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5th July 2020 : Fourteenth Sunday of the Year 
 

 

On Friday we celebrated the feastday of Saint Thomas, known to history for his 
doubts!  Each one of us doubts the realities of our faith from time to time.  In the 
midst of this coronavirus pandemic we might all have our doubts and fears: about 
our health and our family, about what the future holds for me, about where God is in 
all of this.  This reflection is from Saint Gregory the Great, and reassures us who have 
not seen Jesus face-to-face, that our faith is all the stronger for that! 
 

Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came.  
He was the only disciple absent; on his return he heard what had happened but 
refused to believe it.  The Lord came a second time; he offered his side for the 
disbelieving disciple to touch, held out his hands, and showing the scars of his 
wounds, healed the wound of his disbelief. 

Dearly beloved, what do you see in these 
events?  Do you really believe that it was by 
chance that this chosen disciple was absent, then 
came and heard, heard and doubted, doubted 
and touched, touched and believed?  It was not 
by chance but in God’s providence. In a 
marvellous way God’s mercy arranged that the 
disbelieving disciple, in touching the wounds of 
his master’s body, should heal our wounds of 
disbelief.  The disbelief of Thomas has done 
more for our faith than the faith of the other 



disciples.  As he touches Christ and is won over to belief, every doubt is cast aside 
and our faith is strengthened.  So the disciple who doubted, then felt Christ’s 
wounds, becomes a witness to the reality of the resurrection. 

Touching Christ, he cried out: My Lord and my God.  Jesus said to him: Because 
you have seen me, Thomas, you have believed.  Paul said: Faith is the guarantee of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things unseen.  It is clear, then, that faith is the 
proof of what can not be seen.  What is seen gives knowledge, not faith.  When 
Thomas saw and touched, why was he told: You have believed because you have 
seen me?  Because what he saw and what he believed were different things.  God 
cannot be seen by mortal man.  Thomas saw a human being, whom he acknowledged 
to be God, and said: My Lord and my God. Seeing, he believed; looking at one who 
was true man, he cried out that this was God, the God he could not see. 

What follows is reason for great joy: Blessed are those who have not seen and 
have believed.  There is here a particular reference to ourselves; we hold in our 
hearts one we have not seen in the flesh.  We are included in these words, but only 
if we follow up our faith with good works.  The true believer practises what he 
believes.  But of those who pay only lip service to faith, Paul has this to say: They 
profess to know God, but they deny him in their works.  Therefore James says: Faith 
without works is dead. 
 

Access to a Priest or the Sacraments 
 

Although our two churches remain closed at the present time Mass is still celebrated 
every day for the intentions of all the parishioners of Southwell and Calverton, and 
for the specific intentions you have requested.  If you need to contact Father Simon, 
please get in touch. 
 Funeral Services can still be held, at the cemetery or crematorium, and a 
Requiem Mass or Memorial Mass can be celebrated later, when it’s possible to 
gather again in church.  If you or someone you know wishes to be anointed with the 
Sacrament of the Sick please speak with Father Simon.  Likewise, if you or someone 
you know wishes to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) this can 
be arranged directly with Father Simon. 
 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for July 
 

Our Families 
We pray that today's families may be accompanied with love, respect and guidance.  



Ways to continue to participate in the life of the Church 
 

The readings and prayers for Mass each day can be found here: 
• https://universalis.com/europe.england.nottingham/mass.htm 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from our Cathedral in Nottingham at the following times: 
• Sundays and Saturdays: 10am 
• Weekdays: 1pm 

The link to the televised Mass is here: 
• http://www.stbarnabascathedral.org.uk/01_Community/livestream.html 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from the National Shrine and Minor Basilica of Our Lady in 
Walsingham each day at 12 noon: 
• http://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream 

 

Sunday Mass, celebrated by Bishop Patrick, will be broadcast from his chapel at 
Bishop’s House each Sunday at 10am: 
• www.youtube.com/channel/UCaf7upUMsn3Kl8GD79FotjQ/featured?fbclid=I

wAR1JRpqkdO0rHZY98bsnSC_N9TKbvSKXv0L5bT4yVCcMTHaVmAwaW4g-rAk 
Bishop Patrick is also celebrating other liturgies.  Check the Bishop’s YouTube 
channel (using the link above) for each day’s schedule. 
 

