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30th and 31st January 2021 : Fourth Sunday of the Year 
 

 

Today the Church in England and Wales marks Racial Justice Sunday.  In light of the 
Black Lives Matter campaign last year today we have the chance to reflect and pray 
about these issues, and to contribute to a collection which will help the work of the 
Church in England and Wales tackle some of the systemic issues around racism. 
 

At the beginning of his public ministry Jesus outlines his Mission in the synagogue in 
Nazareth: 

‘He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to 
captives and to the blind new sight, to set the downtrodden free, to proclaim 
the Lord’s year of favour’ 

His ministry was one of compassionate involvement, concern for the disadvantaged.  
Aware of obstacles, including those of the Law, which limited joy and fulfilment Jesus 
acted.  He confronted, sometimes angrily, what undermined a person’s dignity.  The 
theme of Racial Justice Sunday 2021 is A Time to Act.  Racial issues and inequalities 
were identified nationally and internationally in 2020 generating awareness, 
emotion and outrage. In light of this Racial Justice Sunday 2021 is particularly 
significant. 
Action is needed to further the cause of racial justice.  What can we do?  In recent 
years Pope Francis has repeatedly used four verbs encouraging positive and direct 
action in relation to migrants and refugees, ‘Welcome, Protect, Promote and 
Integrate’.  These same words are essential to advancing the cause of racial justice.  
None can be omitted, it is as necessary to have plans to Promote and Integrate as it 
is to Welcome. 



Jesus’ sermon in the synagogue in Capernaum triggered a reaction from a 
member of the congregation.  (It is always unnerving to have your sermon 
interrupted by someone who disagrees with your words).  ‘What do you want with 
us?’  ‘Have you come to destroy us?’  The duty of the Prophet in speaking God’s 
words and so bringing God’s light into lives and situations is to enlighten, to 
encourage, sometimes to warn.  To identify what action is needed to ensure that all 
God’s people know they are equally valued by society and the Church. 

The plea of the psalmist today is ‘ …listen to his voice, harden not your hearts’.  
Racial Justice Sunday is a time to absorb fully this scriptural request.  Listening to the 
voice of God and the voice of the Church we learn of equal love for all: Voices that 
discriminate unjustly, attitudes that undermine on the grounds of race must be 
opposed.  Voices of those who feel rejected or perpetually in second place must be 
listened to.  The dignity of all must be respected and promoted.  In the Church we 
proclaim that everyone of whatever racial origin should be Welcomed, Protected, 
Promoted and Integrated.  We need to challenge ourselves to act now so that this 
may be achieved. 

Ethnic minorities have suffered disproportionately from the Covid-19 
pandemic, demonstrating a systemic problem with racial injustice in our society.  
This was dramatically brought home with the brutal killing of George Floyd and the 
reaction it provoked.  As Pope Francis reflects: “instances of racism continue to 
shame us, for they show that our supposed social progress is not as real or definitive 
as we think.” 

These shameful reminders of racism demand meaningful action to confront 
and dismantle sinful structures of injustice.  Our brother Bishops in the USA remind 
us that: “all of us are in need of personal, ongoing conversion.  Our churches and our 
civic and social institutions are in need of ongoing reform.  If racism is confronted by 
addressing its causes and the injustice it produces, then healing can occur.” 

Racism is a sin and a violation of human dignity in which we are all complicit.  
As Catholics we need to acknowledge and confront our own failings, as individuals 
and as a Church.  Every single one of our parishes, schools and organisations has a 
responsibility to actively practise anti-racism in all aspects of our mission.  We need 
to address the lack of visible diversity at every level, so that people can see 
themselves, their race, their culture and their history in the Church’s life.  We need 
to engage suppliers and businesses from all parts of the community, seeking out 
those which promote diversity and inclusivity.  Most importantly we need to actively 
invite people from different ethnic communities to share their experiences and 
genuinely listen to their voices, however challenging this may be. 



