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4th and 5th April 2020 : Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
 

 

This is Holy Week, the Great Week, the Week when we are called to that privileged 
position of journeying with Jesus in his final days, through the triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem to the agony in the Garden and finally the death of Jesus of the Cross of 
Calvary.  This isn’t an easy week, it’s a time of emotion and drama, of great hardship 
and suffering, a week when we are called to put our normal lives on hold, and truly 
enter into the heart of the mysteries of our faith. 
Although we can’t celebrate the liturgies as we usually would, in church as a 
community around the priest, we can still be united in prayer.  The Pope has asked 
parish priest to publish the times of the Masses and Services of Holy Week, so that 
congregations can join in a spiritual union with their priests at the same time, 
although separated by distance.  Also in this newsletter are details of some of the 
on-line resources, including live-streaming of Masses and Services, which we might 

use as a focus of our prayer.  Let’s keep this Great Week 
truly holy! 

On this Palm Sunday we see the Kingship of Jesus 
misunderstood, as he is feted whilst entering 
Jerusalem, but thought as one who will reject the 
conquering Romans and set the Chosen People free 
from their earthly masters. 

On Thursday Jesus shows God’s love by washing 
the feet of his disciples, but again he is misunderstood: 
‘Lord, you shall never wash my feet’.  As Jesus 



instituted the Eucharist his love was given a tangible and permanent presence here 
among us. 

On Friday the drama reaches its crescendo as the depths of God’s love for us 
are demonstrated on the Cross.  Whilst others fall asleep or flee, call for Jesus to be 
crucified or spit upon him, will we be faithful, standing with Mary and with John at 
the foot of the Cross? 

Through Friday evening and Saturday and into the night we experience the 
stillness of the tomb, the emptiness of a world without Jesus.  Our church is barren, 
the tabernacle empty, only the Cross shows us what has happened, what is to come. 

And then, very early in the morning, on the first day of the week, we journey 
to the tomb to find . . . . 
 

Prayer during the Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

In these days when our churches must stay closed and Lent seems especially rigorous 
with so many restrictions, it’s a comfort to know that God is close to us and that he 
holds each one of us in the palm of his hand.  This Sunday we celebrate the re-
dedication of our country to Mary, as her Dowry, and so it’s especially good to use 
the Holy Father’s prayer, to Our Lady, as we seek comfort and Divine protection: 
 

O Mary, 
you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. 
At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. 

You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. 
We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, 

joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: 
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 

and bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, 
to the joy of the Resurrection. 

Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test 

and deliver us from every danger, 
O glorious and blessed Virgin.  



National Temporary Closure of Churches 
Diocesan Update: 25th March 

 

Following the announcement last week, by the Bishops 
of England and Wales, of the suspension of public 
participation in the public liturgical celebrations, the 
situation developed a few days ago when all churches 
were asked to close, for an initial period of three weeks.  
Accordingly, from 24th March, and for an initial period of three weeks (including 
Easter), Bishop Patrick has decreed that all Catholic churches and chapels of ease in 
our diocese must remain closed.  A fuller explanation of this, given by the President 
of the Bishops’ Conference, Cardinal Vincent Nichols, can be viewed on-line here: 

https://rcdow.org.uk/news/churches-to-close-with-immediate-effect/ 
 

Father Simon continues to celebrate Mass and the Liturgy of the Hours each day in 
Our Lady of Victories church, where the Blessed Sacrament remains reserved.  With 
the current restrictions on movement unless essential it’s not easy for Mass to be 
celebrated, even privately, in Calverton, and so the Blessed Sacrament has been 
removed from Saint Anthony’s church.  Sincere thanks to those parishioners in 
Calverton who continue to visit the church and ensure all is well with the building. 
 

Access to a Priest or the Sacraments 
 

During these days when our Catholic churches throughout the country have to 
remain closed Mass is still celebrated every day for the intentions of all the 
parishioners of Southwell and Calverton, and for the specific intentions you have 
requested.  If you need to contact Father Simon, please get in touch : all the contact 
details are on the front page of this newsletter. 

Justine, our parish secretary, is now working from home, but can be contacted 
through the parish email address, and is collecting the post regularly. 
 As requested by the Prime Minister on 23rd March, public religious celebrations 
are not taking place for the time being.  Funeral Services can still be held, at the 
cemetery or crematorium, and a Requiem Mass or Memorial Mass can be celebrated 
later, when it’s possible to gather again in church. 
 If you or someone you know wishes to be anointed with the Sacrament of the 
Sick please speak with Father Simon.  Likewise, if you or someone you know wishes 
to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) this can be arranged 
directly with Father Simon. 



