A Guide for the Perplexed, each Tuesday until 18th 
May at 7.00pm.  These are being run by the Agency for Evangelisation, Diocese of 
Westminster, free of charge.  To register for the talks, click on the following 
Eventbrite link: www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-old-testament-a-guide-for-the-
perplexed-fr-john-deehan-series-tickets-147585890371 
 

The National Justice and Peace Network holds quarterly Networking Meetings, and 
the next will explore the impact of lockdown on young people in our schools.  The 
event will be held on Saturday 8th May from 11.00am until 3.00pm, via Zoom.  To 
book for the event visit: https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk 
 

Sitting among the Ashes is a training course for anyone offering spiritual direction 
or pastoral care in the climate and ecological emergency.  The conference will be 
held between Wednesday 12th May and Friday 14th May, via Zoom. 

The prospects for the future are having, and will continue to have, an impact 
on many of us, our mind, emotions and spirits.  Those involved in spiritual direction 
or pastoral care need to process the effects in order to support those others who 
share their concerns.  This conference offers a way in.  It is led by Andii Bowsher, Co-
ordinating Chaplain at the University of Northumbria, with Paul Bodenham (in a 
personal capacity).To find out more visit: 

https://www.facebook.com/events/2769794959997812/ 



Thursday 13th May is the solemnity of the Ascension 
of the Lord.  Although this year it’s not a holy day of 
obligation, since the obligation to attend Mass is still 
suspended in England and Wales, some parishioners 
might wish to come to Mass and celebrate the day.  
A public Mass will be celebrated in Saint Anthony’s 
church, Calverton, that evening at 7.00pm, and 
booking for the Mass, in the usual way, will be 
available from Monday 11th May.  Unfortunately, due 
to the unavailability of stewards, it isn’t possible for 
Mass to be celebrated publicly in Our Lady of 
Victories church that day. 
 

Being a Missionary Disciple we are offered two talks via Zoom on ‘being a Missionary 
Disciple’.  The first talk ‘The Ascension and the Great Commission’ will be given by 
Canon Christopher Thomas on Thursday 13th May at 7.00pm.  This talk will explore 
the importance of the Ascension and how we can live Jesus final instructions to us. 

The second talk ‘Pentecost and Mission’ will be given by Pippa Baker on 
Wednesday 19th May at 7.00pm.  This talk will examine the significance of Pentecost 
for us and how the Holy Spirit equips us for mission in our everyday lives.  To register 
visit: www.dioceseofnottingham.uk 
 

Pax Christi’s Pilgrimage for Peace is being celebrated during the week of 15th – 21st 
May.  “Set yourself a challenge, get sponsored for it, and raise vital funds to support 
this work for peace that we all value.”  More details can be found at: 
tinyurl.com/Pilgrimage4Peace 
 

The Marriage Encounter experience is normally available as a residential or non-
residential weekend but in response to the ongoing restrictions of the covid 
pandemic, it is now available as a live, on-line experience.  The experience is an 
opportunity to learn from couples who are willing to share their personal journeys 
and tools for reclaiming the spark and living in love together.  Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter (WWME) offers an experience that helps couples to listen, share and 
connect more deeply; for over 50 years it has helped millions of Catholic couples and 
others, throughout the world, unlock the power of their relationships. 

There is no group discussion, it is just about the couple learning to be the best, 
most loving couple they can be.  The new format has proved popular, especially with 
younger couples and is being rolled out during 2021, on 15th - 16th May.  To book or 
to find out more information about WWME follow the link: www.wwme.org.uk  



More Forthcoming Events in our parish and wider community 
 

Here: Now: Us.  The Word and the Common Good.  You are invited to join Catholics 
from around the Diocese of Nottingham for an interactive online course over six 
Monday evenings in June and July.  As life starts afresh after lockdown, it's a rare 
opportunity to sow seeds of the Gospel. 

X Discover how Scripture and Catholic Social Teaching can help us seize this 
moment and build a society that reflects God's Kingdom. 

X Build bridges following a year of social distancing and foster a new 'culture of 
encounter'. 

X Form new friendships, renew old ones, and help to build our parish 
communities for mission. 

This initiative comes at an exciting time for our diocese, as we listen 
afresh to the Gospel’s invitation to encounter Christ, grow as disciples, 
and step out in mission... Every parish that takes up the invitation of 
‘Here: Now: Us’ won’t just make an impact at home; it will be joining the 
universal Church in making Christ’s love known on earth." 

