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26th April 2020 : Third Sunday of Easter  
 

 

This Sunday’s Gospel account, of the two companions (Mr and Mrs Cleopas, 
perhaps?) journeying away from Jerusalem towards Emmaus, on Easter Sunday, is a 
lovely parable for our own spiritual journey through life.  The two disciples begin the 
story dejected, and don’t recognise Jesus when he walks alongside them.  As Jesus 
speaks to them of the stories of the Old Testament their hearts begin to burn within 
them, but it is only at the breaking of bread that their eyes are opened and they 
recognise who Jesus really is.  They hurry back to Jerusalem where they discover that 
it’s all true – Jesus, whom they thought was dead, has been raised to life, and has 
appeared to the apostles. 
Throughout our lives we seem to have an ability to turn our backs on the Lord, and 
to journey away from the promised land, the eternal city, Jerusalem.  We fail to 
recognise how close Jesus truly is to us, and instead of listening to Jesus, we talk to 
each other, and try to find comfort in human things.  But every now and then, when 
we stop and listen, we can hear the words of God speaking to us through the 

scriptures, and our own hearts burn within us.  We are filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and when we come to Mass and 
glimpse the truth of the Eucharist, we recognise Jesus for 
who he really is – God, alive in our lives. 
In these challenging days when we can’t come to church as 
usual, when we don’t gather as a community for Mass, let 
us still find excitement in the words and actions of Jesus in 
the Gospel, that Jesus, who died, is now truly alive, and has 
taken away our sins.  Alleluia!  



Prayer during the Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

In these days when our churches must stay closed it’s a comfort to know that God is 
close to us and that he holds each of us in the palm of his hand.  We are encouraged 
to use the Holy Father’s prayer, to Our Lady, as we seek Divine protection: 
 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. 

At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. 
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. 

We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, 
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 
and bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, 

to the joy of the Resurrection.  Amen. 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test 
and deliver us from every danger, 

O glorious and blessed Virgin.  Amen. 
 

Access to a Priest or the Sacraments 
 

During these days when our Catholic churches throughout the country have to 
remain closed Mass is still celebrated every day for the intentions of all the 
parishioners of Southwell and Calverton, and for the specific intentions you have 
requested.  If you need to contact Father Simon, please get in touch. 

Justine, our parish secretary, is now working from home, but can be contacted 
through the parish email address, and is collecting the post regularly. 
 As requested by the Prime Minister on 23rd March, public religious celebrations 
are not taking place for the time being.  Funeral Services can still be held, at the 
cemetery or crematorium, and a Requiem Mass or Memorial Mass can be celebrated 
later, when it’s possible to gather again in church. 
 If you or someone you know wishes to be anointed with the Sacrament of the 
Sick please speak with Father Simon.  Likewise, if you or someone you know wishes 
to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) this can be arranged 
directly with Father Simon.  



Ways to continue to participate in the life of the Church 
 

The readings and prayers for Mass each day can be found here: 
• https://universalis.com/europe.england.nottingham/mass.htm 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from our Cathedral in Nottingham at the following times: 
• Sundays and Saturdays: 10am 
• Weekdays: 1pm 

The link to the televised Mass is here: 
• http://www.stbarnabascathedral.org.uk/01_Community/livestream.html 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from the National Shrine and Minor Basilica of Our Lady in 
Walsingham each day at 12 noon: 
• http://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream 

 

Sunday Mass, celebrated by Bishop Patrick, will be broadcast from his chapel at 
Bishop’s House each Sunday at 10am: 
• www.youtube.com/channel/UCaf7upUMsn3Kl8GD79FotjQ/featured?fbclid=I

wAR1JRpqkdO0rHZY98bsnSC_N9TKbvSKXv0L5bT4yVCcMTHaVmAwaW4g-rAk 
Bishop Patrick is also celebrating other liturgies.  Check the Bishop’s YouTube 
channel (using the link above) for each day’s schedule. 
 

The Rosary is prayed throughout the day from the Shrine of Our Lady at the Grotto 
in Lourdes: 
• https://www.lourdes-france.org/en/tv-lourdes 

 

Resources for children and young people can be found via the Nottingham Diocesan 
Catholic Youth Service’s (NDCYS) website, where Father Simon will be a guest on 
‘Friday Night Live’ this week, on Friday at 6.00pm: 
• https://ndcys.com 

 

There are also ideas for children’s liturgy on Cafod’s website: 
• https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

 

In these days let us stay safe and well, with our eyes fixed on the Lord.  As our 
churches have to remain closed, let us open our hearts even wider.  As the Psalms 
say ‘Grow higher ancient doors and let the King of Glory enter.’  These are the doors 
of our hearts.  God knows well how to fill our lives.  We must open our hearts in 
prayer and silent welcome.  