The Rosary is prayed throughout the day from the Shrine of Our Lady at the Grotto 
in Lourdes: 
• https://www.lourdes-france.org/en/tv-lourdes 

 

Resources for children and young people can be found via the Nottingham Diocesan 
Catholic Youth Service’s (NDCYS) website, with particular shows on Monday 
mornings at 9.30am and Friday evenings at 6.00pm: 
• https://ndcys.com 

 

There are also ideas for children’s liturgy on Cafod’s website: 
• https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

 

In these days let us stay safe and well, with our eyes fixed on the Lord.  As our 
churches are closed, let us open our hearts even wider.  As the Psalms say ‘Grow 
higher ancient doors and let the King of Glory enter.’  These are the doors of our 
hearts.  God knows well how to fill our lives.  We must open our hearts in prayer and 
silent welcome.  



Reopening of Catholic churches in England – Update 1st July 
 

Over the last few weeks the Government has relaxed the regulations surrounding 
places of worship, and now our churches are able to open for private prayer and for 
Mass too.  Our churches in Southwell and Calverton, being part of the Diocese of 
Nottingham, are subject to the decisions of Bishop Patrick, who has updated the 
regulations for our diocese, a precis of which is .given below. 
 

For the opening of the church building: 
X a risk assessment in place, confirmed by the Bishop; 
X the church building has been thoroughly checked for any physical damage, taps 

run, etc, and thoroughly cleaned and disinfected before opening; 
X a limit on the numbers entering the church, in the case of our churches this is 

likely to be 15 people in Southwell and 16 people in Calverton; 
X a designated one-way system, with (ideally) two separate doors, and windows 

to be open as far as possible; 
X information signs must be installed, and 2 metre markers placed on the floor; 
X social distancing, both when seated and whilst moving inside the church, with 

other pews and seats either removed or blocked.  This can be 2 metres, or 1 
meter plus if other mitigation is in place, which in our churches would be the 
mandatory wearing of face masks.  The diocesan recommendation is that a 2 
metre social distance is maintained in all cases; 

X hand-sanitising materials at the door to be used by each person entering; 
X a minimum of two stewards present at all times, in protective clothing, and with 

disinfectant to clean the areas used by those who visit the church; 
X the church has to be thoroughly cleaned after every session that it is open; 
X holy water fonts will have to remain empty, and all literature, prayer books, 

leaflets etc should be removed; 
X toilets are to remain closed. 

 

With regard to the celebration of Mass: 
X the church must already have the Bishop’s permission to be open (ie all the 

above criteria have been fulfilled); 
X those who wish to attend the Mass must have pre-registered; 
X the stewards should be in place at least half an hour before Mass is due to begin; 
X ideally the priest should prepare all the requisites before Mass; 
X any service sheets should be single use, and removed by each individual after 

Mass, with any remaining removed by the priest; 



X congregational singing is suspended; 
X it’s possible for the priest to celebrate with a minimal involvement of other 

minsters (altar servers; readers, Extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion) to 
help maintain social distancing and avoid multiple contact of areas such as the 
lectern; 

X the procession into and out of the church should be short, avoiding any close 
proximity with members of the congregation; 

X the homily should be brief and the intercessions omitted; 
X the presentation of the offerings is omitted, and likewise the collection (with a 

basket at the church door for donations to be given); 
X the sign of peace is omitted; 
X Holy Communion may be distributed either at the usual time, or immediately 

after Mass has finished (although it’s unclear whether our parish would be able 
to use this method of distributing Holy Communion since the diocesan 
guidelines mandate the assistance of a deacon).  In either case, the acclamation 
of the true presence of Christ (“The Body of Christ: Amen.”  “The Blood of Christ: 
Amen.”) takes place as the priest receives Holy Communion, so that the faithful, 
when they come forward, receive in silence.  A barrier (such as a prie-Dieu) 
should be placed between the faithful and the priest, to maintain a social 
distance, and the faithful receive on their hand, arms at ‘full stretch’; 

X after Mass the priest should only greet the people once he has removed his 
vestments (which may need to be washed immediately), and at a safe distance, 
and without encouraging parishioners to linger; 

X the altar linens used, etc, should be washed, along with the vessels used; 
X the church should be closed after Mass, cleaned by the stewards (as above), and 

the priest should ensure no service sheets, etc, remain. 
 

