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17th May 2020 : Sixth Sunday of Easter  
 

 

With Ascension Day being celebrated on Thursday this week, we might spend a little 
time reflecting on this homily from Saint Augustine of Hippo, about the uniqueness 
of Christ’s ascending into heaven. 
 

Today our Lord Jesus Christ ascended into heaven; let our hearts ascend with him. 
Listen to the words of the Apostle: If you have risen with Christ, set your hearts on 
the things that are above where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God; seek the 
things that are above, not the things that are on earth. For just as he remained with 
us even after his ascension, so we too are already in heaven with him, even though 
what is promised us has not yet been fulfilled in our bodies. 

Christ is now exalted above the heavens, but 
he still suffers on earth all the pain that we, the 
members of his body, have to bear. He showed this 
when he cried out from above: Saul, Saul, why do 
you persecute me? and when he said: I was hungry 
and you gave me food. 

Why do we on earth not strive to find rest with 
him in heaven even now, through the faith, hope 
and love that unites us to him? While in heaven he 
is also with us; and we while on earth are with him. 
He is here with us by his divinity, his power and his 
love. We cannot be in heaven, as he is on earth, by 
divinity, but in him, we can be there by love. 



He did not leave heaven when he came down to us; nor did he withdraw from 
us when he went up again into heaven.  The fact that he was in heaven even while 
he was on earth is borne out by his own statement: No one has ever ascended into 
heaven but the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man, who is in heaven. 

These words are explained by our oneness with Christ, for he is our head and 
we are his body. No one ascended into heaven except Christ because we also are 
Christ: he is the Son of Man by his union with us, and we by our union with him are 
the sons of God. So the Apostle says: Just as the human body, which has many 
members, is a unity, because all the different members make one body, so is it also 
with Christ. He too has many members, but one body. 

Out of compassion for us he descended from heaven, and although he 
ascended alone, we also ascend, because we are in him by grace. Thus, no one but 
Christ descended and no one but Christ ascended; not because there is no distinction 
between the head and the body, but because the body as a unity cannot be 
separated from the head. 
Please be aware that in their statement of 26th March the Bishops of England and 
Wales have dispensed all the faithful from their Easter Duties in 2020; they have also 
removed the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days during these 
emergency circumstances.  Thursday, Ascension Day, would have been the first Holy 
Day of Obligation since the emergency circumstances began, but in accordance with 
the Bishops’ decree Ascension Day won’t be a Holy Day of Obligation this year.  If 
you’re able to read the prayers and readings of the day’s Mass, or watch one of the 
livestreamed Masses on Thursday, then do try to make the day a special one! 
 

Prayer for the Year of the Word 
 

Living God, you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears 

and shows us how to live for one another. 
Send us the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds 

so that we may be your witnesses throughout the world.  Amen. 
 

V. Your word is our path and your truth is our light. 
R. This day and every day. 

 

Our Lady of the Annunciation : Pray for us. 
Saint Matthew : Pray for us. 
Saint Jerome : Pray for us.  



Prayer during the Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

In these days when our churches must stay closed it’s a comfort to know that God is 
close to us and that he holds each of us in the palm of his hand.  We are encouraged 
to use the Holy Father’s prayer, to Our Lady, as we seek Divine protection: 
 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. 

At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. 
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. 

We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, 
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 
and bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, 

to the joy of the Resurrection.  Amen. 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test 
and deliver us from every danger, 

O glorious and blessed Virgin.  Amen. 
 

Access to a Priest or the Sacraments 
 

During these days when our Catholic churches throughout the country have to 
remain closed Mass is still celebrated every day for the intentions of all the 
parishioners of Southwell and Calverton, and for the specific intentions you have 
requested.  If you need to contact Father Simon, please get in touch. 

Justine, our parish secretary, is now working from home, but can be contacted 
through the parish email address, and is collecting the post regularly. 
 As requested by the Prime Minister on 23rd March, public religious celebrations 
are not taking place for the time being.  Funeral Services can still be held, at the 
cemetery or crematorium, and a Requiem Mass or Memorial Mass can be celebrated 
later, when it’s possible to gather again in church. 
 If you or someone you know wishes to be anointed with the Sacrament of the 
Sick please speak with Father Simon.  Likewise, if you or someone you know wishes 
to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) this can be arranged 
directly with Father Simon.  



