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27th and 28th February 2021 : Second Sunday of Lent 
 

 

Over the season of Lent we have reflections prepared by clergy of Nottingham 
Diocese to help us reflect on each Sunday’s readings. 
 

Our readings today begin with the curious and, at first sight, rather horrible 
story of Abraham being put to the test.  This ancient story is common to both 
Christian and Jewish faiths and to Islam also.  Its importance lies in Abraham’s 
absolute, unshakeable faith in God, even to the extent of being willing to sacrifice his 
son.  Does that remind you of anything?  Of course it does.  It prefigures the 

willingness of God to sacrifice his only Son for the salvation 
of the world.  As Saint Paul writes in our second reading: 
“God did not spare his own Son, but gave him up to benefit 
us all.” 

Jesus’s disciples did not yet have the faith of Abraham 
and the Lord knew that he had to strengthen their faith to 
see them through the way of the Cross which lay ahead – and 
beyond, to the joy of resurrection.  So Jesus takes Peter, 
James and John to a lonely place, up a high mountain, where 
they could be alone.  Then, during their prayer, something 
happened to Jesus.  He was taken out of himself, 
transfigured, his face and clothes shone and the disciples 
were dazzled.  A tiny corner of the thin veil between this 
earthly existence and the life of heaven, was lifted just for a 
moment.  There was Jesus conversing with Moses and Elijah, 



two great prophets.  Then the voice from the cloud, and the disciples perceived the 
profound unity of God with his beloved people.  “This is my Son…Listen to him.”  
‘Listen’ - a command the disciples would remember.  Listen to the Word of God in 
prayer and worship, in holy scripture, in the mouths of friend and stranger.  Saint 
Benedict even began his Rule with ‘Listen.’     

The Transfiguration was a wonderful moment of rare insight.  Perhaps unique.  
I believe that, to most of us, the Lord gives a rare moment of insight, if we are open 
to receive it; a moment of awareness of his abiding presence; a moment to deepen 
our faith and to support us through the difficulties and tragedies in our lives.  That 
moment may only happen once in a lifetime, but it will stay with us always.  Our 
instinct is to do what the disciples wanted to do, to prolong that rare and wonderful 
experience.  But the purpose of it is to strengthen our faith, to enable us to move on 
and follow where Christ leads, like Abraham and above all, like Blessed Mary with 
absolute, unshakeable faith in God. 

Last Tuesday we celebrated Saint Polycarp who had learnt his faith from the 
apostles themselves.  He would not deny his Lord and, even though he was a very 
old man, he was burnt at the stake in the year 155. Then yesterday we remembered 
Saints Margaret Clitheroe, Anne Line and Margaret Ward, who were put to death for 
harbouring priests during the reformation period.  Saint Polycarp’s final prayer was: 
‘O God, faithful and true, I praise you, I bless you, I glorify you.’  What faith! The faith 
that enabled those English Catholics to face death with joy, along with thousands of 
martyrs and millions of believers down the centuries.  We may not be called to 
martyrdom but we are called to keep the faith, and to pray for that depth of faith 
which comes from the awareness of God’s constant loving presence in our lives.  In 
those well-known words of Father Faber: “Faith of our fathers, holy faith, we will be 
true to thee till death.” 
 

Cafod Lent Fast Day last Friday 
 

Cafod, the Catholic Agency for Overseas Development, is the 
official charitable arm of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
England and Wales.  We remembered the Cafod annual Lent Fast 
Day on Friday, through which we support people in Ethiopia who 
have little access to clean fresh water.  We will have a collection 
for Cafod this Sunday, and throughout Lent.  Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Donations can be made in church 
or online at www.cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Family-Fast-Day  



Cafod actions in Lent 
 

X Walk for Water this Lent: One in three people worldwide do not have access to 
safe clean drinking water.  Are you ready to change your life and transform 
someone else’s this Lent?  Cafod is asking supporters to walk 10,000 steps a day 
for the 40 days of Lent to give the boot to water poverty.  You can sign up and seek 
sponsors via Just Giving at cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Walk-for-Water 

X Lent Calendar: Daily prayers and reflections from Cafod.  See 
cafod.org.uk/Pray/Lent-Calendar 

X Spring Raffle 2021: Buy a raffle ticket to support vital work helping the people in 
the world who need it the most and you could win one of eight fabulous prizes!  
See www.raffleplayer.com/cafod 

 
The Pope’s visit to Iraq 

 

Pope Francis will visit Iraq from Friday 5th until Monday 8th March, on a trip that 
includes Erbil, Mosul and Qaraqosh (where Christians a few years ago were forced 
to flee their homes by Daesh [ISIS]), and Ur, which is revered as the home of 
Abraham, whom we hear of in the first reading today. 

