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2nd and 3rd January 2021 : Second Sunday after Christmas 
 

 

Of all the Nativity festivals the Epiphany, celebrated on Wednesday this week, is 
perhaps the most colourful and yet, at least in Anglo-Saxon cultures, the most 
neglected: it is really eclipsed by the earlier Christmas feasts and the celebration of 
the New Year; it seems to be the full stop at the end of the holidays! 

Here’s our chance to reclaim this feast as a purely religious festival.  The 
readings for the feast point out that the ‘Magi’ represent the world beyond faith 
confines, beyond our religious securities.  In the scriptures we hear that ‘Gentiles are 
coheirs, members of the same body and co-partners in the promise of Christ Jesus 
through the gospel (Ephesians 3.6).  Especially in these difficult times, what better 
way to celebrate the Epiphany than be recognising that we all need to journey closer 
to Christ, and that coming to church, or even coming back to church after months 
away during the pandemic (or for other reasons too), is a wonderful way to 
encounter Christ, who is waiting for each one of us. 

Throughout these days of Christmas the clear message is that the Word made 
flesh, the light that came into the world, revealed 
in Jesus, somehow was and is so often recognised 
by those on the margins of faith or estranged from 
it.  Perhaps that is because in their lives and hearts 
all pretence and subterfuge is removed, they look, 
they search and they simply see.  For those of us 
involved in faith the baggage we carry sometimes 
clouds our own search, tires us out so that we don’t 



bother to search a little harder, look a little more closely at what God might be doing 
in our own world, in our own lives 

The Magi, those wise, religious, persons from the East risked everything to 
follow their star and find the answer that they sought.  They found deceit and danger 
in the establishment world, in Jerusalem, and instead it was in the poor and 
unnoticed, in Bethlehem, that they found the God they sought and it was to the child 
Jesus they gave their fabulous gifts and worshipped him!  Their lives were changed; 
they didn’t return back to their familiar ways, that route, as personified by Herod’s 
cruelty, was no longer one that led to life! 

So what about us?  Next weekend we have chance to celebrate the end of the 
Christmas season when we come to church for the feast of the Baptism of the Lord.  
This reminds us, at the end of Christmas and the very start of the year, that baptism 
is the start of our lives of faith, the doorway into our new life.  In the celebration of 
the sacrament we are told that we ‘die to sin’ and we are ‘reborn to new life’.  This 
new life is available to all, but often people need to be asked, to be reminded, to be 
invited.  Could one of our New Year’s resolutions in 2021 be to invite someone to 
church with us, when we can do so safely?  Bring them to Sunday Mass and let them 
see and feel what’s so special to us. 

Maybe we should see in these two feasts the call to recognise ourselves as part 
of the wider Christian family in which all are welcome, and all are called.  Part of our 
mission is therefore that hospitality of graciousness to others, going that extra mile 
in love and service, like the Magi following the star and offering their gifts, or even 
like Jesus in coming to John the Baptist and being washed in the waters of the River 
Jordan.  There are no half-measures in the faith, and nothing but total dedication is 
worthy of God.  We often fail to live up to such high standards, and feel ourselves 
unworthy.  We are reminded that we have been made worthy through Jesus’ birth 
and death, and called to spread that message far and wide.  We are called in our own 
baptism to be like the Magi, to find Jesus in our lives 
and then to take that message to all we met.  
Discipleship isn’t an optional extra, and everyone 
who encounters Jesus is never the same after: he or 
she is challenged to respond to God’s love for 
humanity by living a life of love for God through 
service to neighbour.  In this nativity season of light 
and joy may we share with others the revelation 
that the true Morning Star that never sets has come 
into our world.  



2021 – The Year of Saint Joseph 
 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed her trust; 

with you Christ became man. 
Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father 

and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 

and defend us from every evil.  Amen. 
 

Coming to Mass 
 

Even in the current Tier 4 regulations public Mass is available on Saturday in 
Southwell at 6.00pm and on Sunday in Calverton at 10.45am.  Being in Tier 4 we are 
precluded from any social interaction in or at church (outside of our bubble), but we 
can come to church with a maximum (including priest and stewards) of 20 people in 
Southwell and 24 people in Calverton. 

