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18th and 19th January 2020 : Second Sunday of the Year 
 

 

We celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity each year, from 18th January 
(Saturday) until next Saturday, 25th January, the Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul, 
Apostle to the Gentiles.  The theme this year comes from the Christians of Malta and 
Gozo : Unusual Kindness 
 

We look but what kind of looking do we do?  How do we see and understand 
ourselves, especially in light of our relationship with the Living Christ?  We know that 
God speaks to us in still small voices, but also in the people and places we least 
expect.  In supposed barren hard places there can spring unimaginable beauty and 
nourishment.  

In spite of the turbulence of the world at the present time, we also discover 
acts of kindness, of love, forgiveness and hospitality in places or from people we did 
not expect.  As in the natural world, there are still the places where the water of life 
seeps into the mainstream and brings colour and joy and offers a hopeful future.  
But it is only when we immerse ourselves in the vitality of all that life brings do we 
find this water of life seeping into the main steam.  Our Bible story gives us a visceral 
story of human fear, survival, hope and love.  It will invite us to reflect upon the 
abundance of God’s grace and fullness, that we can see if only we stop and look 

closely at what is in front of us.  In the most 
difficult situations, inhospitable places and 
even in the most inhospitable people, 
there we will find something of God’s 
grace.  



We are invited in this year’s Week of Prayer for Christian Unity materials to see 
God working through people and places which offer unusual kindness.  If only we 
would do the appropriate kind of looking.  

Bob Fyffe, General Secretary, Churches Together in Britain and Ireland  
 

This Year’s Theme 
Our prayer for Christian unity is deeply rooted in the Bible.  We pray for unity 
because Jesus prayed that His disciples would be one, that the world might believe 
(John 17:20-21).  Saint Paul also urged the churches to which he wrote to recognise 
their unity in Christ, even though there was much diversity within them (1 
Corinthians 12:12-27). 

For the churches in Malta, the Bible has special relevance for the shared life of 
the churches there, for the Gospel first came to Malta in the events that are told in 
the Acts of the Apostles, where Saint Paul and those with him encountered unusual 
kindness from the inhabitants.  Many people in Britain and Ireland will have visited 
Malta on holiday and seen the place where these events are believed to have taken 
place.  This is a reminder that Christianity is not merely a spirituality, but a faith 
rooted in events in human history: the redemption of humanity and the whole of 
creation.  The unity for which we pray therefore serves to make Christ known in the 
world.  

The story of Saint Paul’s being shipwrecked on Malta in Acts 27 and 28 leads 
us, during this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, to reflect upon many aspects of 
our own lives and the lives of our churches.  As we approach one another, seeking 
unity, we recognize that we sometimes carry baggage from history, tradition and 
cultural expectation, which can weigh us down and threaten to overwhelm us. There 
is the danger that, in the face of that experience, we might lose sight of the hope 
which first called us and so give up reaching for the light which Christ offers us.  

Saint Paul challenged his fellow travellers, sailors, soldiers and prisoners to 
keep up their courage.  In the face of apparent desperation and hopelessness, we 
are challenged to put our trust in God and allow ourselves to be held and carried 
through the waters.  There will be times when we are broken, as individuals and as 
churches, and looking back we shall see not just the one set of footprints in the sand, 
but hundreds, as we are surrounded and supported by those who love us.  There will 
be times when, standing in the storms of our own making, we are challenged to 
demonstrate unusual kindness in the face of worldly indifference.  



To demonstrate unusual 
kindness is to see the sister and 
brother in the monster’s shame and 
know that they too are children of 
God.  To demonstrate unusual 
kindness is to give without counting 
the cost, and to allow ourselves to 
be given unto without questioning 
worth.  As we reflect upon, and pray 
for, Christian unity, we 
acknowledge the injury that we 
have caused, the pain that we carry, 
the baggage that we must jettison.  
We pray for Christian unity as the place from which we can move onward in faith 
and in hope for the redemption of the world and the restoration of creation.  