Ways to continue to participate in the life of the Church 
 

The readings and prayers for Mass each day can be found here: 
• https://universalis.com/europe.england.nottingham/mass.htm 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from our Cathedral in Nottingham at the following times 
(although some of the times will be different during Holy Week): 
• Sundays and Saturdays: 10am 
• Weekdays: 1pm 

The link to the televised Mass is here: 
• http://www.stbarnabascathedral.org.uk/01_Community/livestream.html 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from the National Shrine and Minor Basilica of Our Lady in 
Walsingham each day at 12 noon: 
• http://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream 

 

Sunday Mass, celebrated by Bishop Patrick, will be broadcast from his chapel at 
Bishop’s House each Sunday at 10am: 
• www.youtube.com/channel/UCaf7upUMsn3Kl8GD79FotjQ/featured?fbclid=I

wAR1JRpqkdO0rHZY98bsnSC_N9TKbvSKXv0L5bT4yVCcMTHaVmAwaW4g-rAk 
Bishop Patrick is also celebrating other liturgies, such as the Stations of the Cross, 
and times of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  Check the Bishop’s YouTube 
channel (using the link above) for each day’s schedule. 
 

The Rosary is prayed throughout the day from the Shrine of Our Lady at the Grotto 
in Lourdes: 
• https://www.lourdes-france.org/en/tv-lourdes 

 

Resources for children can be found via the Nottingham Diocesan Catholic Youth 
Service’s (NDCYS) website: 
• https://ndcys.com 

 

There are also ideas for children’s liturgy on Cafod’s website: 
• https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

 

In these days let us stay safe and well, with our eyes fixed on the Lord.  As our 
churches have to remain closed, let us open our hearts even wider.  As the Psalms 
say ‘Grow higher ancient doors and let the King of Glory enter.’  These are the doors 
of our hearts.  God knows well how to fill our lives.  We must open our hearts in 
prayer and silent welcome.  



Readings at Masses and Services this week 
 

During this time when we’re not able to attend Mass, reading and pondering the 
reading we would hear at Mass is one way of being in union with the Church 
throughout the world.  The references to the day’s readings are given below: 
 

Palm Sunday Matthew 21:1-11; 
  Isaiah 50:4-7; Psalm 21(22):8-9.17-20.23-24; 
  Philippians 2:6-11; Matthew 26:14-27:66 
Monday Isaiah 42:1-7; Psalm 26(27):1-3.13-14; John 12:1-11 
Tuesday Isaiah 49:1-6; Psalm 70(71):1-6.15.17; John 13:21-33.36-38 
Wednesday Isaiah 50:4-9; Psalm 68(69):8-10.21-22.31.33-34; 
  Matthew 26:14-25 
Maundy Thursday Exodus 12:1-8.11-14; Psalm 115(116):12-13.15-18; 
  1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-15 
Good Friday Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Psalm 30(31):2.6.12-13.15-17.25; 
   Hebrews 4:14-16.5:7-9; John 18:1-19:42 
Easter Vigil Genesis 1:1-2:2; Psalm 103(104):1-2.5-6.10.12-14.24.35; 
  Genesis 22:1-18; Psalm 15(16):5.8-11; Exodus 14:15-15:1; 
  Exodus 15; Isaiah 54:5-14; Psalm 29(30):2.4-6.11-13; 
  Isaiah 55:1-11; Isaiah 12; Baruch 3:9-15.32-4:4; 
  Psalm 18(19):8-11; Ezekiel 36:16-17.18-28; 
  Psalm 41(42):2-3.5.42:3-4; Romans 6:3-11; 
  Psalm 117(118):1-2.16-17.22-23; Matthew 28:1-10 
Easter Day Acts 10:334.37-43; Psalm 117(118):1-2.16-17.22-23; 
  Colossians 3:1-4; John 20:1-9 
 

We don’t have the facility to live-stream Mass from either of the churches in our 
parish, but that doesn’t mean that it’s not possible to be spiritually connected with 
our own parish community.  The back page of the newsletter lists the times of each 
of the Masses and Services during Holy Week, so that parishioners are able to pause 
and pray together at the same times, even though in different places.  The parish 
website also gives the Orders of Service which will be used by Father Simon this 
week.  Fuller details of all the Masses, Services, and the Liturgy of the Hours (daily 
prayers) are on the Universalis website: 

https://universalis.com/europe.england.nottingham/mass.htm 
Do find ways to participate in the life of our parish and our Church this Great Week!  



