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8th and 9th May 2021 : Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

 

Just as through the season of Lent, so now in Eastertide we have reflections prepared 
by clergy of Nottingham Diocese to help us reflect on each Sunday’s readings. 

The 1967 film ‘To Sir, With Love’, staring Sidney Poitier, and an all-star cast 
including the singer Lulu, deals with social and racial issues in an inner-city school.  
It’s remarkable just how relevant many of the issues, concerning 1960s Britain, 
remain today.  The main character, Mark Thackeray, is a newly qualified teacher 
journeying with a class of pupils who have been rejected from other schools and are 
demob happy as they near the end of their final year in school.  To other members 
of staff, they appear unteachable but rather than trying to drag them through the 
last few weeks of the set curriculum, Mark takes a different approach to teach them 
life skills.  What he achieves with the class is not a conversion of the mind but of the 
heart which in turn stimulates their intellect and will to be open to the possibility of 
making adult choices about their present and future lives. 
 The Disciples Gift of Wisdom in John’s Gospel  The Holy Spirit’s gift of wisdom 
is enjoyed when we remain in God’s love.  When we do this by loving God, others 
and ourselves our decision-making changes to reflect God’s will.  Jesus notes that 
this isn’t within the context of being servants of God but the more challenging 
thought of being drawn into friendship with God.  Friendship is all about an attraction 

to another; perhaps stimulated by a person’s 
character, what they do, say or think.  We 
become attracted by these traits in God, to such 
an extent that we grow in knowing the business 
of God which is love.  Each choice that we make 
becomes governed by love – this is wisdom. 



Gentleness as a Fruit of Wisdom in Acts  You could pardon Peter for an 
occasional lapse into a delusion of grandeur with his seemingly giant leap from 
fisherman to the rock upon which is built the Church.  However, from the very outset 
in today’s reading, from Acts, we see that his decision making is grounded in the 
divine.  Embracing the gift of wisdom, Peter gently greets Cornelius then gently 
receives and nurtures the pagans who encounter Christ’s presence and seek 
baptism.  Peter is meek in the very best understanding of the word in terms of the 
control of an even-tempered, balanced and unpretentious application of power.  
After having the Holy Spirit poured into him, it offers an interesting comparison to 
the growth in his discipleship – with the gifts of the Holy Spirit he is now a Missionary 
Disciple as evidenced by this fruit of gentleness. 

The Lord is risen.  Alleluia!  He is truly risen.  Alleluia! 
 

Access to a Priest or the Sacraments 
 

Although it can be difficult to get to church Mass is still celebrated every day for the 
intentions of all the parishioners of Southwell and Calverton, and for the specific 
intentions requested.  If you need to contact Father Simon, please get in touch.  
Requiem Masses and Funeral Services can still be held, either in church (for the 
Mass), or directly at the graveside or in the crematorium.  If you or someone you 
know wishes to be anointed with the Sacrament of the Sick please speak with Father 
Simon.  Likewise, if you or someone you know wishes to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation (Confession) this can be arranged directly with Father Simon.  If you 
know of anyone who isn’t presently coming to Mass please do let them know that 
our churches are open and Mass is celebrated.  Although some parishioners have 
good reasons for not coming back to Mass, it would be a travesty if others weren’t 
returning because they didn’t know they could do so. 
 

The Ascension of the Lord 
 

As we celebrate the Ascension of Jesus into heaven on Thursday, and the end of his 
life on earth, we can meditate and reflect on these words of Saint Augustine of Hippo, 
writing about how Jesus’ Ascension continues to affect the Church to our own times. 
 

Today our Lord Jesus Christ ascended into heaven; let our hearts ascend with 
him. Listen to the words of the Apostle: If you have risen with Christ, set your hearts 
on the things that are above where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God; seek 
the things that are above, not the things that are on earth. For just as he remained 



with us even after his ascension, so we too are 
already in heaven with him, even though what 
is promised us has not yet been fulfilled in our 
bodies.  Christ is now exalted above the 
heavens, but he still suffers on earth all the 
pain that we, the members of his body, have 
to bear. He showed this when he cried out 
from above: Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me? and when he said: I was hungry and you 
gave me food. 

Why do we on earth not strive to find 
rest with him in heaven even now, through 
the faith, hope and love that unites us to him? 

While in heaven he is also with us; and we while on earth are with him. He is here 
with us by his divinity, his power and his love. We cannot be in heaven, as he is on 
earth, by divinity, but in him, we can be there by love.  He did not leave heaven when 
he came down to us; nor did he withdraw from us when he went up again into 
heaven. The fact that he was in heaven even while he was on earth is borne out by 
his own statement: No one has ever ascended into heaven except the one who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man, who is in heaven.  

