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31st July and 1st August 2021 : Eighteenth Sunday of the Year 
 

 

On Wednesday we celebrate the memorial of Saint John Mary Vianney, the patron 
saint of priests.  Here he reflects on how, priests and people, we might pray: 

Consider a Christian’s treasure is not on earth, it is in heaven.  Well then, our 
thoughts should turn to where our treasure is.  Man has a noble task: that of prayer 
and love.  Prayer is nothing else than union with God.  When the heart is pure and 
united with God it is consoled and filled with sweetness; it is dazzled by a marvellous 
light.  In this intimate union God and the soul are like two pieces of wax moulded 
into one; they cannot any more be separated.  It is a very wonderful thing, this union 
of God with his insignificant creature, a happiness passing all understanding.  We had 
deserved to be left incapable of praying; but God in his goodness has permitted us 
to speak to him. Our prayer is an incense that is delightful to God. 

Our hearts are small, but prayer enlarges them and renders them capable of 
loving God.  Prayer is a foretaste of heaven, an overflowing of heaven.  It never leaves 
us without sweetness; it is like honey, it descends into the soul and sweetens 
everything.  In a prayer well made, troubles vanish like snow under the rays of the 
sun.  Prayer makes time seem to pass quickly, and so pleasantly that one fails to 
notice how long it is.  There are those who lose themselves in prayer, like a fish in 
water, because they are absorbed in God.  There is no division in their hearts.  How 
I love those noble souls! 

As for ourselves, how often do we come to church without thinking what we 
are going to do or for what we are going to ask?  And yet, when we go to call upon 
someone, we have no difficulty in remembering why it was we came.  Some appear 
as if they were about to say to God: ‘I am just going to say a couple of words, so I can 
get away quickly.’ I often think that when we come to adore our Lord we should get 
all we ask if we asked for it with a lively faith and a pure heart.  



Coming to Mass 
 

In the current partial lockdown public Mass is available on Saturday in Southwell at 
6.00pm and on Sunday in Calverton at 10.45am.  Currently we are precluded from 
social interaction in church (outside of our bubble), and recommended not to linger 
too long outside of church.  We can come to church with a maximum (including priest 
and stewards) of 24 people in Southwell and 30 people in Calverton. 

To book a place telephone Kathleen and Robert Dixon on 01636 813874, at any 
reasonable time from 8.30am Monday morning until 4.30pm Friday afternoon; if 
there’s no reply leave a message with your name and number, or try ringing again a 
few minutes later.  Don’t use any other number to contact Kathleen and Robert, and 
please also note: 
X A place needs to be booked for each individual who plans to attend; 
X You’ll be asked to provide a telephone number, to be passed onto Public Health 

England if needed as part of the ‘Test and Trace’ system; 
X Sunday Masses bookings can be made during the preceding week only. 

 
What to expect when coming to Mass 

 

In order to comply with the Bishop’s guidelines on celebrating Masses in the covid-
19 period there’ll be some differences in that way we come to Mass and the way 
Mass is celebrated.  Please follow these directions, and recognise that those asking 
you to follow the directions are volunteers themselves: 
 

X Please don’t attend if you show any symptoms of covid-19; 
X Try to arrive no earlier than half an hour before Mass, and no later than ten 

minutes before Mass, to allow time for each person to enter one-by-one; 
X Enter via the car park and follow the one-way signs, waiting at two metre distances 

in front of the church door if others have arrived before you; 
X The congregation is strongly recommended to mask to wear throughout the time 

in church, except when receiving Holy Communion; the mask should be worn so 
as to fully and snugly cover the wearer’s mouth and nose; 

X Please use the hand-sanitiser (provided) on arrival; 
X Please take one of the Mass Sheets, and a Newsletter, and take them home with 

you after Mass; 
X Put your weekly offering into the basket in the narthex; 
X There won’t be any holy water available, the repository will be closed, and there 

are no Catholic papers currently available; 



X Please sit on the seat to which you are directed, following the one-way system; 
seating is at two-metre intervals (in Southwell couples can sit next to each other, 
and families in a single pew; in Calverton the chairs have been laid out singularly); 

X Please avoid any contact with other parishioners; don’t speak unless necessary; 
X Only the disabled toilet will be available for use, and only if absolutely necessary.  