With regard to those volunteering to be stewards: 
X potential stewards should already be formal volunteers in the parish (or in a 

neighbouring parish) in whatever role, and known to the relevant parish priest; 
X it is advised that one volunteer present at each session at least should have 

undertaken some safeguarding training (although this does not have to have 
been through the Church); 

X anyone not currently volunteering in a formal capacity with the parish can apply 
but an application will need to be made to the diocese under the Safer 
Recruitment Process and references taken up; 

X those who are aged under 18, or who are shielding, or living with someone who 



is shielding, would not be suitable to steward; 
X as a general rule stewards should not be drawn from the 70 or over age group, 

or from the clinically vulnerable category; under no circumstances can the 
stewards be in the shielding or extremely clinically vulnerable categories, or be 
living with someone in either of these categories. 

 

There is also the potential for Mass to be celebrated outdoors, within the grounds of 
a church, if there’s sufficient space for social distancing, and following all of the 
relevant guidelines above.  Other criteria include: 
X four stewards as a minimum would be needed; 
X separate spaces are needed for car parking and for the celebration of Mass; 
X the outdoor space should be marked out in 2 metre areas; 
X the extent of the area should be designated, and hand sanitiser provided at the 

entrance to the area. 
 

Clearly from the above protocols there’s also a need for people to assist with 
preparing the risk assessments, preparing the churches before each is opened for 
the first time (moving chairs and pews, thoroughly cleaning and disinfecting, etc), 
preparing the single-use orders of service, as well as stewarding for the time the 
church is open, whether for private prayer or for Mass. 
 

Further to the information in the newsletter over the past three Sundays a total of 
thirteen parishioners and friends have responded.  Their thoughts are: 
X the time is not right to encourage parishioners to come to church or to Mass 

because of the continuing dangers of the coronavirus; 
X a suitable band of volunteers is needed; 
X the 2 metre distancing should be maintained, and all of the Bishop’s guidelines 

should be followed, especially regarding strict hygiene controls; 
X a midweek Mass might be more practical than a Sunday Mass; 
X many of the current volunteers are over 70, and so not able easily to volunteer 

to be stewards 
X it is important to open out churches as people need contact with their faith. 

To date there has been one offer of help to prepare the church in Southwell for 
reopening, one offer of help stewarding in church in Southwell, and two offers of 
help stewarding in church in Calverton. 
 

At present simply opening the church is not possible and it will depend on whether, 
as a community, we are able to meet these requirements (for both churches: it 



would be good to open both, rather than disadvantaging one portion or other of the 
parish) and have the resources in place before diocesan permission can be sought 
 

Based on the requirements of Bishop Patrick, and on the responses received from 
parishioners to date as given above, Father Simon has determined that our parish 
is not yet in a position to open either of our churches, either for private prayer or 
for the celebration of Mass. 
 

Thank you to those parishioners who have contacted Father Simon with their 
thoughts.  If, as a parish, we wish to open our churches again there is a need for 
more parishioners who might be willing to volunteer in whatever capacity.  If 
you’ve not yet contacted Father Simon, and have thoughts or ideas, please do so. 
 