It is not enough to simply denounce racism.  This is a time to act.  In the words 
of the Holy Father: “This is a moment to dream big, to rethink our priorities — what 
we value, what we want, what we seek — and to commit to act in our daily life on 
what we have dreamed of. God asks us to dare to create something new.” 

Bishop Paul McAleenan, Lead Bishop for Racial Justice 
 

For more information about Racial Justice Sunday, visit 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/racial-justicesunday-2021/ 

Here you will also find a series of videos specially commissioned by the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales (CBCEW), which share the thoughts of 
Black Catholics about the events of the past year, and how we can build a better 
society and the important role that our Church can play in this. 
 

A Prayer for Racial Justice Sunday 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
in your ministry 

you were approached by people 
of many different nations and cultures. 

You listened to their cry for help, 
treated them with love and compassion, 

and brought them healing and wholeness. 
In our own time may we provide 

to all those who are suffer 
the help that they need 

and the care that they require. 
May we respond to the invitation of the Holy Spirit 

to dream of a world made new 
where the poor are not forgotten 

but are given the opportunity 
to live and flourish 

with good health and equal prospects. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Please support the work of the Catholic Church in England and Wales in matters of 
Racial Justice with your prayers, especially the prayer above, and with the collection 
at Masses this Sunday and next Sunday.  Sincere thanks as always. 



Ash Wednesday : 17th February 
 

In order that those who wish to come to Mass on Ash Wednesday can do so, two 
public Masses will be offered that day: 

X 9.00am in Our Lady of Victories church, Southwell 
X 7.00pm in Saint Anthony’s church, Calverton 

 

The Rite for Distributing Ashes will be slightly different than in previous years, 
with the sprinkling of Blessed Ash over the head of the penitent, without physical 
contact, and in silence, and wearing face coverings, rather than the Imposition of 
Ashes marked by a sign of the cross upon the forehead of the penitent.  The Ashes 
will be blessed at the usual time in Mass (after the Gospel) but not distributed until 
the end of Mass, when the Ashes will be sprinkled upon each members of the 
congregation as he or she leaves church. 

The Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales has consulted with Professor 
Jim McManus, who has discussed the issue with colleagues in Public Health England.  
He has noted that it is highly unlikely that ash would be on a person’s head long 
enough to pick up enough contaminated fluid bearing the virus from skin to then 
infect someone.  The recommended method of distributing ashes is that the ashes 
are sprinkled over the heads of people at the door of the church as they leave.  Care 
should be taken to avoid hand to head contact and also that there is no contact with 
the faithful and the minister’s vesture. 

Bookings can be made in the usual way, on the Monday and Tuesday of that 
week, 15th and 16th February. 

 
 

The Word of God on your ‘phone 
 

Laudate by Aycka Soft offers daily Mass readings and much more: this App should 
not be missing on your phone: 
X https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aycka.apps.MassReadings  
X https://apps.apple.com/us/app/laudate-1-catholic-

app/id499428207#?platform=iphone 
Another app, which has a specific setting for the Calendar for the Diocese of 
Nottingham, is Universalis.  If you’ve not seen this before have a look at: 
X https://www.universalis.com/L/Europe.England.Nottingham/calendar.htm 

The Carmelite Order offers everyone daily Lectio Divina in several languages: 
X https://ocarm.org/  



Coming to Mass 
 

Even in the current national lockdown public Mass is available on Saturday in 
Southwell at 6.00pm and on Sunday in Calverton at 10.45am.  Being in a national 
lockdown we are precluded from any social interaction in or at church (outside of 
our bubble), but we can come to church with a maximum (including priest and 
stewards) of 20 people in Southwell and 24 people in Calverton. 

To book a place telephone Kathleen and Robert Dixon on 01636 813874, at any 
reasonable time from 8.30am Monday morning until 4.30pm Friday afternoon; if 
there’s no reply leave a message with your name and number, or try ringing again a 
few minutes later.  Don’t use any other number to contact Kathleen and Robert, and 
please also note: 
X A place needs to be booked for each individual who plans to attend; 
X You’ll be asked to provide a telephone number, to be passed onto Public Health 

England if needed as part of the ‘Test and Trace’ system; 
X Sunday Masses bookings can be made during the preceding week only. 

