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24th and 25th October 2020 : Thirtieth Sunday of the Year 
 

 

Consecration anniversary of our parish church : Saturday 31st October 
Although our parish church was built and opened in 1962 it couldn’t be consecrated 
– that is, solemnly blessed and dedicated to God – until all of the debt had been paid 
off.   For various reasons this took some time, and so it wasn’t until 1973 that the 
consecration of the church was celebrated.  Bishop Edward Ellis, Bishop of 
Nottingham at the time, came to Southwell and celebrated Mass in Our Lady of 
Victories’ church on Wednesday 31st October 1973.  The ritual was very elaborate: 
the church was sprinkled with holy water, the walls were anointed in four places with 
the Scared Chrism (now marked by the four consecration candles around the 
church), the Litany of Saints was sung (invoking the Church Triumphant to pray with 
us), and finally relics were deposited in the altar, which itself was anointed with the 
Sacred Christ on each corner and then in the middle, before having incense burned 
on it and candles lighted around it.  After the Mass had been celebrated a Dinner 
was held at the Admiral Rodney Hotel, which included asparagus soup, roast beef, 
and chocolate gateau. 

The tradition of the Church is to celebrate each year the dedication of the 
Pope’s Cathedral, the Lateran Basilica in Rome (on 9th November) and the dedication 
of the local cathedral, Saint Barnabas Cathedral in Nottingham (on 30th August) as 
well as the annual anniversary of the dedication of the local church itself. 

It’s also a lovely occasion to pray for all those who gave so generously of their 
resources to establish the church, especially Canon Farmer (the founding priest) and 
the Sherlock family who gave very generously financially.  



World Mission Sunday 
 

Last Sunday we celebrated, with the Church throughout the world, World Mission 
Sunday.  Since we had the Cafod collection last Sunday the Second Collection for 
Missio, supporting the world of the Church in missionary countries, will be taken this 
Sunday and next Sunday.  Thank you for your continuing generocity! 

 
Coming back to Mass 

 

Many of our parishioners have come back to Mass, and even with the Government’s 
‘rule of six’ there is no change to our Mass routines: we can come to church with a 
maximum (including priest and stewards) of 20 in Southwell and 24 in Calverton. 

To book a place telephone Kathleen and Robert Dixon on 01636 813874, at any 
reasonable time from Monday morning until Friday evening; if there’s no reply leave 
a message, with your name and number, and they’ll return your call.  Please note: 
X A place needs to be booked for each individual who plans to attend; 
X You’ll be asked to provide a telephone number, to be passed onto Public Health 

England if needed as part of the ‘Test and Trace’ system; 
X For Sunday Masses bookings can be made only during the preceding week, from 

Monday morning, until Friday evening, running up to the Sunday Mass booked. 
 

NHS Covid-19 App and the QR Code in Church 
 

Along with most public buildings both of our churches and the parish hall now have 
their own QR code, situated just inside the door.  If you have a smart-phone please 
scan the code as you come in, enabling you to ‘check in’ and assisting with the 
Government’s Track and Trace system.  Please note this is in addition to booking a 
place at Mass, and not instead – please continue to book for Mass as well! 
 

What to expect when coming to Mass 
 

In order to comply with the Bishop’s guidelines on celebrating Masses in the covid-
19 period there’ll be some differences in that way we come to Mass and the way 
Mass is celebrated.  Please follow these directions, and recognise that those asking 
you to follow the directions are volunteers themselves: 
 

X Please don’t attend if you show any symptoms of covid-19; 
X Try to arrive no earlier than half an hour before Mass, and no later than ten 



minutes before Mass, to allow time for each person to enter one-by-one; 
X Enter via the car park and follow the one-way signs, waiting by the 2 metre 

markers in front of the church door if others have arrived before you; 
X Ensure you bring a mask to wear throughout the time in church, except when 

receiving Holy Communion; 
X Please use the hand-sanitiser (provided) on arrival; 
X Please take one of the Mass Sheets, and a Newsletter, and take them home with 

you after Mass; 
X Put your weekly offering into the basket in the narthex; at present there are two 

collections as we’re ‘catching up’ the second collections, with each second 
collection being available for two consecutive Sundays; 

X There won’t be any holy water available, the repository will be closed, and there 
are no Catholic papers currently available; 

X Please sit on the seat to which you are directed, following the one-way system; 
seating is at two-metre intervals (in Southwell couples can sit next to each other, 
and families in a single pew; in Calverton the chairs have been laid out singularly); 

X Please avoid any contact with other parishioners; please don’t speak before Mass 
unless necessary; 

X Only the disabled toilet will be available for use, and only if absolutely necessary.  
If you do use the toilet, please do so before you are seated, and then go to your 
seat (in Southwell, by exiting the hall lobby, walking around the side of the church, 
and re-entering the church through the main door, following the one-way system); 

X Windows and doors will be open to enable as much ventilation as possible; 
X The Mass Sheet will explain the changes in the way Mass is celebrated, especially: 

o There will be no congregational singing; 
o Responses will be made with quiet voices; 
o There will be no ministries (eg altar servers, readers) during Mass; 
o There will be no sign of peace; 

X After Mass you will be invited to receive Holy Communion; then exit the church 
following the one-way system, out into the car park, and leave immediately. 