Prayer for the Year of the Word 
 

Living God, you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures.  Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears and shows us how to live for one 
another.  Send us the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds so that we may be 
your witnesses throughout the world.  Amen. 
 

V. Your word is our path and your truth is our light.  R. This day and every day. 
 

Our Lady of the Annunciation : Pray for us. 
Saint Matthew : Pray for us.   Saint Jerome : Pray for us. 

 

Readings at Masses this week 
 

Sunday Acts 2:14.22-33; Psalm 15(16):1-2.5.7-11; 1 Peter 1:17-21; 
  Luke 24:13-35 
Monday  Acts 6:8-15; Psalm 118(119):23-24.26-27.29-30; John 6:22-29 
Tuesday  Acts 7:51-8:1; Psalm 30(31):3-4.6.8.17.21; John 6:30-35 
Wednesday 1 John 1:5-2:2; Psalm 102(103):1-4.8-9.13-14.17-18; 
   Matthew 11:25-30 
Thursday Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 65(66):8-9.16-17.20; John 6:44-51 
Friday Acts 9:1-20; Psalm 116(117); John 6:52-59 
Saturday Acts 9:31-42; Psalm 115(116):12-17; John 6:60-69 
 

Prayer for Priestly and Religious Vocations 
 

Next Sunday we pray especially for Vocations within the Church, and in preparation 
we are invited to pray this prayer for vocations, especially to the priestly life: 
 

Almighty God, we pray, give us holy priests to strengthen us in our Christian calling, 
that we may be more closely conformed to Christ and share more effectively in his 
saving work.  Through their ministry at the altar, and by their administration of the 
sacraments, may our lives be sanctified and become more closely associated with 
the redemptive sacrifice of Christ.  As they preach the Gospel and teach the faith 
may we be inspired to dedicate ourselves to the work of evangelisation.  As they 
serve our parishes may we be led into deeper communion of faith, hope and charity.  
O God, bless our diocese also with men and women who will serve the mission of 
the Church by taking religious vows, inspiring us with lives consecrated to you. 

Mary Immaculate – pray for us 
Saint Hugh of Lincoln – pray for us   The saints of our diocese – pray for us.  



From Cardinal Vincent Nichols 
 
 
Well, this lockdown has to go on and we 
have to be persistent and resilient and keep 
up the effort that we’re making in order to 
protect each other – protect other people.  
But there’s a big thank you I want to give to 
all those who are caring for others.  It’s 
especially true in our care homes, in our 
hospitals, but it’s true in every place where 
somebody is genuinely caring for another 
person. 

And in these circumstances, it’s stressful, but it’s deeply appreciated.  And we 
can see on a Thursday evening how much that caring work, especially in the NHS and 
in care homes, is appreciated. 

Now, what we want to do, is add to that public applause, the practice of public 
prayer.  So every Thursday at 7 o’clock, a bishop will celebrate Mass in one of the 
cathedrals for the care workers – 7 o’clock every Thursday.  We will begin here in 
Westminster Cathedral.  And on Thursday (23rd April), I will celebrate Mass at 7 
o’clock – so please do join in, if you can, on the live streaming.  Follow where the 
Mass takes place on each different Thursday.  And even more importantly, use that 
time before 8 o’clock on a Thursday to offer your prayers of thanksgiving for these 
generous, courageous people, for their support – their encouragement – that God 
will sustain them in this great work that they’re doing.  We applaud, but we pray and 
we pray fervently for them.  May God bless them all. 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/our-work/health-social-care/coronavirus-
guidelines/masses-for-the-sick-and-their-families-nhs-front-line-workers-and-

those-working-in-social-care/ 
 

A reflection from ‘Marriage Matters’ 
 

How well do we listen to each other? 
As Jesus walked to Emmaus, he listened carefully to His disciples and experienced 
their grief.  An important part of our relationship is listening.  We may disagree with 
our partner’s thoughts and judgments but they are part of who this person is.  We 
need to experience him or her and convey the joy of discovering the person he or 
she is.  