The Pope is undertaking this hazardous pilgrimage to show solidarity with 
Iraq’s many displaced people and with its dwindling Christian communities.  As well 
as Latin rite Roman Catholics, Iraq is home to ancient Christian Churches in 
communion with Rome, the Chaldean Catholic, Syriac Catholic and Maronites, who 
retained the original Aramaic spoken by Christ himself as their liturgical language.  
Abraham’s home in Ur is in the Nineveh plain, the location of the Babylon of Jewish 
exile.  Let us keep the Pope in our prayers as he makes this inter-faith pilgrimage to 
the geography and roots of our Christian faith, and the original of the Jewish and 
Islamic faiths too. 
 

Holy Week and Easter 2021 
 

We will soon be celebrating the events of the last week of Jesus’ life, as we come to 
Holy Week.  Last year these ceremonies couldn’t be held with the participation of 
the faithful, and it looks likely that this year we will be able to admit only limited 
numbers of parishioners, as the capacity of our two churches allows.  Before a final 
decision is made about when and where to celebrate especially the Sacred Triduum, 
if you have any thoughts please contact Father Simon.  It is hoped to have a final 
timetable for Holy Week published in the parish within the next fortnight.  



Coming to Mass 
 

Even in the current national lockdown public Mass is available on Saturday in 
Southwell at 6.00pm and on Sunday in Calverton at 10.45am.  Being in a national 
lockdown we are precluded from any social interaction in or at church (outside of 
our bubble), but we can come to church with a maximum (including priest and 
stewards) of 20 people in Southwell and 24 people in Calverton. 

To book a place telephone Kathleen and Robert Dixon on 01636 813874, at any 
reasonable time from 8.30am Monday morning until 4.30pm Friday afternoon; if 
there’s no reply leave a message with your name and number, or try ringing again a 
few minutes later.  Don’t use any other number to contact Kathleen and Robert, and 
please also note: 
X A place needs to be booked for each individual who plans to attend; 
X You’ll be asked to provide a telephone number, to be passed onto Public Health 

England if needed as part of the ‘Test and Trace’ system; 
X Sunday Masses bookings can be made during the preceding week only. 

 
What to expect when coming to Mass 

 

In order to comply with the Bishop’s guidelines on celebrating Masses in the covid-
19 period there’ll be some differences in that way we come to Mass and the way 
Mass is celebrated.  Please follow these directions, and recognise that those asking 
you to follow the directions are volunteers themselves: 
 

X Please don’t attend if you show any symptoms of covid-19; 
X Try to arrive no earlier than half an hour before Mass, and no later than ten 

minutes before Mass, to allow time for each person to enter one-by-one; 
X Enter via the car park and follow the one-way signs, waiting by the 2 metre 

markers in front of the church door if others have arrived before you; 
X Ensure you bring a mask to wear throughout the time in church, except when 

receiving Holy Communion; the mask should be worn so as to fully and snugly 
cover the wearer’s mouth and nose; 

X Please use the hand-sanitiser (provided) on arrival; 
X Please take one of the Mass Sheets, and a Newsletter, and take them home with 

you after Mass; 
X Put your weekly offering into the basket in the narthex; 
X There won’t be any holy water available, the repository will be closed, and there 

are no Catholic papers currently available; 



X Please sit on the seat to which you are directed, following the one-way system; 
seating is at two-metre intervals (in Southwell couples can sit next to each other, 
and families in a single pew; in Calverton the chairs have been laid out singularly); 

X Please avoid any contact with other parishioners; don’t speak unless necessary; 
X Only the disabled toilet will be available for use, and only if absolutely necessary.  

If you do use the toilet, please do so before you are seated, and then go to your 
seat (in Southwell, by exiting the hall lobby, walking around the side of the church, 
and re-entering the church through the main door, following the one-way system); 

X Windows and doors will be open to enable as much ventilation as possible; 
X The Mass Sheet will explain the changes in the way Mass is celebrated, especially: 

o There will be no congregational singing; 
o Responses will be made with quiet voices; 
o There will be no ministries (eg altar servers, readers) during Mass; 
o There will be no sign of peace; 

X After Mass you will be invited to receive Holy Communion; then exit the church 
following the one-way system, out into the car park, and leave immediately. 

X Since it is not permitted to gather publicly please ensure that you don’t linger in 
the car park after Mass, tempting as it is to chat with fellow parishioners! 

X As the weather is now cooler please dress appropriately for the weather and 
temperature. 

 
NHS Covid-19 App and the QR Code in Church 

 

If you have a smart-phone please scan the QR code as you come in to either church, 
enabling you to ‘check in’ and assisting with the Government’s Track and Trace 
system.  Please note this is in addition to booking a place at Mass, and not instead – 
please continue to book for Mass as well! 
 

Covid Precautions : A Reminder 
 

X An effective vaccine is the best way to protect people from coronavirus and will 
save thousands of lives.  

X Following extensive safety trials and authorisation by the independent medicines’ 
regulator, the MHRA, effective COVID-19 vaccines are available in the UK for free. 

X It is essential that everyone continues to stay at home if possible whether they 
have had the vaccine or not to protect the NHS and save lives. 