Ways to continue to participate in the life of the Church 
 

The readings and prayers for Mass each day can be found here: 
• https://universalis.com/europe.england.nottingham/mass.htm 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from our Cathedral in Nottingham at the following times: 
• Sundays and Saturdays: 10am 
• Weekdays: 1pm 

The link to the televised Mass is here: 
• http://www.stbarnabascathedral.org.uk/01_Community/livestream.html 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from the National Shrine and Minor Basilica of Our Lady in 
Walsingham each day at 12 noon: 
• http://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream 

 

Sunday Mass, celebrated by Bishop Patrick, will be broadcast from his chapel at 
Bishop’s House each Sunday at 10am: 
• www.youtube.com/channel/UCaf7upUMsn3Kl8GD79FotjQ/featured?fbclid=I

wAR1JRpqkdO0rHZY98bsnSC_N9TKbvSKXv0L5bT4yVCcMTHaVmAwaW4g-rAk 
Bishop Patrick is also celebrating other liturgies.  Check the Bishop’s YouTube 
channel (using the link above) for each day’s schedule. 
 

The Rosary is prayed throughout the day from the Shrine of Our Lady at the Grotto 
in Lourdes: 
• https://www.lourdes-france.org/en/tv-lourdes 

 

Resources for children and young people can be found via the Nottingham Diocesan 
Catholic Youth Service’s (NDCYS) website, where Father Simon will be a guest on 
‘Friday Night Live’ this week, on Friday at 6.00pm: 
• https://ndcys.com 

 

There are also ideas for children’s liturgy on Cafod’s website: 
• https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

 

In these days let us stay safe and well, with our eyes fixed on the Lord.  As our 
churches have to remain closed, let us open our hearts even wider.  As the Psalms 
say ‘Grow higher ancient doors and let the King of Glory enter.’  These are the doors 
of our hearts.  God knows well how to fill our lives.  We must open our hearts in 
prayer and silent welcome.  



Some changes to Livestreamed Liturgy 
 

Pope Francis has been live-streaming his daily Mass from the chapel of his residence, 
the Domus Sanctae Marthae (Casa Santa Marta) in Rome, each day since the 
lockdown there began in early March.  On Monday, with the churches in Italy 
opening and the faithful there allowed to come to Mass again, the Pope will be 
celebrating his final live-streamed daily Mass.  By Divine Providence Monday is also 
the centenary of the birth of Pope Francis’s predecessor, Saint John Paul II.  In honour 
of this Pope Francis will celebrate the Mass on Monday not from the Domus chapel 
but from the altar where Saint John Paul II is buried, in Saint Peter’s basilica, marking 
not only the anniversary of his birth but also the beginning of the opening of the 
Italian churches. 
 

On Saturday (16th May) the Shrine of Our Lady at the Grotto in Lourdes was reopened 
to pilgrims, carefully observing hygiene practices and social distancing, but once 
more able to come close to the place where Our Blessed Lady appeared to Saint 
Bernadette in 1858.  The chaplains in Lourdes will continue to celebrate the Rosary 
from the Grotto each day, but gradually Masses will also be celebrated in the Grotto 
and the various chapels of the Shrine. 
 

Statement from the Bishops of England and Wales 
 

11th May 
The timing and the manner of the opening of churches touches profound sensitivities 
and spiritual needs.  The Government’s document and statements fail to recognise 
this. 

The Government’s position, established today, includes these steps aimed at 
opening churches as soon as possible: the establishment of a task force for places of 
worship, to work closely with ‘stakeholders’ in ensuring that premises are COVID-19 
secure; and heeding the experience of other countries in which churches are already 
open for worship. 

In dialogue with the Government, the Catholic Church will continue its 
engagement in this process and has already submitted a detailed plan, in full 
accordance with public health guidelines, for churches to be opened for private 
prayer. 