These words are explained by our oneness with Christ, for he is our head and 
we are his body. No one ascended into heaven except Christ because we also are 
Christ: he is the Son of Man by his union with us, and we by our union with him are 
the sons of God. So the Apostle says: Just as the human body, which has many 
members, is a unity, because all the different members make one body, so is it also 
with Christ. He too has many members, but one body.  Out of compassion for us he 
descended from heaven, and although he ascended alone, we also ascend, because 
we are in him by grace. Thus, no one but Christ descended and no one but Christ 
ascended; not because there is no distinction between the head and the body, but 
because the body as a unity cannot be separated from the head. 
 

Thursday this week is the solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord.  Although this year 
it’s not a holy day of obligation, since the obligation to attend Mass is still suspended 
in England and Wales, some parishioners might wish to come to Mass and celebrate 
the day.  A public Mass will be celebrated in Saint Anthony’s church, Calverton, that 
evening at 7.00pm, and booking for the Mass, in the usual way, will be available from 
Monday morning.  Unfortunately, due to the unavailability of stewards, it isn’t 
possible for Mass to be celebrated publicly in Our Lady of Victories church that day.  



Coming to Mass 
 

In the current partial lockdown public Mass is available on Saturday in Southwell at 
6.00pm and on Sunday in Calverton at 10.45am.  Currently we are precluded from 
any social interaction in church (outside of our bubble), and in groups of no more 
than six outside of church.  We can come to church with a maximum (including priest 
and stewards) of 20 people in Southwell and 24 people in Calverton. 

To book a place telephone Kathleen and Robert Dixon on 01636 813874, at any 
reasonable time from 8.30am Monday morning until 4.30pm Friday afternoon; if 
there’s no reply leave a message with your name and number, or try ringing again a 
few minutes later.  Don’t use any other number to contact Kathleen and Robert, and 
please also note: 
X A place needs to be booked for each individual who plans to attend; 
X You’ll be asked to provide a telephone number, to be passed onto Public Health 

England if needed as part of the ‘Test and Trace’ system; 
X Sunday Masses bookings can be made during the preceding week only. 

 
What to expect when coming to Mass 

 

In order to comply with the Bishop’s guidelines on celebrating Masses in the covid-
19 period there’ll be some differences in that way we come to Mass and the way 
Mass is celebrated.  Please follow these directions, and recognise that those asking 
you to follow the directions are volunteers themselves: 
 

X Please don’t attend if you show any symptoms of covid-19; 
X Try to arrive no earlier than half an hour before Mass, and no later than ten 

minutes before Mass, to allow time for each person to enter one-by-one; 
X Enter via the car park and follow the one-way signs, waiting by the 2 metre 

markers in front of the church door if others have arrived before you; 
X Ensure you bring a mask to wear throughout the time in church, except when 

receiving Holy Communion; the mask should be worn so as to fully and snugly 
cover the wearer’s mouth and nose; 

X Please use the hand-sanitiser (provided) on arrival; 
X Please take one of the Mass Sheets, and a Newsletter, and take them home with 

you after Mass; 
X Put your weekly offering into the basket in the narthex; 
X There won’t be any holy water available, the repository will be closed, and there 

are no Catholic papers currently available; 



X Please sit on the seat to which you are directed, following the one-way system; 
seating is at two-metre intervals (in Southwell couples can sit next to each other, 
and families in a single pew; in Calverton the chairs have been laid out singularly); 

X Please avoid any contact with other parishioners; don’t speak unless necessary; 
X Only the disabled toilet will be available for use, and only if absolutely necessary.  

If you do use the toilet, please do so before you are seated, and then go to your 
seat (in Southwell, by exiting the hall lobby, walking around the side of the church, 
and re-entering the church through the main door, following the one-way system); 

X Windows and some doors will be open to enable as much ventilation as possible; 
X The Mass Sheet will explain the changes in the way Mass is celebrated, especially: 

o There will be no congregational singing; 
o Responses will be made with quiet voices; 
o There will be no ministries (eg altar servers, readers) during Mass; 
o There will be no sign of peace; 

X After Mass you will be invited to receive Holy Communion; then exit the church 
following the one-way system, out into the car park, and leave immediately. 

X Since it is not permitted to gather publicly in groups of more than six, please 
ensure that you don’t linger too long, or with too many others, in the car park after 
Mass, tempting as it is to chat with fellow parishioners! 

X As the weather is cooler please dress appropriately for the weather and 
temperature. 

 
NHS Covid-19 App and the QR Code in Church 

 

If you have a smart-phone please scan the QR code as you come in to either church, 
enabling you to ‘check in’ and assisting with the Government’s Track and Trace 
system.  Please note this is in addition to booking a place at Mass, and not instead – 
please continue to book for Mass as well! 
 

Covid Precautions : A Reminder 
 

X An effective vaccine is the best way to protect people from coronavirus and will 
save thousands of lives. 

X Following extensive safety trials and authorisation by the independent medicines’ 
regulator, the MHRA, effective COVID-19 vaccines are available in the UK for free. 