A Spiritual Communion 
 

Spiritual Communion is the heartfelt desire to receive Our Lord, even when we are 
unable because of the distance or for some other reason, such as in the present 
circumstances.  This desire to receive Jesus through spiritual Communion is an act of 
love which prolongs our thanksgiving even when we are not in the Eucharistic 
presence of Our Lord.  The wish to live constantly in his presence can be fuelled by 
acts of love and desire to be united with him and is a means of drawing more deeply 
from the life of the Holy Spirit dwelling within our souls in the state of grace. 

If you are at home and live-streaming the Mass, or praying the texts of the 
Mass, when it comes to the time for receiving Holy Communion pray instead one of 
the prayers below: 
 

From Saint Aphonsus Liguori: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love you 
above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot at this 
moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I 
embrace you as being already there and unite myself wholly to you.  Never permit 
me to be separated from you.  Amen. 
 

From Saint Thomas More: 
I wish, my Lord, to receive you with the purity, humility and devotion with which 
your Most Holy Mother received you, with the spirit and fervour of the saints.  Come 
Lord Jesus.  Give me, good Lord, a longing to be with you, give me warmth, delight 
and quickness in thinking upon you.  And give me your grace to long for your holy 
sacraments, and especially to rejoice in the presence of your very blessed Body, 
Sweet Saviour Christ, in the Holy Sacrament of the altar. 
 
A prayer to my Guardian Angel when I can’t get to Mass 
Dear Guardian Angel, go for me to the church, there kneel down at Mass for me.  At 
the Offertory, take me to God, and offer him my service: what I am, what I have, 
offer as my gift.  At the Consecration, with your seraphic strength, adore my Saviour 
truly present, praying for those who have loved me, for those who have offended 
me, and for those now deceased, that the blood of Jesus may purify them all.  During 
Holy Communion, bring to me the Body and Blood of Jesus uniting him with me in 
spirit, so that my heart may become his dwelling place.  Plead with him, that through 
his sacrifice all people throughout the world may be saved.  When the Mass ends, 
bring home to me and to every home, the Lord's blessing.  Amen.  



A reflection for Holy Week from Saint Augustine of Hippo 
 

Let us too glory in the cross of the Lord.  The passion of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ is the hope of glory and a lesson in patience.  What may not the hearts of 
believers promise themselves as the gift of God’s grace, when for their sake God’s 
only Son, co-eternal with the Father, was not content only to be born as man from 
human stock but even died at the hands of the men he had created? 

It is a great thing that we are promised by the Lord, but far greater is what has 
already been done for us, and which we now commemorate. Where were the 
sinners, what were they, when Christ died for them? When Christ has already given 
us the gift of his death, who is to doubt that he will give the saints the gift of his own 
life? Why does our human frailty hesitate to believe that mankind will one day live 
with God? 

Who is Christ if not the Word of God: in the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God? This Word of God was made flesh and 
dwelt among us. He had no power of himself to die for us: he had to take from us 
our mortal flesh. This was the way in which, though immortal, he was able to die; 
the way in which he chose to give life to mortal men: he would first share with us, 
and then enable us to share with him. Of ourselves we had no power to live, nor did 
he of himself have the power to die.  In other words, he performed the most 
wonderful exchange with us. Through us, he died; through him, we shall live. 
The death of the Lord our God should not be a cause of shame for us; rather, it should 
be our greatest hope, our greatest glory. In taking upon himself the death that he 
found in us, he has most faithfully promised to give us life in him, such as we cannot 
have of ourselves. 

He loved us so much that, sinless himself, he suffered for us sinners the 
punishment we deserved for our sins. How then can he fail to give us the reward we 
deserve for our righteousness, for he is the source of righteousness? How can he, 
whose promises are true, fail to reward the saints when he bore the punishment of 
sinners, though without sin himself? 