To book a place telephone Kathleen and Robert Dixon on 01636 813874, at any 
reasonable time from Monday morning; if there’s no reply leave a message with your 
name and number, or try ringing again a few minutes later.  Don’t use any other 
number to contact Kathleen and Robert, and please also note: 
X A place needs to be booked for each individual who plans to attend; 
X You’ll be asked to provide a telephone number, to be passed onto Public Health 

England if needed as part of the ‘Test and Trace’ system; 
X Sunday Masses bookings can be made during the preceding week only. 
 

What to expect when coming to Mass 
 

In order to comply with the Bishop’s guidelines on celebrating Masses in the covid-
19 period there’ll be some differences in that way we come to Mass and the way 
Mass is celebrated.  Please follow these directions, and recognise that those asking 
you to follow the directions are volunteers themselves: 
X Please don’t attend if you show any symptoms of covid-19; 
X Try to arrive no earlier than half an hour before Mass, and no later than ten 

minutes before Mass, to allow time for each person to enter one-by-one; 
X Enter via the car park and follow the one-way signs, waiting by the 2 metre 

markers in front of the church door if others have arrived before you; 



X Ensure you bring a mask to wear throughout the time in church, except when 
receiving Holy Communion; 

X Please use the hand-sanitiser (provided) on arrival; 
X Please take one of the Mass Sheets, and a Newsletter, and take them home with 

you after Mass; 
X Put your weekly offering into the basket in the narthex; at present there are two 

collections as we’re ‘catching up’ the second collections; 
X There won’t be any holy water available, the repository will be closed, and there 

are no Catholic papers currently available; 
X Please sit on the seat to which you are directed, following the one-way system; 

seating is at two-metre intervals (in Southwell couples can sit next to each other, 
and families in a single pew; in Calverton the chairs have been laid out singularly); 

X Please avoid any contact with other parishioners; don’t speak unless necessary; 
X Only the disabled toilet will be available for use, and only if absolutely necessary.  

If you do use the toilet, please do so before you are seated, and then go to your 
seat (in Southwell, by exiting the hall lobby, walking around the side of the church, 
and re-entering the church through the main door, following the one-way system); 

X Windows and doors will be open to enable as much ventilation as possible; 
X The Mass Sheet will explain the changes in the way Mass is celebrated, especially: 

o There will be no congregational singing; 
o Responses will be made with quiet voices; 
o There will be no ministries (eg altar servers, readers) during Mass; 
o There will be no sign of peace; 

X After Mass you will be invited to receive Holy Communion; then exit the church 
following the one-way system, out into the car park, and leave immediately. 

X Since it is not permitted to gather publicly in Tier 4 please ensure that you don’t 
linger in the car park after Mass, tempting as it is to chat with fellow parishioners! 

X As the weather is now much colder please dress appropriately for the weather and 
temperature. 

 
NHS Covid-19 App and the QR Code in Church 

 

Along with most public buildings both of our churches and the parish hall now have 
their own QR code, situated just inside the door.  If you have a smart-phone please 
scan the code as you come in, enabling you to ‘check in’ and assisting with the 
Government’s Track and Trace system.  Please note this is in addition to booking a 
place at Mass, and not instead – please continue to book for Mass as well!  



Ways to continue to participate in the life of the Church 
 

The readings and prayers for Mass each day can be found here: 
• https://universalis.com/europe.england.nottingham/mass.htm 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from our Cathedral in Nottingham at the following times: 
• Sundays and Saturdays: 10am; Weekdays: 1pm 

The link to the televised Mass is here: 
• http://www.stbarnabascathedral.org.uk/01_Community/livestream.html 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from the National Shrine and Minor Basilica of Our Lady in 
Walsingham each day at 12 noon: 
• http://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream 

 

Sunday Mass, celebrated by Bishop Patrick, will be broadcast from his chapel at 
Bishop’s House each Sunday at 10am, and other days and times during the week: 
• www.youtube.com/channel/UCaf7upUMsn3Kl8GD79FotjQ/featured?fbclid=I

wAR1JRpqkdO0rHZY98bsnSC_N9TKbvSKXv0L5bT4yVCcMTHaVmAwaW4g-rAk 
 

Resources for children and young people can be found via the Nottingham Diocesan 
Catholic Youth Service’s (NDCYS) website: 
• https://ndcys.com 
• https://www.youtube.com/ndcyslive 

 

There are ideas for children’s liturgy on Cafod’s website: 
• https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions 
 

Intention for evangelization – Human fraternity 
May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship with our brothers and sisters 
of other religions, praying for one another, open to all. 
 