The Church is ready to play its full part in the task force, understanding that 
this includes the possible earlier use of churches for private prayer, as a first safe 
step towards their use for public worship.  



75th Anniversary of VE Day : Friday 8th May 
 

Although too late for last Sunday’s newsletter, here’s the homily preached by 
Cardinal Nichols last Friday, marking the anniversary of the end of the war in Europe: 
 

I am not old enough to remember VE Day!  Many of you are!  I just about remember 
that exciting feeling when rationing of sweets ended and there was a steady supply 
of butter.  But the excitement of 8 May 1945 was too early for me.  Today gives us 
all an opportunity to recall afresh the excitement of victory in the enormous effort 
of that terrible war.  Images of that excitement abound today, and this Memorial 
Day will be rounded off by Her Majesty the Queen herself. 

On Sunday 13 May 1945, a Mass of Thanksgiving was celebrated here in this 
Cathedral by Cardinal Griffin.  He spoke of the pride in the armed forces, in the 
example set by the King and Queen, in the leadership of Winston Churchill.  He 
described the war as a fight to the death against totalitarianism and added, I quote, 
‘an ugly word for an ugly thing which means that the State lays claim to the bodies 
and souls of its citizens, usurping the place of God’.  That ugliness we saw in its 
fullness particularly in the ‘ghastly truth of the concentration camps’.  Ronnie Knox, 
that great preacher, pointed the way in which we were to thank God.  I quote: ‘Thank 
God not so much because our enemies have been humiliated as because one more 
warning has been pasted up on the notice-board of history against the drunkard’s 
dream of world-conquest’.  It was a time of great rejoicing indeed. 

But there was also much sorrow in that rejoicing: so many not coming home; 
so many lost lives at home; so much destruction.  Sense had to be made of all the 
death and suffering: lives taken and many lives given.  In the prayers of those days, 
as in these days too, the reality and cost of self-sacrifice is central.  Indeed, the 
ultimate prayer we have been given, the prayer of the Mass, has at this heart the act 
of self-sacrifice: the mystery of the Word of God in our flesh, offering himself in 
sacrifice for our freedom. 

In the face of the ugly and wholesale death of war we are either struck dumb 
or we cling to the Cross of Christ.  He alone gives death and suffering a new and 
redemptive dimension.  He gave of himself that we might live.  So too did so many. 
In his Godhead Jesus has victory over death; in his humanity he gives us a share in 
that victory, such that we, in our turn, can make an offering of our suffering and even 
of life itself.  No wonder the words of the hymn Abide with me strike such a deep 
chord in our land. ‘Hold thou thy Cross before my closing eyes… in life, in death, O 
Lord, abide with me’.  This, too, we remember today with profound thankfulness.  
There was another sense in the hearts of many on that day in May seventy-five years 



ago.  They knew that huge challenges lay ahead.  A social order and a society had to 
be rebuilt, not just here but in so many other countries, too.  New dangers stalked 
the world: poverty, long-term unemployment, rancour and discord which had to be 
overcome if a true peace, more than the absence of war, was to be constructed. 

History tells us that in the post-war years some great achievements emerged 
from dialogue and mutual effort.  A need was recognised for more than a renewed 
economy.  A renewal of spirit, a renewal of identity, a renewal of values and personal 
moral vision was needed to replace the deconstruction of so much in the brutality of 
warfare.  The vision of faith, the Christian faith, played a crucial part in that effort, 
notably in the construction of a renewed system of education.  Similarly, the NHS 
emerged, and social renewal in housing and welfare.  It was a time of building, 
houses and souls.  That too must be part of our reflection today, and part of our 
thanksgiving.  Now we are living through our own crisis.  Today we work hard for 
victory over this devastating virus.  Today we see the patterns of self-sacrifice 
emerge again from the depths of the human soul.  Today we begin to glimpse the 
immensity of the task that lies ahead, with poverty, unemployment, vast movements 
of vulnerable people just some of the challenges we face.  We too need all our 
resources to meet these challenges and refashion a society that is intent on ignoring 
no-one, no matter how weak. 