X Since it is not now permitted to gather publicly in groups of more than six, 
although we are exempt in church for Mass, groups of more than six in the church 
car park could be deemed to be breaking this restriction.  Please ensure that you 
don’t linger, tempting as it is to chat with fellow parishioners! 

X As the weather becomes a little cooler please dress appropriately for the weather 
and temperature. 

If you have difficulties with these instructions please contact Father Simon.  



Ways to continue to participate in the life of the Church 
 

The readings and prayers for Mass each day can be found here: 
• https://universalis.com/europe.england.nottingham/mass.htm 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from our Cathedral in Nottingham at the following times: 
• Sundays and Saturdays: 10am 
• Weekdays: 1pm 

The link to the televised Mass is here: 
• http://www.stbarnabascathedral.org.uk/01_Community/livestream.html 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from the National Shrine and Minor Basilica of Our Lady in 
Walsingham each day at 12 noon: 
• http://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream 

 

Sunday Mass, celebrated by Bishop Patrick, will be broadcast from his chapel at 
Bishop’s House each Sunday at 10am: 
• www.youtube.com/channel/UCaf7upUMsn3Kl8GD79FotjQ/featured?fbclid=I

wAR1JRpqkdO0rHZY98bsnSC_N9TKbvSKXv0L5bT4yVCcMTHaVmAwaW4g-rAk 
 

Resources for children and young people can be found via the Nottingham Diocesan 
Catholic Youth Service’s (NDCYS) website: 
• https://ndcys.com 

 

There are ideas for children’s liturgy on Cafod’s website: 
• https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

 
A Spiritual Communion 

 

Spiritual Communion is the heartfelt desire to receive Our Lord, even when we are 
unable to do so.  If you are live-streaming the Mass, or praying the texts of the Mass, 
when it comes to the time for receiving Holy Communion pray instead the prayer: 
 

From Saint Alphonsus Liguori: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love you 
above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot at this 
moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I 
embrace you as being already there and unite myself wholly to you.  Never permit 
me to be separated from you.  Amen.  



Prayer during the Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

O Mary, 
you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. 
At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. 

You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. 
We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, 

joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: 
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 

and bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, 
to the joy of the Resurrection. 

Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test 

and deliver us from every danger, 
O glorious and blessed Virgin.  Amen. 

 
A Prayer to my Guardian Angel when I can’t get to Mass 

 

Dear Guardian Angel, 
go for me to the church, there kneel down at Mass for me. 
At the Offertory, take me to God, and offer him my service: 

what I am, what I have, offer as my gift. 
At the Consecration, with your seraphic strength, 

adore my Saviour truly present, 
praying for those who have loved me, for those who have offended me, 
and for those now deceased, that the blood of Jesus may purify them all. 

During Holy Communion, bring to me the Body and Blood of Jesus 
uniting him with me in spirit, so that my heart may become his dwelling place. 

Plead with him, that through his sacrifice 
all people throughout the world may be saved. 

When the Mass ends, 
bring home to me and to every home, the Lord's blessing. 

 

Amen.  



Prayer for the Year of the Word 
 

Living God, 
you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears 
and shows us how to live for one another. 

Send us the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds 
so that we may be your witnesses throughout the world.  Amen. 

 

V. Your word is our path and your truth is our light.  R. This day and every day. 
 

Our Lady of the Annunciation : Pray for us. 
Saint Matthew : Pray for us.  Saint Jerome : Pray for us. 

 
Cafod Update : Survive – Rebuild – Heal 

 

Coronavirus has affected every country Cafod works in.  In countries like Brazil where 
the disease has spread rapidly, many have died of the virus.  In other places lockdown 
measures have made it impossible for people to work and left many facing hunger. 
Cafod is working to help.  With skills learned on the front-line, Cafod’s network of 
local experts are putting a three-part plan into action to save lives and protect the 
progress made towards a fairer, greener world for everyone. 
Survive means saving lives and reaching the most vulnerable by: 
• Broadcasting life-saving information about hygiene and prevention in local 

languages; 
• Setting up sanitary handwashing stations; 
• Delivering emergency food; 
• Providing PPE for front-line health workers. 

Rebuild means as the crisis subsides, Cafod will continue to work for a world where 
everyone can live independently with dignity and hope by promoting access to: 
• Health care; 
• Employment; 
• Education; 
• Security. 

Heal means reflecting on the unity that the pandemic crisis has demonstrated – how 
by holding each other in love and prayer we have truly become neighbours.  We can 
heal the divisions in our society of wealth, age, race, gender, nationality and 
opportunity by: 



• Helping vulnerable communities worldwide survive the crisis and rebuild lives; 
• Urging our government to drop the debt so that poor countries can focus 

resources on healthcare; 
• Driving less and walking more to heal our Common Home. 