A reflection from ‘Marriage Matters’ 
 

You have been chosen 
Saint Paul says ”You have been chosen” and Saint John says ”All things have life in 
Him”.  In a marriage, each partner has been personally called to love their spouse in 
a lifelong relationship. The fact that God calls us individually means that He has 
chosen us for a specific reason: to bring life to my partner, to understand and forgive.  



A Spiritual Communion 
 

Spiritual Communion is the heartfelt desire to receive Our Lord, even when we are 
unable to do so.  If you are live-streaming the Mass, or praying the texts of the Mass, 
when it comes to the time for receiving Holy Communion pray instead the prayer: 
 

From Saint Alphonsus Liguori: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love 

you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot at this 
moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I 

embrace you as being already there and unite myself wholly to you.  Never permit 
me to be separated from you.  Amen. 

 
Prayer during the Coronavirus Pandemic 

 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope.  We 
entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.  At the foot of the Cross you 

participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.  You, Salvation of the Roman 
People, know what we need.  We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you 

did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial.  
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do 
what Jesus tells us: He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows 

to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection.  Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.  Do not despise our 
pleas – we who are put to the test and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and 

blessed Virgin.  Amen. 
 

A Prayer to my Guardian Angel when I can’t get to Mass 
 

Dear Guardian Angel, go for me to the church, there kneel down at Mass for me.  
At the Offertory, take me to God, and offer him my service: what I am, what I have, 

offer as my gift.  At the Consecration, with your seraphic strength, adore my 
Saviour truly present, praying for those who have loved me, for those who have 

offended me, and for those now deceased, that the blood of Jesus may purify them 
all.  During Holy Communion, bring to me the Body and Blood of Jesus uniting him 
with me in spirit, so that my heart may become his dwelling place.  Plead with him, 
that through his sacrifice all people throughout the world may be saved.  When the 

Mass ends, bring home to me and to every home, the Lord's blessing.  Amen.  



Forthcoming Events 
 

On Wednesday 6th January at 6.30pm LACY will be holding a Celebration with the 
Uniform Groups of Saint Mary’s, South Wigston, on the Feast of the Epiphany, via 
Zoom!  Enjoy bringing forth our prayers and actions as gifts to the child Jesus just as 
the Wise Men did.  A special time to think about the distance that the Wise Men 
journeyed to find the child King!  Father Simon Gillespie will be leading us in the 
celebration and a warm invitation is extended to all, especially to those who are 
involved in Scouting and Guiding.  Invite your groups to be with us – we’d love to see 
you!  Come and join us for this time together and share in the reflections, prayers 
and fun time led by our young people and their leaders.  For more information 
contact paulinepayne@hotmail.com  The link in for Zoom is: ID 875 2705 0411 and 
Password: 588674.  We look forward to seeing you all! 
 
Prepare the Future: Building post-Covid parishes 
of welcome, listening and hope 
Thursday 7th January, 2.00pm – 3.30pm.  It's 
looking possible that parish facilities could open 
to visitors in mid-2021 - but the world we are called to serve will look very different 
from what we knew last Christmas.  This workshop builds on two previous workshops 
during the summer, and will stimulate your own thoughts about how your parish can 
offer ‘social friendship’ to those hurt by the events of 2020. 
 

Diaspora and diversity: in the missionary parish 
Thursday 14th January, 4.30 pm – 6.00pm.  As our shared ministry for social justice 
and charity, Caritas should reflect the rich diversity of our parishes.  This workshop 
will begin to explore and share how we can ensure that all are welcome, whether to 
serve or be served.  
 