In these weeks we are working together to ensure that no-one, no matter how 
weak, is left without the medical care they need in this pandemic.  That pattern and 
intent can truly be a model, a pointer, for the society we want to fashion anew in our 
day.  Through our politics, through our business and enterprise, through our 
education, through our families, through our faith we can fashion a society focussed 
on and dedicated to the common good, a good from which 
no one, absolutely no one, is excluded. 

Victory in Europe, 8 May 1945, was a marvellous 
moment.  The war continued in the Far East until September.  
But it was a moment of such invigorating joy that we do well 
to remember and celebrate it in thanksgiving and prayer.  
May God bless all those who won for us that victory.  May 
God bless us all in our present struggle.  May God and the 
light that He alone can give, always be our guide and our 
strength.  Amen. 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of Westminster 
 

The Union Flag flying outside Our Lady of Victories last Friday  



A Prayer to my Guardian Angel when I can’t get to Mass 
 

Dear Guardian Angel, 
go for me to the church, there kneel down at Mass for me. 
At the Offertory, take me to God, and offer him my service: 

what I am, what I have, offer as my gift. 
At the Consecration, with your seraphic strength, adore my Saviour truly present, 

praying for those who have loved me, for those who have offended me, 
and for those now deceased, that the blood of Jesus may purify them all. 

During Holy Communion, bring to me the Body and Blood of Jesus 
uniting him with me in spirit, so that my heart may become his dwelling place. 

Plead with him, that through his sacrifice 
all people throughout the world may be saved. 

When the Mass ends, bring home to me and to every home, the Lord's blessing. 
Amen. 

 
From Pope Francis for May, the Marian Month 

 

Prayer to Our Lady 
O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who, at the foot of the cross,  

were united with Jesus’ suffering, and persevered in your faith. 
“Protectress of the Roman people”, you know our needs, 

and we know that you will provide, so that, as at Cana in Galilee, 
joy and celebration may return after this time of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the will of the Father 
and to do what Jesus tells us. 

For he took upon himself our suffering, and burdened himself with our sorrows 
to bring us, through the cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. 

Amen. 
We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God; 

Do not despise our petitions in our necessities, 
but deliver us always from every danger, O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. 

 
Pope’s Prayer Intentions 

 

For Deacons  We pray that deacons, faithful in their service to the Word and the 
poor, may be an invigorating symbol for the entire Church.  



An Opportunity to register Good Works being done in these days 
 

  



Some practical points 
 

Father Simon continues to celebrate Mass everyday; if you wish to have a Mass 
offered for an intention put a Mass envelope through the presbytery letterbox, or 
email Father Simon directly.  The Mass intentions are published in the newsletter. 
 

Since there are no Sunday collections sincere thanks to those parishioners who have 
set-up standing orders.  If you’ve able to set one up the details are: 
• Account name: Our Lady of Victories Southwell RCP 
• Sort Code: 30-67-76 
• Account number: 45368360 

Many thanks to all our parishioners for your continuing generosity! 
 

If you’d like to receive the parish newsletter by email simply email the parish office, 
at olv.rcchurch@gmail.com, asking to be added to the list.  It’s helpful to have 
parishioners’ consent (via email is fine) to send out the newsletter, and possibly 
other urgent messages, via email. 
 

From Newark Foodbank 
 

Thank you to all who are continuing to support Newark Foodbank at a time, when 
their need is greater than ever.  The items they especially need at the moment are: 
tinned carrots, tinned spaghetti, jam, sugar, shampoo, and nappies (size 6).  Items 
can be donated at the Co-op, One Stop, and Lloyds Chemist.  Thank You all! 
 