The Pope’s Easter Message : Urbi et Orbi 
 

Every year The Holy Father addresses a message ‘To the City and to the World’ (Urbi 
et Orbi), referring to his twin roles as Bishop of Rome and Pope of the Universal 
Church.  This year’s message, given on Easter Day from the central loggia (balcony) 
of Saint Peter’s Basilica, is given (slightly belatedly) below: 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, Happy Easter! 
Today the Church’s proclamation echoes throughout the world: “Jesus Christ 

is risen!” – “He is truly risen!”. 
Like a new flame this Good News springs up in the night: the night of a world 

already faced with epochal challenges and now oppressed by a pandemic severely 
testing our whole human family.  In this night, the Church’s voice rings out: “Christ, 
my hope, has arisen!” (Easter Sequence). 

This is a different “contagion”, a message transmitted from heart to heart – for 
every human heart awaits this Good News.  It is the contagion of hope: “Christ, my 
hope, is risen!”.  This is no magic formula that makes problems vanish.  No, the 
resurrection of Christ is not that.  Instead, it is the victory of love over the root of 
evil, a victory that does not “by-pass” suffering and death, but passes through them, 
opening a path in the abyss, transforming evil into good: this is the unique hallmark 
of the power of God. 

The Risen Lord is also the Crucified One, not someone else.  In his glorious body 
he bears indelible wounds: wounds that have become windows of hope.  Let us turn 
our gaze to him that he may heal the wounds of an afflicted humanity. 

Today my thoughts turn in the first place to the many who have been directly 
affected by the coronavirus: the sick, those who have died and family members who 
mourn the loss of their loved ones, to whom, in some cases, they were unable even 
to bid a final farewell.  May the Lord of life welcome the departed into his kingdom 
and grant comfort and hope to those still suffering, especially the elderly and those 
who are alone.  May he never withdraw his consolation and help from those who are 
especially vulnerable, such as persons who work in nursing homes, or live in barracks 
and prisons.  For many, this is an Easter of solitude lived amid the sorrow and 
hardship that the pandemic is causing, from physical suffering to economic 
difficulties. 
This disease has not only deprived us of human closeness, but also of the possibility 
of receiving in person the consolation that flows from the sacraments, particularly 
the Eucharist and Reconciliation.  In many countries, it has not been possible to 
approach them, but the Lord has not left us alone!  United in our prayer, we are 
convinced that he has laid his hand upon us (cf. Psalm 138:5), firmly reassuring us: Do 



not be afraid, “I have risen and I am with you still!” (cf. Roman 
Missal, Entrance Antiphon, Mass of Easter Sunday).  

May Jesus, our Passover, grant strength and hope to 
doctors and nurses, who everywhere offer a witness of care 
and love for our neighbours, to the point of exhaustion and 
not infrequently at the expense of their own health.  Our 
gratitude and affection go to them, to all who work diligently 
to guarantee the essential services necessary for civil 
society, and to the law enforcement and military personnel 
who in many countries have helped ease people’s difficulties and sufferings. 

In these weeks, the lives of millions of people have suddenly changed.  For 
many, remaining at home has been an opportunity to reflect, to withdraw from the 
frenetic pace of life, stay with loved ones and enjoy their company.  For many, 
though, this is also a time of worry about an uncertain future, about jobs that are at 
risk and about other consequences of the current crisis.  I encourage political leaders 
to work actively for the common good, to provide the means and resources needed 
to enable everyone to lead a dignified life and, when circumstances allow, to assist 
them in resuming their normal daily activities. 

This is not a time for indifference, because the whole world is suffering and 
needs to be united in facing the pandemic.  May the risen Jesus grant hope to all the 
poor, to those living on the peripheries, to refugees and the homeless.  May these, 
the most vulnerable of our brothers and sisters living in the cities and peripheries of 
every part of the world, not be abandoned.  Let us ensure that they do not lack basic 
necessities (all the more difficult to find now that many businesses are closed) such 
as medicine and especially the possibility of adequate health care.  In light of the 
present circumstances, may international sanctions be relaxed, since these make it 
difficult for countries on which they have been imposed to provide adequate support 
to their citizens, and may all nations be put in a position to meet the greatest needs 
of the moment through the reduction, if not the forgiveness, of the debt burdening 
the balance sheets of the poorest nations. 

This is not a time for self-centredness, because the challenge we are facing is 
shared by all, without distinguishing between persons.  Among the many areas of 
the world affected by the coronavirus, I think in a special way of Europe.  After the 
Second World War, this continent was able to rise again, thanks to a concrete spirit 
of solidarity that enabled it to overcome the rivalries of the past.  It is more urgent 
than ever, especially in the present circumstances, that these rivalries do not regain 
force, but that all recognize themselves as part of a single family and support one 
another.  The European Union is presently facing an epochal challenge, on which will 



depend not only its future but that of the whole world.  Let us not lose the 
opportunity to give further proof of solidarity, also by turning to innovative solutions.  
The only alternative is the selfishness of particular interests and the temptation of a 
return to the past, at the risk of severely damaging the peaceful coexistence and 
development of future generations. 