For this year’s Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, we accompany the churches 
of Malta, praying with and alongside them, praying also for them in their Christian 
journey as they seek the unity for which Christ prayed.  And we rejoice with them 
that Malta traces its Christian origins back to the time of the Apostles.  And in so 
doing, we enter into the drama of Saint Paul, those that travelled with him, and the 
inhabitants whom they met, to discover our shared unity, and in so doing recognise 
the importance of unusual acts of kindness that bear witness to the Gospel of peace 
and reconciliation.  
 

Prayers before Mass : and the Year of the Word 
 

We continue to pray before Mass the Angelus (in preparation 
for the Rededication of England as the Dowry of Mary) and the 
Prayer of the Year of the Word.  Thanks to those parishioners 
who have taken it upon themselves to leads these prayers, 
about five minutes before the Mass is scheduled to begin; it 
would be good for a parishioner to spontaneously undertake 
this just before the 9.00am Sunday Mass in Southwell also. 
 

As we continue to celebrate the Year of the Word various initiatives will be suggested 
over the coming months.  Note the Roadshow in Newark during February (details on 
the next page).  We might consider reading the Gospel of Saint Matthew during Lent.  

Saint Paul’s Pro Cathedral, Valletta, Malta  
 



Changes to Mass times this week 
 

Mass on Wednesday will be celebrated ta 7.30am; Mass on Thursday will be 
celebrated at 6.00pm. 
 

Forthcoming Events in our parish, community and diocese 
 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity began on 18th January, with the theme (from 
the Acts of the Apostles): “they showed unusual kindness.”  Events in Southwell 
include daily prayer at 12.00 noon, followed by soup at 12.30pm: 

X Monday 20th – The Minster 
X Tuesday 21st – Riverside church 
X Wednesday 22nd – Methodist church 
X Thursday 23rd – Holy Trinity church 
X Friday 24th – Baptist church 

 

Sharing Scripture in my life, an afternoon reflection, will be given at the Rosmini 
Centre, LE7 4SJ, on Saturday 25th January at 3.00pm.  Visit www.rosminicentre.co.uk 
or contact 01509 813078 for more information. 
 

Inherit the Earth  an open meeting and exhibition launch will be held at Saint Peter’s 
church, Notitngham, on Tuesday 28th January at 6.30pm (with light refreshments 
from 6.00pm).  It will focus on the effects of the Climate Emergency on the people 
of some of the world's poorest nations, especially Bolivia, and marks the beginning 
of a three-week exhibition showing the effects of deforestation and global warming.  
Speakers include Nick Thorley (Christian Aid), Paul Bodenham (Green Christian) and 
Councillor Sally Longford (environment portfolio, Nottingham City). All welcome.  
 

Screening of ‘Unplanned’ 
 

Nottingham 40 Days for Life group has collected over 400 signatures from parishes 
of the diocese, achieving two showings of the film Unplanned at the Savoy Cinema, 
Derby Road, Nottingham, NG7 1QN, on Wednesday 22nd January, and again on 
Thursday 23rd January at 6.15pm. 
Tickets can be booked online: 

www.savoyonline.co.uk/SavoyNottingham.dll/WhatsOn?Film=29682605 
 

Please consider booking and seeing this film, highlighting the dignity of unborn life. 
  



The God who Speaks : The Year of the Word 2020 
 

As part of the Year of the Word: the God Who Speaks, Nottingham Diocese is hosting 
the National Scripture Tour on Saturday 22nd February in Holy Trinity Parish Centre, 
Newark, NG24 4AU.  The keynote speaker will be the artist for the Year, Pete Codling.  
The Scripture Tour aims to bring the Word of God alive.  The six themes are: 

1. Welcome the Word – welcome tent, resources and other promo resources 
from the diocese Whoever welcomes you welcomes me… Matthew 10.40 

2. Mary and the Word – all things Marian My soul magnifies the Lord… Luke 1: 46 
3. Seeing the Word – art, culture He has made everything beautiful for its time... 