Brethren, let us then fearlessly acknowledge, and even openly proclaim, that 
Christ was crucified for us; let us confess it, not in fear but in joy, not in shame but in 
glory.  The apostle Paul saw Christ, and extolled his claim to glory. He had many great 
and inspired things to say about Christ, but he did not say that he boasted in Christ’s 
wonderful works: in creating the world, since he was God with the Father, or in ruling 
the world, though he was also a man like us. Rather, he said: Let me not boast except 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.  



Cardinal Nichols : Easter Duties and the Forgiveness of Sins 
 

At this time, we are coming nearer to Holy Week - to that most important week in 
our year.  The week in which we celebrate with real solemnity, the final events of 
Our Lord's life.  His entry into Jerusalem, his Last Supper with his apostles, his death 
on the Cross on Calvary, his entombment; and, of course, the glorious Resurrection 
of our Saviour from the dead. 

Now, this year, with great distress and sadness, we know we will not be able 
to come together to celebrate these great days and we will have to do the best we 
can by the means that are at our disposal.  I want to talk about a very important 
aspect of this. 

You will know that it is an obligation on all Catholics to fulfil what is known as 
their 'Easter duties'.  This is to receive Holy Communion at Easter time, or 
thereabouts, and it’s often coupled with the desire or the need to go to the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, to confession. 

I want to say with all clarity that this obligation is removed from us this year - 
in the same way as it is not an obligation on us to attend Mass on Sunday, because 
these circumstances make it impossible.  So, too, the obligation to our Easter duties 
is removed. 

I would not want anyone to be burdened by the thought they are failing to 
fulfil their Easter duties.  You are not.  Now, also at this moment, we can recover 
another part of our Catholic tradition, a bit like the act of spiritual communion, which 
comes to our aid in times of great distress and difficulty. 

It is the teaching of the Church that the Lord, in his mercy, will forgive our sins, 
even our grievous sins if we cannot go to Confession - go to the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation - as long as we make what is termed a perfect Act of Contrition, and 
resolve to confess our serious sins when we next have the opportunity to do so. 

As I say, this is part of a deep Catholic tradition. It's not something new thought 
up for these very difficult circumstances.  So let me explain a little more. 

What the Church teaches us is that God, in his mercy, forgives our sins when 
we are truly sorry for them.  And when we turn to him and express our sorrow in an 
Act of Contrition, it’s called an Act of Perfect Contrition when its focus is on the mercy 
and the love of God rather than on the burden of our guilt. 

So to make an act of Perfect Contrition, we simply need to turn to God and be, 
as it were, overwhelmed by God's mercy, and then express in our own words or in 
the words of the traditional Act of Contrition, the sorrow we feel for our offences 
against the goodness of God. 



When we do that in all sincerity of heart, we may rest assured that God forgives 
our sins and that we come away from that Act of Perfect Contrition freed from those 
sins. 

And, as I say, the only thing we have to remember is, when it is possible to 
make a Confession again, that we mention the grievous sins which were forgiven by 
this Perfect Act of Contrition. 

You might say, well, why do we have to go to Confession and name our sins?  
Part of the reason is often we don't really own them until we name them.  And in the 
act of naming our serious sin, then we take hold of them and hand them over to 
Jesus on the Cross, because he takes on the burden of our sin.  And we, for our part, 
when we have that opportunity, name it to the priest who is there representing the 
person of Jesus and his mercy. 

So we can approach Easter with a clear conscience.  And we can make use, 
under these extreme circumstances, of this great tradition of the Church.  Through 
it, the Lord forgives our sins that we may enter fully into the joy of the Resurrection.  
Let us just pray for a moment. 

 
Lord, 

I am sorry for the times 
I have sinned against you. 

I am sorry 
because I've offended 
your infinite goodness 

because I've turned 
my back on you. 

I ask your forgiveness now. 
 

Embrace me in your mercy. 
Out of your love 

that I may pick up again 
in full joy, 

the call of discipleship 
to follow your son, 

Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns 

forever and ever. 
Amen.  