Cafod’s Year in Numbers 2019/2020! 
• Total income £45.5 million 
• £32.5 million of the income came from the Catholic Community 
• 545 grants totalling £22.4 million made to partner organisations to provide 

access to healthcare, clean water, education, conflict resolution and more 
• 150,000 Sudanese refugees helped to stay safe and healthy by provision of 

hygiene kits and 1,500 latrines 
• 342,750 hours of time given by volunteers equating to £3 million pounds worth 

of activity to promote Catholic Social Teaching and raise funds 
• 12,000 supporters lobbied the Government in Westminster last summer for 

faster action on Climate Change 
• £13.4 million distributed for Emergency Relief 

CAFOD wants to say a big thank you to you! 
 

Let Us Pray: Lord Jesus, when you walked with us on Earth, you spread your healing 
power.  We place in your loving care all who are affected by Coronavirus.  Keep us 
strong in faith, hope and love.  Bring relief to our sick, console our bereaved, protect 
those who care for us.  We lift our prayer to you Lord, and trust in your infinite mercy, 
as we wait for the daybreak.  Amen 
 

Together we are Caritas 
 

Building social action in the Diocese of Nottingham - Saturday 7th November by 
Zoom (with a telephone option).  Nottingham Diocese is joining Caritas, the Church’s 
worldwide ministry of charity.  Soon our parish will be part of one of the biggest 
humanitarian organisations on the planet – and you are invited to be part of it.  Join 
Bishop Patrick, Caritas Social Action Network, the diocesan Justice and Peace 
Commission and Catholics from all round our diocese.  In two 90-minute online 
sessions at 11.00am and 1.30pm we’ll take practical steps, in parishes and 
chaplaincies across the diocese, to bring 
the Gospel to life, locally and globally. 

For details and booking visit 
dioceseofnottingham.uk/faithintoaction 
or call 07470 907656 for information.  



Rosary Whirlwind through the British Isles : October 2020 
 

For Faith, Life and Peace October is traditionally the 
month dedicated to Our Lady of the Rosary.  Once 
again Catholics across England, Wales, Scotland and 
the Isles are invited to take up their rosaries for an 
intensive Rosary Whirlwind Mission as we pray 
together for Faith, Life and Peace during these 
difficult and uncertain times.  This can take place 
wherever people are situated.  The Rosary Rally has 
four main components: 

X Invitation to a nightly online Rosary at 8.00pm led from different locations. 
X Saturday 31st October – Eve of All Saints – National Rosary relay from 9.00am 

to 9pm, with different Dioceses are invited to take an hour.  Our Diocese of 
Nottingham has been allocated 10.00am-11.00am as our slot, and so we are 
all invited to pray the rosary sometime during this hour before we hand on to 
the next Diocese. 

X Culmination of the Rosary Mission – Sunday 1st November – Solemnity of All 
Saints – Bishop John Keenan, Bishop of Paisley, will lead a thanksgiving Rosary 
at 8.00pm from Saint Mirin’s Cathedral, Paisley.  Participants are invited to 
join with him that evening from their homes. 

To register please follow the link: www.roasryonthecoast.co.uk or for more 
information please contact Antonia Moffat, Outreach Coordinator at the National 
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham: antonia@walsingham.org.uk 
 

Financial Support of our Parish 
 

Father Simon celebrates Mass each day; if you wish to have a Mass offered for an 
intention put a Mass envelope through the presbytery letterbox, or email Father 
Simon directly.  The Mass intentions are published in the newsletter, and this is one 
of the traditional ways in which parishioners support the parish. 

Sincere thanks to those parishioners who have set-up standing orders.  If you’ve 
able to set one up the details are: 
• Account name: Our Lady of Victories Southwell RCP 
• Sort Code: 30-67-76 
• Account number: 45368360 

Many thanks to all our parishioners for your continuing generosity!  



The Abortion Act 
 

Tuesday 27th October is the 53rd anniversary of the Abortion Act being passed in 
England and Wales.  Since 1967 over nine million babies have lost their lives to 
abortion.  Millions of women and men have also had to deal with the suffering which 
so often follows an abortion.  Please join us in praying and fasting for the end of 
abortion in this country on Tuesday 27th October.  For Post Abortion help and to 
support Pro-Life counselling see; www.GoodCounselNetwork.com 
 Also consider joining the Good Counsel Network at their Facebook event 
https://www.facebook.com/events/2739924072936969 
 
Sadly abortion is currently available in the UK, right up to birth, for babies with cleft 
lip, cleft palate and club foot.  All of these conditions can be corrected.  A cross-party 
group of MPs from the three largest parties in the UK Parliament have come together 
to bring forward the Abortion (Cleft lip, cleft palate and club foot) Bill.  The Bill will 
change the law to clarify that cleft palate, cleft lip, and club foot are not grounds for 
abortion in the UK. 
 Can you help with getting your MP to support the Bill?  Please visit 
www.standupandsmile.org.uk to email your MP asking them to support the Bill.  It 
only takes 30 seconds.  For more information visit www.righttolife.org.uk 
 

November : The Month of the Holy Souls 
 

Each year in November our Catholic tradition is to pray especially for all the faithful 
departed, that they might now be in heaven.  The custom is to add names to a 
November Dead List, which is placed before the altar at Mass each day, and all the 
people listed are prayed for at each Mass.  If you’d like your loved ones remembered 
in this way, please complete one of the lists (at the back of each church) and place it 
in the envelope, together with your offering (of any amount: one Mass will be 
offered for each £10 given) for the Masses to be celebrated.  Throughout November 
(and beyond) ‘Holy Souls’ Masses will be offered to all those listed in both churches.  
May the Holy Souls rest in peace. 
 