Ecclesiastes 3: 11 
4. Exploring the Word – bible studying, going a bit deeper, getting into the Bible 

Your word is a lamp for my steps... Psalm 118 (119): 105 
5. Sharing the Word - evangelisation/music You will be my witnesses to the ends 

of the earth... Acts 1:8 
6. Living the Word – social justice Let justice roll down like waters… Amos 5: 24 

For more information visit www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/the-god-who-speaks/ 
 

“Scripture lies at the centre of everything the Church does.  This is a great 
opportunity to attract and encourage more people to read the bible and deepen 
awareness and understanding.  What is your parish doing?  Why not organise 
something yourself?  Discuss your ideas and suggestions with your parish priest.  ‘The 
God who speaks’ initiative serves to teach us how important the scriptures are in 
helping us to encounter God: to hear afresh what he asks of us in our daily lives, and 
to share with Him our joys, sorrows and anxieties.”   Bishop Patrick 
 

Year of the Word : Day of Prayer 
 

The Nottingham Diocesan Spirituality Network are holding days of prayer throughout 
2020 entitled : Encounter Jesus and be Missionary Disciples through Saint Matthew's 
Gospel, beginning at 10.00am with arrivals from 9.30am and finishing at 3.00pm with 
Liturgy.  Refreshments are provided, please bring a packed lunch.  All are welcome. 

Saturday 16th May – Saint Hugh’s church hall, Lincoln LN2 5AQ 
 
If parishioners have any ideas about how we might celebrate the Year f the Word in 

our parish, pelase speak with Father Simon.  It’s hoped to have a spiritual reading 
of Saint Matthew’s Gospel during the year (perhaps in Lent, or maybe Eastertide) – 

have a think about other ways in which we might make this year special! 



Pilgrimages by Coach 
 

Pilgrimage to Lisieux by Coach  March 2nd – 5th   Picking up in Nottingham, Derby and 
Leicester, the cost is £345 per person.  We begin with a visit to Lisieux cathedral, 
then the basilica dedicated to Saint Therese, to the house where she grew up and to 
the Carmel where she lived and died; there’s also an optional excursion to Hon Fleur. 
 

Pilgrimage to Lourdes and Nevers by Coach  June 13th – 20th   Picking up in 
Nottingham, Derby and Leicester, the cost is £595 per person.  This price includes 
coach and ferry travel, overnight stay in Orleans on the way out, full board at the 
Hotel Irlande in Lourdes, half board in Nevers on the way back; there’s an optional 
excursion to Gavarnie, a ski resort in the Pyrenees. 
 

For more information about either pilgrimage, and a booking form, please contact 
Father John McCay at jmccay1982@yahoo.co.uk or 0115 981 0320. 
 

Churches Together in Southwell : Lent 2020 
 

CTS are running the Superstar programme, an ecumenical Lent course in five 
sessions.  Eight groups will use the York Course written by David Wilbourne, 
theologian, former Anglican vicar and assistant Bishop of Llandaff.  We will explore 
five themes: 

Who is Jesus, Miracles, The Psalms, The Church, Cross Purposes 
The course starts in the week commencing Monday 2nd March, and leaflets about 
the programme, including a booking form, are in the narthex at Our Lady of Victories’ 
church.  A contribution of £8 per person is kindly requested; if you wish to be 
involved please reserve a place before Monday 3rd February. 
 

Cafod : what’s happening now? 
 

CAFOD nationally, our own church supporters and the Coffee for CAFOD group have 
put Catholic social teaching into action all through 2019. 
A petition was signed calling on the government to commit to a net zero emissions 
target and in June it happened.  The UK became the first major economy in the world 
to commit to ending its contribution to climate change.  30,000 of us have followed 
this up with a further petition calling on the government to put in place urgent and 
transparent policies to make the announcement a reality.  This petition is ongoing 



and will be handed into the Prime Minster soon. 
On 26th June 12,000 people, including members 
of our own community, gathered at Westminster 
for The Time is Now mass lobby of parliament to 