X It is essential that everyone continues to stay at home if possible to protect the 
NHS and save lives.  Follow the link to make a vaccine booking: 

https://www.swiftqueue.co.uk/nottinghamc19vpatient.php?fbclid=IwAR0nHe0lf
ONdVaFT8vwQIDjb5UQJ0_DQbEjxdLAkEdqdeGlHHATF35ENOEI  



Ways to continue to participate in the life of the Church 
 

The readings and prayers for Mass each day can be found here: 
• https://universalis.com/europe.england.nottingham/mass.htm 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from our Cathedral in Nottingham at the following times: 
• Sundays and Saturdays: 10am; Weekdays: 1pm 

The link to the televised Mass is here: 
• http://www.stbarnabascathedral.org.uk/01_Community/livestream.html 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from the National Shrine and Minor Basilica of Our Lady in 
Walsingham each day at 12 noon: 
• http://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream 

 

Sunday Mass, celebrated by Bishop Patrick, will be broadcast from his chapel at 
Bishop’s House each Sunday at 10am, and other days and times during the week: 
• www.youtube.com/channel/UCaf7upUMsn3Kl8GD79FotjQ/featured?fbclid=I

wAR1JRpqkdO0rHZY98bsnSC_N9TKbvSKXv0L5bT4yVCcMTHaVmAwaW4g-rAk 
 

A Livestream from the Grotto in Lourdes can be followed each day, with Mass 
broadcast in English at 9.00am (8.00am our time) each morning, and the Rosary, 
together with other prayers and devotions, in various languages, during the day: 
• https://www.lourdes-france.org/en/tv-lourdes/ 

 

Resources for children and young people can be found via the Nottingham Diocesan 
Catholic Youth Service’s (NDCYS) website: 
• https://ndcys.com 
• https://www.youtube.com/ndcyslive 

 

There are ideas for children’s liturgy on Cafod’s website: 
• https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

 

For children of primary school age the Mark 10 Mission gives a reflection for each 
Sunday’s Gospel, and a challenge for the week ahead: 
• https://www.themark10mission.co.uk/series-five-jesus-is-alive 

 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for May 
 

The world of finance. 
Let us pray that those in charge of finance will work with governments to regulate 
the financial sphere and protect citizens from its dangers.  



A Spiritual Communion 
 

Spiritual Communion is the heartfelt desire to receive Our Lord, even when we are 
unable to do so.  If you are live-streaming the Mass, or praying the texts of the Mass, 
when it comes to the time for receiving Holy Communion pray instead the prayer: 
 

From Saint Alphonsus Liguori: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love 

you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot at this 
moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I 

embrace you as being already there and unite myself wholly to you.  Never permit 
me to be separated from you.  Amen. 

 
Prayer during the Coronavirus Pandemic 

 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope.  We 
entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.  At the foot of the Cross you 

participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.  You, Salvation of the Roman 
People, know what we need.  We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you 

did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial.  
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do 
what Jesus tells us: He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows 

to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection.  Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.  Do not despise our 
pleas – we who are put to the test and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and 

blessed Virgin.  Amen. 
 

A Prayer to my Guardian Angel when I can’t get to Mass 
 

Dear Guardian Angel, go for me to the church, there kneel down at Mass for me.  
At the Offertory, take me to God, and offer him my service: what I am, what I have, 

offer as my gift.  At the Consecration, with your seraphic strength, adore my 
Saviour truly present, praying for those who have loved me, for those who have 

offended me, and for those now deceased, that the blood of Jesus may purify them 
all.  During Holy Communion, bring to me the Body and Blood of Jesus uniting him 
with me in spirit, so that my heart may become his dwelling place.  Plead with him, 
that through his sacrifice all people throughout the world may be saved.  When the 

Mass ends, bring home to me and to every home, the Lord's blessing.  Amen. 



A letter from Michael Cardinal Fitzgerald 
 

Many, indeed most of us probably know of Vincent Cardinal Nichols, the Archbishop 
of Westminster, but we might not be familiar with the other English cardinal, His 
Eminence Michael Cardinal Fitzgerald, living in retirement in Lancashire and formerly 
President of the Vatican’s Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue (2002-’06), 
Apostolic Nuncio to Egypt (2006-’12), and an expert on Islam.  Here he writes about 
a prayer initiative on Sunday: 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
The Day of Prayer for Eastern Christians is fast approaching.  It will take place 

on the Sixth Sunday of Easter (Sunday, 9th May), with the participation of Christians 
from all over Europe, the Middle East, North Africa, the Horn of Africa and India. 

This Day of Prayer – promoted in the United Kingdom by Fellowship and Aid to 
the Christians of the East (FACE) in partnership with the Congregation for Oriental 
Churches – will offer Eastern and Western Christians an opportunity to be united in 
prayer during the time of Easter. 

It will offer us in the West an opportunity to think of the Eastern Churches and 
to give thanks to God for all that we owe them: the first preaching of the Gospel, the 
origins of the monastic tradition, the early Church Fathers, and above all the witness 
of the Eastern Christians down the centuries, which has been, and still is, an 
inspiration to our faith.  This Day could also be an occasion to give thanks for the 
recent pilgrimage of Pope Francis to Iraq and to draw inspiration from its message 
of solidarity, fraternity and hope. 