 

What to expect when coming to Mass 
 

In order to comply with the Bishop’s guidelines on celebrating Masses in the covid-
19 period there’ll be some differences in that way we come to Mass and the way 
Mass is celebrated.  Please follow these directions, and recognise that those asking 
you to follow the directions are volunteers themselves: 
X Please don’t attend if you show any symptoms of covid-19; 
X Try to arrive no earlier than half an hour before Mass, and no later than ten 

minutes before Mass, to allow time for each person to enter one-by-one; 
X Enter via the car park and follow the one-way signs, waiting by the 2 metre 

markers in front of the church door if others have arrived before you; 
X Ensure you bring a mask to wear throughout the time in church, except when 

receiving Holy Communion; 
X Please use the hand-sanitiser (provided) on arrival; 
X Please take one of the Mass Sheets, and a Newsletter, and take them home with 

you after Mass; 
X Put your weekly offering into the basket in the narthex; 
X There won’t be any holy water available, the repository will be closed, and there 

are no Catholic papers currently available; 
X Please sit on the seat to which you are directed, following the one-way system; 

seating is at two-metre intervals (in Southwell couples can sit next to each other, 



and families in a single pew; in Calverton the chairs have been laid out singularly); 
X Please avoid any contact with other parishioners; don’t speak unless necessary; 
X Only the disabled toilet will be available for use, and only if absolutely necessary.  

If you do use the toilet, please do so before you are seated, and then go to your 
seat (in Southwell, by exiting the hall lobby, walking around the side of the church, 
and re-entering the church through the main door, following the one-way system); 

X Windows and doors will be open to enable as much ventilation as possible; 
X The Mass Sheet will explain the changes in the way Mass is celebrated, especially: 

o There will be no congregational singing; 
o Responses will be made with quiet voices; 
o There will be no ministries (eg altar servers, readers) during Mass; 
o There will be no sign of peace; 

X After Mass you will be invited to receive Holy Communion; then exit the church 
following the one-way system, out into the car park, and leave immediately. 

X Since it is not permitted to gather publicly please ensure that you don’t linger in 
the car park after Mass, tempting as it is to chat with fellow parishioners! 

X As the weather is now much colder please dress appropriately for the weather and 
temperature. 

 
NHS Covid-19 App and the QR Code in Church 

 

Along with most public buildings both of our churches and the parish hall now have 
their own QR code, situated just inside the door.  If you have a smart-phone please 
scan the code as you come in, enabling you to ‘check in’ and assisting with the 
Government’s Track and Trace system.  Please note this is in addition to booking a 
place at Mass, and not instead – please continue to book for Mass as well! 
 

Covid Vaccine 
 

Nottinghamshire residents aged 70 or over can book their 
own covid vaccines if they haven’t already been contacted 
by their local GP.  Follow the link below to make a booking, 
and join (amongst others) Cardinal Vincent Nichols who had 
his vaccine jab this week. 
 

https://www.swiftqueue.co.uk/nottinghamc19vpatient. 
php?fbclid=IwAR0nHe0lfONdVaFT8vwQIDjb5UQJ0_DQbE 
jxdLAkEdqdeGlHHATF35ENOEI  



Ways to continue to participate in the life of the Church 
 

The readings and prayers for Mass each day can be found here: 
• https://universalis.com/europe.england.nottingham/mass.htm 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from our Cathedral in Nottingham at the following times: 
• Sundays and Saturdays: 10am; Weekdays: 1pm 

The link to the televised Mass is here: 
• http://www.stbarnabascathedral.org.uk/01_Community/livestream.html 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from the National Shrine and Minor Basilica of Our Lady in 
Walsingham each day at 12 noon: 
• http://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream 

 

