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19th and 20th September 2020 : Twenty-fifth Sunday of the Year 
 

 

Tomorrow (Monday) is the feast of Saint Matthew, one of Jesus’ disciples, a reformed 
tax collector, and the author of the first Gospel in the New Testament.  In this Year of 
the Word we do well not only to read the bible, but to reflect on the lives of those 
who, under Divine inspiration, wrote the texts through which we hear God’s voice.  
Here’s a reflection on Saint Matthew written by the English Saint Bede the Venerable 
(672-735), together with Caravaggio’s ‘The Inspiration of Saint Matthew’ (1602). 

 

Jesus saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax 
office, and he said to him: Follow me.  Jesus saw 
Matthew, not merely in the usual sense, but more 
significantly with his merciful understanding of 
men. 

He saw the tax collector and, because he saw 
him through the eyes of mercy and chose him, he 
said to him: Follow me.  This following meant 
imitating the pattern of his life – not just walking 
after him.  Saint John tells us: Whoever says he 
abides in Christ ought to walk in the same way in 
which he walked. 

And he rose and followed him.  There is no 
reason for surprise that the tax collector 
abandoned earthly wealth as soon as the Lord 



commanded him.  Nor should one be amazed that neglecting his wealth, he joined a 
band of men whose leader had, on Matthew’s assessment, no riches at all.  Our Lord 
summoned Matthew by speaking to him in words.  By an invisible, interior impulse 
flooding his mind with the light of grace, he instructed him to walk in his footsteps.  
In this way Matthew could understand that Christ, who was summoning him away 
from earthly possessions, had incorruptible treasures of heaven in his gift. 

As he sat at table in the house, behold many tax collectors and sinners came 
and sat down with Jesus and his disciples.  This conversion of one tax collector gave 
many men, those from his own profession and other sinners, an example of 
repentance and pardon.  Notice also the happy and true anticipation of his future 
status as apostle and teacher of the nations.  No sooner was he converted than 
Matthew drew after him a whole crowd of sinners along the same road to salvation.  
He took up his appointed duties while still taking his first steps in the faith, and from 
that hour he fulfilled his obligation and thus grew in merit.  To see a deeper 
understanding of the great celebration Matthew held at his house, we must realise 
that he not only gave a banquet for the Lord at his earthly residence, but far more 
pleasing was the banquet set in his own heart which he provided through faith and 
love.  Our Saviour attests to this: Behold I stand at the door and knock; if anyone 
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he 
with me. 

On hearing Christ’s voice, we open the door to receive him, as it were, when 
we freely assent to his promptings and when we give ourselves over to doing what 
must be done.  Christ, since he dwells in the hearts of his chosen ones through the 
grace of his love, enters so that he might eat with us and we with him.  He ever 
refreshes us by the light of his presence insofar as we progress in our devotion to 
and longing for the things of heaven.  He himself is delighted by such a pleasing 
banquet. 
 

Change of email address 
 

Clergy in the diocese now have new email addresses, to increase email security and 
to help comply with data protection legislation.  Accordingly neither the parish email 
(olv.rcchurch@gmail.com) nor Father Simon’s email (simon@nottinghamcatholic.com) 
will be operative.  Please use this new email address with immediate effect: 

simon.gillespie@dioceseofnottingham.uk 
for both Father Simon and for the parish.  Hopefully it will be possible to have a new 
parish email address in due course also. 



Coming back to Mass 
 

Many of our parishioners have now come back to Mass, some each week, and some 
periodically to help allow space for others to come on other Sundays.  It’s very good 
to see all those who have come back, and to see new faces each Sunday.  Even with 
the Government’s new ‘rule of six’ announced last Monday there is no change to our 
Mass routines: we are still able to come to church with a maximum (including priest 
and stewards) of 20 in Southwell and 24 in Calverton. 

To book a place telephone Kathleen and Robert Dixon on 01636 813874, at any 
reasonable time from Monday morning until Friday evening; if there’s no reply leave 
a message, with your name and number, and they’ll return your call.  Please note: 
X A place needs to be booked for each individual who plans to attend; 
X You’ll be asked to provide a telephone number, to be passed onto Public Health 

England if needed as part of the ‘Test and Trace’ system.  Providing your telephone 
number is now a requirement; 

X For Sunday Masses bookings can be made only during the preceding week, from 
Monday morning, until Friday evening, running up to the Sunday Mass booked. 