Abortion made easier 
 

Following The Government’s decision this week to allow women to have early 
abortions at home without medical supervision during the coronavirus crisis, Bishop 
John Sherrington, the English and Welsh bishops’ spokesman on life issues, has 
issued this statement: 

We understand why the government wishes to keep women away from 
hospital at this time but are shocked to hear that the Secretary of State for Health 
plans to introduce temporary measures to allow telemedicine and early DIY abortion 
at home without any medical supervision present.  These measures fundamentally 
change access to abortion in England and Wales for the foreseeable future.  Whilst 
these are emergency times, these measures further endanger women who, for 
example, are rushed into decisions by abusive partners and act without any proper 
consultation.  They diminish the seriousness with which these decisions should be 
taken and the physical and psychological dangers of the administration of these 
drugs at home.  We urge urged officials to publish a time limit on the measure as 
they have for other emergency legislation.  Along with all those who cherish and 
uphold the value of human life, the Church will be vigilant to see that these 
measures, if introduced, are rescinded as soon as possible so that the present, albeit 
unsatisfactory, law is followed. 
We pray for all those affected by the tragedy of abortion, and for the happy repose 
of the souls of all those who haven’t had the chance to live their life here on earth. 
 

Prayer for the Victims and Survivors of Abuse 
 

On Friday 3rd April the Church around the world joined in prayer for all those affected 
by the scandal of abuse, especially for those injured by the actions of priests, 
religious, and member of our Church: 
Praise to you Father of our Lord Jesus Christ the source of all consolation and hope. 

Be the refuge and guardian of all who suffer from abuse and violence. 
Comfort them and send healing 

for their wounds of the body, soul and spirit. 
Help us all and make us one with you in your love for justice 

as we deepen our respect for the dignity of every human life. 
Giver of peace, make us one in celebrating 

your praise, both now and forever. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  



Rededication of England as Mary’s Dowry 
 

Last Sunday many thousands across the country joined in rededicating England as 
the Dowry of Mary.  Below is a reflection, from Father Dominic Alain, about the 
significance of the event, especially in this Great Lent of the coronavirus pandemic: 
 

“Dowry’’ has a strange, medieval ring about it.  I first heard the word in the Prayer 
for England at Sunday evening Benediction, and in the Lourdes Hymn.  Perhaps that’s 
why it evokes the Catholicism of my grandparents’ generation; the Catholicism, too, 
of the remnant who kept the faith when the state claimed rights over the nation’s 
conscience, the authorities vandalised shrines and sacraments, and what we would 
now call the institutional Church more or less disappeared from sight. 

There was a romance about this because it reminded us that ordinary people 
are capable of doing heroic and dangerous things for love, and that when they do so 
inspired by fidelity to God and his Church they show that the faith will only survive 
where there are those who are prepared to live it with passion, with their life-blood. 

From the first it was about Incarnation, and Christ’s incarnation is only possible 
to the extent that He and His Mother surrendered their will to the will of the Father.  
If Christ is to be born in us, the same is true.  By definition, it will not be predictable, 
safe or conformed to the standards of the world.  We too must conceive the likeness 
of Christ within us through his Spirit. 

This is not some metaphysical ideal or aspiration.  It’s about sanctifying the 
things of everyday, it’s about how I live in my body, not just my thoughts and 
aspirations.  That surely is the message of Walsingham, England’s Nazareth. 

Richard II’s declaration of England as Mary’s Dowry 
explains: “The contemplation of the great mystery of the 
Incarnation has drawn all Christian nations to venerate 
her from whom came the first beginnings of our 
redemption.  But we English, being the servants of her 
special inheritance and her own dowry, ought to surpass 
others in the fervour of our praises and devotions.”  

It is timely, then, that our country should be 
rededicated to the powerful intercession of the Mother 
of God at a time of crisis.  But if this is to be something 
more than nostalgia, we ought to be finding ways in 
which a renewed fervour of praise and devotion can be 
the active concomitant of this rededication.  A ‘‘dowry’’ 
which acquiesced to another six months in which the 
faithful were without the sacraments, without trying to find creative solutions to the 



problem in ways proportional to risk, would be a moth-eaten thing indeed. 
The concept of dowry is an anachronism to those who claim it reduces 

womanhood to chattel status, but in some ways the dowry helped to establish a 
woman’s rights.  It meant the bride had a stake in the setting up of the matrimonial 
home. In the event of her husband’s decease, she would be provided for, and if the 
marriage remained childless, the dowry was forfeited. 

To rededicate England surely means to rededicate the Church in this country 
to praying and striving to defend virginity, motherhood and the unborn.  It means 
proclaiming to our society that marriage and family are the bedrock of society and 
not one lifestyle choice. 

Rededication must be expressed in encouragement for vocations to 
priesthood and religious life and a properly catechised, courageous laity who look to 
express their faith in the world, fired by the certainty that nothing is impossible to 
God when we say yes to his Word. 
 