Father Simon’s studies in Leuven 
 

Father Simon began his fourth (and final) year of Canon Law studies last week, and 
continues this coming week.  Although the lectures will be virtual Father Simon won’t 
be available very much in the parish during this week.  



Fifty Years since the Canonisation of the 40 Martyrs of England & Wales 
 

A Jesuit priest recounts the canonisation ceremony he saw in Rome fifty years ago. 
 

“We extend Our greeting first of all to Our venerable brother Cardinal John Carmel 
Heenan, Archbishop of Westminster, who is present here today.  Together with him 
We greet Our brother bishops of England and Wales and of all the other countries, 
those who have come here for this great ceremony.  We extend Our greeting also to 
the English priests, religious, students and faithful.  We are filled with joy and 
happiness to have them near Us today; for us they represent all English Catholics 
scattered throughout the world.  Thanks to them we are celebrating Christ’s glory 
made manifest in the holy Martyrs, whom We have just canonized, with such keen 
and brotherly feelings that We are able to experience in a very special spiritual way 
the mystery of the oneness and love of the Church.  We offer you our greetings, 
brothers, sons and daughters.  We thank you and We bless you.  While We are 
particularly pleased to note the presence of the official representative of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Reverend Doctor Harry Smythe, We also extend Our 
respectful and affectionate greeting to all the members of the Anglican Church who 
have likewise come to take part in this ceremony.  We indeed feel very close to them.  
We would like them to read in Our heart the humility, the gratitude and the hope 
with which We welcome them.  We wish also to greet the authorities and those 
personages who have come here to represent Great Britain, and together with them 
all the other representatives of other countries and other religions.  With all Our 
heart We welcome them, as we celebrate the freedom and the fortitude of men who 
had, at the same time, spiritual faith and loyal respect for the sovereignty of civil 
society.” [The opening of Pope Paul VI’s homily] 
 

Was it really fifty years ago on 25 October 1970 since we celebrated the canonization 
of the Forty Martyrs of England and Wales, the culmination of years of hard work 
from a handful of dedicated Jesuits and their co-workers?  The story goes back to 
proto-Heythrop College, to the year 1950, when an Italian, a German and an English 
scholastic ended up there as students, and became firm friends for life.  The three 
were Paolo [Paul] Molinari, Peter Gumpel, and James Walsh.  As well, the story goes 
back to Campion House, Osterley, where Clement [affectionately known as Clem] 
Tigar was Superior from 1936-66. 

Clem was a tremendous devotee of the martyrs, and passed his infectious 
enthusiasm to the Osterley men, traipsing them round London martyr hot-spots, and 
to the annual Campion Day mass at Tyburn Convent, close to Tyburn Tree, where 



many of them met their death.  James Walsh meanwhile became Vice-Postulator for 
the Cause of the Forty, with his secretary Denise Critchley beside him, whilst Paul 
and Peter were at Jesuit HQ in Rome, working together in the office of Postulator-
General.  When he moved on from Osterley, Clem worked on the cause of the Forty 
Martyrs in the Office of Vice-Postulation at Farm Street, with lay co-workers historian 
Patrick [Paddy] Barry and his secretary Heather Down.  Pamphlets soon began to 
flow out from the office, highlighting the lives of these women and men who gave 
their lives for the Faith.  Of the forty, three were wives and mothers, four were 
laymen, thirteen were diocesan priests, three were Benedictines, three were 
Carthusians, one was a Brigittine, two were Franciscans, and ten were Jesuits.  Six 
were Welsh, and thirty-four were English.  Amazingly, the cost of each pamphlet in 
the series, produced to spread devotion to the forty, ranged between 6d and 1/-! 
 And so to 1970, when proto-Heythrop in the Oxfordshire countryside moved 
to deutero-Heythrop in Cavendish Square in the heart of London.  I happened to be 
working that summer, helping with the move, which famously took place ever-so-
smoothly in large egg-boxes, under the command of George Wilde.  I was living on 
site in Cavendish Square in central London, and was billeted there in Queen Anne’s 
Mews with Lajos Kiss.  One day as we were unpacking one of the boxes, it contained 
the splendid robes of the Chancellor of Heythrop College, so I just had to try it on!  I 
happened to be at Farm Street in late August, when James Walsh sidled up to me, 
and asked if I could give a bit of a hand with the work going on in the office there in 
final preparation for the Forty Martyrs Canonization.  A bit like Topsy, “giving a hand” 
grew into eight weeks of full-time work, dawn to dusk and a bit more, with the first 
six weeks in our London Jesuit HQ, followed by the final two weeks in our Rome HQ.  
For someone aged 27,a scholastic just about to begin theology, I had the delicate 
task, in effect, of taking 
over from the venerable 
Clem, easing his burden, 
along with Heather his 
faithful secretary.  Clem 
was writing out postcard 
invitations to be present at 
the Canonization, and a 
proper system needed to 
be created and organised 
to comply with Vatican 
regulations.  Clem took it 