tell our MPs that the climate crisis is not the legacy we wish to leave our 
grandchildren.  381 MPs attended and we know that we have not been ignored. 
In November some of us joined in a Faith in Action Day to explore the links between 
faith and politics, reflecting on Scripture and Church Teaching and on what inspires 
us to act for the common good. The focus was on the document written by the 
Bishops’ Conference in 1996 – The Common Good and The Catholic Church’s Social 
Teaching.  This publication is available on-line at https://cbcew.org.uk/plain/wp-
content/uploads/sites/3/2018/11/common-good-1996.pdf 
In December we sent Christmas cards, messages of support and prayers to 
environmental and human rights defenders around the world letting them know that 
we are praying for their safety.  As we enter 2020 the work goes on. 
The 2019 UN COP25 climate change talks in Madrid ended with complaints that 
governments have not shown enough ambition in their commitments to tackle the 
climate crisis.  Countries formally recognised the need to set more ambitious targets 
for cutting greenhouse gas emissions ahead of COP26 in 2020.  But decisions on the 
final rules underpinning the Paris Agreement were postponed until the next summit, 
which will take place in Glasgow.  CAFOD, as part of the new Generations Unite 
Campaign, will be asking us shortly to sign a new petition to the Prime Minster 
requesting that he shows leadership and action in Glasgow  
CAFOD wishes to express its thanks to the generous response to the Lent Fast Day 
2019 which enabled aid to reach over 1.3 million people in Mozambique and 
Zimbabwe who were victims of Cyclone Idai.  Currently crippling drought and 
spiralling food prices continue to worsen the food shortages in Zambia and 
Zimbabwe and millions are hungry.  Local Church aid workers have been working 
around the clock to get food and safe, clean water to communities in need and an 
emergency appeal has gone out for funds. 
Our own community is making efforts to fill the Co-Op’s box for plastic waste to send 
a message to the Co-Op that we want plastic free packaging and the Coffee for 
CAFOD Group is pleased that donations for refreshments have raised £722 since the 
group’s formation in January 2017.  This has been used to create a virtual village and 
allowed CAFOD to provide items as diverse as bees, latrines and reading schemes. 

In support of Cafod’s work an extra Urgent Second Collection will be held 
on Sunday 2nd February to help address the food crisis in Zimbabwe and Zambia 



Newsletter via email 
 

If you’d like to receive the parish newsletter by email each Friday, please send an 
email to the parish secretary, Justine (olv.rcchurch@gmail.com), asking to be added 
to the circulation list.  You can still collect a paper copy at church if you wish, and it 
will be made available on the parish website also. 
 

Coffee Rota 
 

Coffee makers are needed!  New volunteers to serve coffee after mass on Sundays 
at Our Lady of Victories parish hall are urgently required.  We now have insufficient 
volunteers to offer coffee every Sunday and need at least four new volunteers.  Please 
contact Lesley McKenzie if you can help: 01636 814721 or les.mck15@gmail.com 
 

Sharewear 
 

Clothes are no longer being collected for this organisation at the moment as they are 
hoping to source their stock in a different way.  Thank you for all your previous 
generous support. 
 

Thank You from Faith in Families 
 

Thanks to your generosity, we were able to make many children’s Christmas a 
happier time.  Our appeal makes a huge difference and enabled these families to 
enjoy Christmas without the worry of how they could afford treats for the family. 
“This has made a massive impact on me and I am really grateful the people behind 
this still exist in this world. You should all be so proud of the overwhelming 
happiness you are bringing to families at this time. Thank you for your kindness, we 
will not forget this.” Turner Family 2019 
Thank you again for your support and generosity, we are extremely grateful.  We 
hope you will support us again for our 2020 Christmas Appeal.  If you wish to find 
out more about us or become a regular supporter, please make a payment online 
through our website: 
 

https://faithinfamilies.org/support-us/ways-to-support/donate-online/ 
You can also follow us on Facebook – FaithinFamiliesNotts 
& Twitter @FIFnotts 
 

Nicola Richardson, Community Fundraiser, Faith in Families  



From the Thursday Lunch Club 
 

I wish to correct any misunderstanding created by the item in the Parish Newsletter 
of Sunday 5th January, which appeared to link several distinct issues.  Although there 
is concern about a cash discrepancy in the safe and it is unfortunate that this involved 
part of the lunch club float, there is absolutely no suggestion of wrongdoing by 
anyone from the lunch team or office.  The lunch club is being discontinued for the 
time being simply because of dwindling attendance, shortage of volunteers, and 
personal commitments of some of the team. 
As a separate matter, the Finance Committee will be looking at control and access to 
any valuables stored in the safe. 