Sunday Mass, celebrated by Bishop Patrick, will be broadcast from his chapel at 
Bishop’s House each Sunday at 10am, and other days and times during the week: 
• www.youtube.com/channel/UCaf7upUMsn3Kl8GD79FotjQ/featured?fbclid=I

wAR1JRpqkdO0rHZY98bsnSC_N9TKbvSKXv0L5bT4yVCcMTHaVmAwaW4g-rAk 
 

Resources for children and young people can be found via the Nottingham Diocesan 
Catholic Youth Service’s (NDCYS) website: 
• https://ndcys.com 
• https://www.youtube.com/ndcyslive 

 

There are ideas for children’s liturgy on Cafod’s website: 
• https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for February 

 

Violence Against Women 
We pray for women who are victims of violence, that they may be protected by 
society and have their sufferings considered and heeded. 
 

A reflection from ‘Marriage Matters’ 
 

Evangelisation through our Sacrament   Saint Paul infers a deeper spirituality is 
found among the unmarried, yet writing to the Ephesians (5:32), he speaks of ‘the 
profound mystery’ of marriage and compares it to the relationship between Christ 
and the Church.  The Lord is at the heart of our love for one another, providing the 
grace for daily living and evangelisation, through our Sacrament.  



A Spiritual Communion 
 

Spiritual Communion is the heartfelt desire to receive Our Lord, even when we are 
unable to do so.  If you are live-streaming the Mass, or praying the texts of the Mass, 
when it comes to the time for receiving Holy Communion pray instead the prayer: 
 

From Saint Alphonsus Liguori: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love 

you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot at this 
moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I 

embrace you as being already there and unite myself wholly to you.  Never permit 
me to be separated from you.  Amen. 

 
Prayer during the Coronavirus Pandemic 

 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope.  We 
entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.  At the foot of the Cross you 

participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.  You, Salvation of the Roman 
People, know what we need.  We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you 

did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial.  
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do 
what Jesus tells us: He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows 

to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection.  Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.  Do not despise our 
pleas – we who are put to the test and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and 

blessed Virgin.  Amen. 
 

A Prayer to my Guardian Angel when I can’t get to Mass 
 

Dear Guardian Angel, go for me to the church, there kneel down at Mass for me.  
At the Offertory, take me to God, and offer him my service: what I am, what I have, 

offer as my gift.  At the Consecration, with your seraphic strength, adore my 
Saviour truly present, praying for those who have loved me, for those who have 

offended me, and for those now deceased, that the blood of Jesus may purify them 
all.  During Holy Communion, bring to me the Body and Blood of Jesus uniting him 
with me in spirit, so that my heart may become his dwelling place.  Plead with him, 
that through his sacrifice all people throughout the world may be saved.  When the 

Mass ends, bring home to me and to every home, the Lord's blessing.  Amen.  



Tuesday : The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
 

Although we might not be able to get to Mass on Tuesday, consider watching a live-
streamed celebration, or reading the scriptures for today’s Mass of the Presentation 
of the Lord, or Candlemas.  It is celebrated forty days after Christmas, and recalls the 
time when Jesus was recognised by Simeon and Anna, in the Temple in Jerusalem, 
as a ‘light for all the nations’.  This reflection, from the bishop Saint Sophronius, helps 
us to meditate on Jesus as the light of the world. 
 

In honour of the divine mystery that we celebrate today, let us all hasten to 
meet Christ. Everyone should be eager to join the procession and to carry a light.  
Our lighted candles are a sign of the divine splendour of the one who comes to expel 
the dark shadows of evil and to make the whole universe radiant with the brilliance 
of his eternal light.  Our candles also show how bright our souls should be when we 
meet Christ. 

The Mother of God, the most pure Virgin, carried the true light in her arms and 
brought him to those who lay in darkness.  We too should carry a light for all to see 
and reflect the radiance of the true light as we hasten to meet him.  The light has 
come and has shone upon a world enveloped in shadows; the Dayspring from on 
high has visited us and given light to those who lived in darkness.  This, then, is our 
feast, and we join in procession with lighted candles to reveal the light that has shone 
upon us and the glory that is yet to come to us through him.  So let us hasten all 
together to meet our God. 