Follow the link to make a vaccine booking if you are aged 70 or older: 
https://www.swiftqueue.co.uk/nottinghamc19vpatient.php?fbclid=IwAR0nHe0lf

ONdVaFT8vwQIDjb5UQJ0_DQbEjxdLAkEdqdeGlHHATF35ENOEI  



Ways to continue to participate in the life of the Church 
 

The readings and prayers for Mass each day can be found here: 
• https://universalis.com/europe.england.nottingham/mass.htm 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from our Cathedral in Nottingham at the following times: 
• Sundays and Saturdays: 10am; Weekdays: 1pm 

The link to the televised Mass is here: 
• http://www.stbarnabascathedral.org.uk/01_Community/livestream.html 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from the National Shrine and Minor Basilica of Our Lady in 
Walsingham each day at 12 noon: 
• http://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream 

 

Sunday Mass, celebrated by Bishop Patrick, will be broadcast from his chapel at 
Bishop’s House each Sunday at 10am, and other days and times during the week: 
• www.youtube.com/channel/UCaf7upUMsn3Kl8GD79FotjQ/featured?fbclid=I

wAR1JRpqkdO0rHZY98bsnSC_N9TKbvSKXv0L5bT4yVCcMTHaVmAwaW4g-rAk 
 

Resources for children and young people can be found via the Nottingham Diocesan 
Catholic Youth Service’s (NDCYS) website: 
• https://ndcys.com 
• https://www.youtube.com/ndcyslive 

 

There are ideas for children’s liturgy on Cafod’s website: 
• https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for March 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Let us pray that we may experience the sacrament of reconciliation with renewed 
depth, to taste the infinite mercy of God. 
 

A reflection from ‘Marriage Matters’ 
 

Free to be ourselves   Sometimes we can be overwhelmed by each other’s generous 
sensitivity, thoughtfulness and kindness which have helped us grow in confidence to 
share our deepest feelings, fears and joys.  Let us try this week to find ways of 
growing in that confidence and trust so that in our relationship we radiate God’s joy 
through the way we love each other.  



A Spiritual Communion 
 

Spiritual Communion is the heartfelt desire to receive Our Lord, even when we are 
unable to do so.  If you are live-streaming the Mass, or praying the texts of the Mass, 
when it comes to the time for receiving Holy Communion pray instead the prayer: 
 

From Saint Alphonsus Liguori: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love 

you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot at this 
moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I 

embrace you as being already there and unite myself wholly to you.  Never permit 
me to be separated from you.  Amen. 

 
Prayer during the Coronavirus Pandemic 

 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope.  We 
entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.  At the foot of the Cross you 

participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.  You, Salvation of the Roman 
People, know what we need.  We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you 

did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial.  
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do 
what Jesus tells us: He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows 

to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection.  Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.  Do not despise our 
pleas – we who are put to the test and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and 

blessed Virgin.  Amen. 
 

A Prayer to my Guardian Angel when I can’t get to Mass 
 

Dear Guardian Angel, go for me to the church, there kneel down at Mass for me.  
At the Offertory, take me to God, and offer him my service: what I am, what I have, 

offer as my gift.  At the Consecration, with your seraphic strength, adore my 
Saviour truly present, praying for those who have loved me, for those who have 

offended me, and for those now deceased, that the blood of Jesus may purify them 
all.  During Holy Communion, bring to me the Body and Blood of Jesus uniting him 
with me in spirit, so that my heart may become his dwelling place.  Plead with him, 
that through his sacrifice all people throughout the world may be saved.  When the 

Mass ends, bring home to me and to every home, the Lord's blessing.  Amen. 



The Year of the Word 
 

The Year of the Word has been extended to continue through 2021, and so we can 
continue to pray the Prayer for the Year day by day: 
 

Living God, 
you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears 
and shows us how to live for one another. 

Send us the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds 
so that we may be your witnesses throughout the world.  Amen. 

 

V. Your word is our path and your truth is our light. 
R. This day and every day. 

 

Our Lady of the Annunciation : Pray for us. 
Saint Matthew : Pray for us. 
Saint Jerome : Pray for us. 

 

Another initiative for the Year of the Word is a Daily Podcast — The Bible in a Year. 
Father Mike Shchmitz leads us through the Bible in one year with daily podcasts of 
20-25 minutes, including a reflection.  The podcasts can be found on your podcast 
service or visit: https://media.ascensionpress.com/all-bible-in-a-year-episodes/ 
 

For mode ideas of how to get to grips with the bible this year, visit: 
https://www.godwhospeaks.uk 

 
From Christians Together in Calverton 

 

We are planning to record a Calverton blessing song during Lent for release at Easter.  
This is the link to the music and CTC wonder if you anyone who might like to record 
themselves singing might want to do so and send the recording of that to add it in.  
A couple of points to note: 

X individuals should record themselves singing with headphones rather than the 
music as well that will help put it together; 

X individuals should be recorded singing as a video not just an mp3 (audio) file. 
The link is: 

https://1drv.ms/u/s!Ak4lK6SEmZ51kHGyFXDFzJMox7OK?e=OLCaXA 
And here’s a link to a YouTube video of the original UK Blessing for inspiration: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U  