Catholic churches now open in our Diocese for private prayer 
 

X Saint Barnabas Cathedral, Nottingham: weekdays, 10.00 - 12.00; weekends, 
11.00 - 12.00 

X The Good Shepherd, Woodthorpe: Sunday, 9.00 - 13.00; Saturday, 9.00 - 13.00 
and 15.00 - 19.00; weekdays, 10.00 - 13.00 and 16.00 - 19.00 

X Our Lady and Saint Joseph, Matlock: Tuesday, 11.00 - 12.30; Wednesday, 11.00 
- 12.30; Friday, 18.00 - 20.00 

X Saint Mary, Derby: daily, 11.00 - 13.00 
X Sacred Heart, Leicester: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10.00 - 12.00; Wednesdays 

and Fridays, 17.00 - 19.00 
X Holy Cross, Leicester: Tuesday to Sunday, 14.00 - 17.00 
X Saint Hugh, Lincoln: Saturdays, 9.00 - 12.00 
X Our Lady and Saint Thomas of Hereford, Ilkeston: weekdays, 12.00 - 14.00; 

weekends, 9.00 - 10.00 (subject to changes) 
X Saint Peter and Saint Paul, Swadlincote: Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays, 

11.00 - 13.00 
X Saint Paul, Lenton: daily 11.00 - 13.00 
X The Annunciation, New Mills: Wednesdays, 16.00 - 18.00; Fridays, 11.00 - 13.00 
X Saint Anne, Buxton: Wednesdays, 18.00 - 19.00; Fridays, 11.00 - 12.00; 

Saturdays, 11.00 - 12.00 
X Saint Augustine, Barton-upon-Humber: Mondays, 12.00 - 13.00; Thursdays, 

19.00 - 20.00; Saturdays, 10.00 -11.00 
X Saint Patrick, Leicester: Sundays, 10.00 - 12.00; Tuesdays and Thursdays, 17.00 

- 19.00  



Prayer during the Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

In these days when our churches are not open it’s a comfort to know that God is close 
to us and that he holds each of us in the palm of his hand.  We are encouraged to use 
the Holy Father’s prayer, to Our Lady, as we seek Divine protection: 
 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. 

At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. 
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. 

We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, 
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 
and bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, 

to the joy of the Resurrection.  Amen. 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test 
and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.  Amen. 

 
A Prayer to my Guardian Angel when I can’t get to Mass 

 

Dear Guardian Angel, 
go for me to the church, there kneel down at Mass for me. 
At the Offertory, take me to God, and offer him my service: 

what I am, what I have, offer as my gift. 
At the Consecration, with your seraphic strength, 

adore my Saviour truly present, 
praying for those who have loved me, for those who have offended me, 
and for those now deceased, that the blood of Jesus may purify them all. 

During Holy Communion, bring to me the Body and Blood of Jesus 
uniting him with me in spirit, so that my heart may become his dwelling place. 

Plead with him, that through his sacrifice 
all people throughout the world may be saved. 

When the Mass ends, 
bring home to me and to every home, the Lord's blessing. 

Amen.  



A Spiritual Communion 
 

Spiritual Communion is the heartfelt desire to receive Our Lord, even when we are 
unable because of the distance or for some other reason, such as in the present 
circumstances.  If you are at home and live-streaming the Mass, or praying the texts 
of the Mass, when it comes to the time for receiving Holy Communion pray instead 
the prayer below: 
 

From Saint Alphonsus Liguori:  My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament.  I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my 
soul.  Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart.  I embrace you as being already there and unite myself 
wholly to you.  Never permit me to be separated from you.  Amen. 
 
 

Prayer for the Year of the Word 
 

Living God, 
you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
listens to our hopes and fears and shows us how to live for one another. 

Send us the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds 
so that we may be your witnesses throughout the world. 

Amen. 
 

V. Your word is our path and your truth is our light. 
R. This day and every day. 

 

Our Lady of the Annunciation : Pray for us. 
Saint Matthew : Pray for us. 
Saint Jerome : Pray for us. 

 

In the midst of all the changes necessitated by the coronavirus pandemic it’s possible 
that our celebration of the Year of the Word might have become a little lost an 
forgotten.  In a time when we can’t physically get to Mass the use of sacred scripture, 
spending time with God through reading our bibles and meditation on what we find 
there, is more important than ever.  Starting this Sunday there is a series of 
suggestions of different readings in the bible which might be suitable for different 
times in our lives.  Perhaps too consider reading the daily Mass readings day by day, 
which are listed each week on the back page of this newsletter.  