Bishop Patrick McKinney 
The sessions begin on Monday 7th June at 7.00pm, and beforehand the Diocese is 
offering an open evening where you ask questions and find out what’s involved on 
Monday 17th May.  To book a place, or for more information, visit: 
www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/here-now-us or contact Paul at 
paul.bodenham@dioceseofnottingham.uk, or on 07470 907656. 
 

Pax Christi AGM will be held on Saturday 22nd May at 10.15am (for a 10.30am start).  
Please register (by 20th May) via https://bit/ly/2Qb6nyx or visit the website for more 
information: www.paxchristi.org.uk 
 

Pentecost Prayer and the launch of the Diocesan Caritas.  Kindle the fire of love by 
joining on the eve of Pentecost, Saturday 22nd May at 4.00pm, for a special 
interactive online service to mark the launch of Caritas.  Find out how you can grow 
the Church’s mission of justice and charity. Book your place today via: 

https://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/information/diocesan-
commissions/justiceandpeace/kindle-the-fire 

 

The Vocations Team are holding their next café for those interested in finding out 
more about their calling on Monday 24th May at 7.00pm.  This month Father Wilfred, 
parish priest of Corpus Christi parish, Nottingham, and a member of the Religious 



congregation Sacred Heart Fathers will speak about: How He Lives His Call Today. 
Contact Diane at the Vocations Team (vocationsadmin@dioceseofnottingham.uk) 

for the Zoom link, or telephone the Vocations Centre on 0115 950 1064 for more 
information.  A warm welcome awaits you. 
 

Open with Care, resuming parish life in the 'new normal'.  In late June the 
Government hopes to relax the restrictions that have prevented most parish 
activities taking place.  It will be the moment when many parish facilities and groups 
can start up again.  Open with Care on Wednesday 2nd June at 3.30pm until 5.00pm 
will help ensure that church premises and the things that happen in it are as safe and 
healthy as possible, and fulfil the government guidance.  We'll be joined by Catherine 
Scholes from the diocesan property office.  Having guided us through lockdown, 
she'll now be helping make plans to re-open.  The link for the event can be found at: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScsYjmNkwmFie0FSmFbaoeiI6G8BO

kKoDdzV0VVr-7OpItu0A/viewform 
 

Cafod : Parliament in your Parish 
 

Cafod is inviting Catholics to organise a virtual meeting with their local MP, to discuss 
how to rebuild from the pandemic in a way that tackles the major global issues of 
our time, including climate change and unjust foreign debts.  Six simple steps to 
organising a virtual meeting with your MP: 
1. Talk to your parish priest and let him know that you would like to organise a virtual 

meeting as part of Cafod’s Reclaim Our Common Home campaign. 
2. Once your parish is happy ‘hosting’ the virtual meeting, note down a few potential 

dates and times. 
3. Find one or two other members of your parish to help organise the meeting.  You 

can also ask friends or family members who might be able to help too.  Anything 
between two to six people will be a good number to work on this project. 

4. Email your MP’s office and invite him or her to the meeting.  If you don’t get a 
reply in one week, send another email and follow up with a phone call. 

5. Once your MP confirms the date and time, you will need to set up the digital 
meeting.  You can use a platform such as Zoom, Microsoft Teams or Google Meet.  
Platforms like this will provide you with a link that you can share with everyone 
who is attending the meeting. 

6. Spread the word!  Promote the meeting through your parish’s website, newsletter 
and social media channels.  Phone and email people you know locally and invite 
them.  Don't forget to let your local Cafod Coordinator know the date too.  



Christian Aid Week : Together, we can help stop this climate crisis 
 

During Christian Aid Week, Monday 10th – Sunday 16th May, we participate in the 
work being done in helping some of the world’s poorest peoples in 37 countries 
battle both climate chaos and the Coronavirus pandemic.  This climate crisis hurts us 
all, but people living in poverty fight the worst of it every day.  Extreme weather 
means people like Rose in Kenya are struggling to survive without a reliable source 
of water.   Rose walks for six hours every day to fetch water for her grandchildren.  
She tries hard to give them the kind of life she remembers from when she was a girl: 
when the rivers flowed with water and the crops bore fruit.  A simple earth dam, 
built with the help of Christian Aid’s partners and your donations, could completely 
change her life.  With a dam full of water, Rose would be free from her long, painful 
journeys.  She’d have time to grow fresh vegetables for her family to eat.  And it 
would help Rose and her neighbours reduce the spread of covid-19. 
 Each envelope, delivered door to door by the many local volunteers, will 
indicate local drop off points for donations, or please donate via Southwell Christian 
Aid Committee at its Just Giving page: Stop Rose’s Long Walk for Water 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Southwell-Christian-Aid-Committee1  Please 
stand with people like Rose and join us by donating this May. 
 