If you do use the toilet, please do so before you are seated, and then go to your 
seat (in Southwell, by exiting the hall lobby, walking around the side of the church, 
and re-entering the church through the main door, following the one-way system); 

X Windows and some doors will be open to enable as much ventilation as possible; 
X The Mass Sheet will explain the changes in the way Mass is celebrated, especially: 

o There will be no congregational singing; 
o Responses will be made with quiet voices; 
o There will be no ministries (eg altar servers, readers) during Mass; 
o There will be no sign of peace; 

X After Mass you will be invited to receive Holy Communion; then exit the church 
following the one-way system, out into the car park, and leave immediately. 

X Please don’t linger too long, or with too many others, in the car park after Mass, 
tempting as it is to chat with fellow parishioners! 

X Please dress appropriately for the weather and temperature, noting that the 
necessary ventilation in church can produce draughts. 

 
NHS Covid-19 App and the QR Code in Church 

 

If you have a smart-phone please scan the QR code as you come in to either church, 
enabling you to ‘check in’ and assisting with the Government’s Track and Trace 
system.  Please note this is in addition to booking a place at Mass, and not instead – 
please continue to book for Mass as well! 
 

Covid Precautions : A Reminder 
 

X An effective vaccine is the best way to protect people from coronavirus and will 
save thousands of lives. 

X Following extensive safety trials and authorisation by the independent medicines’ 
regulator, the MHRA, effective covid-19 vaccines are available in the UK for free. 

X It is essential that everyone continues to stay at home if possible to protect the 
NHS and save lives.  Follow the link to make a vaccine booking: 

https://www.swiftqueue.co.uk/nottinghamc19vpatient.php?fbclid=IwAR0nHe0lf
ONdVaFT8vwQIDjb5UQJ0_DQbEjxdLAkEdqdeGlHHATF35ENOEI  



Parishioners’ thoughts about easing covid-19 restrictions 
 

Thank you to those further parishioners who have suggested ways in which we might 
ease the restrictions in our two churches, whilst ensuring that they both remain safe 
places in which parishioners feel comfortable to come to Mass or to spend some 
time in prayer. 

X With the change of clergy at the end of August it would not be sensible to 
reintroduce all ministries at this time, but to wait until the new pattern of 
Masses is established. 

X Hand sanitisers at the church doors for all to use is a must to continue as well 
as for priests before Holy Communion distribution. 

X Holy Communion should not be given on the tongue, only on the hand. 
X Regarding singing in church, there has been evidence of choirs contracting the 

virus after singing together. Even wearing face masks shows some evidence of 
droplets escaping into the air and may depend on type of face mask used.  It is 
too early for this to be reinstated. 

X We will probably need to keep some stewards as cleaning still needs to be 
carried out. 

X Could we keep some social distancing and maybe reduce it to 1.5 metres?  If 
the one way system goes it will be important to keep some form of it. 

X Agree most definitely no sign of peace - a link to contamination. 
X We would hope that those parishioners feeling comfortable with the lifting of 

restrictions would be happy to maintain some social distancing and mask 
wearing in church, knowing that others could continue feeling safe. 

X Bearing in mind that masks protect the "other person" more than the wearer, 
could those who choose not to wear a mask be asked to show consideration 
and respect for those who feel and are vulnerable, by wearing a mask in church 
and could this be added to the newsletter? 

 

In light of the comments received, and the Bishop’s directives, and with the need to 
both make some steps towards reopening, whilst keeping parishioners feeling safe, 
the following changes will be made from 1st August: 

X Seating to be reduced from 2 metres to 1.5 metres distancing; 
X The outdoor one-way system to be discontinued; 
X Holy Communion to be distributed at the usual time during Mass, not at the 

end of Mass, allowing parishioners time for Thanksgiving before the Prayer 
after Communion. 

Please continue to encourage parishioners to return to Mass and our churches!  