This is not a time for division.  May Christ our peace enlighten all who have 
responsibility in conflicts, that they may have the courage to support the appeal for 
an immediate global ceasefire in all corners of the world.  This is not a time for 
continuing to manufacture and deal in arms, spending vast amounts of money that 
ought to be used to care for others and save lives.  Rather, may this be a time for 
finally ending the long war that has caused such great bloodshed in beloved Syria, 
the conflict in Yemen and the hostilities in Iraq and in Lebanon.  May this be the time 
when Israelis and Palestinians resume dialogue in order to find a stable and lasting 
solution that will allow both to live in peace.  May the sufferings of the people who 
live in the eastern regions of Ukraine come to an end.  May the terrorist attacks 
carried out against so many innocent people in different African countries come to 
an end. 

This is not a time for forgetfulness.  The crisis we are facing should not make 
us forget the many other crises that bring suffering to so many people.  May the Lord 
of life be close to all those in Asia and Africa who are experiencing grave 
humanitarian crises, as in the Province of Cabo Delgado in the north of Mozambique.  
May he warm the hearts of the many refugees displaced because of wars, drought 
and famine.  May he grant protection to migrants and refugees, many of them 
children, who are living in unbearable conditions, especially in Libya and on the 
border between Greece and Turkey.  And I do not want to forget the island of Lesvos. 
In Venezuela, may he enable concrete and immediate solutions to be reached that 
can permit international assistance to a population suffering from the grave political, 
socio-economic and health situation. 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, 
Indifference, self-centredness, division and forgetfulness are not words we 

want to hear at this time.   We want to ban these words for ever! They seem to 
prevail when fear and death overwhelm us, that is, when we do not let the Lord Jesus 
triumph in our hearts and lives.  May Christ, who has already defeated death and 
opened for us the way to eternal salvation, dispel the darkness of our suffering 
humanity and lead us into the light of his glorious day, a day that knows no end. 

With these thoughts, I would like to wish all of you a happy Easter. 
 

Francis  



Some practical points 
 

Although Masses won’t be celebrated publicly for the foreseeable future, if you wish 
to have a Mass offered for a particular intention simply put a Mass envelope with 
the details through the presbytery letterbox, or email Father Simon directly.  The 
daily Mass intentions will continue to be published in the newsletter. 
 

Since there are no Sunday collections it’s greatly appreciated when parishioners are 
able to give their offerings via standing order.  Sincere thanks to those parishioners 
who have set-up new standing orders.  If you’ve not set one up yet, but are able to 
do so, the details your bank will need are: 
• Account name: Our Lady of Victories Southwell RCP 
• Sort Code: 30-67-76 
• Account number: 45368360 

Many thanks to all our parishioners for your continuing generosity! 
 

Newsletter via email 
 

If you’d like to receive the parish newsletter by email simply email Justine (the parish 
secretary, at olv.rcchurch@gmail.com, asking to be added to the list.  In these 
coming days when it isn’t possible for parishioners to get to Mass it would be very 
helpful to have parishioners’ written consent (via email is fine) to send out the 
newsletter, and possibly other urgent messages, via email. 
 

Job Opportunity in the Diocese 
 

The Diocese of Nottingham seeks to appoint a Director of Adult Formation for 
Mission to work with Bishop Patrick and the parishes of the diocese to lead the 
creation and delivery of opportunities for adult formation, promoting the Diocesan 
Vision and Mission, the three themes of Encounter, Discipleship and Missionary 
Discipleship, and helping our people to grow in confidence as practical, engaging, 
Spirit-filled witnesses of Jesus Christ in their everyday lives. 
This position would suit a committed Catholic, qualified in theology, catechetics, 
evangelisation or pastoral ministry, experienced in leading catechesis and 
evangelisation and with a passion for the mission of the Church. 
The salary is £45k - £50k, dependant on qualifications and experience.  For more 
information and an application pack please email office@dioceseofnottingham.uk  
The closing date is Monday 25th May.  



Prayers for … 
 

Please remember in your prayers especially: 
X All those affected by the coronavirus outbreak – those infected, those caring for 

them, those who have died, and those who mourn 
X Father Stephan Foster, former parish priest of Saint Mary, South Wigston, 

Leicester, who died on Easter Day, 12th April, and whose Funeral Service will be 
celebrated on Monday 27th April.  May he rest in peace. 