The Eastern Christians were the first evangelisers without whom Christianity 
would never have spread to the United Kingdom.  Today, the Eastern Christians, 
many of whom are suffering from the effects of war and from discrimination, now 
face the added crisis of the covid epidemic, with its threat to their livelihood, health 
and well-being.  This is a crisis within an already existing crisis!  They deserve our 
prayerful support. 

I trust that this Day of Prayer, despite the restrictions caused by the current 
pandemic, will bring comfort and assurance to Eastern Christians.  In our solidarity 
and communion, may we all be renewed by the hope we place in the Risen Christ. 

With the assurance of my prayers and with my warmest wishes for a joyful 
Eastertide, 

Yours in Christ 
Michael Cardinal Fitzgerald M.Afr. 

 



In commending this Day of Prayer to you, may I suggest that you bring it to the 
attention of your family and friends, perhaps sharing with them the following prayer: 
 

Heavenly Father, 
we pray today for peace in the world, especially in the Middle East. 

By your heavenly grace, strengthen the faith and hope of Eastern Christians. 
May they be blessed with peace and prosperity in their countries. 
May we be inspired by their devotion and witness to the Gospel, 

by their love and compassion for all in their communities, 
and by their courage, their endurance and self-sacrifice. 

Through their charity, tolerance and friendship, 
bring peace and reconciliation to those troubled lands, 

where Christianity was born and first spread. 
This we ask of you through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

An Appeal from Bishop Patrick 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in our diocese of Nottingham, 
I am deeply saddened to read of the worsening situation in India following the 

alarming outbreak of covid-19.  There are many people living and working within 
Nottingham Diocese who are from India and who I know have loved ones living there 
today.  Be assured that I hold your friends, family and the country which you love, in 
my prayers at this devastating time. 

Today I also appeal to the faithful of the Diocese to offer up their usual Friday 
penance for those who are suffering in India-the sick, the dying, the bereaved and 
all those who courageously care for them.  I 
recently read of a local bishop who is taking 
seriously ill priests to hospital, due to the fact there 
is a shortage of ambulances and no guarantee that 
a hospital bed can even be found.  It was 
devastating to learn that the Diocese of Dumka has 
lost five priests to covid-19 in the space of ten days. 

May God grant them and all those who have 
lost their lives, eternal rest and may our Blessed 
Mother comfort the sick and the dying in this time 
of terrible trial and sorrow. 

Bishop Patrick McKinney  



The Martyrs of Nottinghamshire 
 

On Tuesday we celebrate the memorial of Saints John Houghton and Robert 
Lawrence, Blessed Robert Widmerpool, and the other martyrs of our own county who 
gave their lives during the Reformation rather than deny the faith. 
 

John Houghton was born in 1487 at Essex and after graduating from Cambridge 
with degrees in civil and canon law was a parish priest for four years.  He became a 
Carthusiam monk and was prior of Beauvale, Nottinghamshire and later of the 
London Chaterhouse.  Following his refusal to take the oath required by the Act of 
Supremacy, Prior John was arrested with Saint Robert Lawrence, prior of Beauvale, 
and Saint Augustine Webster, prior of Melwood (Lincolnshire), and imprisoned in the 
Tower of London.  They were found guilty of treason and hanged, drawn and 
quartered on 4th May 1535, the first martyrs of the Tudor persecution. 

Robert Widmerpool was born around the year 1560 at Widmerpool, 
Nottinghamshire and educated at Gloucester Hall, (Worcester College), Oxford 1578.  
He was tutor to the sons of Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberland who died in 1585.  
As the family then changed religion, Robert now found himself in a difficult position 
and was sentenced for introducing a priest to the Countess.  He was martyred at 
Canterbury on 1st October 1588. 
 

May the Martyrs of Nottinghamshire Pray for Us! 
 

Forthcoming Events in our parish and wider community 
 

The National Justice and Peace Network holds quarterly Networking Meetings, and 
the next will explore the impact of lockdown on young people in our schools.  The 
event will be held on Saturday 8th May from 11.00am until 3.00pm, via Zoom.  To 
book for the event visit: https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk 
 

Father John Deehan is offering a series of five evening talks on the Old Testament 
entitled: The Old Testament, A Guide for the Perplexed, each Tuesday until 18th 
May at 7.00pm.  These are being run by the Agency for Evangelisation, Diocese of 
Westminster, free of charge.  To register for the talks, click on the following 
Eventbrite link: www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-old-testament-a-guide-for-the-
perplexed-fr-john-deehan-series-tickets-147585890371 
 