Ways to continue to participate in the life of the Church 
 

The readings and prayers for Mass each day can be found here: 
• https://universalis.com/europe.england.nottingham/mass.htm 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from our Cathedral in Nottingham at the following times: 
• Sundays and Saturdays: 10am; Weekdays: 1pm 

The link to the televised Mass is here: 
• http://www.stbarnabascathedral.org.uk/01_Community/livestream.html 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from the National Shrine and Minor Basilica of Our Lady in 
Walsingham each day at 12 noon: 
• http://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream 

 

Mass, celebrated by Bishop Patrick, will be broadcast from his chapel at Bishop’s 
House during the week, on various days and at various times: 
• www.youtube.com/channel/UCaf7upUMsn3Kl8GD79FotjQ/featured?fbclid=I

wAR1JRpqkdO0rHZY98bsnSC_N9TKbvSKXv0L5bT4yVCcMTHaVmAwaW4g-rAk 
 

A Livestream from the Grotto in Lourdes can be followed each day, with Mass 
broadcast in English at 9.00am (8.00am our time) each morning, and the Rosary, 
together with other prayers and devotions, in various languages, during the day: 
• https://www.lourdes-france.org/en/tv-lourdes/ 

 

Resources for children and young people can be found via the Nottingham Diocesan 
Catholic Youth Service’s (NDCYS) website: 
• https://ndcys.com 
• https://www.youtube.com/ndcyslive 

 

There are ideas for children’s liturgy on Cafod’s website: 
• https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

 

For children of primary school age the Mark 10 Mission gives a reflection for each 
Sunday’s Gospel, and a challenge for the week ahead: 
• https://www.themark10mission.co.uk/ 

 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for August 
 

Intention for evangelization - The Church 
Let us pray for the Church, that She may receive from the Holy Spirit the grace and 
strength to reform herself in the light of the Gospel.  



A Spiritual Communion 
 

Spiritual Communion is the heartfelt desire to receive Our Lord, even when we are 
unable to do so.  If you are live-streaming the Mass, or praying the texts of the Mass, 
when it comes to the time for receiving Holy Communion pray instead the prayer: 
 

From Saint Alphonsus Liguori: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love 

you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot at this 
moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I 

embrace you as being already there and unite myself wholly to you.  Never permit 
me to be separated from you.  Amen. 

 
Prayer during the Coronavirus Pandemic 

 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope.  We 
entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.  At the foot of the Cross you 

participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.  You, Salvation of the Roman 
People, know what we need.  We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you 

did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial.  
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do 
what Jesus tells us: He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows 

to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection.  Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.  Do not despise our 
pleas – we who are put to the test and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and 

blessed Virgin.  Amen. 
 

A Prayer to my Guardian Angel when I can’t get to Mass 
 

Dear Guardian Angel, go for me to the church, there kneel down at Mass for me.  
At the Offertory, take me to God, and offer him my service: what I am, what I have, 

offer as my gift.  At the Consecration, with your seraphic strength, adore my 
Saviour truly present, praying for those who have loved me, for those who have 

offended me, and for those now deceased, that the blood of Jesus may purify them 
all.  During Holy Communion, bring to me the Body and Blood of Jesus uniting him 
with me in spirit, so that my heart may become his dwelling place.  Plead with him, 
that through his sacrifice all people throughout the world may be saved.  When the 

Mass ends, bring home to me and to every home, the Lord's blessing.  Amen. 



Feast of the Transfiguration – Friday 6th August 
 

From a sermon on the transfiguration of the Lord by 
Anastasius of Sinai, bishop. 
 

Upon Mount Tabor, Jesus revealed to his disciples 
a heavenly mystery.  While living among them he 
had spoken of the kingdom and of his second 
coming in glory, but to banish from their hearts any 
possible doubt concerning the kingdom and to 
confirm their faith in what lay in the future by its 
prefiguration in the present, he gave them on 
Mount Tabor a wonderful vision of his glory, a 
foreshadowing of the kingdom of heaven. It was as 
if he said to them: “As time goes by you may be in 

danger of losing your faith.  To save you from this I tell you now that some standing 
here listening to me will not taste death until they have seen the Son of Man coming 
in the glory of his Father.”  Moreover, in order to assure us that Christ could 
command such power when he wished, the evangelist continues: Six days later, Jesus 
took with him Peter, James and John, and led them up a high mountain where they 
were alone.  There, before their eyes, he was transfigured. His face shone like the 
sun, and his clothes became as white as light. Then the disciples saw Moses and Elijah 
appear, and they were talking to Jesus.  