Forthcoming Events 
 

Creating the new normal; Thursdays, 7.30pm-9.00pm, starting on 11th February.  
FaithJustice are hosting a new series of discussion for young adults (18-40), focusing 
on the current time of crisis and exploring what kind of world we want to create in 
coming weeks and months.  Over the last year the pandemic has forced us into a 
different way of life, we have had to live differently, and inevitably many of us have 
begun asking big questions.  Creating the New Normal provides a space for young 
adults to listen to each other and to share how they are thinking and feeling. 

https://faithjustice.org.uk/creating-the-new-normal 
 

Making Active Nonviolence our Way of Life: An introduction to non-violence from 
a Catholic perspective, from Tuesday 16th February at 7.00pm for five weeks.  The 
Pax Christi group in the Leeds Diocese have organised this course of five weekly 
evening sessions to explore the new thinking in the Catholic church engendered 
through the Catholic Nonviolence Initiative of Pax Christi International.  Find out 
more and book your place: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/making-active-nonviolence-our-way-of-life-an-

introductory-course-tickets-136279127539 
 

Global Healing – How our faith helps us to care for our common home.  On six 
Thursdays 7.30pm – 8.30pm from Thursday 18th February until 25th Match; and a 
further session on Thursday 29th April. 

In 2015, Pope Francis published his ground-breaking letter on the environment 
Laudato Si’.  Since then, millions of people worldwide have joined the global 
movement to address the environmental crisis our world is facing.  We are invited to 
join a series of reflective evenings with inspiring speakers, prayer and discussion, 
using the film-based resource Global Healing.  These engaging documentaries inform 
and challenge us to respond to Pope Francis’ call to care for Our Common Home.  
Suitable for all who are concerned about what is happening to our world and who 
want to take action.  To register follow this link:  

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcvcOuuqzsvEtMBwz2hxBzhhvwy0hcgyoEb 

Here: Now: Us  Missionary disciples for a post-Covid world: a three-part programme 
In 2021 here in the Diocese of Nottingham, we’re launching a new scheme to 

help you put your faith into action, bring Catholic social teaching to life in your 
neighbourhood, and build your parish into a confident, outward-looking community 
when the pandemic subsides.  We have teamed up with the national charity 
Together for the Common Good (T4CG).  Here: Now: Us is a three part programme 



which fosters lay leadership for Catholic social action.  Here: Now: Us will lay 
foundations for our Caritas network, in your parish and in the diocese as a whole. 

In Evangelii Gaudium, Pope Francis says: ‘The essential vocation and mission 
of the lay faithful is to strive that earthly realities and all human activity may be 
transformed by the Gospel.’  Here: Now: Us will help you take up that great challenge 
and invitation.  To sign up, visit: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScf7sjc_m1WvDYkcRRH_hjVU4bBiG

JSL_agCrDYDv1Q1ZgaMQ/viewform 
 

Grief and loss workshops, Tuesday mornings, 10.00am, from 23rd February.  These 
workshops are an opportunity to understand more about grief and loss and its 
impact, particularly as a result of the covid-19 pandemic.  There will be time to share, 
discuss and look at ideas for ways that you could support those in your community 
helping them to remember those who have died and opportunities they have lost, 
with more love than pain and to live fully in the face of that loss.  The workshops are 
provided online for free by the ecumenical partnership Transforming Notts Together.  
They come highly recommended by parishioners of our diocese who have attended 
them, and have kindly been made available to Catholics throughout our diocese.  
Find out more and book your place, or watch the video below for more information: 

https://transformingnottstogether.org.uk/areas-of-work/grief-bereavement-
befriending 

 

Are you looking for a challenge?  Are you searching for God?  Why not join the 
Vocations Team at its Zoom Café on Monday 1st March, 7.30pm – 9.00pm, where 
you will have an opportunity to ask questions and chat with religious sisters and 
priests about vocation.  A warm welcome awaits you.  Please email Diane at 
vocationsadmin@dioceseofnottingham.uk to register your place or for any further 
information.  The Team looks forward to seeing you (for 18 and over). 
Maryvale Institute, Birmingham, is holding a Exploring the Directory for Catechesis 
Conference 2021, over three sessions on Fridays 12th March, 16th April and 14th May, 
all from 2.00pm until 4.00pm.  For more information see: 
https://www.maryvale.ac.uk/conference-2021.html and to register visit: 
https://bit.ly/2Z2KqIX 
 

Prepare the Future: workshop 4  Building parishes of welcome, listening and hope, 
on Thursday 18th March from 3.00pm until 4.30pm, via Zoom.  People from about 
20 parishes gathered for the last Prepare the Future workshop; they found it so 
useful that the diocese was asked to make it a regular thing.  Among the issues to be 



covered at the workshop are: 
X Establishing a telephone befriending service 
X Developing a toolkit to help navigate safeguarding, data protection and other 

parish requirements 
X Building a new census or database for the post-pandemic missionary parish 
X Reaching out with minority ethnic and diaspora communities in our parishes 
X Exploring a model for mutual aid and practical support for families and 

individuals, rooted in Catholic social teaching 
To sign up visit: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfSgiK58D411dE8yp1SrqL8NAZmkZ