X Father Joe McGovern, a retired priest of our diocese, who died on Easter Monday, 
13th April, aged 91, and whose Funeral Service will be celebrated on Friday 1st May.  
May he rest in peace! 

X Simon John Crossse (son of John Lawlor Crosse) who died around Good Friday, 
10th April, aged 68.  May he rest in peace! 

X Clergy of our diocese who are sick at this time: Monsignor Jonathan Moore, 
Fathers John Cairns, Tony Colebrook, Hugh Doherty, James Hannigan, Peter 
Harvey, Slawomir Hermanowicz, Chris Hogan, Michael Horrax, Jim Lynch, Frank 
McLaughlin, Robert Rutledge, Michael Tutcher; Deacons Stephen Doona, and Bill 
Hutchinson. 

 
Thank You to our parishioners 

 

Over the past few weeks some letters of thanks have been received in the parish 
office.  Although it’s not possible to put the letters on display on the parish 
noticeboards, extracts are given below: 

20th March 
Dear Father Gillespie, 
Thank you and your parishioners, for your recent, very kind donation of £239.05 to 
support the work of Columban Missionaries around the world.  Your kind and 
generous gift is currently helping to fund Columban ministries supporting 
marginalised communities in the Philippines, Peru and in China.  Columban 
missionaries believe that God is at the centre of all our lives, regardless of nationality, 
culture or status, and that our common language is prayer. 
Yours gratefully, 
Father Peter Hughes SSC, Columban Director in Britain 
 

28th March 
Dear Father Simon 
Thank you to you and your parishioners for your kind donation of £23.60 which we 



received recently.  This will enable us to continue to support those who need it most 
in the West Bank, Gaza, Israel and Jordan.  Please remember the word of Friends of 
the Holy Land and those we support in your prayers. 
Yours sincerely, 
Ruth Blunt, Office Manager, Friends of the Holy Land 
 

2nd April 
Dear Father Gillespie, 
On behalf of the Newark Emmaus Trust I would like to thank you and your 
parishioners for your kind donation of £592.65.  This will support the vital work we 
do for homeless young people. 
Kind regards 
Jeremy Blatherwick, Treasurer, and Nikki Burley, Chief Executive Officer 
 

20th April 
Hello Justine 
I would like to express my heartfelt thanks at the outpouring of sympathy and 
prayers on the occasion of John’s death on 7th March.  Although he had not been 
much in evidence at Mass in the recent year we paid a weekly visit to church, though 
he missed his coffee and biscuits.  You are all in my prayers and I look forward to 
when we can meet up again at Our Lady of Victories.  Thank you again. 
Kathleen Bell 

21st April 
Dear Father Simon and Parishioners, 
I would like to say thank you very much for your generous donation of £100 that 
Intercare received on 1st April.  We are grateful that you wanted to support our Lent 
Appeal 2020, and your gift will enable us to 
carry on supporting lives in Africa.  Recently, 
we have been supporting the local 
community in the UK with Personal 
Protective Equipment.  We wanted to help 
care homes in Leicestershire as we are 
currently unable to send medical aid to 
Africa due to the Coronavirus Crisis. 
On behalf of us all here at Inter Care, thank 
you for your continuous support. 
Claudia Coxon, 
Community and Events Fundraiser  



Masses and Services this week 
 

During these days, although parishioners aren’t able to attend Mass, 
Father Simon will continue to celebrate Mass each day 

for your requested intentions. 
 

Saturday 25th April Feast of Saint Mark, apostle and evangelist 
  Mass  Barbara Pearson and Tom Sills RIP 
Sunday 26th April  THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
  Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
Monday 27th April  Easter Feria 
  Mass  Father Stephan Foster RIP 
Tuesday 28th April  Easter Feria 
  Mass  Anne Marie Mooney RIP 
Wednesday 29th April Feast of Saint Catherine of Siena, 
     Virgin, Doctor of the Church, Patron of Europe 
  Mass  Tricia O’Hare 
Thursday 30th April Easter Feria 
  Mass  Andrew Baldwin RIP 
Friday 1st May  Memorial of Saint Joseph the Worker 
  Mass  Father Joe McGovern RIP 
Saturday 2nd May  Memorial of Saint Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor 
  Mass  Mary Back RIP 
Sunday 3rd May  FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
  Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions 
 

For April 
Freedom from Addiction 

We pray that those suffering from addiction may be helped and accompanied. 
 

For May 
For Deacons 

We pray that deacons, faithful in their service to the Word and the poor, may be an 
invigorating symbol for the entire Church. 