Some practical points 
 

Although Masses won’t be celebrated publicly for the foreseeable future, if you wish 
to have a Mass offered for a particular intention simply put a Mass envelope with 
the details through the presbytery letterbox, or email Father Simon directly.  The 
daily Mass intentions will continue to be published in the newsletter. 
 

Since there are no Sunday collections it’s greatly appreciated when parishioners are 
able to give their offerings via standing order.  Sincere thanks to those parishioners 
who have set-up new standing orders in light of the Financial Presentation to the 
parish in February.  If you’ve not set one up yet, but are able to do so, the details 
your bank will need are: 
• Account name: Our Lady of Victories Southwell RCP 
• Sort Code: 30-67-76 
• Account number: 45368360 

 
Newsletter via email 

 

If you’d like to receive the parish newsletter by email simply email Justine (the parish 
secretary, at olv.rcchurch@gmail.com, asking to be added to the list.  You can still 
collect a paper copy if you wish, and it will be available on the parish website also.  
In these coming days when it isn’t possible for parishioners to get to Mass it would 
be very helpful to have parishioners’ written consent (via email is fine) to send out 
the newsletter, and possibly other urgent messages, via email.  



Supporting the vulnerable during the Covid-19 pandemic 
 

Parishioners may already know that Southwell Town Council is co-ordinating a 
service to offer support to isolated vulnerable people who are required to remain in 
their own homes for the duration of the Covid-19 crisis.  They have asked for each 
church community to provide names of parishioners who would be prepared to offer 
such help.  The range of help is from collecting and delivering food, medicines and 
other essential items to simply being prepared to make contact by phone on a 
regular basis, offering moral support.  If you feel able to offer this support, almost 
certainly to complete strangers, then either email or telephone the parish office with 
your details and an indication what support you would feel comfortable providing. 
 

Foodbank Appeal 
 

Foodbank collections in Southwell are now only at the Co-Op, One-Stop and LLoyds.  
During these extraordinary times there will be even greater demand for our local 
foodbank.  The volunteers there are bracing themselves for the inevitable increase 
in demand that Covid-19 brings and are determined to keep open and provide 
support.  For many people there will be real difficulties maintaining the donations 
normally provided, be it because of remaining indoors or feeling reluctant to be seen 
purchasing more than we personally need. 
For those who regularly donate food an alternative would be to donate some money 
directly to the foodbank.  If you’re able to do this, please either 
• send a cheque payable to Newark Foodbank, to: 

o Newark Foodbank, c/o Barnbygate Methodist Church, 15a Barnbygate, 
Newark  NG24 1PX 

• or make a bank transfer to their account: 
o account name: Newark Foodbank 
o sort code: 40-52-40 
o account number: 00027004 

Parishioners might even consider regular giving by downloading a standing order 
mandate from their website: 
• https://newark.foodbank.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/sites/93/2015/06/Newark-Standing-Order-Form-PDF.pdf 
The Foodbank certainly expect to have to augment their supplies by buying in food 
to cover dropping donations.  However difficult times become in the next few 
months, let us not forget those whose struggle is often great than ours.  



Destitute Asylum Seekers 
 

In line with Government guidance the Refugee Forum will be closed until further 
notice.  Support will still be available over the telephone: 0115 960 1230, Monday – 
Thursday, 10.00am – 3.00pm.  Since items can’t be left in church if parishioners are 
able to make a financial donation instead of goods this can be done online at:  

www.nottsrefugeeforum.org.uk/projects/anti-destitution-project 
Thank you to parishioners for your generosity.  Pati Colman [01636 813260] 
 

200 Club Winners 
 
Congratulations to our recent 200 Club Winners, and to all who support the Club. 
Date First Prize Second Prize Third Prize 

8th Mar 121 Julie Dalby 59 Mary Sills 118 Kevin Freeman 
15th Mar 61 Jane Gamble 134 Elizabeth Renshaw 86 Paul Wilkinson 
22nd Mar 30 Geoff 21 Teresa Newton 52 Julie Bordogna 
29th Mar 29 Geoff 112 John Lalor Crosse 90 Kathleen Dixon 
 

Join the ‘Fight Infections in Africa’ Appeal 
 

Bishop Patrick is Patron of this Leicestershire charity which offers medical care to 
some of the poorest people in sub-Saharan Africa.  The charity has Catholic roots and 
works closely with the Catholic Religious Sisters who run the few local small Medical 
Centres.  The Bishop is asking if each parish would be prepared to raise £100 to 
support this appeal.  Too many vulnerable children and adults in sub-Saharan Africa 
are suffering or dying from treatable infections, and they desperately need our help.  
£100 could treat 380 patients with diarrhoeal disease. 
We won’t have a specific collection for this appeal – but if anyone is able to make 

a donation please place it in an envelope and put it through the presbytery 
letterbox during Lent.  Let’s see if, as a parish, we can raise £100 before Easter? 