 

What to expect when coming to Mass 
 

In order to comply with the Bishop’s guidelines on celebrating Masses in the covid-
19 period there’ll be some differences in that way we come to Mass and the way 
Mass is celebrated.  These will be outlined when you book for Mass, and when you 
arrive at church.  If you haven’t booked to come to Mass please don’t simply turn up: 
unfortunately you won’t be allowed to enter.  Please follow these directions, and 
recognise that those asking you to follow the directions are volunteers themselves: 
 

X Please don’t attend if you show any symptoms of covid-19; 
X Try to arrive no earlier than half an hour before Mass, and no later than ten 

minutes before Mass, to allow time for each person to enter one-by-one; 
X Even if you arrive on foot, enter via the car park and follow the one-way signs, 

waiting by the 2 metre markers in front of the church door if others have arrived 
before you; 

X Entry will be via the main door of the church; 
X Ensure you bring a mask to wear throughout the time in church, except when 

receiving Holy Communion; 
X Please use the hand-sanitiser (provided) on arrival; 
X Please take one of the Mass Sheets, and a Newsletter, and take them home with 



you after Mass; 
X Put your weekly offering into the basket in the narthex; 
X There won’t be any holy water available, the repository will be closed, and there 

are no Catholic papers currently available; 
X Please sit on the seat to which you are directed, following the (marked) one-way 

system.  Seating will be from the front of church first, and parishioners will be 
seated at two-metre intervals (in Southwell couples can sit next to each other, and 
families in a single pew; in Calverton the chairs have been laid out singularly, and 
so each person will be at a two-metre distance from the next person); 

X Please avoid any contact with other parishioners; please don’t speak before Mass 
unless necessary; 

X Only the disabled toilet will be available for use, and only if absolutely necessary.  
If you do use the toilet, please do so before you are seated, and then go to your 
seat (in Southwell, by exiting the hall lobby, walking around the side of the church, 
and re-entering the church through the main door, following the one-way system); 

X Windows and doors will be open to enable as much ventilation as possible; 
X The Mass Sheet will explain the changes in the way Mass is celebrated, please 

ensure you read it before Mass, and follow the directions during Mass.  In 
particular: 

o There will be no congregational singing; 
o Responses will be made with quiet voices; 
o There will be no ministries (eg altar servers, readers) during Mass; 
o There will be no sign of peace; 
o Holy Communion will be distributed immediately following Mass; 

X After Mass you will be invited to receive Holy Communion; please then leave the 
church following the one-way system, out into the car park (in Southwell, through 
the parish hall lobby) and please leave immediately. 

If you have difficulties with these instructions please contact Father Simon 
directly.  The stewards in each church are volunteers and parishioners, like each 
of us, and are simply following the Bishop’s guidelines when asking parishioners 

to follow the diocesan rules.  They shouldn’t have to accept rudeness from fellow 
parishioners, to please be considerate in your behaviour in church. 

 
Pope’s Prayer Intentions for September 

 

Respect for the Planet's Resources   We pray that the planet’s resources will not be 
plundered, but shared in a just and respectful manner.  



Ways to continue to participate in the life of the Church 
 

The readings and prayers for Mass each day can be found here: 
• https://universalis.com/europe.england.nottingham/mass.htm 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from our Cathedral in Nottingham at the following times: 
• Sundays and Saturdays: 10am 
• Weekdays: 1pm 

The link to the televised Mass is here: 
• http://www.stbarnabascathedral.org.uk/01_Community/livestream.html 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from the National Shrine and Minor Basilica of Our Lady in 
Walsingham each day at 12 noon: 
• http://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream 

 

Sunday Mass, celebrated by Bishop Patrick, will be broadcast from his chapel at 
Bishop’s House each Sunday at 10am: 
• www.youtube.com/channel/UCaf7upUMsn3Kl8GD79FotjQ/featured?fbclid=I

wAR1JRpqkdO0rHZY98bsnSC_N9TKbvSKXv0L5bT4yVCcMTHaVmAwaW4g-rAk 
 

Resources for children and young people can be found via the Nottingham Diocesan 
Catholic Youth Service’s (NDCYS) website: 
• https://ndcys.com 

 

There are ideas for children’s liturgy on Cafod’s website: 
• https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

 
A Spiritual Communion 

 

Spiritual Communion is the heartfelt desire to receive Our Lord, even when we are 
unable to do so.  If you are live-streaming the Mass, or praying the texts of the Mass, 
when it comes to the time for receiving Holy Communion pray instead the prayer: 
 

From Saint Alphonsus Liguori: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love you 
above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot at this 
moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I 
embrace you as being already there and unite myself wholly to you.  Never permit 
me to be separated from you.  Amen.  