Diocesan Job Opportunity 
 

There are vacancies for two Lead Lay Chaplains within the Diocese of Nottingham, at 
the St Thérèse of Lisieux Catholic Multi Academy Trust (Lincolnshire and Rutland) 
and the St Ralph Sherwin Catholic Multi Academy Trust (Derbyshire).  The closing 
date for applications is Tuesday 4th May, and further details are available at: 

www.stl-cmat.org.uk/vacancies or www.srscmat.co.uk/vacancies 
 

Parish Newsletter by email 
 

If you’d like to receive the parish newsletter by email simply email Father Simon at 
simon.gillespie@dioceseofnottingham.uk, asking to be added.  It’s necessary to 
have parishioners’ consent to send the newsletter, and other messages, via email. 
 

Financial Support of our Parish 
 

Thank you to those parishioners who give regularly via standing orders.  If you don’t 
do so, please consider what you can give, and if you can the details are: 
• Account name: Our Lady of Vic, Southwell RCP 
• Sort Code: 30-67-76 • Account number: 45368360 

Many thanks to all our parishioners for your continuing generosity!  



Settlement Scheme for European Union Citizens 
 

All EU, EEA and Swiss citizens living in the UK are required by the government to 
apply through its Settlement Scheme to continue living, working and accessing 
services here.  The deadline for applications is 30th June 2021.  Details and links to 
the application process can be found at: gov.uk/eusettledstatus  Information on 
assistance for those applying is available at: gov.uk/help-eu-settlement-scheme 
 

Supporting Newark Foodbank 
 

The following items are especially needed in April: 
 

X Instant mashed potato 
X Long-life milk 

X Sponge puddings 
(tinned or microwavable) 

X Jam 
X Marmalade 
X Peanut butter 

X Chocolate biscuits (eg kitkat) 
Items can be donated at the Co-op, One Stop, and Lloyds Chemist in Southwell. 
 

How has covid-19 affected you and your faith? 
 

The Diocese of Nottingham has launched a short survey in order to deepen its 
understanding of covid-19’s impact on all Catholics across the diocese.  Please visit 

https://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/whats-on/news/share-your-story-how-
has-covid-19-affected-you-and-your-faith 

Encourage other parishioners to do so too.  The deadline is Sunday 4th July. 
 

The Year of the Word 
 

Living God, you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears 

and shows us how to live for one another. 
Send us the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds 

so that we may be your witnesses throughout the world.  Amen. 
 

V. Your word is our path and your truth is our light. 
R. This day and every day. 

 

Our Lady of the Annunciation : Pray for us. 
Saint Matthew : Pray for us. 
Saint Jerome : Pray for us.  



Prayer Intentions for Eastertide 
 

Although we can’t pray the Universal Prayer (bidding prayers) at Mass presently, 
Bishop Patrick gives us some suggestions for our prayers during each week of Easter. 
 

Christ commands us to love.  In this spirit, we pray for the needs of the Church and 
the world. 
X For the clergy and religious, that they may be fruitful branches of Christ, the life-

giving vine, and that they may never fail to proclaim the Gospel even in the face 
of adversity or trial.  Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

X For Catholics in England, that, as we celebrate the feast of the English Martyrs this 
week, we may be granted the strength to pass on the faith which they fought so 
valiantly to preserve.  Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

X For missionaries working in difficult territories around the world; that in the spirit 
of Paul and Barnabas, they may continue to bring hope to people in need.  Lord, 
in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

X For our diocesan parishes, that they may be places where Christians fully live out 
their baptismal priesthood. 

X For diplomats and those working for peace around the world; that they may 
succeed in healing divisions.  Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

X May Our Lady, Mother of Hope, intercede for us as we pray: Hail Mary… 
Heavenly Father, your loving care brings us safe through the trials of life: hear the 
prayers we make, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

A reflection from ‘Marriage Matters’ 
 

Listening and discerning together 
Jesus says: “Whoever remains in me bears fruit in plenty.”  Listening to Our Lord is 
essential for our fruitfulness.  This can depend on how well we make the time to 
listen to each other, to discern together.  Often God speaks to us through our spouse; 
some say ‘the closer we are to each other, the closer we are to God’. 
 