 
A reflection from ‘Marriage Matters’ 

 

Challenged when we witness how others love   Saint Paul recognises the amazing 
humility of Jesus who accepts death on the cross out of love for God and us.  We 
wonder and are challenged by the joy of a friend who daily visits his wife who has 
dementia; in his great love he feeds her, puts her to bed each evening, prays with 
her.  Could we love like this?  



Prayer for the Year of the Word 
 

Living God, you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears 

and shows us how to live for one another. 
Send us the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds 

so that we may be your witnesses throughout the world.  Amen. 
 

V. Your word is our path and your truth is our light. 
R. This day and every day. 

 

Our Lady of the Annunciation : Pray for us. 
Saint Matthew : Pray for us. 
Saint Jerome : Pray for us. 

 
Prayers for … 

 

Please remember in your prayers especially: 
X All those affected by the coronavirus outbreak – those infected, those caring for 

them, those who have died, and those who mourn 
X Canon John Berry, parish priest of Eastwood, Nottingham, and a priest of our 

diocese for more than 65 years, who died on Wednesday 25th March aged 90, and 
whose burial will be on Tuesday 7th April.  May he rest in peace! 

X Julia Smith, who died recently, and whose burial will be on Thursday 16th April.  
May she rest in peace! 

X Bernadette McBride, who died on 31st March, and whose burial will be on Friday 
17th April.  May she rest in peace! 

X Cardinal George Pell, whose appeal decision will be announced in Australia on 
Tuesday 7th April 

X Clergy of our diocese who are sick at this time: Monsignor Jonathan Moore, 
Fathers John Cairns, Tony Colebrook, Hugh Doherty, James Hannigan, Peter 
Harvey, Slawomir Hermanowicz, Chris Hogan, Michael Horrax, Jim Lynch, Joe 
McGovern, Frank McLaughlin, Robert Rutledge, Michael Tutcher; Deacons 
Stephen Doona, and Bill Hutchinson. 

 
Pope’s Prayer Intentions 

 

Freedom from Addiction 
We pray that those suffering from addiction may be helped and accompanied.  



Masses and Services this week 
 

During these days, although parishioners aren’t able to attend Mass, 
Father Simon will continue to celebrate Mass for your requested intentions 

Sunday 5th April  PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 
 8.30am Office of Readings and Lauds (Morning Prayer) 
 9.00am Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
 6.00pm Vespers (Evening Prayer) 
Monday 6th April  Monday of Holy Week 
 8.30am Office of Readings and Lauds 
 9.00am Mass  Martin McBride RIP 
 6.00pm Vespers 
Tuesday 7th April  Tuesday of Holy Week 
 8.30am Office of Readings and Lauds 
 9.00am Mass  John Bell RIP 
 6.00pm Vespers 
Wednesday 8th April Wednesday of Holy Week 
 8.30am Office of Readings and Lauds 
 9.00am Mass  Timothy Wilfrid Hogan 
 6.00pm Vespers 
Thursday 9th April  MAUNDY THURSDAY 
 9.00am Office of Readings and Lauds 
 7.30pm Mandatum Mas  Gerry Finnerty RIP 
Friday 10th April  GOOD FRIDAY 
 9.00am Office of Readings and Lauds 
 10.30am Stations of the Cross 
 12.00 noon Sext (Mid-day Prayer) 
 3.00pm Solemn Liturgy of the Passion of the Lord 
Saturday 11th April HOLY SATURDAY 
 9.00am Office of Readings and Lauds 
 12.00 noon Sext 
 6.00pm Vespers 
Sunday 12th April  EASTER DAY 
 4.30am Easter Vigil and First Mass of Easter Pro Populo 
 8.30am Lauds 
 9.00am Mass of Easter Day Canon John Berry RIP 
 12.00 noon Sext 
 6.00pm Festal Vespers 