Prayer during the Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

O Mary, 
you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. 
At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. 

You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. 
We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, 

joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: 
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 

and bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, 
to the joy of the Resurrection. 

Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test 

and deliver us from every danger, 
O glorious and blessed Virgin.  Amen. 

 
A Prayer to my Guardian Angel when I can’t get to Mass 

 

Dear Guardian Angel, 
go for me to the church, there kneel down at Mass for me. 
At the Offertory, take me to God, and offer him my service: 

what I am, what I have, offer as my gift. 
At the Consecration, with your seraphic strength, 

adore my Saviour truly present, 
praying for those who have loved me, for those who have offended me, 
and for those now deceased, that the blood of Jesus may purify them all. 

During Holy Communion, bring to me the Body and Blood of Jesus 
uniting him with me in spirit, so that my heart may become his dwelling place. 

Plead with him, that through his sacrifice 
all people throughout the world may be saved. 

When the Mass ends, 
bring home to me and to every home, the Lord's blessing. 

 

Amen.  



Prayer for the Year of the Word 
 

Living God, 
you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
listens to our hopes and fears 

and shows us how to live for one another. 
Send us the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds 

so that we may be your witnesses throughout the world. 
Amen. 

 

V. Your word is our path and your truth is our light. 
R. This day and every day. 

 

Our Lady of the Annunciation : Pray for us. 
Saint Matthew : Pray for us. 
Saint Jerome : Pray for us. 

 
Prayer for the Season of Creation 

 

We are invited to pray this prayer during the Season of Creation (until 4th October): 
 

Father, Lord of all creation, we praise you with all your creatures 
and the whole universe that comes forth from the work of Your hands. 

We acknowledge the privilege and responsibility 
that You give us as stewards of Your creation. 

In our ignorance we have done damage to our common home 
and our brothers and sisters are suffering. 

Through faithfully following your Son 
guide and direct us to prepare for a better future. 

Teach us to contemplate You in the beauty of the universe, 
for all things speak of You. 

Give us the grace to recognise, respect and protect all You have created, 
using wisely all that you have entrusted to us. 

Holy Spirit, 
who first hovered over the dawn of creation and drew order out of the chaos 

help us to build your kingdom of justice, love, peace and beauty 
where the poor of the earth are crying out. 
You, who live and reign, world without end. 

Amen.  



The Pope’s Visit to Britain – Ten years ago this weekend 
 

Ten years after the historic Papal Visit of 
Pope Benedict to the UK, the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference is playing the 
podcasts of the major speeches on their 
anniversary dates at the same time as 
they happened, and will be available for 
the next week too: 

X Pope Benedict's arrival, welcome 
and speech to Her Majesty the 
Queen will play at 11.40 on 16th 
September; 

X His dialogue with Chief Rabbi 
Jonathan Sacks and Dr Khaled 
Assam plays on the 17th September at 11.30am 

X On that same day, his historic appearance at Westminster Hall with the 
collected Heads of Government plays at 17.30, followed by Evensong in 
Westminster Abbey with the Archbishop of Canterbury; 

X His address to the people of Wales takes place on the 18th September; 
X The Beatification of John Henry Newman on the final day of the visit, 19th 

September. Previously unseen photos of the Papal Visit will also be released. 
A total of 23 encounters will be available on: 
Spotify 

X https://open.spotify.com/show/6HDjnM0DWLEJygoMpW56SR 
Apple Podcasts (iTunes) 

X https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/benedict-xvi-in-the-uk-the-
speeches/id1531346681 

Castos - Host: 
X https://catholicchurch.castos.com/podcasts/12516/episodes 

Feed (Castos): 
X https://catholicchurch.castos.com/benedict-xvi-in-the-uk-the-speeches  