Journey in Hope: Patterns for action and contemplation 
Wednesday 20th January, 10.00am – 11.30am.  Let's ensure that everything we do 
together with Caritas springs from a generous and reflective spirituality, and 
nourishes us for more.  We’ll take time to discern what that might look like in 
practice, sharing ideas and sharing prayer. 
 

To book a place on any of the three courses above visit: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScBM-

_FusEpK4SPMvoqEJmi3pklUjUarrDnORTzSYNzold0Tg/viewform  



The Christmas Gospels 
 

Father Adrian Graffy, parish priest and member of the Pontifical Biblical Commission, 
has prepared a series of reflections on the ‘Christmas gospels’, the gospel passages 
read until 6th January.  Video of the talks can be accessed by going to 
www.whatgoodnews.org 
 

Being a Disciple Web Series 
 

January is a time when work at being a better person, why not explore how we can 
be a grow as a disciple of Jesus?  On the four Thursdays of January we will explore a 
different aspect of what it means to be a Catholic disciple with Brendan Thompson, 
the CEO of Catholic Voices, in a web series on Zoom.  Catholic Voices is an 
international organisation that shares the Good News in the global media.  This will 
be a great foundation for parishes and individuals to explore how we support each 
other in growing as Catholic disciples.  Register here: 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMrcuygqjwpGdNBRC5NIQ46Eu1bleEg246A 
 

Saint Thomas Becket 
 

On Tuesday 29th December the we celebrated the 
feast of Saint Thomas Becket,  a feast in England and 
Wales as he is the patron of the pastoral clergy.  
2020 was 850 years since his martyrdom in 
Canterbury Cathedral, and to mark the occasion 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols issued the following 
reflection: 
 

Today, as we mark the 850th anniversary of the 
death of Saint Thomas Becket, I recall the moment 
when the four knights who came to do him great 
harm actually made him a saint.  What does this 
martyrdom mean for us today? 

First, it has its roots in his decision to embrace with radical seriousness his 
nomination and consecration as Archbishop of Canterbury, much to the shock of the 
King.  In this decision he turned his back on ways of life which focus on possessions, 
style, fashion, calculations based on power, ownership and popularity.  His focus now 
was to be only on fidelity to Christ as the measure and motivation of his words and 



actions.  This is of relevance to every disciple of Jesus, for Thomas’ decision, and the 
life and death which followed, shows us the true ‘cost of discipleship’, a cost never 
to be resented but always to be embraced.  I think immediately of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer and his great work of that title.  I think of Archbishop Oscar Romero and 
the intensity of dedication that his call to the office of Archbishop effected in his life. 

We know that the twentieth century is probably the century of the greatest 
flowering of Christian martyrs: across Nazi Germany, the Soviet Union, Vietnam, in 
communist regimes in Latin America and other places too.  Now the twenty-first 
century is following a similar pattern in other parts of the world: the Middle East, 
parts of Africa, Pakistan.  This moment of prominence for Saint Thomas Becket helps 
us to remember and focus on this fruitfulness of courage and faith which is always 
the seed of the Church.  Martyrdom is a much used word.  But we should be clear: 
no Christian ever seeks martyrdom.  The Christians purpose is the faithful following 
of the Master in works of truth and love.  Martyrdom is not sought.  For the Christian 
it is always a death imposed by others.  Yet the same Christian never shirks death, if 
that is what is required.  We both love life and embrace death, when it comes, 
however it comes. 

For some Thomas died a traitor, betraying the loyalty they believe he owed to 
the King.  For others he died a martyr, put to death for his defence of the things of 
the Lord, in this case the honour and rights of the Church.  So a key reflection today 
is on the relationship between the role and powers of the state on the one hand, and 
the role and commitment of the Church on the other.  This is never an easy one.  It 
is always a point of tension, a daily struggle in conscience and in public debate.  But 
Thomas’ martyrdom reminds us what can happen when the state seeks to dominate 
religious belief and reshape it to its own ends.  Today this conflict is often cast in 
terms of values - the state wanting the Church to observe and confirm its own 
selection of values.  When observance of those particular values becomes absolute 
requirement then we are on a path of confrontation.  The example of Thomas Becket 
stands before us as a reminder to every age that the point may come where there is 
no longer any space left for that religious freedom, such a basic human right, which 
permits the holding and expressing of religious belief in word and action in the public 
forum. 