Sitting among the Ashes is a training course for anyone offering spiritual direction 
or pastoral care in the climate and ecological emergency.  The conference will be 



held between Wednesday 12th May and Friday 14th May, via Zoom. 
The prospects for the future are having, and will continue to have, an impact 

on many of us, our mind, emotions and spirits.  Those involved in spiritual direction 
or pastoral care need to process the effects in order to support those others who 
share their concerns.  This conference offers a way in.  It is led by Andii Bowsher, Co-
ordinating Chaplain at the University of Northumbria, with Paul Bodenham (in a 
personal capacity).To find out more visit: 

https://www.facebook.com/events/2769794959997812/ 
 

Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer wave between the solemnities of Ascension 
(13th May) and Pentecost (23rd May).  It is a time when Christians around the world 
are invited to pray for more people to know Jesus and answer the call to be his 
disciple.  There are a collection of Catholic resources you can use on your own or 
with others in this time including: morning and evening prayer, praying with Our Lady 
resources, live streamed night prayer, resources to pray for those you know who 
aren’t followers of Christ, and more!  Further information is at: 

www.thykingdomcome.global/resources/resources-catholic-church 
Resources for children and families are at: 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/cheekypandas 
 

Being a Missionary Disciple we are offered two talks via Zoom on ‘being a Missionary 
Disciple’.  The first talk ‘The Ascension and the Great Commission’ will be given by 
Canon Christopher Thomas on Thursday 13th May at 7.00pm.  This talk will explore 
the importance of the Ascension and how we can live Jesus final instructions to us. 

The second talk ‘Pentecost and Mission’ will be given by Pippa Baker on 
Wednesday 19th May at 7.00pm.  This talk will examine the significance of Pentecost 
for us and how the Holy Spirit equips us for mission in our everyday lives.  To register 
visit: www.dioceseofnottingham.uk 
 

Pax Christi’s Pilgrimage for Peace is being celebrated during the week of 15th – 21st 
May.  “Set yourself a challenge, get sponsored for it, and raise vital funds to support 
this work for peace that we all value.” 

Fausta is having a dance-a-thon, Bruce is delivering a peace message to foreign 
embassies in London, Matt is cycling 50 miles visiting peace sites, Pat is going on a 
walk from Victoria to the Peace Pagoda in Battersea Park, Rachel will be cycling for 
75 miles, to celebrate Pax Christi’s 75th anniversary.  More fundraisers are joining the 
fun.  Visit their website	www.paxchristi.org.uk/register-you-interest/ to sponsor 
them, and for more details visit: tinyurl.com/Pilgrimage4Peace 



More Forthcoming Events in our parish and wider community 
 

The Marriage Encounter experience is normally available as a residential or non-
residential weekend but in response to the ongoing restrictions of the covid 
pandemic, it is now available as a live, on-line experience.  The experience is an 
opportunity to learn from couples who are willing to share their personal journeys 
and tools for reclaiming the spark and living in love together.  Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter (WWME) offers an experience that helps couples to listen, share and 
connect more deeply; for over 50 years it has helped millions of Catholic couples and 
others, throughout the world, unlock the power of their relationships. 

There is no group discussion, it is just about the couple learning to be the best, 
most loving couple they can be.  The new format has proved popular, especially with 
younger couples and is being rolled out during 2021, on 15th - 16th May.  To book or 
to find out more information about WWME follow the link: www.wwme.org.uk 
 

A Neophytes’ Celebration.  Normally on the Seventh Sunday of Easter those who 
have been received into the Church at Easter (Neophytes) are invited to a Mass of 
thanksgiving at the Cathedral with Bishop Patrick.  This year Bishop Patrick will lead 
a half-hour online service of celebration for Neophytes; please join him at 3:00pm 
on Sunday 16th May on his YouTube Channel: 

www.youtube.com/BishopPatrickMcKinney 
 

The Word and the Common Good: Join Catholics from around the Diocese of 
Nottingham for an interactive online course over six Monday evenings from 7th June 
at 7.00pm.  As life starts afresh after lockdown: 

X Discover how Scripture and Catholic Social Teaching can help us seize this 
moment and build a society that reflects God's Kingdom 

X Build bridges following a year of social distancing and foster a new 'culture of 
encounter' 

X Form new friendships, renew old ones, and help to build our parish 
communities for mission. 

All are welcome to drop in and find out more at an open evening on Monday 17th 
May.  Visit dioceseofnottingham.uk/here-now-us for further details. 
 

Pro-life Chain: Saturday 22nd May from 10.00am to 12.00noon at Trent Bridge.  SPUC 
invites you to mark the 53rd anniversary of the Abortion Act coming into force in 
1968, by joining their Pro-Life Chain.  This is a	 peaceful, silent roadside vigil	 in 
solidarity with unborn children, their mothers and anyone suffering from the effects 



of abortion.  They will be following Government guidance on covid-secure 
requirements.  For more information, contact John 07757 815 625, Caroline (01623) 
795 062, or email people@spucnottingham.org.uk 
 

Pax Christi AGM will be held on Saturday 22nd May at 10.15am (for a 10.30am start).  
Please register (by 20th May) via https://bit/ly/2Qb6nyx or visit the website for more 
information: www.paxchristi.org.uk 
 