The Year of the Word – Scripture Suggestions 
 

Sometimes the bible can seem like a daunting book to open and 
read, even though we hear it read to us every time we come to 
Mass.  Even familiar prayers, like the Our Father, come from the 
pages of the bible.  As a gentle way into reading the bible, 
encouraged of all of us in this Year of the Word, below are some 
scripture texts from the Old Testament which are especially 

relevant during these pandemic days.  You could read them on your own, or pause 
and pray afterwards, or perhaps read one gradually during the course of the day.  
You could even ask a few friends or family members to read the same piece of 
scripture, and then share your thoughts about the way God speaks to you! 
 

X Moses and the Burning Bush Exodus 3: 1-17 
X Moses and the 10 Plagues Exodus 7:14-12:36 
X Elijah in the cave at Mount Horeb 1 Kings 19: 9-16 
X Tobit the Exile and Archangel Raphael’s revelation Tobit 
X Out of the depths I cry to you O Lord Psalm 130 
X The Four Servant Songs Isaiah 42:1-9; 49:1-13; 50:4-11; 52:13-53 
X Jeremiah buys a field. Jeremiah 32 
X Ezekiel cast into the cistern and God saves him later Ezekiel 38-39 

 
Did you know … 

 

Catholic homilies are the shortest sermons in the USA, according to a computerised 
survey.  The average homily in a Catholic church lasts only 14 minutes, compared to 
39 minutes for a sermon in an Evangelical Church and 54 minutes for those in 
traditionally Black Protestant Churches.  Nearly 50,000 online sermons were 
analysed by the Pew Research Center.  All were delivered in a total of 6,431 churches 
between April 7 and June 1, 2019. 

The Center found that the words ‘homily’, ‘Eucharist’ and ‘diocese’ occurred 
most frequently in Catholic sermons, while ‘Alleluia!’ is most often heard in Black 
Protestant Churches.  Another finding was that Catholic and mainstream Protestant 
Churches tend to focus on the New Testament in sermons rather than the Old. 

Even though Catholic homilies last only 14 minutes, this is longer than the 10 
minute sermon recommended by Pope Francis: ‘The one who gives the homily has 
to remember he isn’t doing something of his own.  He’s preaching, he’s giving a voice 
to Jesus, he’s preaching the Word of Jesus.  It has to be well-prepared and brief.’  



Diocesan Magazine : The Time is Now 
 

For all the stress and loss which the pandemic has brought, have you noticed the 
sense of a turning point?  The gospel writers talk of kairos, God’s moment of grace 
and opportunity.  Actually it’s always there: it just takes times like this for us to notice 
it!  Grapevine this week invites you to seize the moment, and take up Pope Francis’ 
invitation to ‘prepare the future’ even in the midst of this uncertainty.  Book for an 
online Caritas workshop to imagine how a post-pandemic parish could offer 
‘welcome, listening and hope’ to society at large.  Get the bigger picture at Post-
pandemic Church, the online National Justice and Peace Conference.  Reach out 
across the world with CAFOD’s Coronavirus appeal and petition.  And all nourished 
by prayer and renewed by the joy of the Gospel. 

Paul (Programme Leader for Social Action) 
Diane (Adult Formation Administrator) 

In this week’s on-line edition: 
X CAFOD Coronavirus appeal and petition 
X ‘Prepare the future’: offering welcome, listening and hope 
X Telephone trees: from listening to action 
X Post-pandemic Church: online conference 
X Universalis - a new app for Mass readings 
X New Directory for Catechesis published by the Vatican 
X Caritas county hubs: dates for your diary 

To sign up to receive Grapevine directly visit: 
www.dioceseofnottingham.us8.list-manage.com/subscribe 

?u=8660f054ac5b3dc3f5fec2801&id=1acdbd2ff8 
 

Financial Support of our Parish 
 

Father Simon celebrates Mass each day; if you wish to have a Mass offered for an 
intention put a Mass envelope through the presbytery letterbox, or email Father 
Simon directly.  The Mass intentions are published in the newsletter. 
 