The tensions that can lead to that point were well delineated in the speech 
given by Pope Benedict XVI in 2010 when he spoke in Westminster Hall.  He said: 
Each generation, as it seeks to advance the common good, must ask anew: what are 
the requirements that governments may reasonably impose upon citizens, and how 
far do they extend?  By appeal to what authorities can moral dilemmas be resolved.  



These questions take us directly to the ethical foundations of civil discourse.  If the 
moral principles underpinning the democratic process are themselves determined by 
nothing more solid than social consensus, then the fragility of the process becomes 
all too evident - herein lies the real challenge for democracy. 
Pope Benedict went on to argue that ethical 
norms are accessible to right reason, and that 
religious faith, rather than see itself supplying 
those norms, can illuminate and deepen the 
perception and appreciation of them.  He 
proposed a ‘corrective role’ for faith in the 
application of reason noting, and I quote, ‘that 
this corrective role is not always welcomed partly 
because distorted forms of religion, such as 
sectarianism and fundamentalism, can be seen 
to create serious social problems themselves.  
And in their turn, these distortions of religion 
arise when insufficient attention is given to the 
purifying and structuring role of reason within 
religion.’  Pope Benedict called modern democracies, including our own, to engage 
in constructive dialogue which brings together faith and reason, affirming that 
‘religion is not a problem for legislators to solve, but a vital contributor to national 
conversation.’  

These words are surely more relevant to our situation today than they were 
when spoken in 2010.  As we try to fashion a new future in this time of great 
challenges it is crucial that this dialogue between secular authorities and 
communities of faith is strengthened and deepened.  Solutions will be found only 
when working together, from a presumption of trust and within our traditions of 
mutual respect.  Thankfully this is the strong tradition of our land.  The challenge we 
face is that of broadening the embrace of this dialogue without losing the specific 
Judeo-Christian sources of our strength and inspiration, sources which indeed need 
to be nurtured and not marginalised.  Today we must be confident in this task.  
Multiple and complex identities and loyalties have to be brought together, not 
separated out, if we are to meet the draw the best of our society into a better future. 

Thomas was a stalwart champion of Christ: may we too be inspired today by 
this Saint whose memory we venerate and whose intercession we seek. 

Vincent Cardinal Nichols 
Archbishop of Westminster  



Message of Pope Francis for the 54th World Day of Peace 
 

1st January 2021 : A Culture of Care as a Path to Peace 
1. At the dawn of a new year, I extend cordial greetings to Heads of State and 
Government, leaders of International Organizations, spiritual leaders and followers 
of the different religions, and to men and women of good will.  To all I offer my best 
wishes that the coming year will enable humanity to advance on the path of 
fraternity, justice and peace between individuals, communities, peoples and nations.
 The year 2020 was marked by the massive Covid-19 health crisis, which 
became a global phenomenon cutting across boundaries, aggravating deeply 
interrelated crises like those of the climate, food, the economy and migration, and 
causing great suffering and hardship.  I think especially of all those who lost family 
members or loved ones, and all who lost their jobs.  I think too of physicians and 
nurses, pharmacists, researchers, volunteers, chaplains and the personnel of 
hospitals and healthcare centres.  They have made, and are continuing to make, 
great sacrifices to be present to the sick, to alleviate their sufferings and to save their 
lives; indeed, many of them have died in the process.  In paying tribute to them, I 
renew my appeal to political leaders and the private sector to spare no effort to 
ensure access to Covid-19 vaccines and to the essential technologies needed to care 
for the sick, the poor and those who are most vulnerable.  Sad to say, alongside all 
these testimonies of love and solidarity, we have also seen a surge in various forms 
of nationalism, racism and xenophobia, and wars and conflicts that bring only death 
and destruction in their wake.  