An introduction piece with short clips from the pieces: 
X https://soundcloud.com/catholicchurch/introducing-benedict-xvi-in-the-uk-

the-speeches 
The full playlist where the tracks will appear on a ‘real time plus ten years’ basis: 

X https://soundcloud.com/catholicchurch/sets/benedict-xvi-in-the-uk 
  



Supporting Newark Foodbank 
 

The following items are especially needed at the moment: 
X Fruit juice (long life) 
X Instant mashed potato 
X Tinned rice pudding 

X Sponge puddings 
X Feminine deodorant 

Items can be donated at the Co-op, One Stop, and Lloyds Chemist in Southwell. 
 

Southwell and Villages Pilgrimage 2020 
 

From 1st September until 4th October, The Season of Creation, Southwell and Villages 
Christian Aid Supporters Group are walking, running, cycling and mobility scooting 
the Camino de Santiago de Compostela virtually.  They are following the French route 
of just under 500 miles from St-Jean-Pied-de-Port in southern France to Santiago de 
Compostela in northern Spain.  By last Sunday the group had travelled 814.45 miles, 
and are still travelling.  It is a full month of pilgrimage during which funds are being 
raised for the work of Christian Aid. 

Please travel some miles with the group, pray with them, and sponsor the 
group at www.justgiving.com/fundraising/casouthwellandvillagespilgrimage2020 
where there are daily reflections and updates on the pilgrimage and progress.  Thank 
you for helping our global neighbours who are facing increasing problems due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
 
Virtual Pilgrimage of Reparation and Prayer for the Sanctity of Life 

 

With great help and support from the Shrine staff this year there will be a virtual 
pilgrimage to Walsingham, where distance is no barrier to sharing in the day, on 
Saturday 27th September.  It can be accessed via YouTube on Walsingham Catholic 
TV (www.youtube.com/watch?v=__0aJG5juz0) or at the Basilica live stream 
www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/  Devotions will be streamed throughout the 
day, beginning with the Mass at 12.00. Full details are available on the website, 
including the programme for the day: www.prolifepilgrimage.org/ 

Bishop Marcus Stock of Leeds is leading the day and will be at the Shrine in 
person.  It is a day of prayer and reparation for the sanctity of life.  Our society has 
attacked the Church’s deep rooted teachings on these issues for a very long time.  
The Pilgrimage started 37 years ago with some parishioners from Spanish Place, 
Westminster diocese, led by Father Jeremy Davies, on a single coach. In recent times 
the day has been attended by up to 1,400 pilgrims.  



Marian Event in October 
 

Leicestershire Active Catholic Youth (LACY) is delighted to let you know that their 
postponed liturgy A Moment with Mary will now take place via Zoom on Sunday 4th 
October at 4.00pm.  We will be spending time with Mary through The Holy Rosary 
led by Father Simon Gillespie, reflections and prayers.  We will be remembering too 
all the young people of our Diocese who are looking for our Mother Mary’s guidance, 
recognising that she is with us at each stage of our life, gently pointing us towards 
Jesus.  Young people!  This is for you!  Encourage your family and friends to share 
this occasion with us together!  If you would like to be involved in the liturgy by 
reading or offering any special messages for our young people, then contact us!  For 
full information for Zoom, the ID and password, e mail: paulinepayne@hotmail.com 
– we look forward to hearing from you! (All under 18 years of age should ask parents 
/ guardians to be in touch and should be online with them during the celebration). 
 

Parish Newsletter by email 
 

If you’d like to receive the parish newsletter by email simply email Father Simon at 
simon.gillespie@dioceseofnottingham.uk, asking to be added.  It’s necessary to 
have parishioners’ consent to send the newsletter, and other messages, via email. 
 Likewise if you haven’t filled in a parish census form please consider doing so.  
The form can be found on the forms tab of the parish website. 
 

Financial Support of our Parish 
 

Father Simon celebrates Mass each day; if you wish to have a Mass offered for an 
intention put a Mass envelope through the presbytery letterbox, or email Father 
Simon directly.  The Mass intentions are published in the newsletter, and currently 
there are very few Mass intentions to be celebrated.  This is one of the traditional 
ways in which parishioners support the parish, so do consider if you’d like to have a 
Mass offered for a particular person or occasion. 