Kindle the fire: Pentecost online prayer on Saturday 22nd 
May at 4.00pm.  Saint Luke records Jesus saying: “The Spirit 
of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor.” (Luke 4: 18).  Join online 
prayer for the eve of Pentecost with Bishop Patrick, 
parishioners and Caritas volunteers from around the 
Diocese of Nottingham.  We’ll be marking the launch of 
Caritas, the new ministry supporting charitable service in 
parishes in Nottingham diocese, and justice, peace and care for creation in the wider 
world.  Meet fellow Catholics and find out how Caritas can help you live the Gospel: 
book your place at dioceseofnottingham.uk/kindlethefire 
 

Leicestershire Active Catholic Youth extends a warm invitation to all young people, 
their families and friends to share with them a Celebration on the Feast of 
Pentecost, Sunday 23rd May, via Zoom at 7.00pm.  Father Simon Gillespie will lead 
us in the celebration.  Perhaps you are preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation 
and would like to join together to share more thoughts about the Holy Spirit giving 
the disciples the power to proclaim God’s wonderful word?  An opportunity to hear 
young people’s thoughts, connecting and sharing discipleship through energy and 
enthusiasm as we recognise that Youth is a flame!  Youth is a fire!  Interactive 
discussion, prayers, readings, reflection and music will take place.  For link-in details 
contact claudiacoxon@googlemail.com  All young people under the age of 18 
present on Zoom should be accompanied by an adult. 
 

The Vocations Team are holding their next café for those interested in finding out 
more about their calling on Monday 24th May at 7.00pm.  This month Father Wilfred, 
parish priest of Corpus Christi parish, Nottingham, and a member of the Religious 
congregation Sacred Heart Fathers will speak about: How He Lives His Call Today. 
Contact Diane at the Vocations Team (vocationsadmin@dioceseofnottingham.uk) 

for the Zoom link, or telephone the Vocations Centre on 0115 950 1064 for more 
information.  A warm welcome awaits you.  



More Forthcoming Events in our parish and wider community 
 

Open with Care, resuming parish life in the 'new normal'.  In late June the 
Government hopes to relax the restrictions that have prevented most parish 
activities taking place.  It will be the moment when many parish facilities and groups 
can start up again.  Open with Care on Wednesday 2nd June at 3.30pm until 5.00pm 
will help ensure that church premises and the things that happen in it are as safe and 
healthy as possible, and fulfil the government guidance.  We'll be joined by Catherine 
Scholes from the diocesan property office.  Having guided us through lockdown, 
she'll now be helping make plans to re-open.  The link for the event can be found at: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScsYjmNkwmFie0FSmFbaoeiI6G8BO

kKoDdzV0VVr-7OpItu0A/viewform 
 

Cafod : Parliament in your Parish 
 

Cafod is inviting Catholics to organise a virtual meeting with their local MP, to discuss 
how to rebuild from the pandemic in a way that tackles the major global issues of 
our time, including climate change and unjust foreign debts.  Six simple steps to 
organising a virtual meeting with your MP: 
 

1. Talk to your parish priest and let him know that you would like to organise a 
virtual meeting as part of Cafod’s Reclaim Our Common Home campaign. 

2. Once your parish is happy ‘hosting’ the virtual meeting, note down a few 
potential dates and times. 

3. Find one or two other members of your parish to help organise the meeting.  
You can also ask friends or family members who might be able to help too.  
Anything between two to six people will be a good number to work on this 
project. 

4. Email your MP’s office and invite him or her to the meeting.  If you don’t get 
a reply in one week, send another email and follow up with a phone call. 

5. Once your MP confirms the date and time, you will need to set up the digital 
meeting.  You can use a platform such as Zoom, Microsoft Teams or Google 
Meet.  Platforms like this will provide you with a link that you can share with 
everyone who is attending the meeting. 

6. Spread the word!  Promote the meeting through your parish’s website, 
newsletter and social media channels.  Phone and email people you know 
locally and invite them.  Don't forget to let your local Cafod Coordinator know 
the date too.  



Christian Aid Week : Together, we can help stop this climate crisis 
 

During Christian Aid Week, Monday 10th – Sunday 16th May, we participate in the 
work being done in helping some of the world’s poorest peoples in 37 countries 
battle both climate chaos and the Coronavirus pandemic.  This climate crisis hurts us 
all, but people living in poverty fight the worst of it every day.  Extreme weather 
means people like Rose in Kenya are struggling to survive without a reliable source 
of water.  Rose walks for six hours every day to fetch water for her grandchildren.  
She tries hard to give them the kind of life she remembers from when she was a girl: 
when the rivers flowed with water and the crops bore fruit.  A simple earth dam, 
built with the help of Christian Aid’s partners and your donations, could completely 
change her life.  With a dam full of water, Rose would be free from her long, painful 
journeys.  She’d have time to grow fresh vegetables for her family to eat.  And it 
would help Rose and her neighbours reduce the spread of covid-19. 
 Each envelope, delivered door to door by the many local volunteers, will 
indicate local drop off points for donations, or please donate via Southwell Christian 
Aid Committee at its Just Giving page: Stop Rose’s Long Walk for Water 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Southwell-Christian-Aid-Committee1  Please 
stand with people like Rose and join us by donating this May. 
 