These are the divine wonders we celebrate today; this is the saving revelation 
given us upon the mountain; this is the festival of Christ that has drawn us here.  Let 
us listen, then, to the sacred voice of God so compellingly calling us from on high, 
from the summit of the mountain, so that with the Lord’s chosen disciples we may 
penetrate the deep meaning of these holy mysteries, so far beyond our capacity to 
express.  Jesus goes before us to show us the way, both up the mountain and into 
heaven, and – I speak boldly – it is for us now to follow him with all speed, yearning 
for the heavenly vision that will give us a share in his radiance, renew our spiritual 
nature and transform us into his own likeness, making us for ever sharers in his 
Godhead and raising us to heights as yet undreamed of. 

Let us run with confidence and joy to enter into the cloud like Moses and Elijah, 
or like James and John. Let us be caught up like Peter to behold the divine vision and 
to be transfigured by that glorious transfiguration. Let us retire from the world, stand 
aloof from the earth, rise above the body, detach ourselves from creatures and turn 
to the creator, to whom Peter in ecstasy exclaimed: Lord, it is good for us to be here.  



Forthcoming Events in our parish and wider community 
 

The Society of Saint Gregory’s Summer School of Liturgy and Music will take place 
from Wednesday 4th – Friday 6th August, via Zoom.  This year’s theme is: ‘The God 
Who Speaks: Celebrating, living and sharing God’s Word.’  Speakers include: Sister 
Margaret Atkins, Fleur Dorrell, Bob Hurd, Nicholas King SJ, David McLoughlin, Dan 
Schutte and Dr Gemma Simmonds CJ – who will explore all the different ways that 
God speaks to us.  Bishop Peter Brignall, the initiator of ‘The God Who Speaks’, will 
introduce the two days of prayer, contemplation, discussion and debate – and there 
will be liturgies with music.  Further details, and online booking, are available at 
www.ssg.org.uk/summer-school-2021/ or by emailing bookings@ssg.org.uk 
 

Faith and Reason: A Catholic Integration: A residential summer course exploring the 
relationship of faith with philosophy, science and culture, and particularly helpful for 
catechists and teachers fielding commonly-asked questions around Catholicism, as 
well as anyone wishing to deepen their understanding of the Catholic Faith.  The 
summer course will run from Thursday 5th – Sunday 8th August.  For more info and 
to register please follow the link: 

https://christianheritagecentre.com/events/faith-and-reason/ 
 

What shall we say the Kingdom of God is like?  Growing Caritas close to home, on 
Monday 9th August from 7.00pm until 8.30pm.  Whether you are already a Friend in 
Caritas or are interested to find out more, join this workshop.  We’ll gather on Zoom 
from across the diocese, but spend time in breakout rooms with people from our 
own (county) Hub.  We'll get to know each other a little and share our hopes for life 
after lockdown.  And we'll explore: 
• What the Friends in Caritas scheme can offer you and your parish - and what 

you might be able to offer fellow Friends; 
• How the local Hub can help your parish rebuild after lockdown, and meet the 

needs the pandemic has revealed; 
• How to build foundations to underpin vibrant Catholic social action for the long 

term, locally and globally. 
If you’re away on holiday or can’t make it on 9th August, don't worry - there will be 
plenty more chances to get involved.  Sign up here: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeo_HXPcOuHQUG2b3fsHqOmQOZ

3EslGuBEpjglpHcyBMj9UWg/viewform 
 

A Virtual Zoom Youth and Young People’s Seminar (16-23 years of age) is being held 
on Tuesday 10th August, arranged by the Knights of Saint Columba.  Six distinguished 



speakers will speak on the following topics: Mental Health; Faith and Young People; 
Understanding Religious life and Religious Orders; Understanding Finance; 
Understanding Canon Law; Knife Crimes, it’s consequences from a Judicial 
perspective; Laudato Si – Our Environment and Young People.  Applications can be 
made through the Knights of Saint Columba Head Office by emailing: 
headoffice@ksc.org.uk .  A full programme will be sent out to every applicant. 
 