Since there are no Sunday collections sincere thanks to those parishioners who have 
set-up standing orders.  If you’ve able to set one up the details are: 
• Account name: Our Lady of Victories Southwell RCP 
• Sort Code: 30-67-76 
• Account number: 45368360 

Many thanks to all our parishioners for your continuing generosity!  



Good News for our Diocese 
 

Bishop Patrick wrote to all parishes during the week, delighted to announce the 
appointment of the new Diocesan Director of Adult Formation for Mission - Mr Joe 
Hopkins.  Bishop Patrick writes: 

I'm delighted to announce that, following interviews of some great candidates, 
Joe Hopkins has been appointed as our Diocesan Director of Adult Formation 
for Mission.  Joe is currently Lead Lay Chaplain to the Saint Ralph Sherwin CMAT 
and he will take up his new post in August.  He brings theological expertise, a 
variety of catechetical experience and great zeal for mission in our diocese.  I 
look forward to working with Joe to make my three themes of ‘Encounter, 
Discipleship and Missionary Discipleship’ a living reality across the diocese.  I’m 
sure that you will join me in both welcoming and supporting Joe as he begins 
this important role.  I leave you with a few words from Joe: 

 

I’m really excited about taking up this important post.  I’m looking forward to 
working with the clergy and laity in our parishes in enabling a culture of 
‘Encounter, Discipleship and Missionary Discipleship.’  My desire is that every 
person in our diocese will experience afresh an encounter with God and his life 
changing love, that they will grow as faithful and fruitful disciples of Jesus 
Christ, and feel equipped and empowered by the Holy Spirit to be missionary 
disciples; people who witness to their faith by word and action in the Church 
and the world. 

Joe’s wife is a 
native of 

Southwell, and 
so no doubt 

we’ll see 
something of 

him in our 
parish. 

Meanwhile we 
keep Joe in our 

prayers as he 
prepares to take 
on this vital role 

in our diocese. 
  



The Right to Life 
 

Bishop John Sherrington, lead Catholic bishop for life issues has warned of ‘abortion 
on demand’ in a proposed amendment to the Domestic Abuse Bill. 

Bishop Sherrington said: ‘We are expecting the parliamentary report stage of 
the Domestic Abuse Bill to take place in week commencing Monday 6th July.  There 
is currently an attempt by some MPs to table an amendment to the Bill to repeal 
sections 58 and 59 of the Offences Against the Persons Act 1861.  This is being 
presented as decriminalising abortion but it would, if carried, do far more than that.  
It would result in the introduction of abortion on demand, for any reason, up until 
when a child is capable of being born alive, with a ceiling of 28 weeks.  It would leave 
the UK with the most extreme abortion legislation in Europe, where in nearly all 
countries the time limit for abortion is 12 weeks.  The majority of our fellow citizens 
would like to see the current 24 week limit reduced, not increased.  This amendment 
would also have the effect of removing the clauses in the Abortion Act 1967 which 
enable medical practitioners to exercise conscientious objection in relation to 
abortion.  Furthermore, it would also remove the legal safeguards which currently 
protect women and children. 

It is not too late to act.  I ask people to write to their MP urging them to oppose 
these amendments which would liberalise abortion.’ 
It’s straightforward to contact local MPs by using the “email your MP” platform at 

https://righttolife.org.uk/StopExtremeAbortion/ 
 

Abortion in Ireland 
 

A total of 6,666 abortions were performed in Ireland in the first year following the 
repeal of the country’s pro-life Eighth Amendment, according to official figures 
released on Tuesday.  Despite safeguards discussed at the time of the referendum, 
the figures comprise: 
• Risk to life or health 21 
• Risk to life or health in an emergency 3 
• Condition likely to lead to death of foetus 100 
• Early pregnancy 6542 

That means for all those people who voted for abortion in ‘hard cases’ the total 
number of those cases was 124 out of 6,666, or just 1.8%. 
The Church continues to treat every human life as ‘someone’ with an inherent value, 
and not as ‘something’ devoid of value to be disregarded as someone else’s choice.  