The true light has come, the light that enlightens every man who is born into 
this world.  Let all of us, my brethren, be enlightened and made radiant by this light.  
Let all of us share in its splendour, and be so filled with it that no one remains in the 
darkness.  Let us be shining ourselves as we go together to meet and to receive with 
the aged Simeon the light whose brilliance is eternal.  Rejoicing with Simeon, let us 
sing a hymn of thanksgiving to God, the Father of the light, who sent the true light 
to dispel the darkness and to give us all a share in his splendour.  Through Simeon’s 
eyes we too have seen the salvation of God which he prepared for all the nations 
and revealed as the glory of the new Israel, which is ourselves.  As Simeon was 
released from the bonds of this life when he had seen Christ, so we too were at once 
freed from our old state of sinfulness. 

By faith we too embraced Christ, the salvation of God the Father, as he came 
to us from Bethlehem.  Gentiles before, we have now become the people of God.  
Our eyes have seen God incarnate, and because we have seen him present among 
us and have mentally received him into our arms, we are called the new Israel.  Never 
shall we forget this presence; every year we keep a feast in his honour.  



Forthcoming Events 
 

Let us Dream: The Path to a Better Future  Let Us Dream! is the first book written 
by a pope in response to a major crisis, and the first ever to be drafted in English – 
by his collaborator and biographer, Austen Ivereigh.  The book offers not just the 
Pope’s reflections on the multiple coronavirus crises, but spiritual guidance on how 
to make use of the pandemic to make a better world, drawing on powerful episodes 
from his own life and a lifetime of leadership.  The event will be held on Saturday 
30th January between 11.00am and 12.30pm.  To access this live stream event go to 
www.ssppilford.org.uk and click on live stream remote services. The event will be 
available subsequently on www.whatgoodnews.org  Questions for Austen may be 
emailed beforehand to adriangraffy@dioceseofbrentwood.org 
 

Mass of the Pandemic and 33rd Anniversary Mass for the Venerable Mary Potter: On 
Monday 8th February at 9.00am Bishop Patrick will celebrate a simple Votive Mass 
of the Pandemic, praying for the beatification of the Venerable Mary Potter, in the 
chapel at Bishop’s House, and live streamed on the Bishop’s YouTube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaf7upUMsn3Kl8GD79FotjQ 
 

Global Healing – How our faith helps us to care for our common home.  On six 
Thursdays 7.30pm – 8.30pm from Thursday 18th February until 25th Match; and a 
fuether session on Thursday 29th April. 

In 2015, Pope Francis published his ground-breaking letter on the environment 
Laudato Si’.  Since then, millions of people worldwide have joined the global 
movement to address the environmental crisis our world is facing.  We are invited to 
join a series of reflective evenings with inspiring speakers, prayer and discussion, 
using the film-based resource Global Healing.  These engaging documentaries inform 
and challenge us to respond to Pope Francis’ call to care for Our Common Home.  
Suitable for all who are concerned about what is happening to our world and who 
want to take action.  To register follow this link:  

https://dioceseofnottingham.us8.list-manage.com/track/click? 
u=8660f054ac5b3dc3f5fec2801&id=4e028744e6&e=f897edc387 

 

Here: Now: Us  Missionary disciples for a post-Covid world: a three-part programme 
In 2021 here in the Diocese of Nottingham, we’re launching a new scheme to help 
you put your faith into action, bring Catholic social teaching to life in your 
neighbourhood, and build your parish into a confident, outward-looking community 
when the pandemic subsides.  We have teamed up with the national charity 



Together for the Common Good (T4CG).  Here: Now: Us is a three part programme 
which fosters lay leadership for Catholic social action.  Here: Now: Us will lay 
foundations for our Caritas network, in your parish and in the diocese as a whole. 
In Evangelii Gaudium, Pope Francis says: ‘The essential vocation and mission of the 
lay faithful is to strive that earthly realities and all human activity may be 
transformed by the Gospel.’  Here: Now: Us will help you take up that great challenge 
and invitation. 