Wish We Were There!  Christian Aid has asked us all to take action for Climate 
Justice.  The G7 (the richest countries in the world) leaders are being hosted by the 
UK in Cornwall in June.  Countries that caused the climate crisis must financially 
support those facing its worst impacts.  The UK must lead the way by making more 
money available to tackle this crisis – and the G7 is a key moment to make this 
happen.  As we can’t be physically present we need to make sure the Prime Minister 
gets the message another way.  Please send Boris Johnson a postcard that represents 
where you live to show the breadth of support for action on climate justice. 

Suggested Message:  Dear Prime Minister, 
I can’t be in Cornwall for the G7, but I call on you to make this summit a success for 
climate justice. Please: 
• Increase climate finance to the most vulnerable communities around the world. 
• Cancel unfair debts so that countries can tackle the climate crisis and other urgent 

priorities. 
The futures of millions of people depend on a just finance deal at the G7 and COP26. 
With best wishes, (remember to include your name and full address). 
 Use this address to make sure your postcard reaches Number 10: 
Rt Hon Boris Johnson, MP, Prime Minister, 10 Downing Street, London SW1A 2AA.  



New Parish Email Address 
 

Parishes in the diocese are gradually being given new diocesan email addresses, our 
parish has now been so blessed, and the address, which should be used for all parish-
related emails, is: olvsouthwell.stacalverton@dioceseofnottingham.uk 
 

Parish Newsletter by email 
 

To receive the parish newsletter electronically ask to be added to the mailing list by 
emailing Father Simon at olvsouthwell.stacalverton@dioceseofnottingham.uk.  
Parishioners’ consent is needed to email the newsletter and other messages. 
 

Financial Support of our Parish 
 

Thank you to those parishioners who give regularly via standing orders.  If you don’t 
do so, please consider what you can give, and if you can the details are: 
• Account name: Our Lady of Vic, Southwell RCP 
• Sort Code: 30-67-76 
• Account number: 45368360 

Many thanks to all our parishioners for your continuing generosity! 
 

Settlement Scheme for European Union Citizens 
 

All EU, EEA and Swiss citizens living in the UK are required by the government to 
apply through its Settlement Scheme to continue living, working and accessing 
services here.  The deadline for applications is 30th June 2021.  Details and links to 
the application process can be found at: gov.uk/eusettledstatus  Information on 
assistance for those applying is available at: gov.uk/help-eu-settlement-scheme 
 

Supporting Newark Foodbank 
 

The following items are especially needed in May: 
 

X Instant mashed potato 
X Long-life milk 

X Sponge puddings 
(tinned or microwavable) 

X Jam 
X Marmalade 
X Peanut butter 

X Chocolate biscuits (eg kitkat) 
 

Items can be donated at the Co-op, One Stop, and Lloyds Chemist in Southwell.  



How has covid-19 affected you and your faith? 
 

The Diocese of Nottingham has launched a short survey in order to deepen its 
understanding of covid-19’s impact on all Catholics across the diocese.  Please visit 

https://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/whats-on/news/share-your-story-how-
has-covid-19-affected-you-and-your-faith 

Encourage other parishioners to do so too.  The deadline is Sunday 4th July. 
 

The Year of the Word 
 

Living God, you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears 

and shows us how to live for one another. 
Send us the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds 

so that we may be your witnesses throughout the world.  Amen. 
 

V. Your word is our path and your truth is our light.  R. This day and every day. 
 

Our Lady of the Annunciation : Pray for us. 
Saint Matthew : Pray for us.  Saint Jerome : Pray for us. 

 

“The word of God given to us makes us not only hearers, but also heralds so that we 
share in Christ’s mission and are empowered by the Holy Spirit.”  (Verbum Domini, 2010) 
 

“The Christian faith is not a ‘religion of the book’.  Christianity is the religion of the 
‘Word of God’, a word which is ‘not a written and mute word, but the Word is 
incarnate and living’.”  (Catechism of the Catholic Church, paragraph 108) 
 

“The study of the sacred Scriptures must be a door opened to every believer.  It is 
essential that the revealed word radically enrich our catechesis and all our efforts to 
pass on the faith...”  (Evangelii Gaudium, 2013) 
 

“Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ.”  (Saint Jerome’s Commentary on Isaiah) 
 

“The Bible is the great story of the marvels of God’s mercy.  Every one of its pages is 
steeped in the love of the Father who from the moment of creation wished to 
impress the signs of his love on the universe.”  (Misericordia et Misera, 2016) 
 

“We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we 
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, 
concerning the word of life.”  (1 John 1:1)  



Prayer Intentions for Eastertide 
 

Although we can’t pray the Universal Prayer (bidding prayers) at Mass presently, 
Bishop Patrick gives us some suggestions for our prayers during each week of Easter. 
 