The annual March for Life UK will be held on Saturday 4th September in London.  
More information can be found at www.marchforlife.co.uk 
 

A Gidea Park Study Morning – The Cry of Creation Exploring the Encyclical Laudato 
Si  will be held on Saturday 4th September at 11.00am.  As the United Nations Climate 
Change Conference (COP 26), to be held in Glasgow in November, draws nearer, and 
at a time of unprecedented danger for the world, the 2015 encyclical of Pope Francis, 
Laudato si, on care for our ‘common home’, could not be more relevant.  Father 
Ashley Beck, a priest of the Archdiocese of Southwell, based in Beckenham, will 
explore its contents and explain its crucial relevance. 
For access to this free live stream event go to www.whatgoodnews.org and follow 
the instructions.  No registration is needed, and talks will be available subsequently 
on www.whatgoodnews.org 
 

The Cry of Creation Laudato Si' in a nutshell, six years on, and its challenge to us in 
the Diocese of Nottingham, will be held on Monday 6th September, 7.00pm - 
8.30pm.  Whether it’s climate change or the depletion of wildlife, news is coming in 
thick and fast of the changes our planet is undergoing.  The world’s poorest, who are 
least responsible, are being hardest hit - but all of us are beginning to feel the impact.  
This interactive webinar will be a curtain-raiser for the launch of the diocesan 
environmental programme on 20th November.  To book a place visit: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAvc-
Gorj4rH9Fh9M8cHurBpAKfcdzi3lwp 

 

The annual McMillan World’s Biggest Coffee Morning 
will take place on Saturday 18th September  from 8.30am 
until 100pm in the Methodist church hall, Prebend 
Passage, Southwell.  There will be plenty of things to do, 
including: fresh coffee or tea and delicious home made 
cakes; pre-owned items, books, jig-saws and family 
games; children / toddler pre-loved items; garden plants; 
games.  Covid-19 precautions will be in place. 



YouCan – a Retreat for Catholic Families at Alton Castle will be held over the 
weekend of 24th and 25th September.  The Young Catholic Adult Network, YouCan, is 
a grouping of young Catholic adults aged between 18 and 35, living in the UK, 
together with organisations that work with them.  It aims to bring all young Catholics 
together.  For more information on YouCan, or to book on the retreat at Alton Castle 
in September follow the link: https://youngcatholicadultnetwork.uk  

 
Additional Clergy Moves 

 

Since the list published in the newsletter on 11th July, Bishop Patrick has made the 
following, additional moves: 

X Father Simon Gillespie, who will become the Bishop’s Private Secretary in 
addition to being Episcopal Vicar for Catholic Education, Defender of the Bond 
in the Tribunal, Editor of the Diocesan Yearbook and the Diocesan Ordo, as well 
as compiler of Diocesan Statistics and Deputy Director of the Diocesan Lourdes 
Pilgrimage. 

X Father John Kyne, who with Father Marc Besana, on loan to us from the 
Diocese of Cadiz in the Philippines, as Assistant Priest, will also become the 
Parish Priest of Saint Patrick, Forest Town, with Saint George, Rainworth, in 
addition to being Parish Priest of Saint Philip Neri, Mansfield, and Saint Joseph, 
Shirebrook with Saint Theresa, Market Warsop, and Saint Bernadette, 
Bolsover. 

X Father Paul Nellikulam, who will become the Parish Priest of Christ the King, 
Alfreton, and Saint Patrick and Saint Brigid, Clay Cross. 

X Canon Michael O’Donoghue, who, with the assistance of Father Peter Ingman 
and a third priest arriving from India, will become Parish Priest of Saint Joseph, 
New Ollerton, and of Our Lady of Victories, Southwell, and Saint Anthony, 
Calverton, as well as being Parish Priest of Holy Trinity, Newark. 

X Canon Philipp Ziomek will have pastoral care of Saint Anthony, Calverton, as 
well as being Parish Priest of Good Shepherd, Woodthorpe, until such time as 
Saint Anthony can be formally joined to Good Shepherd parish, and Our Lady 
of Victories, Southwell, can be formally joined to Holy Trinity parish, Newark. 