 
  



A reflection from ‘Marriage Matters’ 
 

‘Yoked’ to Him we are not overburdened 
A yoke keeps oxen together when carrying a heavy load or ploughing a field.   On the 
day you married you chose to be yoked together ‘till death us do part’. The burdens 
of life can lower your spirits and create a barrier to intimacy in your relationship. 
Jesus says: “Stay yoked to me and I will help you, however heavy the load.” 
 

The Cycle of Prayer 
 

During Summer Ordinary Time we are asked to pray for the following intentions in 
our own private prayer: 

X A deeper understanding between Christians and Jews; 
X Those who suffer persecution, oppression, and a denial of human rights; 
X Europe; X Human life; X Seafarers. 

 
Prayers for … 

 

Please remember in your prayers especially: 
X All those affected by the coronavirus outbreak – those infected, those caring for 

them, those who have died, and those who mourn 
X Monsignor Georg Ratzinger, the 96 year-old older brother of Pope Emeritus 

Benedict XVI, who died on Wednesday 1st July.  May he rest in peace. 
X Sister Rita Wynn RSM, a Sister of Mercy in Derby, who died on Sunday 28th June.  

May she rest in peace. 
X Sister Philippa RSM, of the Convent of Mercy in Derby, who is seriously ill. 
X Clergy of our diocese who are sick at this time: Monsignor Jonathan Moore, 

Fathers John Cairns, Anthony Colebrook, Hugh Doherty, James Hannigan, Peter 
Harvey, Christopher Hogan, James Lynch, Frank McLaughlin, Robert Rutledge, 
Michael Tutcher; Deacons Stephen Doona, and Bill Hutchinson. 

X Father John Guest, a recently-retired priest of our diocese who celebrates the 
golden jubilee of his ordination on Saturday 11th July.  Ad multos annos!  Vivat! 

 

Parish Newsletter by email 
 

If you’d like to receive the parish newsletter by email simply email the parish office, 
at olv.rcchurch@gmail.com, asking to be added to the list.  It’s helpful to have 
parishioners’ consent to send out the newsletter, and other messages, via email.  



Masses and Services this week 
 

During these days, although parishioners aren’t able to attend Mass, 
Father Simon will continue to celebrate Mass each day 

for your requested intentions. 
 

Saturday 4th July  Saturday Memorial of Our Lady 
  Mass  Ian and Bridget Chapman – golden wedding 
Sunday 5th July  Fourteenth Sunday of the Year 
  Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
Monday 6th July  Feria 
  Mass  Mary Bamber RIP 
Tuesday 7th July  Feria 
  Mass  Brother Jan – intentions 
Wednesday 8th July Feria 
  Mass  Chris Hurd RIP 
Thursday 9th July  Feria 
  Mass  Simon John Crosse RIP 
Friday 10th July  Feria 
  Mass  Mary Butler RIP 
Saturday 11th July  Feast of Saint Benedict, abbot, Patron of Europe 
  Mass  Mary Back RIP 
Sunday 12th July  Fifteenth Sunday of the Year 
  Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
 

Readings at Masses this week 
 

Sunday Zechariah 9:9-10; Psalm 144(145):1-2.8-11.13b-14; Romans 8:9.11-13; 
  Matthew 11:25-30 
Monday Hosea 2:16.17-18.21-22; Psalm 144(145):2-9; Matthew 9:18-26 
Tuesday  Hosea 8:4-7.11-13; Psalm 113B(115):3-10; Matthew 9:32-37 
Wednesday Hosea 10:1-3.7-8.12; Psalm 104(105):2-7; Matthew 10:1-7 
Thursday Hosea 11:1-4.8-9; Psalm 79(80):2-3.15-16; Matthew 10:7-15 
Friday Hosea 14:2-10; Psalm 50:3-4.8-9.12-14.17; Matthew 10:16-23 
Saturday Proverbs 2:1-9; Psalm 33(34):2-11; Matthew 19:27-29 