Join us for a short introduction to Here: Now: Us on Monday 22nd February 
from 7.00pm until 8.30pm via Zoom..  We'll take you through the programme, and 
you can ‘dip your toe in’ to see if it’s something you would be interested in.  An ideal 
opportunity to satisfy your curiosity, ask questions, and find out what’s involved. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScf7sjc_m1WvDYkcRRH_hjVU4bBiG

JSL_agCrDYDv1Q1ZgaMQ/viewform 
 

2021 – The Year of Saint Joseph 
 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father 
and guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 
and defend us from every evil.  Amen. 

 

Saint Joseph isn’t mentioned very often in the pages of the Gospel, and never once 
does he actually speak, although he plays a crucial role as Jesus’ earthly Father.  In 
this Year of the Word consider 
reading those portions of the 
scriptures where we hear 
about Saint Joseph: 
 

X Matthew 13:55 
X Matthew 1:18-25 
X Matthew 1:19 
X Mark 6:3 
X Luke 2:16 
X Luke 3:23-24  



The Year of the Word 
 

The Year of the Word has been extended to continue through 2021, since so many 
of the planned events didn’t happen last year.  We might continue to pray the Prayer 
for the Year day by day: 

Living God, 
you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears 
and shows us how to live for one another. 

Send us the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds 
so that we may be your witnesses throughout the world.  Amen. 

 

V. Your word is our path and your truth is our light. 
R. This day and every day. 

 

Our Lady of the Annunciation : Pray for us. 
Saint Matthew : Pray for us.   Saint Jerome : Pray for us. 

 

If you sometimes feel that the Bible is a bit 
inaccessible, and you don’t quite know 
where to begin, consider having a look at 
this on-line resource which takes a journey 
through the bible in seven stages.  David 
McLoughlin, who wrote the course, says: 

The aim of this series is to help us get 
a sense of the Scriptures as a whole.  To see 
the unfolding of God’s liberating and 
creative love in the history of Israel and in the Church. 

We will set out with the freed Hebrew slaves and their leader Moses, 
responding to God’s call; so close and yet always a little strange to us.  We will 
become familiar with their pattern and be guided by the echo of the divine words 
from the beginning. Words which continue to liberate us in our time. 

Our journey will lead us to encounter God.  The same God across all the ages 
in the one unifying Spirit.  Our choice of readings will reveal the growing sense of the 
mystery of God, and the mystery of God’s Creation.  Of men and women called to be 
a reconciled community, capable of selfless responses that can heal and fulfil each 
other and the world.  To access the course follow this link: 
https://www.godwhospeaks.uk/the-god-who-speaks/focus/sunday-of-the-word-

of-god/echoes-of-god-journeying-with-the-word-of-god/  



Memorial of Saint Blaise – 3rd February 
 

One of the Fourteen Holy Helpers, Saint Blaise is believed to have been a fourth 
century bishop of Sebaste in Armenia.  According to legends, during persecutions he 
hid in a cave and blessed sick or wounded animals.  One day a woman brought her 
son with a fishbone stuck in his throat and he cured him.  When he was imprisoned, 
the same woman brought him candles and food.  He was martyred by beheading in 
around 316AD under the Emperor Licinius, after being tortured with a wool comb. 

Relics of Saint Blaise were claimed by Canterbury and at least four miracles 
were recorded at his shrine there, one dated 1451. 

Saint Blaise has become the patron saint of sufferers of throat diseases, and 
from this comes the tradition, on this feast day, of blessing throats.  Father Simon 
will prayer the blessing the throats of all parishioners on Wednesday. 
 

Job Opportunity 
 

Saint Francis’ Catholic Voluntary Academy, Melton Mowbray (part of the St Thomas 
Aquinas Catholic Multi-Academy Trust) has a vacancy for a part time non-teaching 
Deputy Headteacher.  Please visit www.aquinas-cmat.org/vacancies/ for further 
information.  The closing date is Friday 12th February. 
 