Please keep all these priests, together with the communities they are leaving and the 
communities they will serve, in your prayers over the coming weeks. 
 

Father Simon will be leaving the parish to move to Bishop’s House at the end of 
August; the exact timetable will be published when he has his final exam dates and 
has been told whether the exams are being held in Belgium or in the UK.  



Community Organising Events from Nottingham Citizens 
 

Nottingham Citizens is an alliance of faith, education and voluntary organisations 
working together for justice and the common good.  Two Catholic parishes are 
members - the Cathedral and Holy Spirit, West Bridgford - and others are welcome 
to join.  Two opportunities are coming up to get involved: 

X Saturday 7th August, 10.30am-1.00pm: a summer picnic in St Anne’s Park, with 
a focus on low pay and mental health; 

X Saturday 6th November, 9.30am-4.30pm: ‘How to make change’, an 
introduction to Community Organising through ‘five steps to social change’ 

For more information visit: https://linktr.ee/nottinghamcitizens 
 

Mental Health Awareness Courses 
 

Nottinghamshire County Council has commissioned Harmless to deliver a range of 
Mental Health Awareness and Suicide prevention accredited courses.  The training 
is free and provides a certificate on completion.  The details are: 

X Wednesday 25th August, 1.00pm-5.00pm 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/free-module-1-mental-health-suicide-
awareness-online-nottinghamshire-tickets-163479011123?aff=ebdsoporgprofile 

X Thursday 2nd September, 1.00pm-5.00pm 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/free-module-1-mental-health-suicide-
awareness-online-nottinghamshire-tickets-163479677115?aff=ebdsoporgprofile 

X Tuesday 14th  September, 9.00am-1.00pm 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/free-module-1-mental-health-suicide-
awareness-online-nottinghamshire-tickets-163481011105?aff=ebdsoporgprofile 
Module 1 is a half-day session for those involved in a community scheme or activity 
about mental health or suicide prevention for adults (18+), all are welcome to attend.  
The learning outcomes include: 
• Define the term mental health, using the mental health continuum 
• Recognise the signs of mental ill-health and suicide risk 
• Explore the links between physical and mental health 
• Increase awareness of the impact of attitudes and beliefs that lead to stigma 

and discrimination around mental ill-health and suicide 
• Understand the Five Ways to Wellbeing and Safe to Talk about Suicide 
• Increase confidence in having a conversation with someone in distress and 

supporting them to seek help 
• Understanding the wider impact of emotional distress on friends and family  



Support of the Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes 
 

Bishop Patrick has written to each priest in our diocese this week with the following 
information from Lourdes, and a request: 

I have received a letter from Bishop Antoine Herouard, the Apostolic Delegate 
for the Lourdes Sanctuary.  He explains that urgent work has become necessary in 
the Upper Basilica, the Crypt Chapel, and particularly the belltower and spire.  A 
century of Pyrenees weather has taken its toll on the stonework, the buttresses, the 
architectural carvings, and other areas.  The Shrine team also want to take the 
opportunity to bring the Upper Basilica up to 21st century pilgrim expectations, with 
new heating, wiring, sound, disabled access, etc. 
 Bishop Antoine argues, and I agree, that Lourdes is now more relevant than 
ever as an international place of healing, prayer and contemplation.  Our diocese has 
been involved in Diocesan Pilgrimages to Lourdes for about ninety years, and 
parishes, chaplaincies, diocesan organisations and individuals have all experienced 
the very special atmosphere of the Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes. 
 As clergy, please give what you can to the Lourdes Fundraising Campaign.  In 
your parishes I am very conscious that, given the difficult financial times many 
parishioners are currently living through, you would not wish to take a second 
collection.  Instead, you may wish, in consultation with your parishioners, to make a 
donation from parish funds, and to ask parishioners, if they wish to do so, to make 
personal donations. 
 

In light of this letter Father Simon is making the following 
suggestion: 

X That as a parish we have an entirely voluntary collection 
at Masses around the time of the Solemnity of the 
Assumption, Sunday 15th August, with parishioners able to 
give a donation up until the end of that week (either in the 
collection basket at the back of church, or in an envelope 
with the intention clearly marked); 

X That the parish matches whatever money is received, in 
order to double the size of the donation; 

X That when Father Simon is next in Lourdes (likely to be at the end of this year, 
or perhaps in February 2022) he will offer Mass at the Grotto in Lourdes for 
the intentions of all those parishioners who have supported the collection. 