Janet Newton 
 

Report from the Parish Finance Committee 
 

Membership of the Parish Finance Committee: 
 

X Martin Foulds 
X Michael Gemson 
X Paul Newton 
X Father Simon (Ex Officio) 
X Justine Stoddard (In Attendance) 

 

The Parish Finance Committee (PFC) met last Tuesday (14th January), and discussed 
a number of items regarding the finances and buildings of the parish, in particular: 
 

Thursday Lunch Club 
The PFC noted that money which the Club kept in one of the parish safes wasn’t 
present when the money was requested towards the end of last year.  Cash from a 
number of parish activities is kept in the safe and not just cash from the Thursday 
Lunch Club. Since a number of people potentially have access to that particular 
parish safe, the PFC feel that it is almost impossible to ascertain precisely what has 
happened to the money in question.  In the opinion of the PFC there is little to be 
gained by undertaking a formal investigation, but weaknesses to our financial 
controls have been identified from this incident from which lessons can be learned 
and applied to all parish activities that handle cash. Improvements in our financial 
controls are needed to ensure that parish funds are robustly controlled and that such 
an incident does not happen again.   
 



One such lesson will be to identify those organisations within the parish which 
currently handle cash, and to ascertain how such cash is accounted for, banked, etc.  
Wherever possible there is a desire that all parish monies should be banked weekly 
into the parish bank account, and cheques and payments be drawn on that account, 
so that a single record of the financial affairs of the parish is available when needed, 
as well as to safeguard all cash received. This is best accounting practice, and as much 
as anything else is in line with diocesan guidance; aiding us when periodically we are 
audited by diocesan auditors.   
 

Church Heating Our Lady of Victories 
It was drawn to the attention of the PFC that several parishioners have commented 
negatively on the heating in the church over the past few weeks, and that it often 
feels cold on entering the church.  This has been alleviated on recent Sundays by 
switching on the heating on Saturday morning, and so the church feels warmer for 
the two Sunday Masses, but this incurs a cost of in the region of £90 per weekend.  
It’s also noted that the heating installed presently is designed to heat people, not the 
air in the church.  There is a desire to improve the church heating so that the church 
can feel comfortable when people enter, and yet not incur undue costs.   
 

Over the coming weeks it’s hoped to investigate the following options: 
 

X Whether the existing system can be fitted with a timer system, so that it can 
be set to come on and off at particular times (presently it operates simply with 
on/off switches, which have to be manually operated); 

X Whether the underfloor heating system still works, and whether the switches 
need to be attended to, to remove potential asbestos; 

X Whether some form of central heating (with a thermostat and a timer) could 
be installed, similar to that operating in many private homes. 

 

Each element will be considered with regard to feasibility of work to be undertaken, 
costs associated with such works, on-going running costs, and effectiveness in 
providing a warm church building.  Some thought will also be given to the insulation 
in church, noting that much of the wall space is devoted to single-glazed windows 
which presents a significant challenge to effective insulation of the church 
 

Parish Finances 
The PFC also considered when a financial report might be presented to the parish, 
and this has been agreed for Sunday 16th February.  More information will be given 
in the newsletter for that weekend, and a parishioner will speak at each Sunday Mass 



about our prior and current financial position. 
 

From Father Simon 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to say sorry to anyone who thought that the 
notice in the parish newsletter on Sunday 5th January implied that the Thursday 
Lunch Club was closing because of money not being accounted for appropriately, 
and was distressed by this.  I understand that there are fewer volunteers than 
previously, and that the future viability of the Thursday Lunch Club is being 
considered at the moment.  Likewise, but completely separately, I’m aware that 
money raised by the Thursday Lunch Club is missing, and this matter is obviously of 
concern to those involved.  The two matters are entirely separate, and I’d personally 
be very sorry to see the parish’s provision of hospitality and friendship within the 
setting of a communal meal, offered to those in Southwell who don’t necessarily 
have much opportunity to get out and about, come to an end.  Sincere thanks to all 
those volunteer cooks, washer-upers, drivers, shoppers, and others, who have made 
the Thursday Lunch Club such a success over the years. 
 