AnD16eEyUw4GYsyoeRsw/viewform 
 

Dementia Prayer Week will be held from Friday 12th until Friday 19th March.  Frances 
Molloy, of the Pastoral Care Project, is leading the initiative; and more information 
and resources can be found at: 

https://www.rpbooks.co.uk/dementia-prayer-week 
 

The Marriage Encounter experience is normally available as a residential or non-
residential weekend but in response to the ongoing restrictions of the covid 
pandemic, it is now available as a live, on-line experience.  The experience is an 
opportunity to learn from couples who are willing to share their personal journeys 
and tools for reclaiming the spark and living in love together.  Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter (WWME) offers an experience that helps couples to listen, share and 
connect more deeply; for over 50 years it has helped millions of Catholic couples and 
others, throughout the world, unlock the power of their relationships. 

It is normally presented as a weekend away from home and is for all couples 
regardless of how long they have been together.  There is no group discussion, it is 
just about the couple learning to be the best, most loving couple they can be.  The 
new format has proved popular, especially with younger couples and is being rolled 
out during 2021, the first was in January and is followed by 20th - 21st March and 15th 
- 16th May.  To book or to find out more information about WWME follow the link: 

www.wwme.org.uk 
 

Faith in Families Red Collection Boxes 
 

If you have one of these collection boxes it’s now time for the money to be counted 
and banked.  Either bring the box to church, bring it to the presbytery, or bank the 
money at Lloyds Bank (Faith in Families; 30-96-18; 43445860).  Many thanks!  



2021 – The Year of Saint Joseph 
 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father 
and guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 
and defend us from every evil. 

Amen. 
 

National Novena to Saint Joseph 
 

The National Novena to Saint Joseph will take place from 10th until 18th March at 
Saint Joseph’s Church in Maidenhead.  In this Year dedicated to Saint Joseph, the Mill 
Hill Missionaries are preparing for the Feast of Saint Joseph, their patron, with a 
special Novena of Masses and prayers to ask for God’s blessing on their Society’s 
missionary outreach, and for the intentions of all those who support their work. 

If you wish to join the Masses from home, they will be celebrated on 
Wednesday 10th to Friday 12th March at 7.30pm; Saturday 13th March at 10.00am; 
Sunday 14th March at 11.00am; Monday 15th to Thursday 18th March at 7.30pm.  Join 
in via Zoom or YouTube from the parish website: 
https://stjosephsparish.co.uk or the Mill Hill website: 
www.millhillmissionaries.com/novena, where you will also 
find the Novena prayer leaflet.  Parishioners are welcome 
to send in your petitions and / or to request a printed 
Novena prayer leaflet by writing to the Novena Director, 41 
Victoria Road, Liverpool, L37 1LW, or by email at 
novenamhm@gmail.com. 
 

The last year been a difficult time for all of us.  We 
hope that the current vaccine rollout will eventually provide 
some relief.  May the coming Novena to Saint Joseph, in this 
Year dedicated to him by Pope Francis, be a source of 
comfort and support to all who have lost loved ones and 
whose lives have been adversely affected by this pandemic.  



Another Novena! 
To join in these ‘Year of Saint Joseph’ celebrations the Diocese has produced a 

Novena to Saint Joseph leading to his feast day on 19th March.  The Novena takes as 
its focus the different groups or causes that claim Saint Joseph as their Patron Saint, 
as well as the themes of Pope Francis’ letter launching the year.  The Novena can be 
downloaded as a whole booklet from the parish website (front page) or email: 
adult.formation@dioceseofnottingham.uk with ‘Saint Joseph Novena’ in the subject 
line to receive daily emails with the prayers for that day between 10th and 18th 
March. 

 
On-Line Stations of the Cross 

 

Walking with Christ on the Way of the Cross, in the Time of the covid pandemic, is 
an on-line Resource for Lent 2021.  The Stations of the Cross begins and ends in the 
beautiful Pugin Blessed Sacrament Chapel of the Cathedral of Saint Barnabas.  As we 
journey together with Christ on the road towards Calvary, so we meditate and pray 
at different Stations along the way, where we hear short meditations and reflections 
from a number of students, filmed by them from wherever they are based during 
this time of the Pandemic.  To access the resource please visit: 

https://youtu.be/dQ09wqJcxX0 
There is also an accompanying booklet at: 

https://www.uoncatholiccommunity.com/p resources 
 

Both snow and ashes during Ash Wednesday Mass in Norway 
 

From a story in the Catholic Herald, by Charlotta Smeds, with a local connection. 
 

On a cold winter’s night, about a hundred Catholics gathered in Trondheim, Norway, 
in Saint John Paul II Square, in front of Saint Olaf Cathedral for Ash Wednesday Mass, 
celebrated by Bishop Erik Varden, OCSO.  Since 12th March, to control the spread of 
Coronavirus, Norway adopted measures that allow no more than ten people to 
participate at Mass and other liturgical celebrations in church.  As a consequence, to 
make it possible for the faithful to begin Lent participating in Mass, the local bishop 
decided to celebrate outside, even though they are at the height of winter. 