To start the collection Father Simon will donate £25 to this collection appeal. 
May Our Lady of Lourdes pray for each one of us!  



The events in Lourdes took place over 160 years ago.  But, like the Gospel, which 
itself is almost 2000 years old, they are as relevant today as ever.  They beckon us on 
to a place we have not yet reached.  We need to open our hearts to the Good News, 
to become the contemporaries of the Gospel today.  God approaches ever closer, 
the Kingdom of Heaven is in our midst. 
 Travelling on Pilgrimage to Lourdes is an opportunity for us to return to the 
roots of these events, to Mary and to Bernadette.  The hubbub we experience in our 
own hectic lives, in our anxieties and in our concerns, blocks out the words of eternal 
love that passed in the silent encounter between these two young women.  It will be 
good for us to rediscover Bernadette, the first witness of Lourdes, in whom we 
recognise the face of Mary and the Paschal candle illuminated with the light of the 
Holy Spirit.  After focusing on the Virgin of the Magnificat, we return to the young 
Bernadette.  “Have you seen this child?” Monsignor Laurence asked members of the 
Commission during the investigation into the authenticity of the events at Lourdes.  
Look at Bernadette and listen to her, welcome the light that shines from the dark 
recess of the rock, and embrace the silence that enables us to hear the Word of God. 
 With Bernadette, let us be attentive to the Virgin of Silence, who brings us the 
Word from a God of Love, our Creator and Saviour.  The ‘message’ of Lourdes is none 
other than the Good News, announced to the poor and entrusted to them. 

At Cana, Mary is attentive to the needs of others; she is in reality listening to 
God’s plan, who wishes to be reunited, through Jesus, with a humanity in decline.  
Mary knows that, without God, this world lacks foundation or meaning.  She knows 
that this world is the fruit of love and that it needs to live in love to survive.  Mary 
knows that this world, through mankind, must draw its life from the Covenant with 
its Creator; Mary is listening, she is always available.  She is able to say, “May it be 
done to me according to your word”, and to say to the servants at the wedding feast: 
Do whatever He tells you. 

Jesus can respond to Mary’s request because she has opened herself fully to 
His path of trust.  She is the first disciple of Jesus.  As the Son trusts in the Father 
from whom He receives everything, Mary trusts in Jesus who has come to fulfil the 
will of the Father; He becomes his brothers’ servant. “I have set you an example, that 
you should do as I have done for you (Jn 13:15).  Like Mary and Bernadette, are we 
not all, invited above all to be silent and to listen?  Then the youngest, the poorest, 
the most frail, the Bernadettes of today will seem to us to be the privileged ones, 
those who are able to teach us what is important, those things invisible to the eye, 
but seen clearly with the heart.  



Parish Newsletter by e-mail 
 

To receive the parish newsletter electronically ask to be added to the mailing list by 
emailing Father Simon at olvsouthwell.stacalverton@dioceseofnottingham.uk.  
Under the data protection laws it isn’t possible to contact parishioners without their 
explicit consent: please consider completing a census form if you haven’t already. 
 

Financial Support of our Parish 
 

Thank you to those parishioners who give regularly via standing orders.  If you don’t 
do so, please consider what you can give, and if you can the details are: 
• Account name: Our Lady of Vic, Southwell RCP 
• Sort Code: 30-67-76 
• Account number: 45368360 

Many thanks to all our parishioners for your continuing generosity! 
 

Supporting Newark Foodbank 
 

Items can be donated at the Co-op, One Stop, and Lloyds Chemist in Southwell: 
X Tinned cold meat 

X Instant mashed potato 
X Tinned or microwaveable sponge 

puddings 

X Washing-up liquid 
X Shampoo 
X Deodorant 

X Hand wash and soap bars 
 

A reflection from ‘Marriage Matters’ 
 

Jesus will give us courage and strength 
The readings today focus very much on God’s love and care for each of us.  Our 
relationship at times can be challenged by something like a serious physical or 
mental illness, making it very hard to communicate.  At such times, if we dig deep, 
we will find the trust we have in Jesus.  This can pull us through together. 
 