These and other events that marked humanity’s path this past year have 
taught us how important it is to care for one another and for creation in our efforts 
to build a more fraternal society.  That is why I have chosen as the title of this year’s 
Message, A Culture of Care as a Path to Peace.  A culture of care as a way to combat 
the culture of indifference, waste and confrontation so prevalent in our time. 
2. God the Creator, the source of our human vocation to care  
Many religious traditions have accounts of the origin of human beings and their 
relationship with the Creator, with nature and with their fellow men and women.  In 
the Bible, the Book of Genesis shows from its very first pages the importance of care 
or protection in God’s plan for humanity. It highlights the relationship between man 
(’adam) and the earth (’adamah), and among ourselves as brothers and sisters.  In 
the biblical account of creation, God entrusts the garden “planted in Eden” (cf. Genesis 

2:8) to Adam’s care, to “till it and keep it” (Genesis 2:15).  This entails making the earth 
productive, while at the same time protecting it and preserving its capacity to 



support life.  The verbs “till” and “keep” describe Adam’s relationship to his garden 
home, but also the trust God placed in him by making him master and guardian of all 
creation.  The birth of Cain and Abel begins a history of brothers and sisters, whose 
relationship is understood – even by Cain, however mistakenly – in terms of 
protection or “keeping”.  After killing his brother Abel, Cain answers God’s question 
by saying: “Am I my brother’s keeper?” (Genesis 4:9).  Cain, like all of us, was called to be 
“his brother’s keeper”.  “These ancient stories, full of symbolism, bear witness to a 
conviction which we today share, that everything is interconnected, and that 
genuine care for our own lives and our relationship with nature is inseparable from 
fraternity, justice and faithfulness to others”. 
3. God the Creator, a model of care  
Sacred Scripture presents God not only as Creator, but also as one who cares for his 
creatures, especially Adam, Eve and their offspring.  Albeit cursed for the crime he 
committed, Cain was given a mark of protection by the Creator, so that his life could 
be spared (cf. Genesis 4:15).  While confirming the inviolable dignity of the person created 
in God’s image and likeness, this was also a sign of God’s plan to preserve the 
harmony of his creation, since “peace and violence cannot dwell together”.  Care for 
creation was at the heart of the institution of the Sabbath, which, in addition to 
ordering divine worship, aimed at the restoration of the social order and concern for 
the poor (cf. Genesis 1:1-3; Leviticus 25:4).  The celebration of the Jubilee every seventh 
sabbatical year provided a respite for the land, for slaves and for those in debt. In 
that year of grace, those in greatest need were cared for and given a new chance in 
life, so that there would be no poor among the people (cf. Deuteronomy 15:4).  In the 
prophetic tradition, the biblical understanding of justice found its highest expression 
in the way a community treats its weakest members. Amos (cf. 2:6-8.8) and Isaiah (cf. 58), 
in particular, insistently demand justice for the poor, who, in their vulnerability and 
powerlessness, cry out and are heard by God, who watches over them (cf. Ps 34:7; 113:7-

8). 
4. Care in the ministry of Jesus  
Jesus’ life and ministry represent the supreme revelation of the Father’s love for 
humanity (cf. John 3:16).  In the synagogue at Nazareth, Jesus showed himself to be the 
one consecrated by the Lord and “sent to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim 
release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those 
who are oppressed” (Luke 4:18).  These messianic actions, associated with the Jubilee 
year, bear eloquent witness to the mission he received from the Father.  In his 
compassion, Christ drew near to the sick in body and spirit, and brought them 
healing; he pardoned sinners and gave them new life.  Jesus is the Good Shepherd 