“We have been living a type of fast for almost a year,” Bishop Varden explains.  
He emphasizes that the initiative is not a protest but rather the response to a need: 
“Many people find the restrictions painful and frustrating, even if at the same time 
they are aware they are necessary to halt the pandemic, and so they respect them.  



When the city gave permission to 
celebrate the Mass outside in the 
square in front of the church, I felt a 
sense of relief, knowing how many of 
the faithful had raced to grab those ten 
seats, desiring to begin their Lenten 
journey to Easter with Mass.  And so, on 
Wednesday, we braved the cold.” 

The Mass lasted an hour.  When it 
was over, Bishop Varden thanked the people who came and advised everyone to “go 
home and get something hot to drink”.  The number of people allowed into the 
square had been set at 100 people.  Before Mass began, the Bishop reminded 
everyone to maintain the prescribed distance.  Candles had been placed in the snow 
to mark off the area.  Even they contributed, providing light and warmth to those 
participating, literally weathering the cold and the wind.  When the moment came 
for the imposition of ashes, as the Bishop moved from one person to another 
scattering ashes over their heads, snowflakes fell silently from heaven. 

Despite and cold and the dark, it was an impressive celebration.  In his brief 
homily, given the circumstances, Bishop Varden spoke about Lent as a pilgrimage. 
He reminded everyone: “Together we can return to God…  It gives us joy that God 
does not give up on us. Even though we are unfaithful, He is faithful. He sees the 
seed of our good will even when it seems like it is frozen in the snow.” 

The Diocese of Trondheim, in the centre of Norway, numbers 16,000 people, 
representing 120 different nationalities.  Before last March, between 1,200 and 
1,500 people went to the Cathedral every Sunday for Mass.  After more than ten 
years, the Diocese of Trondheim recently welcomed a new bishop.  At the height of 
the pandemic, Erik Varden, Norwegian by birth, was ordained the Bishop of 
Trondheim at the beginning of October, after having served as the Abbot of the 
Trappist monastery Mount Saint Bernard in Leicestershire.  He has not yet had the 
opportunity of carrying out his role as Bishop under normal circumstances. 

“It has been a year of surprises,” Bishop Varden recounts, “but life for the most 
part is full of surprises.  It can be difficult, but it is also an opportunity.  Every crisis 
brings with it an opportunity.  It makes things clearer, removes what is not 
essential…. We have learned what it means to be a society, we need each other and 
we want to be together.”  Happy over the outcome of the Ash Wednesday Mass, the 
Bishop said there are no plans for other Masses like this one.  However, he does not 
exclude the possibility that he will celebrate Mass outdoors again.  



What are you doing extra giving up in Lent? 
 

Each week we’ll hear what some Catholic writers and thinkers are doing, or not doing 
this Lent.  Maybe it will give some inspiration to us too? 
 

No More Bedtime Fiction. (Maria McFadden Maffucci) 
During Lent, I give up fiction. This is a big deal for me because I average a couple of 
novels a week — not, my friends, necessarily fine literature.  I’ll read almost anything 
in certain genres: psychological fiction, mysteries, even chick-lit.  I have to read 
something when I get in bed that is “other,” because if I read something relating to 
reality — here or in the next life — I may not sleep.  (On the other hand, if it’s a good 
thriller, I may also not sleep either.) I still need a bedtime story to feel safe.  During 
Lent, I read good theological and devotional books, and I cheat a little by reading 
biographies or memoirs.  The truth is, I look forward to this Lenten discipline as an 
opportunity to cleanse my brain and spirit — and for Easter I treat myself to buying 
new fiction at an actual brick and mortar bookstore. 
 

Time With the Image (Ann Schmalstieg Barrett) 
Each Lent, I paint a small master-copy (a painting that copies an original) for 
meditation.  That gives me the opportunity to spend hours in prayer with an image; 
allowing time for insights to develop and take root in the heart.  
Last year I painted Agnus Dei (c. 1639) by Francisco de Zurbaran.  In 
this painting, a lamb, eyes slightly open and legs bound, is 
presented before the sacrifice.  Incongruently, the lamb has horns, 
recalling the ram offered by Abraham after the angel’s 
intervention. Abraham’s words to his son, “The Lord will provide”, 
continually came to mind through the course of the painting. 
 

No Feelings (David Mills) 
Almost my entire experience of Christians has been with people 
who expect you to feel certain pious feelings, mostly goopy ones, 
and judge you for not feeling them, and I’m just not wired that way.  
I like Lent because I can do something and don’t have to feel 
anything in particular.  The feelings come from the actions, which 
in Lent means mostly the feeling, both a pleasure and a relief, of 
breaking a little of the world’s hold on me.  Just let me give up 
something: meat, beer, buying books; or do something extra: 
spiritual reading, a special good deed for the day — and I’m happy.  