Second Collection this Sunday : Sick and Retired Priests 
 

The Diocese of Nottingham has over thirty priests who have retired from active 
parish ministry, but who remain priests of our diocese.  Once ordained, a man never 
stops being a priest, and so the term ‘retired priest’ really isn’t quite accurate: the 
priest has retired from his ‘work’ (of being in a parish, etc) but not from his ‘being’ a 
priest.  Consequently the retired priests of our diocese continue to offer great service 
through their volunteering to supply in parishes and celebrate Masses and the other 
sacraments when priests are away, and through their lives of prayer for all the people 
of our diocese, especially those to whom they have ministered previously. 
The Fund for which we have a second collection this Sunday exists to support those 
retired priests with financial aid.  Each of the retired priests has differing needs: some 
have pensions, and make no draw on the fund at all, others come from a time when 
there was never a consideration of a priest having a pension, or perhaps now needs 
nursing home care, the bills for which exceed his financial resources.  Whatever state 
aid is available is always sought first, and this Fund can make additional contributions 
where and when needed. 
In our own parish we’re very grateful to Fr Keith Frisby and Monsignor Brian Dazeley, 
both now retired, and to Fr Frank Carvill who helps with much supply when Father 
Simon is away.  Thank you for your generosity this Sunday!  



Sunday of the Word of God 
 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time – ‘Sunday of the Word of God’ – 26th January 2020 
 

By Papal Decree, the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time – this year January 26th – is to be 
observed as a special day devoted to the celebration, study and dissemination of the 
Word of God. 
 

This newly established “Sunday of the Word of God” is an invitation to Catholics 
across the world to deepen our appreciation, love and faithful witness to God and 
His Word.  Parishes have been invited by the Holy Father to respond with creative 
initiatives.  Two simple suggestions which the Holy Father makes are as follows: 
 

X To enthrone the Bible in some special way during the Sunday Mass, to 
emphasise the honour and sacred nature of the text. 

X To encourage parishioners to bring a copy of the Bible to be blessed during 
Mass on this special Sunday. 

 

During our Sunday Masses next week Father Simon will process the Lectionary into 
church at the start of Mass.  The Lectionary is the book which contains all the 
breadings used during Mass each day, and is taken exclusively form the bible.  
Although it’s not a bible, it’s simply the portions of the bible, those readings, which 
we hear Sunday by Sunday, arranged so that they’re easier for the readers (and the 
priest!) to find which portion is to be proclaimed on any given day.  Imagine, as a 
reader, coming to the lectern and finding simply a bible and a reference at the start 
of the reading: it might take some time to find the right place!  So the only difference 
between the Lectionary and a bible is the way in which the texts are presented. 
 

Looking at the second suggestion, how wonderful would it be if every family in our 
parish brought a bible to Mass next Sunday, for Father Simon to bless?  This would 
be a great opportunity for us to be reminded of the importance of having bibles in 
our homes, and reading them often, evern daily.  So, bring your bibles to Mass next 
Sunday for Father Simon to bless!  There’s no need to read loads and loads,; 
sometimes God speaks to us with just a few simple verses of the bible.  However 
sometimes a read of a longer portion of the bible, perhaps the part just before a 
Sunday reading, can really help to put things into perspective.  Don’t forget that not 
all bibles are the same!  Catholic bibles have 73 books (the Protestant reformers got 
rid of seven books at the time of the Reformation), so if your bible has only 66 books, 
you’re missing out. Maybe consider buying a new – Catholic – one …  