who cares for his sheep (cf. John 10:11-18; Ezekiel 34:1-31).  He is the Good Samaritan who 
stoops to help the injured man, binds his wounds and cares for him (cf. Luke 10:30-37).  At 
the culmination of his mission, Jesus gave the ultimate proof of his care for us by 
offering himself on the cross to set us free from the slavery of sin and death.  By the 
sacrificial gift of his life, he opened for us the path of love.  To each of us he says, 
“Follow me; go and do likewise” (cf. Luke 10:37). 
5. A culture of care in the life of Jesus’ followers  
The spiritual and corporal works of mercy were at the heart of charity as practised 
by the early Church.  The first generation of Christians shared what they had, so that 
no one among them would be in need (cf. Acts 4:34-35).  They strove to make their 
community a welcoming home, concerned for every human need and ready to care 
for those most in need.  It became customary to make voluntary offerings in order 
to feed the poor, bury the dead and care for orphans, the elderly and victims of 
disasters like shipwrecks.  In later times, when the generosity of Christians had lost 
its initial fervour, some Fathers of the Church insisted that property was meant by 
God for the common good.  For Saint Ambrose, “nature poured out all things for the 
common use of all... and thus produced a common right for all, but greed has made 
it a right for only a few”.  After the persecutions of the first centuries, the Church 
used her newfound freedom to inspire society and its culture.  “The needs of the 
times called forth new efforts in the service of Christian charity.  History records 
innumerable examples of practical works of mercy...  The Church’s work among the 
poor was to a great extent highly organized.  There arose many institutions for the 
relief of every human need: hospitals, poor houses, orphanages, foundling homes, 
shelters for travellers ...” 
6. The principles of the Church’s social doctrine as the basis for a culture of care  
The diakonia of the Church’s origins, enriched by the reflection of the Fathers and 
enlivened over the centuries by the active charity of many luminous witnesses to the 
faith, became the beating heart of the Church’s social doctrine.  This doctrine is 
offered to all people of good will as a precious patrimony of principles, criteria and 
proposals that can serve as a “grammar” of care: commitment to promoting the 
dignity of each human person, solidarity with the poor and vulnerable, the pursuit of 
the common good and concern for protection of creation. 
Care as promotion of the dignity and rights of each person “The very concept of the 
person, which originated and developed in Christianity, fosters the pursuit of a fully 
human development.  Person always signifies relationship, not individualism; it 
affirms inclusion, not exclusion, unique and inviolable dignity, not exploitation”.  
Each human person is an end in himself or herself, and never simply a means to be 



valued only for his or her usefulness.  Persons are created to live together in families, 
communities and societies, where all are equal in dignity.  Human rights derive from 
this dignity, as do human duties, like the responsibility to welcome and assist the 
poor, the sick, the excluded, every one of our “neighbours, near or far in space and 
time”. 
Care for the common good  Every aspect of social, political and economic life 
achieves its fullest end when placed at the service of the common good, in other 
words, “the sum total of social conditions which allow people, either as groups or as 
individuals, to reach their fulfilment more fully and more easily”.  Consequently, our 
plans and projects should always take into account their effects on the entire human 
family, and consider their consequences for the present and for coming generations.  
The Covid-19 pandemic has shown us the truth and timeliness of this fact. In the face 
of the pandemic, “we have realized that we are in the same boat, all of us fragile and 
disoriented, but at the same time important and needed, all of us called to row 
together”, since “no one reaches salvation by themselves” and no state can ensure 
the common good of its population if it remains isolated. 
Care through solidarity  Solidarity concretely expresses our love for others, not as a 
vague sentiment but as a “firm and persevering determination to commit oneself to 
the common good; that is to say to the good of all and of each individual, because 
we are all really responsible for all”.  Solidarity helps us to regard others – whether 
as individuals or, more broadly, as peoples or nations – as more than mere statistics, 
or as a means to be used and then discarded once no longer useful, but as our 
neighbours, companions on our journey, called like ourselves to partake of the 
banquet of life to which all are equally invited by God. 
Care and protection of creation  The Encyclical Laudato Si’ is fully aware that all 
creation is interconnected.  It also highlights our need to listen to the cry of the poor 
and, at the same time, to the cry of creation.  Constant and attentive listening leads 
in turn to effective care for the earth, our common home, and for our brothers and 
sisters in need.  Here I would once again point out that “a sense of deep communion 
with the rest of nature cannot be authentic if our hearts lack tenderness, compassion 
and concern for our fellow human beings”.  “Peace, justice and care for creation are 
three inherently connected questions, which cannot be separated in such a way as 
to be treated individually, lest we fall back into reductionism”. 
7. A compass pointing to a common path  
At a time dominated by a culture of waste, faced with growing inequalities both 
within and between nations, I urge government leaders and those of international 
organizations, business leaders, scientists, communicators and educators, to take up 