Job Opportunity for a Development Worker 
 

The Diocese of Nottingham is proud to be a member of Faith Action Nottingham, the 
ecumenical social action network for churches in Nottinghamshire.  FAN has a 
vacancy for a Development Worker for 21 hours a week for at least 18 months.  Could 
it be you?  For more information visit: https://transformingnottstogether.org.uk/ 
whats-new/faith-action-nottingham-come-and-work-with-us 
 

Diocesan Job Opportunities 
 

The Diocese seeks to appoint an experienced Safeguarding Professional to lead and 
manage its Safeguarding Service as the Senior Safeguarding Coordinator.  Working 
with the Bishop, diocesan trustees, safeguarding commission, clergy and parishes, 
this person will lead and develop safeguarding strategy and practice to the highest 
levels, and implement national policies and procedures fully and consistently.  This 
is a key senior role, central to the commitment of the Bishop and the diocese to 
minimise safeguarding risks, achieve excellent outcomes with and for children and 
vulnerable adults, and enable a protected, supportive environment in which the 
mission of the Church demonstrably takes place safely across the diocese.  The 
successful applicant will be a highly motivated, energetic and enthusiastic individual 
with proven team leadership skills, and an expertise in, and commitment to, 
safeguarding children and vulnerable adults.  The salary is £43.8k-£47.8k dependent 
on qualifications and experience.  For more information and an application pack 
email: office@dioceseofnottingham.uk  The closing date is Sunday 28th February. 
 

Our Lady of Victories church heating 
 

Over the past couple of months, with the colder winter weather, temperatures in 
our parish church in Southwell have been particularly chilly.  Although the church is 
fitted with both underfloor heating and wall-mounted radiant heaters, neither of 
these are viable options presently.  The underfloor heating can’t be used presently 
due to suspected asbestos in the switching system.  This could be investigated to find 
out more, but is likely to be expensive work which might simply prove that the 
system is no longer operable.  The electric wall-mounted heaters are designed to 
heat people siting directly underneath them, not the space in the church, and are 
expensive to run; the one recent Mass during which they have been switched on 
provoked no response from any of the congregation present. 



 Some parishioners have expressed views about the ways in which the church 
might be heated, but there doesn’t appear to be a consensus presently: some think 
the electric heaters are good, some suggest they make no difference, some that the 
underfloor heating was very warming, others again that it took so long to warm the 
church that it had to be switched on days in advance.  If you have any views about 
what might be done please speak to Father Simon directly.  Whatever we undertake 
we’re likely to need the services of a specialist heating adviser, and in the meantime 
(with the doors and windows open during Mass) please continue to wrap up warmly. 
 

Parish Newsletter by email 
 

If you’d like to receive the parish newsletter by email simply email Father Simon at 
simon.gillespie@dioceseofnottingham.uk, asking to be added.  It’s necessary to 
have parishioners’ consent to send the newsletter, and other messages, via email. 
 Likewise if you haven’t filled in a parish census form please consider doing so.  
The form can be found on the forms tab of the parish website.  Without this basic 
contact information it’s not possible for the parish to keep in touch with you.  At this 
time when it’s difficult to come to church being able to post out some newsletters 
and prayer resources to parishioners is one simple way of keeping in touch. 
 

Financial Support of our Parish 
 

Thank you to those parishioners who give regularly via standing orders.  If you don’t 
do so, please consider what you can give.  Our parish is projected to make a loss of 
almost £25,000 this year, due to the lack of parish hall bookings and the reduction in 
weekly collection income.  If you’ve able to set up a standing order, the details are: 
• Account name: Our Lady of Victories Southwell RCP 
• Sort Code: 30-67-76 
• Account number: 45368360 

 

Many thanks to all our parishioners for your continuing generosity! 
 

Supporting Newark Foodbank 
 

The following items are especially needed at the moment: 
 

X Passata 
X Tinned carrots 
X Long-life milk 

X Chocolate biscuits 
X Toothpaste 

 

 

Items can be donated at the Co-op, One Stop, and Lloyds Chemist in Southwell.  



Nottingham 40 Days for life 2021 
 

40 Days for Life is a peaceful and prayerful way to work for an end to abortion.  In 
Nottingham Diocese, with the support of Bishop Patrick, we have prayed outside the 
abortion facility at the Queen’s Medical Centre during Lent for several years.  Routine 
abortions no longer take place there so last year we prayed at the Stapleford Care 
Centre, which contains a BPAS abortion clinic, until the Covid lockdown meant that 
we could no longer pray outside the clinic. We completed the prayer campaign by 
praying at home. 

During Lent from 17th February to 28th March people in our Diocese are invited 
to pray and fast for an end to abortion.  We planned to return to Stapleford but are 
currently prevented from doing so by lockdown (although the abortion clinic 
continues to see women).  So, we plan to start our 2021 campaign online.  

You are invited to peacefully pray for an hour or more during a 40-day vigil 
running for 12 hours daily during Lent.  Please sign up now to pray with us at  
40daysforlife.com/nottingham, or contact us at 40daysforlifenotts@gmail.com. 
 