Christ says that anything we ask the Father in his name will be given to us. Filled with 
this confidence, we pray: 
X For the Church, which is always united in the celebration of the Eucharist; that as 

we participate in this act of Christ’s love for us, we may be strengthened to share 
this love with others.  Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

X For the pope, bishops and priests of the Church; that in their ministry they may be 
vicars of Christ’s love.  Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

X For those who do not believe in or feel distanced from God’s love for them; that 
they may discover this love through the Christians they encounter.  Lord, in your 
mercy: hear our prayer. 

X For our civic leaders, that their decisions may be focused on the common good, 
and that they may always keep in mind those in most need.  Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 

X For the sick and suffering that they may experience the consolation of God in their 
pain.  Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

X For those mourning loved ones who have passed away; that they may be filled 
with hope in the final resurrection where every tear will be wiped away.  Lord, in 
your mercy: hear our prayer. 

X We pray to Mary, Comforter of the Afflicted, as we say: Hail Mary… 
God our Father, you have revealed your love to us through your beloved Son, grant 
us what we ask you in his name, through the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

A reflection from ‘Marriage Matters’ 
 

Called to reflect God’s love 
”Love one another as I have loved you”.  
With these words Jesus spells out 
God’s plan for marriage.  As husband 
and wife we are called each day to give 
our lives to each other as completely as 
we are able.  From today let us decide 
to reflect this ‘sign’ of God’s love to our 
children, our family and our friends.  



A prayer for life 
 

We pray for all unborn children diagnosed with disabilities, we pray for protection 
for them and their mothers from the pressures of society to have an abortion, and 
that they would instead experience overwhelming support by all who surround 
them.  Lord hear us. 
 

Prayers for … 
 

Please remember in your prayers especially: 
X All those affected by the coronavirus outbreak – those infected, those caring for 

them, those who have died, and those who mourn. 
X Douglas Flint, who died on Saturday 24th April, and whose Requiem Mass will be 

celebrated on Wednesday 26th May.  May he rest in peace. 
X Anna Theresa Heslin, who died on Tuesday 20th April aged 90, and whose funeral 

will be celebrated on Wednesday 12th May.  May she rest in peace! 
X Jessica Hanvey (known to many in the parish as Auntie Jessie), who died on 

Saturday 17th April aged 97, and for whom a Requiem Mass will be celebrated on 
Monday 17th May.  May she rest in peace!  

X Father Michael Dolman, a priest of the archdiocese of Birmingham, who has been 
named as the next Rector of Saint Mary’s College, Oscott, the seminary in 
Birmingham in which many of our priests have studied. 

X Joan Hyde, a parishioner in Calverton. 
X Clergy of our diocese who are sick at this time: Monsignor Jonathan Moore, 

Canon Michael Moore, Fathers John Cairns, John Daley IC, Hugh Doherty, Kevin 
Gradwell, James Hannigan, Peter Harvey, Christopher Hogan, James Lynch, Frank 
McLaughlin, Robert Rutledge, Michael Tutcher; Deacons Tom Berrie, Stephen 
Doona, William Hutchinson. 

 
Year of Saint Joseph 

 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed her trust; 

with you Christ became man. 
Blessed Joseph, to us too, 

show yourself a father and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 

and defend us from every evil.  Amen.  



Masses and Services this week and next week 
 

Saturday 8th May  Easter Feria 
  No morning Mass 
    SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
S 6.00pm Mass  Mr & Mrs S N Carr (golden wedding anniversary) 
Sunday 9th May  SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
C 10.45am Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish, from 2nd May) 
Monday 10th May  Easter Feria 
  Mass  Brendan O’Flanagan RIP 
Tuesday 11th May  Memorial of Saints John Houghton, 
     Robert Lawrence, and Companions: 
     The Martyrs of Nottinghamshire 
  Mass  Helen Foley RIP 
Wednesday 12th May Easter Feria 
  Mass  Anna Heslin RIP (funeral day) 
Thursday 13th May SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
C 7.00pm Mass  Pro Populo 
Friday 14th May  Feast of Saint Matthias, apostle 
  Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish, from 18th April) 
Saturday 15th May Easter Feria 
  No morning Mass 
    SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Collection for World Communications Sunday 
S 6.00pm Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
Sunday 16th May  SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
C 10.45am Mass  Kevin Freeman RIP (birthday) 
 

Readings at Masses this week 
 

Sunday Acts 10:25-26.34-35.44-48; Psalm 97(98):1-4; 1 John 4:7-10; 
  John 15:9-17 
Monday  Acts 16:11-15; Psalm 149:1-6.9; John 15:26-16:4 
Tuesday  Acts 16:22-34; Psalm 137(138):1-3.7-8; John 16:5-11 
Wednesday Acts 17:15.22-18:1; Psalm 148:1-2.11-14; John 16:12-15 
Thursday Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 46(47):2-3.6-9; Ephesians 4:1-4.11-13; Mark 16:15-20 
Friday Acts 115-17.20-26; Psalm 112(113):1-8; John 15:9-17 
Saturday Acts 18:23-28; Psalm 46(47):2-3.8-10; John 16:23-28 