all with great graciousness, and we worked very well together.  I vividly remember 
one weekend nearly being driven daft, when Heather, Joe Duggan and myself had to 
write out in triplicate about 9,000 official invitations!  
 Then there were all the British Jesuits who wanted to go.  I ended up pretty 
well organising a specially chartered plane with just over 100 Jesuits on board.  We 
had to hold a lottery, but in the end all but about ten of those who wanted to go 
actually went.  I shudder to think what would have happened if that plane had gone 
down, as it was Jesuits-only packed!  As well, we contacted clergy throughout the 
land, and asked them to write in if they wished to attend the canonization: 500 
replied, and received appropriate instructions.  See below what actually happened 
on the day! 
 After six solid weeks, when I should have been starting theology at Cavendish 
Square, I was flown out to Rome to our Jesuit HQ, and had the privilege of working 
alongside Peter and Paul, an amazing duo, in their Office of the Postulator-General.  
Peter was the nearest thing I have ever met to a human computer, answering 
“Pronto!” on the phone, then immediately changing language to that of the caller.  
He had that German precision, and a delightfully patient temperament.  Paul was 
graciousness itself, serenely suave, and had all the connections necessary in the 
Vatican and the British Legation to the Holy See [as it then was] to make it a smooth 
fortnight as final touches were made for the big day.  It was exciting to be at the 
nerve centre, and to see how Peter and Paul knit together the myriad strands so 
delicately and meticulously.  They were the epitome of a great team, who knew how 
to spread the burden of responsibility.  But the work went up to the wire.  At 0100 
on the very day the canonization was to take place at 0930 we delivered personally 
to Bishop Daniel Mullins, 41, newly ordained in April that year as Auxiliary in the 
Archdiocese of Cardiff,  the message he was to deliver to Pope Paul VI during the 
mass, telling the story of the six Welsh martyrs. 
 And so to the Canonization Mass itself.  My job was to get the clergy procession 
in safely through the main doors of St Peter’s Basilica, starting at 0845.  Long before, 
back in London, as I mentioned earlier, we had asked clergy to write in if they wanted 
a place in the special procession.  500 had answered in the affirmative.  Typically, 
Peter Gumpel said he would reserve 800 places in a tribune at the front for them, 
just in case, knowing how bad clergy are at replying to letters!  So there was I at the 
back of St Peter’s, as the Noah’s Ark priestly procession plodded in two-by-to.  Then 
we realised that we had overtopped the 800, and still they came!  The ultimate 
“boss” of the Basilica, a layman called Giovanni Giovannini, came rushing up to the 
back, shouting to me to get the doors closed!  Just as we did so, who should appear 



at the tail end of the 1,300 who eventually turned up, but two Jesuit Brothers, 
Vincent Cookson and Richard Pope.  I knew they had special seats at the front, and 
swore at them – saying: “What the bloody hell are you doing here?”  And that was 
the last thing I ever said to Cookie – he collapsed and died in the street next day.  
[But he did get a funeral at HQ with Pedro Arrupe!]  As the main doors slammed shut, 
the very last of the priests got in, and somehow a place was found for them all. 
 The ticket I had for the ceremony had “free circulation” written on it in Italian, 
which meant I could move around, but I ended up sitting in front of the first row of 
benches, in the inner circle close to the front of the altar.  At that stage I did not 
know that a further privilege awaited, that I was to take part in the offertory 
procession, taking one of the traditional gifts of bread, wine, big six candles, flowers, 
and birds – doves and red finches – to present them at the feet of the Pope.  I got 
the birds!  Then the moment came when two by two we were put in order for the 
procession.  I picked up the birds, but was immediately accosted by Fr Philip 
Caraman, well-known writer on lives of the martyrs, who had the bread, and he 
asked me to swap with him, as he fancied having a cage full of birds to carry!  That is 
how I ended up first in the queue with Frank Walsh as we solemnly carried up the 
bread - last literally became first!  In the procession various folk who had had much, 
much more to do over the years than myself, took up a variety of gifts, especially the 
humble Clem, who carried one of the big six candles, along with Peter and James.  
Paddy Barry held a little cask of wine, Heather flowers, and Philip got the bird! 

The whole celebration had an ecumenical “feel” about it, as witnessed by the 
opening words of the Pope’s homily, above, and also his final paragraph, which had 
a deeply encouraging ring of Christian Unity about it: it is quoted in full at the very 
end of this article.  The entrance hymn was the Old Hundreth, All people that on 
earth do dwell, originally a Protestant hymn.  Along with the Sistine Choir, 
Westminster Cathedral Choir sang William Byrd’s Mass for Five Voices.  Byrd, of 
course, was a Catholic survivor in Tudor times.  In his own lifetime twenty-five of the 
forty martyrs lost their lives.  Soul of my Saviour crept in and was sung 
enthusiastically after communion, and For all the saints rang out at the end, as the 
Pope was carried out on his sede gestatoria. 
 Pope Paul VI, now officially a Saint, was given a rare gift from the Stonyhurst 
collection, presented by Paul Molinari, on behalf of David Hoy, then Superior there.  
It was part of the rope – about a foot long - from the hurdle that had dragged 
Edmund Campion to his death at Tyburn.  As he received it, the Pope reverently 
kissed the relic.  At communion time, three of our Jesuit Brothers were chosen to 
receive directly from the Pope: Harold Lynch, George Benfield, and James Higgins.  