A prayer for life 
 

We pray for all considering abortion.  We pray that the love and kindness of those 
around them would support pregnant women everywhere to continue with their 
pregnancy and find peace and joy in what the future holds.  Lord hear us. 
 

Prayer Intentions for Lent 
 

Although we can’t pray the Universal Prayer (bidding prayers) at Mass presently, 
Bishop Patrick gives us some suggestions for our prayers during each week of Lent. 
 

God’s call to take the journey in faith is rewarded with the promise of new life.  With 
confidence in God’s loving mercy, we pray for the needs of the Church and the world. 
X We pray for the Church, for Pope Francis and all bishops and priests who minister 

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, that they may be faithful shepherds and 
pastors to their people.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

X For our diocesan family, that during these days of Lent each of us may grow in 
faith, hope and love, and in our encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ.  May our 
lives become more deeply grounded in prayer, and in the service of God, and of 
one another.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

X For all nations and peoples of our world, that the obedience of Abraham may be 



our own.  May we always work for the common good of all, and seek to be the 
voice of the voiceless within our society.    Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

X We pray for all the children of Abraham: for Jews, Christians and Muslims; may we 
recognise our common belief in the one God, and treat each other with dignity 
and loving respect.    Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

X We pray, for all who are sick, and for those who have died in the faith of Christ.  
May God hold them in the immensity of His loving heart, and in death welcome all 
who have died into the fullness of everlasting peace.    Lord in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 

Father, enable us to see, as Abraham did, the wonder of your promise.  Give us the 
courage to take that path which leads to eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Lord God, with all our hearts we beseech you: have mercy on your people; spare 
your people; strengthen all people in the struggle against the havoc of this 

pandemic.  Lord our God, without you we are so weak and our courage so limited.  
Give us your strength; give us your love; give us wisdom and skill to continue this 
fight.  Spare your people, O Lord we pray.  Comfort those who mourn and gather 

into your kingdom all who have died.  We make this prayer through Christ our Lord, 
who died and rose to life, who lives and reigns with you, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

Prayers for … 
 

Please remember in your prayers especially: 
X All those affected by the coronavirus outbreak – those infected, those caring for 

them, those who have died, and those who mourn. 
X Deacon Robin Pollard, of Hinckley parish, who died on Wednesday 24th February.  

May he rest in peace! 
X Peter Armstrong, a parishioner in Southwell who died on Friday 12th February, and 

whose funeral service will be on Wednesday 17th March. May he rest in peace! 
X John Pett, of Saint Wilfrid’s church, Calverton, who died on Saturday 20th 

February.  May he rest in peace. 
X Ivor Amos, who died on Saturday 20th February.  May he rest in peace. 
X Joan Hyde, a parishioner in Calverton. 
X Clergy of our diocese who are sick at this time: Monsignor Jonathan Moore, 

Canons Michael Moore and Owen O’Neill, Fathers John Cairns, Tony Colebrook, 
John Daley IC, Hugh Doherty, Kevin Gradwell, James Hannigan, Peter Harvey, 
Christopher Hogan, James Lynch, Frank McLaughlin, Robert Rutledge, Michael 
Tutcher; Deacons Tom Berrie, Stephen Doona, William Hutchinson.  



Masses and Services this week 
 

Saturday 27th February Lenten Feria 
  No morning Mass 
    SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

Collection for Cafod – Lenten Fast Day 
S 6.00pm Mass  Barbara Pearson RIP and Tom Sills RIP 
Sunday 28th February SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
C 10.45am Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
Monday 1st March Feast of Saint David, bishop, patron of Wales 
  Mass  Macey Family 
Tuesday 2nd March Lenten feria 
  Mass  Special Intention (DS) 
Wednesday 3rd March Lenten feria 
  Mass  Richard Spence RIP 
Thursday 4th March Lenten feria 
  Mass  Neil O’Flanagan RIP 
Friday 5th March  Lenten feria 
  Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
Saturday 6th March Lenten feria 
  No morning Mass 
    THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
S 6.00pm Mass  Mary Back RIP 
Sunday 7th March  THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
C 10.45am Mass  John Bell RIP (first anniversary) 
 

Readings at Masses this week 
 

Sunday Genesis 22: 1-2.9-13.15-18; Psalm 115(116):10.15-19; Romans 8:31-34; 
  Mark 9:2-10 
Monday Philippians 3:8-14; Psalm 1:1-4.6; Matthew 5:13-16 
Tuesday Isaiah 1:10.16-20; Psalm 49(50):8-9.16-17.21.23; Matthew 23:1-12 
Wednesday Jeremiah 18:18-20; Psalm 30(31):5-6.14-16; Matthew 20:17-28 
Thursday Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 12:1-4.6; Luke 16:19-31 
Friday Genesis 37:3-4.12-13.17-28; Psalm 104(105):16-21; 
  Matthew 21:33-43.45-46 
Saturday Micah 7:14-15.18-20; Psalm 102(103):1-4.9-12; Luke 15:1-3.11-32 