A prayer for life 
 

We pray for all unborn children diagnosed with disabilities, we pray for protection 
for them and their mothers from the pressures of society to have an abortion, and 
that they would instead experience overwhelming support by all who surround 
them.  Lord hear us.     Also visit: www.righttolife.org.uk/news  



Prayer for The Year of the Word 
 

Living God, you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears 

and shows us how to live for one another. 
Send us the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds 

so that we may be your witnesses throughout the world.  Amen. 
 

V. Your word is our path and your truth is our light. 
R. This day and every day. 

 

Our Lady of the Annunciation : Pray for us. 
Saint Matthew : Pray for us.   Saint Jerome : Pray for us. 

 
 

Prayer in the Year of Saint Joseph 
 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father 
and guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 
and defend us from every evil.  Amen. 

 
Prayers for … 

 

Please remember in your prayers especially: 
X Eileen Turner, a parishioner in Calverton who died on Friday 9th July, and whose 

Requiem Mass will be celebrated in the Good Shepherd church, Arnold, at 
10.30am on Monday 2nd August.  May she rest in peace. 

X Kai Gardner-Pugh, a 14-year-old student in Saint Bede’s Catholic school, 
Scunthorpe, who tragically drowned at the end of term. 

X Becky Bennett, a parishioner in Southwell. 
X Clergy of our diocese who are sick at this time: Monsignori Martin Cummins, 

Jonathan Moore; Canon Michael Moore; Fathers John Cairns, John Daley IC, Hugh 
Doherty, Paul Entwhistle, Kevin Gradwell, James Hannigan, Peter Harvey, 
Christopher Hogan, James Lynch, Frank McLaughlin, Robert Rutledge, Patrick 
O’Doherty, Michael Tutcher; Deacons Tom Berrie, Stephen Doona, Bill Hutchinson.  



Masses this week 
 

C = Saint Anthony’s church, Calverton; S = Our Lady of Victories’ church Southwell 
 

Saturday 31st July Memorial of Saint Ignatius Loyola, priest 
 No morning Mass 
   Eighteenth Sunday of the Year 
S 6.00pm Mass Barbara Pearson RIP & Tom Sills RIP 
Sunday 1st August Eighteenth Sunday of the Year 
C 10.45am Mass Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
Monday 2nd August Feria 
C 9.00am Mass Eileen Turner RIP, and family (funeral day) 
Tuesday 3rd August Feria 
C 9.00am Mass Brendan O’Flanagan RIP 
Wednesday 4th August Memorial of Saint John Vianney, patron of priests 
S 9.00am Mass Sabina May Crosse RIP 
Thursday 5th August Feria 
C 9.00am Mass Helen Foley RIP 
Friday 6th August Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord 
S 9.00am Mass Neil O’Flanagan RIP 
Saturday 7th August Saturday Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 No morning Mass 
   Nineteenth Sunday of the Year 
S 6.00pm Mass Mary Back RIP 
Sunday 8th August Nineteenth Sunday of the Year 
C 10.45am Mass Benedict Peter Connery RIP (first anniversary) 
 

Readings at Masses this week 
 

Sunday Exodus 16:2-4.12-15; Psalm 77(78):3-4.23-25.54; 
  Ephesians 4:17.20-24; John 6:24-35 
Monday Numbers 11:4-15; Psalm 80(81):12-17; Matthew 14:13-21 
Tuesday Numbers 12:1-13; Psalm 50(51):3-7.12-13; Matthew 14:22-36 
Wednesday Numbers 13:1-2.25-14:1.26-29.34-35; 
  Psalm 105(106):6-7.13-14.21-23; Matthew 15:21-28 
Thursday Numbers 20:1-13; Psalm 94(95):1-2.6-9; Matthew 16:13-23 
Friday Daniel 7:9-10.13-14; Psalm 96(97):1-2.5-6.9; Mark 9:2-10 
Saturday Deuteronomy 6:4-13; Psalm 17(18):2-4.47.51; Matthew 17:14-20 