At that stage they had given 147 years of loving service to the Society.  Bernard Hall, 
then our English Province Provincial, also had his special moment with the Pope, as 
did, of course, our General Pedro Arrupe. 
 There are plenty more memories in my mind and heart from the following 
days, especially my involvement with the British Legation to the Holy See and the 
special Triduum of Masses at Saint Paul’s outside the Walls, where Cardinal Heenan 
preached; at Saint Mary Major, where Bishop Mullins preached, partly in Welsh; and 
at the Gesu, where Cardinal Bertoli, Prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints, preached.  I hope I have given you a rich flavour of the main event, which for 
me was capped by the extraordinary ending of Pope Paul VI’s homily. 
 

“May the blood of these Martyrs be able to heal the great wound inflicted upon 
God’s Church by reason of the separation of the Anglican Church from the Catholic 
Church.  Is it not one - these Martyrs say to us- the Church founded by Christ?  Is not 
this their witness?  Their devotion to their nation gives us the assurance that on the 
day when - God willing - the unity of the faith and of Christian life is restored, no 
offence will be inflicted on the honour and sovereignty of a great country such as 
England.  There will be no seeking to lessen the legitimate prestige and the worthy 
patrimony of piety and usage proper to the Anglican Church when the Roman 
Catholic Church - this humble “Servant of the Servants of God”- is able to embrace 
her ever beloved Sister in the one authentic communion of the family of Christ: a 
communion of origin and of faith, a communion of priesthood and of rule, a 
communion of the Saints in the freedom and love of the Spirit of Jesus.  Perhaps We 
shall have to go on, waiting and watching in prayer, in order to deserve that blessed 
day.  But already We are strengthened in this hope by the heavenly friendship of the 
Forty Martyrs of England and Wales who are canonized today.  Amen.” 
  



As Hallowe’en approaches an Exorcist speaks about Satan 
 

This article, written by K V Turley, is reprinted from the Catholic Herald, with thanks. 
 

On a sunlit autumn day, outside a church in central London, there stands a figure — 
by his dress unmistakably a Catholic priest.  This priest, Father Jeremy Davies, is also 
an exorcist.  He is at the church door awaiting someone, due to arrive shortly, in need 
of his ministry.  The matter-of-fact and calm manner of Father Davies belies the fact 
that this is a man on the front line of an ancient and ongoing spiritual battle.  It is 
one carried out by him behind closed doors in a London church on an apparently 
mundane weekday afternoon.  Yet within those church walls the power of the Holy 
Name releases people from the influence of evil, frees the oppressed from wicked 
spirits and, in the more extreme cases, casts out demons from the possessed. 

Seemingly unperturbed by the evil that he combats, Father Davies states 
simply: “If God asks us to do a work, then he will protect us.”  Since being ordained 
in 1974, this priest’s primary concern has always been, rather than his own well-
being, the spiritual well-being of those who seek his help; and since 1987, that 
concern for others included their desire to be rid of Satanic oppression.  No doubt, 
the concern he feels about his current “cases” is similar to that he experienced when 
he was working as a doctor.  His desire then was to cure patients of physical illness; 
now, it is to rid his current patients of something even more deadly.  Since the late 
1970s Father Davies has been exercising the ministry of deliverance and exorcism in 
the Westminster Diocese.  In 2019, such is the demand for his services that he 
exercises that ministry every week at a central London church. 

At one time, Father Davies was one of the few exorcists in London; now, he is 
one of a number.  It was in 1987 that the then cardinal-archbishop of Westminster, 
Basil Hume, asked him to become the exorcist for the diocese.  Although Father 
Davies had at the time only limited experience of the work to be undertaken, without 
hesitation, he accepted his new ministry.  In some ways he was a perfect candidate.  
Before becoming a priest, Father Davies had trained as a medical doctor.  After 
qualifying to practice medicine in 1968, he had practiced in remote parts of Africa, 
where he had encountered strange disturbances in his patients.  Following his 
ordination in 1974, he worked as a priest in central London.  Here, he encountered 
behaviour just as disturbed in the souls entrusted to him as he had in his former 
patients in Africa.  Father Davies remembers “all sorts” of people coming to his 
presbytery, some of whom he says were “possessed or troubled.”  His work as a 
parish priest proved an introduction to a world that is now central to his priestly 
ministry.  Today, he no longer runs a parish.  Instead, his time is largely taken up with 



his work as an exorcist.  An octogenarian, mentally alert and still in good health, 
Father Davies focuses upon his work with an air of pervading calm.  In fact, his 
demeanour still has aspects of the “bedside manner” of any good doctor.  In short, 
he is a skilled listener and observer. 