Parish Pastoral Council 
 

The PPC is a source of advice and counsel for the parish priest and a forum for debate 
amongst parishioners about the pastoral activities of our parish.  Over past years the 
PPC has been a valuable way in which the views of parishioners has been made 
known, and the parish owes a debt of gratitude to those who have served the parish 
by undertaking this role.  Since some members of the PPC have stood down at the 
end of the year there are now vacancies on this body, which should number 12 
members (half elected for three years by parishioners, and half nominated by the 
parish priest).  If you have some time and energy to give to our parish please consider 
whether you could join the PPC.  We will meet and look at areas such as the Year of 
the Word, evangelisation and ecumenical outreach, pilgrimages, prayer and worship, 
devotions, charitable activity – all those things that bring us personally closer to 
Christ, and bring Christ closer to other people.  Speak to Father Simon during 
January if you’re interested in being a member of the Parish Pastoral Council. 
 

Parish Meetings 
 

Meeting will be held during January with the parishioners who undertake some of 
the ministries in our parishes, so that Father Simon can better understand who does 
what.  Each meeting will be held in the presbytery meeting room, and please put the 
dates in your diary now.  If you can’t make a meeting, let Father Simon know: 

X Monday 20th January – 7.00pm – parish readers 
X Monday 27th January – 7.00pm – ExtraOrdinary Ministers of Holy Communion 

(please note the change of date to avoid a clash) 
X Thursday 30th January – 7.00pm – parish musicians 

(please note the change of date) 
 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for January 
 

Promotion of World Peace   We pray that Christians, followers of other religions, 
and all people of goodwill may promote peace and justice in the world. 
 
Look for an external place or interior space of silence, or at least rather less noise; 
become aware, as Saint Ignatius always suggested, of the gaze of the Trinity on you 
and in this world, and on this new year of 2020.  Prayer is God’s gift to us and, as 
Saint Paul noted, it’s God’s Holy Spirit who prays within us, if we’re open to that gift.  
Let God look at you now and let God’s Spirit pray within you.  



Prayers for … 
 

Please remember in your prayers especially: 
X Canon Gerry Breen, a priest of Birmingham diocese, and director of their 

Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage, who died just before Christmas, and whose 
Requiem Mass will be celebrated on Thursday 23rd January in Birmingham 
Cathedral.  May he rest in peace! 

X Monsignor Joe Phelan, a retired priest of our diocese, who died on Friday 
evening, 10th January: may he rest in peace! 

X Monsignor Anthony Stark, Master-Emeritus of the Guild of Our Lady of 
Ransom, who died on Wednesday 8th January: may he rest in peace! 

X Sister Mary Peter Silke, a sister of Providence in Rosmini House, 
Loughborough, who died on Wednesday 8th January: may she rest in peace! 

X Canon David Oakley, a priest of Birmingham diocese, and presently Rector of 
Oscott Seminary, who has been named by Pope Francis as the next Bishop of 
Northampton (our neighbouring diocese).  He will be ordained bisop by 
Cardinal Nichols on 19th March. 

 
200 Club Winners 

 

Congratulations to our November 200 Club Winners 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 
1st 61 Mrs Gamble 22 Eileen Thomas 129 Margaret Duffy 115 Kath Freeman 
2nd 136 Caroline Hedley 68 Caroline Stafford 56 Michael Joyce 103 Anna Davies 
3rd 51 Mary Joyce 154 Mrs J Hyde 71 Tom & Sue Reddy 114 Bernie Murtagh 
 

Congratulations to our November 200 Club Winners 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 
1st 16 Alison Freemantle 134 E Renshaw 19 Ros Johnson 88 Paul Wilkinson 
2nd 142 Martin Foulds 130 Pat Marriott 121 Julie Dalby 85 Fiona Martin 
3rd 25 Catriona Carr 126 Mrs Redfern 70 Ros Johnson 66 Simon Hall 
 

200 Club prizes for Caroline Hedley, Julia Bordogna and Dominic Stafford are waiting 
to be collected.  To collect these prizes, please speak to either Bryan Sills (6.00pm 
Mass), Paul Wilkinson (9.00am) Mass), or Nicky Gudgeon (10.45am Mass). 
 