Parish Newsletter by email 
 

If you’d like to receive the parish newsletter by email simply email Father Simon at 
simon.gillespie@dioceseofnottingham.uk, asking to be added.  It’s necessary to 
have parishioners’ consent to send the newsletter, and other messages, via email. 
 Likewise if you haven’t filled in a parish census form please consider doing so.  
The form can be found on the forms tab of the parish website.  Without this basic 
contact information it’s not possible for the parish to keep in touch with you. 
 

Financial Support of our Parish 
 

Thank you to those parishioners who give regularly via standing orders.  If you don’t 
do so, please consider what you can give.  Our parish is projected to make a loss of 
almost £25,000 this year, due to the lack of parish hall bookings and the reduction in 
weekly collection income.  If you’ve able to set up a standing order, the details are: 
• Account name: Our Lady of Victories Southwell RCP 
• Sort Code: 30-67-76 • Account number: 45368360 

Many thanks to all our parishioners for your continuing generosity!  



Supporting Newark Foodbank 
 

The following items are especially needed at the moment: 
 

X Tinned carrots 
X Deodorant 

X Toothpaste and toothbrushes 

X Men’s toiletries (including shaving 
items) 

X Toilet rolls
 

Items can be donated at the Co-op, One Stop, and Lloyds Chemist in Southwell. 
 

Nottingham 40 Days for life 2021 
 

40 Days for Life is a peaceful and prayerful way to work for an end to abortion.  In 
Nottingham Diocese, with the support of Bishop Patrick, we have prayed outside the 
abortion facility at the Queen’s Medical Centre during Lent for several years.  Routine 
abortions no longer take place there so last year we prayed at the Stapleford Care 
Centre, which contains a BPAS abortion clinic, until the Covid lockdown meant that 
we could no longer pray outside the clinic. We completed the prayer campaign by 
praying at home. 

During Lent from 17th February to 28th March people in our Diocese are invited 
to pray and fast for an end to abortion.  We planned to return to Stapleford but are 
currently prevented from doing so by lockdown (although the abortion clinic 
continues to see women).  So, we plan to start our 2021 campaign online.  

You are invited to peacefully pray for an hour or more during a 40-day vigil 
running for 12 hours daily during Lent.  Please sign up now to pray with us at  
40daysforlife.com/nottingham, or contact us at 40daysforlifenotts@gmail.com.  
Bishop Patrick will celebrate Mass for us on Thursday 11th February at the Cathedral 
at 7.00pm - if you live near Nottingham (and are not in a high-risk category) please 
do come. You can also follow the Mass online through the cathedral website. 
 

A prayer for life 
 

For all going through difficult pregnancies, we pray for an overwhelming sense of 
hope and joy to fill their lives, and for increased support to be given by their family, 
friends, and local communities.  Lord hear us.	
 

Would you ask your MP to sign a parliamentary motion calling on the Government 
to introduce new guidance on fetal pain.  A new parliamentary motion (EDM 1340) 
is calling on the Government to introduce new guidance on fetal pain.  The evidence 
that babies can feel pain in the womb, and during many abortions, highlights the 



humanity of the unborn child and provides another important reason to introduce 
legislation to protect the unborn child from abortion.  Right To Life UK have set up 
an easy-to-use tool which makes it simple to contact your MP, and ask them to sign 
this motion calling on the Government to introduce new guidance on fetal pain.  It 
only takes 30 seconds using this easy-to-use tool. This tool can be accessed by visiting 
the link: www.righttolife.org.uk/FetalPainMotion 

Right To Life UK have set up and easy to use tool which will enable you to email 
your MP asking them to make it clear to the Government that it should not give into 
demands from the assisted suicide lobby to reconsider the legalisation of assisted 
suicide.  It only takes 30 seconds to email your MP by visiting the link below: 

https://righttolife.org.uk/StopAssistedSuicide 
 

 