Sincere thanks to those parishioners who have set-up standing orders.  If you’ve 
able to set one up the details are: 
• Account name: Our Lady of Victories Southwell RCP 
• Sort Code: 30-67-76 
• Account number: 45368360 

Many thanks to all our parishioners for your continuing generosity!  



A reflection from ‘Marriage Matters’ 
 

‘My thoughts are not your thoughts’ 
God can put thoughts into our minds, but how can we ensure these make a 
difference to our lives?  Saint Paul says, “Avoid anything in your everyday lives that 
would be unworthy of the Gospel of Christ”: for example, the need to measure what 
we contribute within the relationship.  Our Sacrament isn’t a 50/50 arrangement but 
a 100%/100% unconditional commitment. 
 

The Cycle of Prayer 
 

During Autumn Ordinary Time we are asked to pray for the following intentions in 
our own private prayer: 

X Students and Teachers; 
X The Spread of the Gospel; 
X The Harvest; 
X The Fruits of Human Work and 

the Reverent Use of Creation; 

X Justice and Peace in the World; 
X All Victims of War; 
X Young People; 
X Prisoners and their Families.  

 
Prayers for … 

 

Please remember in your prayers especially: 
 

X All those affected by the coronavirus outbreak – those infected, those caring for 
them, those who have died, and those who mourn. 

X Alan Ward who is seriously ill in these days. 
X Clergy of our diocese who are sick at this time: Monsignor Jonathan Moore, 

Fathers John Cairns, Anthony Colebrook, John Daley IC, Hugh Doherty, James 
Hannigan, Peter Harvey, Christopher Hogan, James Lynch, Frank McLaughlin, 
Robert Rutledge, Michael Tutcher; Deacons Stephen Doona, and Bill Hutchinson. 

X David and Jennifer Gillespie (Father Simon’s brother and sister-in-law) who are 
expecting the birth of their first child on Sunday. 

 

Second Collection : Holy Places of Palestine 
 

Many thanks to those who contributed to the second collection last Sunday.  For 
anyone who wasn’t at Mass, or who hadn’t brought their offering, the baskets will 
be out again this Sunday, and then we’ll send the money away this week.  Thank you!  



Masses and Services this week 
 

Saturday 19th September Memorial of the Most Holy Name of Mary 
  No morning Mass 
    Twenty-fifth Sunday of the Year 
S 6.00pm Mass  Mike and Marjorie Daly RIP 
Sunday 20th September Twenty-fifth Sunday of the Year 
C 10.45am Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
Monday 21st September Feast of Saint Matthew, apostle and evangelist 
  Mass  Deceased members of the Bell family 
Tuesday 22nd September Feria 
  Mass  Southwell Christian Aid pilgrims 
Wednesday 23rd September Memorial of Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, priest 
  Mass  Father Eamonn O’Hara RIP 
Thursday 24th September Memorial of Our Lady of Walsingham 
  Mass  Canon Michael Hazell RIP 
Friday 25th September Feria 
  Mass  Canon Eddie Matthews RIP 
Saturday 26th September Memorial of Saints Cosmos and Damian, martyrs 
  No morning Mass 
    Twenty-sixth Sunday of the Year 
S 6.00pm Mass  John and Cora Lynch RIP 
Sunday 27th September Twenty-sixth Sunday of the Year 
C 10.45am Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
 

Readings at Masses this week 
 

Sunday Isaiah 55:6-9; Psalm 144(145):2-3.8-9.17-18; Philippians 1:20-24.27; 
  Matthew 20:1-16 
Monday Ephesians 4:1-7.11-13; Psalm 18(19):2-5; Matthew 9:9-13 
Tuesday Proverbs 21:1-6.10-13; Psalm 118(119):1.27.30.34-35.44; 
  Luke 8:19-21 
Wednesday Proverbs 30:5-9; Psalm 118(119):28.72.89.101.104.163; Luke 9:1-6 
Thursday Ecclesiasticus 1:2-11; Psalm 89(90):3-6.12-14.17; Luke 9:7-9 
Friday Ecclesiasticus 3:1-11; Psalm 143(144):1-4; Luke 9:18-22 
Saturday Ecclesiasticus 11:9-12:8; Psalm 89(90):3-6.12-14.17; Luke 9:43-45 