Thank You for your Generosity 
 

Sunday 12th January: £157.87  



A reflection from ‘Marriage Matters’ 
 

We need ‘power from on high’ 
Were Jesus’ fears eased when he heard the Father was ‘well pleased’?  He was 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to begin his mission: to bring to the world the Good 
News of God’s compassion, mercy and forgiveness for our sins.  By daily dialogue 
about concerns and issues and by seeking ‘help from on high’, we can overcome our 
fears. 
 

Readings at Masses this week 
 

Monday  1 Samuel 15:16-23; Psalm 49(50):8-9.16-17.21.23; Mark 2:18-22 
Tuesday  1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 88(89):20-22.27-28; Mark 2:23-28 
Wednesday  1 Samuel 17:32-33.37.40-51; Psalm 143(144):1-2.9-10; Mark 3:1-6 
Thursday  1 Samuel 18:6-9. 19:1-7; Psalm 55(56):2-3.9-14; Mark 3:7-12 
Friday  1 Samuel 24:3-21; Psalm 56(57):2-4.6.11; Mark 3:13-19 
Saturday  Acts 9:1-22; Psalm 116(117);Mark 16:15-18 
 

Parish Ministries 
   
 This week Next week 

 Second Sunday Third Sunday 
Welcomers OLV 6pm Annabel Kingsbury Bernadette Murtagh 
 Marie Baldwin Eileen Thomas 
Welcomers OLV 9am Mike Gemson Alison Freemantle 
 Carol Tinker Pati Colman 
Welcomers StA 10.45am John Hodgkinson Bernadette Carter 
Readers OLV 6pm Cathy Smith Barrie Birch 
Readers OLV 9am Simon White Pati Colman 
Readers StA 10.45am Michael Wilkes Charlotte Parish 
Communion OLV 6pm  Cathy Smith 
  Madeleine Birch 
Communion OLV 9am Theresa Martin Mike Asker 
 Alison Freemantle Alison Freemantle 
Coffee OLV 9am Frank & Lesley McKenzie Catriona & Stephen Carr 
Cleaners OLV Moira Black Mary Joyce 
Counters Margaret Bell Marie Baldwin 
  



Masses and Services this week 
 

C = Saint Anthony’s church, Calverton; S = Our Lady of Victories’ church Southwell 
 

Saturday 18th January SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 
Second Collection for the Sick and Retired Priests of our Diocese 

 S 5.15pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, and Confessions 
 S 6.00pm Vigil Mass 
Sunday 19th January SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 
 S 9.00am Mass Sabina May Crosse RIP 
 C 10.45am Mass Patrick Hodgkinson RIP (birthday) 
 S 6.00pm Vespers (Evening Prayer of the Church) 
Monday 20th January Memorial of Blessed Cyprian Michael Tansi 
 S 9.30am Mass Margaret Herd 
 S 12.00 noon Ecumenical Service, The Minster 
Tuesday 21st January Memorial of Saint Agnes, virgin and martyr 
 C 9.00am Mass Kitty O’Loughlin RIP 
 S 12.00 noon Ecumenical Service, Riverside church 
Wednesday 22nd January Feria 
 S 7.30am Mass The Diocesan Education Service 
 S 12.00 noon Ecumenical Service, Methodist church 
Thursday 23rd January Feria 
 S 12.00 noon Ecumenical Service, Holy Trinity church 
 S 6.00pm Mass Canon Gerry Bren RIP 
Friday 24th January Memorial of Saint Francis de Sales, bishop 
 C 9.00am Mass Pauline and Charles Payne 
 S 12.00 noon Ecumenical Service, Baptist church 
Saturday 25th January Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul 
 C 9.00am Mass Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
    THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 
 S 5.15pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, and Confessions 
 S 6.00pm Vigil Mass John and Corah Lunch RIP 
Sunday 26th January THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 
 S 9.00am Mass John Lawlor Crosse RIP 
 C 10.45am Mass Paniz Soltani RIP (Iranian air crash victim) 
 S 6.00pm Vespers (Evening Prayer of the Church) 