As Father Davies awaits another troubled soul, he reflects on the comments 
allegedly made by the Jesuit superior general, Father Arturo Sosa, that, seemingly, 
he no longer believes that Satan exists.  Father Davies shakes his head: “It’s fatal to 
faith and salvation to disbelieve a part of Revelation.  Every part of Revelation is 
important and essential.  Belief in Satan as a fallen angel — indeed, as the leader of 
the fallen angels — is an essential part of divine Revelation.”  Father Davies said that 
such a view as that attributed to Father Sosa is “totally against the word of God and 
the Catholic faith.  It shows just what depths people can sink to on the path of 
modernism.”  He paused and then added: “If he really said this, he has put himself 
outside the communion of the Church.”  Standing in the sunshine while awaiting a 
soul desperately in need of deliverance ministry, Father Davies added, “I would ask 
him [Father Sosa] how on earth he had come to this belief.” 

Father Davies was speaking just weeks before Hallowe’en.  London shops are 
full of paraphernalia associated with that festival.  Father Davies is clear that there 
are two major perils associated with Halloween, both equally dangerous: “They 
[those who ‘celebrate’ Hallowe’en] begin by playing games, but it can lead to people 
disbelieving in the devil and evil spirits, and this, in turn, can lead to a loss of the 
Christian faith.”  He pointed out that a “levity about such matters was fatal; playing 
with evil under the pretext of it being untrue is to allow evil to enter.”  But evil can 
also enter, he explains, where there exists an unhealthy interest in the occult, leading 
to “an intrusion of demonic influence” through a growing fascination with it.  
Whichever way evil gains entry, Father Davies is clear that any dabbling in the occult 
“doesn’t have to be deep to be deadly.”  He explained that any “tolerance of occult 
practices is part of a terrible deception” stemming from its source, namely, the 
Father of Lies.  There is no such thing as a “gradation” in these matters, according to 
the exorcist priest.  All such activity he sees as sinful, and, as with any sin, it is a 
means by which a soul is removed ever further from the love of God. 

It is not just the occult that is a gateway for the entry of evil into the lives of 
those unfortunate enough to experience it, though.  Father Davies cites other ways 
in which evil can enter and linger, ultimately destroying the soul.  He said that this 
can occur by means of “every sin, but sins particularly bound up with the 
preternatural and with grave sin — such as abortion and pornography — and 
anything against our created nature, including in the realm of sexual morality.”  



Interestingly, Father Davies still sees potential opportunities for good in the fact that 
Hallowe’en has gained an ever-higher profile year by year. “Hallowe’en is a good 
opportunity,” he suggests, “to teach the faith and help all of us — especially children 
— to understand the reality of evil and the truth of Christ and his Church.”  It is the 
occasion, he feels, to “teach against” the festival using the word of God and the 
“clear teaching of the Church.”  This now-omnipresent paganized holiday is the 
moment, he says, “to warn the world not just to avoid Hallowe’en; it is also an 
opportunity to tell people about Christ.” 

Exorcists have been the stuff of media fantasy since the 1970s.  The 1973 film 
The Exorcist was a worldwide box-office smash and established a cinematic sub-
genre devoted to the subject as well as a hackneyed template for any related plot.  
Needless to say, most of these films concerning exorcisms have been inaccurate, 
sensational and wholly forgettable.  But there is nothing about Father Davies that is 
remotely sensational or that appears out of the ordinary — as, without a glance, 
people pass by him on a busy London street.  Father Davies began his ministry as one 
of only a very few exorcists in London, and, then, there was little contact among 
those priests.  But over the intervening three decades, this has changed.  Over the 
years, as his ministry has grown, so too has communication between the British and 
the worldwide network of priests who are charged with this work, and the British-
based exorcists hold a national annual conference.  Across London exorcists meet on 
a regular basis to coordinate their fight against the forces that spiritually oppress so 
many.  The identities of diocesan exorcists are only revealed to those in need of their 
help.  The work of these priests and the laypeople who assist them is largely hidden 
from the public view.  It is time for Father Davies to leave. His services are required.  
As he gets ready to leave, I am reminded of what a holy priest, now long since dead, 
once said of the streets of London, namely that they were “full of demons.”  When 
this is put to him, Father Davies replies, “That’s true.”  And with that he pushed open 
the church door once more to enter into his ministry. 

Should you ever think that you, or someone you know, needs the services of the 
Diocesan Exorcist, speak to Father Simon who can put you in touch immediately. 

 
Parish Newsletter by email 

 

If you’d like to receive the parish newsletter by email simply email Father Simon at 
simon.gillespie@dioceseofnottingham.uk, asking to be added.  It’s necessary to 
have parishioners’ consent to send the newsletter, and other messages, via email. 
 Likewise if you haven’t filled in a parish census form please consider doing so.  
The form can be found on the forms tab of the parish website.  



The Bishop’s Statement on Marriage 
 

Marriage is a lifelong vocation of a man and a woman to a community of life and love 
open to children, and, between the baptized, it is a Sacrament.  Aware of the many 
pressures today which can endanger family life, the Church is constantly concerned 
to make sure that those of you planning to marry are prepared as well as possible. 
We would like to remind those who wish to marry of the following: 
 
1. It is important that a couple go to see their priest in good time before their 

wedding.  Normally, at least six months’ notice should be given. 
2. Marriage preparation is carried out by the priest, often assisted by a group from 

the parish.  Courses arranged on a deanery basis are recommended. 
3. Catholics are reminded of their obligation to preserve their faith and to do all 

they can within the unity of their partnership to have all their children baptized 
and brought up in the faith and practice of the Catholic Church. 