Job Opportunity in the Diocese 
 

The Diocese of Nottingham seeks to appoint a Director of Adult Formation for 
Mission to work with the Bishop the parishes to lead the creation and delivery of 
adult formation, promoting the Diocesan Vision and Mission, the three themes of 
Encounter, Discipleship and Missionary Discipleship, and helping people to grow in 
confidence as practical, Spirit-filled witnesses of Jesus Christ in their everyday lives. 
This position would suit a committed Catholic, qualified in theology, catechetics, 
evangelisation or pastoral ministry, experienced in leading catechesis and 
evangelisation and with a passion for the mission of the Church. 
The salary is £45k - £50k, dependant on qualifications and experience.  For more 
information and an application pack please email office@dioceseofnottingham.uk  
The closing date is Monday 25th May.  



A Spiritual Communion 
 

Spiritual Communion is the heartfelt desire to receive Our Lord, even when we are 
unable because of the distance or for some other reason, such as in the present 
circumstances.  If you are at home and live-streaming the Mass, or praying the texts 
of the Mass, when it comes to the time for receiving Holy Communion pray instead 
the prayer below: 
 

From Saint Aphonsus Liguori: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love you 
above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot at this 
moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I 
embrace you as being already there and unite myself wholly to you.  Never permit 
me to be separated from you.  Amen. 
 

Prayers for … 
 

Please remember in your prayers especially: 
X All those affected by the coronavirus outbreak – those infected, those caring for 

them, those who have died, and those who mourn 
X Maureen Rosemary Fairbairn, who died on Tuesday 12th May, and whose funeral 

service will be celebrated on Friday.  May she rest in peace! 
X John Greenland, who died recently.  May he rest in peace! 
X Bishop Paul Swarbrick, Bishop of Lancaster, who sustained a fractured skull and 

damage to his ear last Friday whilst cycling; he is now out of hospital and is 
recovering at home. 

X Clergy of our diocese who are sick at this time: Monsignor Jonathan Moore, 
Fathers John Cairns, Tony Colebrook, Hugh Doherty, James Hannigan, Peter 
Harvey, Slawomir Hermanowicz, Chris Hogan, Michael Horrax, Jim Lynch, Frank 
McLaughlin, Robert Rutledge, Michael Tutcher; Deacons Stephen Doona, and Bill 
Hutchinson. 

 

A reflection from ‘Marriage Matters’ 
 

Listen to Jesus within ourselves and within our partner 
Jesus is in me and in you!  In marriage we are especially called to honour that 
presence in our spouse every day.  There may be times when we hurt each other or 
take each other for granted, leading to feelings of jealousy and resentment, often to 
arguments.  At times like this the call is for forgiveness, for healing, for affirmation.  



Masses and Services this week 
 

During these days, although parishioners aren’t able to attend Mass, 
Father Simon will continue to celebrate Mass each day 

for your requested intentions. 
 

Saturday 16th May Easter Feria 
  Mass  Mary Back RIP 
Sunday 17th May  SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
  Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
Monday 18th May  Easter feria 
  Mass  Patrick Hodgkinson RIP 
Tuesday 19th May  Easter Feria 
  Mass  Sister Sheila OP RIP 
Wednesday 20th May Easter Feria 
  Mass  A Special Intention 
Thursday 21st May SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
  Mass  In Thanksgiving (Holt family) 
Friday 22nd May  Easter Feria 
  Mass  Simon John Crosse RIP (funeral day) 
  Funeral Service Maureen Rosemary Fairbairn  
Saturday 23rd May Easter Feria 
  Mass  Maria O’Donnell RIP 
Sunday 24th May  SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
  Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
 

Readings at Masses this week 
 

Sunday Acts 8:5-8.14-17; Psalm 65(66):1-7.16.20; 1 Peter 3:15-18; 
  John 14:15-21 
Monday  Acts 16:11-15; Psalm 149:1-6.9; John 15:26-16:4 
Tuesday  Acts 16:22-34; Psalm 137(138):1-3.7-8; John 16:5-11 
Wednesday Acts 17:15.22-18:1; Psalm 148:1-2.11-14; John 16:12-15 
Thursday Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 46(47):2-3.6-9; Ephesians 1:17-23; 
  Matthew 28:16-20 
Friday Acts 18:9-18; Psalm 46(47):2-7; John 16:20-23 
Saturday Acts 18:23-28; Psalm 46(47):2-3.8-10; John 16:23-28 