A prayer for life 
 

As we enter into this month dedicated to our Blessed Mother, we bring to mind all 
mothers.  That, like Mary, they would be able to love and cherish their children from 
the point of conception.  We pray also that these women would find support in their 
spouses, family and friends as they journey through the joys and trials of 
parenthood.  Lord hear us.  



Prayers for … 
 

Please remember in your prayers especially: 
X All those affected by the coronavirus outbreak – those infected, those caring for 

them, those who have died, and those who mourn. 
X Douglas Flint, who died on Saturday 24th April.  May he rest in peace. 
X Timothy Wilfred Hogan, who died on Wednesday 21st April.  May he rest in peace! 
X Anna Theresa Heslin, who died on Tuesday 20th April aged 90, and whose funeral 

will be celebrated on Wednesday 12th May.  May she rest in peace! 
X Father Anthony (Tony) Colebrook, who died on Monday 19th April, after 53 years 

as a priest of our diocese, and whose Requiem Mass will be celebrated on Friday 
7th May.  May he rest in peace! 

X Jessica Hanvey (known to many in the parish as Auntie Jessie), who died on 
Saturday 17th April aged 97.  May she rest in peace!  

X Joan Hyde, a parishioner in Calverton. 
X Clergy of our diocese who are sick at this time: Monsignor Jonathan Moore, 

Canon Michael Moore, Fathers John Cairns, John Daley IC, Hugh Doherty, Kevin 
Gradwell, James Hannigan, Peter Harvey, Christopher Hogan, James Lynch, Frank 
McLaughlin, Robert Rutledge, Michael Tutcher; Deacons Tom Berrie, Stephen 
Doona, William Hutchinson. 

 
Year of Saint Joseph 

 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed her trust; 

with you Christ became man. 
Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father and guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 
   and defend us from every evil.  Amen. 
 

Episode Two of A Father’s Heart – A Podcast for Catholic Dads  

The second episode of the Diocese of Nottingham’s Podcast for 
the Year of Saint Joseph was published on Friday 30th April.  In 
this episode guests Maziano and Merwyn (from Sacred Heart 
Parish in Leicester) share their thoughts on Saint Joseph being 
‘An Obedient Father’ and how we can respond to the will of God 
in our lives.  Download it from your podcast provider or listen 
online by going to : www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/podcasts  



Masses and Services this week and next week 
 

Saturday 1st May  Memorial of Saint Joseph the worker 
  No morning Mass 
    FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Collection for the Clergy Formation Fund 
S 6.00pm Mass  Mary Back RIP 
Sunday 2nd May  FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
C 10.45am Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish, from 18th April) 
Monday 3rd May  Feast of Saints Philip and James, apostles 
  Mass  David Gudgeon RIP 
Tuesday 4th May  Feast of the English Martyrs 

Day of Special Prayer for the Survivors of Sexual Abuse 
  Mass  Brendan O’Flanagan RIP 
Wednesday 5th May Easter Feria 
  Mass  Jessica Hanvey RIP 
Thursday 6th May  Easter Feria 
  Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish, from 25th April) 
Friday 7th May  Easter Feria 
  Mass  Father Anthony Colebrook RIP (funeral day) 
Saturday 8th May  Easter Feria 
  No morning Mass 
    SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
S 6.00pm Mass  Mr & Mrs S N Carr (golden wedding anniversary) 
Sunday 9th May  SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
C 10.45am Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish, from 2nd May) 
 

Readings at Masses this week 
 

Sunday Act 9:26-31; Psalm 21(22):26-28.30-32; 1 John 3:18-24; John 15:1-8 
Monday  1 Corinthians 15:1-8; Psalm 18(19):2-5; John 14:6-14 
Tuesday  Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 30(31):3-4.6.8.17.21; Matthew 10:17-20 
Wednesday Acts 15:1-6; Psalm 121(122):1-5; John 15:1-8 
Thursday Acts 15:7-21; Psalm 95(96):1-3.10; John 15:9-11 
Friday Acts 15:2-31; Psalm 56(57):8-12; John 15:12-17 
Saturday Acts 16:1-10; Psalm 99(100):1-3.5; John 15:18-21 