4. Non-Catholic partners will be informed of this promise, but they are not asked 
to make this or any similar promise. 

5. Dispensation for a marriage between a Catholic and a non-Catholic to take place 
in a non-Catholic church can only be granted for a serious reason.  Couples who 
wish to marry in a non-Catholic church should discuss the matter with their 
priest in good time before their wedding day to see whether a dispensation 
could be granted. 

All couples marrying these days need the support of the local Church.  In this way 
they will be strengthened in their preparation for marriage, in celebrating their 
marriage, and in living out their covenant with one another. 
We wish to thank all those married people who show such constancy and fidelity to 
their vocation of marriage.  May their example inspire those planning to marry in the 
Church. 

Right Reverend Patrick McKinney 
Bishop of Nottingham 

 
Supporting Newark Foodbank 

 

The following items are especially needed at the moment: 
X Long life fruit juice (not squash) 
X Instant mashed potato 
X Sugar 

X Sponge puddings (tinned / microwave) 
X Chocolate biscuits (eg kitkat, penguin) 
X Shampoo (not conditioner) 

Items can be donated at the Co-op, One Stop, and Lloyds Chemist in Southwell.  



 

A reflection from ‘Marriage Matters’ 
 

How can I best love you today? 
In today’s gospel Jesus says love should be at the centre of our lives, so we must ask 
‘How can I best love my spouse today?’  To know how our spouse experiences our 
love best, we need to explore together whether it is through compliments, special 
time together, presents or acts of service, or simple hugging and kissing. 
 

The Cycle of Prayer 
 

During Autumn Ordinary Time we are asked to pray for the following intentions in 
our own private prayer: 

X Students and Teachers; 
X The Spread of the Gospel; 
X The Harvest; 
X The Fruits of Human Work and 

the Reverent Use of Creation; 

X Justice and Peace in the World; 
X All Victims of War; 
X Young People; 
X Prisoners and their Families.  

 
Prayers for … 

 

Please remember in your prayers especially: 
X All those affected by the coronavirus outbreak – those infected, those caring for 

them, those who have died, and those who mourn. 
X John Hodgkinson, who died on Friday 23rd October, and who is mourned by Moira 

and all his family.  May he rest in peace. 
X Margaret Mary Cregan, who died on Wednesday 14th October and whose Funeral 

Service will be held on Friday 30th October.  May she rest in peace. 
X The community of Saint Mary’s primary academy, Derby, which school buildings 

burned down on Saturday 3rd October. 
X Clergy of our diocese who are sick at this time: Monsignor Jonathan Moore, 

Canon Michael Moore, Fathers John Cairns, Anthony Colebrook, John Daley IC, 
Hugh Doherty, James Hannigan, Peter Harvey, Christopher Hogan, James Lynch, 
Frank McLaughlin, Robert Rutledge, Michael Tutcher; Deacons Tom Berrie, 
Stephen Doona, Bill Hutchinson and Robin Pollard. 

 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for October 
 

The Laity's Mission in the Church   We pray that by the virtue of baptism, the laity, 
especially women, may participate more in areas of responsibility in the Church.  



Masses and Services this week 
 

Saturday 24th October Thirtieth Sunday of the Year 
World Mission Sunday Collection for Missio 

S 6.00pm Mass  Tricia O’Hare 
Sunday 25th October Thirtieth Sunday of the Year 
C 10.45am Mass  Kevin Freeman RIP (first anniversary) 
Monday 26th October Feria 
  Mass  Maureen Lawton RIP 
Tuesday 27th October Feria 
  Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
Wednesday 28th October Feast of Saint Simon and Saint Jude, apostles 
  Mass  Rodney and Elizabeth Holt, and their family 
Thursday 29th October Feria 
  Mass  Michael Feeney RIP 
Friday 30th October Feria 
  Mass  Murtagh Family’s intentions 
Saturday 31st October SOLEMNITY OF THE CONSECRATION OF 
     THE CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF VICTORIES 
  Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
    SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS 

World Mission Sunday Collection for Missio 
S 6.00pm Mass  Barbara Pearson RIP and Tom Sills RIP 
Sunday 1st November SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS 
C 10.45am Mass  John Hodgkinson RIP 
 

Readings at Masses this week 
 

Sunday Exodus 22:20-26; Psalm 17(18):2-4.47.51; 1 Thessalonians 1:5-10; 
  Matthew 22:34-40 
Monday Ephesians 4:32-5:8; Psalm 1:1-4.6; Luke 13:10-17 
Tuesday Ephesians 5:21-33; Psalm 127(128):1-5; Luke 13:18-21 
Wednesday Ephesians 2:19-22; Psalm 18(19):2-5; Luke 6:12-16 
Thursday Ephesians 6:10-20; Psalm 143(144):1-2.9-10; Luke 13:31-35 
Friday Philippians 1:1-11; Psalm 110(111):1-6; Luke 14:1-6 
Saturday Ezekiel 47:1-2.8-9.12; Psalm 45(46):2-3.5-6.8-9; 
  1 Corinthians 3:9-11.16-17; John 2:13-22 