Prayers for … 
 

Please remember in your prayers especially: 
X All those affected by the coronavirus outbreak – those infected, those caring for 

them, those who have died, and those who mourn. 
X Canon Giles Goward, Rector of Saint Mary’s seminary, Oscott, who died on 

Thursday 28th January aged 53.  May he rest in peace. 
X Christopher Pearson, Chair of the National Catholic Safeguarding Commissions, 

who died on Thursday 28th January.  May he rest in peace. 
X Sean Moore, brother of Canon Michael Moore in Leicester, who died on suddenly 

on Wednesday 27th January.  May he rest in peace. 
X Deacon Peter Brogan, in the parish of Saint Hugh, Lincoln, who died suddenly on 

Tuesday 26th January; ministering as a deacon for 28 years.  May he rest in peace. 
X Brendan O’Flanagan, who died on Monday 25th January.  May he rest in peace. 
X Graham Dale, who died on Monday 25th January.  May he rest in peace. 
X Bishop Patrick O’Donoghue, Bishop emeritus of Lancaster, who died on Sunday 

24th January.  May he rest in peace. 
X Brother Paul Greaves, a monk of Mount Saint Bernard Abbey, who died on Sunday 

24th January aged 83, and after 58 years of religious life.  May he rest in peace. 
X Gerard Law, who died suddenly on Sunday 17th January.  May he rest in peace. 
X Neil O’Flanagan, who died recently.  May he rest in peace. 
X John Pett, of Saint Wilfrid’s church, Calverton. 
X Clergy of our diocese who are sick at this time: Monsignor Jonathan Moore, 

Canons Michael Moore and Owen O’Neill, Fathers John Cairns, Anthony 
Colebrook, John Daley IC, Hugh Doherty, James Hannigan, Peter Harvey, 
Christopher Hogan, James Lynch, Frank McLaughlin, Robert Rutledge, Michael 
Tutcher; Deacons Tom Berrie, Stephen Doona, Bill Hutchinson and Robin Pollard.  



Masses and Services this week 
 

Saturday 30th January Saturday Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
  No morning Mass 
    Fourth Sunday of the Year 

Racial Justice Sunday – and Collection 
S 6.00pm Mass  Scott Thomas RIP (9th anniversary) 
Sunday 31st January Fourth Sunday of the Year 
C 10.45am Mass  John Hodgkinson RIP (Wilkes) 
Monday 1st February Feria 
  Mass  John Newman RIP (80th birthday) 
Tuesday 2nd February Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
  Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
Wednesday 3rd February Memorial of Saint Blaise, bishop and martyr 
  Mass  Joseph Mulholland RIP 
Thursday 4th February Memorial of Saint Gilbert of Sempringham 
  Mass  Brendan O’Flanagan RIP 
Friday 5th February Memorial of Saint Agatha, martyr 
  Mass  Auntie Mary RIP 
Saturday 6th February Memorial of Saints Paul Miki and Companions 
  No morning Mass 

Collection for Racial Justice Sunday 
    Fifth Sunday of the Year 
S 6.00pm Mass  Mary Back RIP 
Sunday 7th February Fifth Sunday of the Year 
C 10.45am Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
 

Readings at Masses this week 
 

Sunday Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 94(95):1-2.6-9; 1 Corinthians 7:32-35; 
  Mark 1:21-28 
Monday Hebrews 11:32-40; Psalm 30(31):20-24; Mark 5:1-20 
Tuesday Hebrews 2:14-18; Psalm 23(24):7-10; Luke 2:22-40 
Wednesday Hebrews 12:4-7.11-15; Psalm 102(103):1-2.13-14.17-18; Mark 6:1-6 
Thursday Hebrews 12:18-19.21-14; Psalm 47(48):2-4.9-11; Mark 6:7-13 
Friday Hebrews 13:1-8; Psalm 26(27):1.3.5.8-9; Mark 6:14-29 
Saturday Hebrews 13:15-17.20-21; Psalm 22(23); Mark 6:30-34 