these principles as a “compass” capable of pointing out a common direction and 
ensuring “a more humane future” in the process of globalization.  This will enable us 
to esteem the value and dignity of every person, to act together in solidarity for the 
common good, and to bring relief to those suffering from poverty, disease, slavery, 
armed conflicts, and discrimination.  I ask everyone to take this compass in hand and 
to become a prophetic witness of the culture of care, working to overcome the many 
existing social inequalities.  This can only come about through a widespread and 
meaningful involvement on the part of women, in the family and in every social, 
political and institutional sphere.  The compass of these social principles, so essential 
for the growth of a culture of care, also points to the need for relationships between 
nations to be inspired by fraternity, mutual respect, solidarity and the observance of 
international law.  In this regard, we must recognize the need to defend and promote 
fundamental human rights, which are inalienable, universal and indivisible. 

Likewise urgent is the need to respect humanitarian law, especially at this time 
when conflicts and wars continue uninterrupted.  Tragically, many regions and 
communities can no longer remember a time when they dwelt in security and peace.  
Numerous cities have become epicentres of insecurity: citizens struggle to maintain 
their normal routine in the face of indiscriminate attacks by explosives, artillery and 
small arms.  Children are unable to study.  Men and women cannot work to support 
their families.  Famine is spreading in places where it was previously unknown.  
People are being forced to take flight, leaving behind not only their homes but also 
their family history and their cultural roots.  While such conflicts have many causes, 
the result is always the same: destruction and humanitarian crises.  We need to stop 
and ask ourselves what has led our world to see conflict as something normal, and 
how our hearts can be converted and our ways of thinking changed, in order to work 
for true peace in solidarity and fraternity.  

How many resources are spent on weaponry, especially nuclear weapons, that 
could be used for more significant priorities such as ensuring the safety of 
individuals, the promotion of peace and integral human development, the fight 
against poverty, and the provision of health care.  Global problems like the present 
Covid-19 pandemic and climate change have only made these challenges all the 
more evident.  What a courageous decision it would be to “establish a ‘Global Fund’ 
with the money spent on weapons and other military expenditures, in order to 
permanently eliminate hunger and contribute to the development of the poorest 
countries”! 
8. Educating for a culture of care  
Promoting a culture of care calls for a process of education.  The “compass” of social 



principles can prove useful and reliable in a variety of interrelated contexts.  Let me 
offer a few examples: 
- Educating people to care begins in the family, the natural and fundamental nucleus 
of society, in which we learn how to live and relate to others in a spirit of mutual 
respect.  Yet families need to be empowered to carry out this vital and indispensable 
task.  
- Together with the family, schools and universities – and, in some respects, the 
communications media – are also responsible for education.  They are called to pass 
on a system of values based on the recognition of the dignity of each person, each 
linguistic, ethnic and religious community and each people, as well as the 
fundamental rights arising from that recognition.  Education is one of the pillars of a 
more just and fraternal society.  
- Religions in general, and religious leaders in particular, can play an indispensable 
role in handing on to their followers, and to society at large, the values of solidarity, 
respect for differences, and concern for our brothers and sisters in need.  Here I think 
of the words spoken in 1969 by Pope Paul VI to the Ugandan Parliament: “Have no 
fear of the Church; she honours you, she educates honest and loyal citizens for you, 
she does not foment rivalries and divisions, she seeks to promote healthy liberty, 
social justice, and peace.  If she has any preference at all, it is for the poor, for the 
education of little ones and of the people, for the care of the suffering and 
abandoned”. 
- Once more I encourage all those engaged in public service and in international 
organizations, both governmental and non-governmental, and all those others who 
in various ways are involved in the areas of education and research, to work towards 
the goal of a “more open and inclusive education, involving patient listening, 
constructive dialogue and better mutual understanding”.  It is my hope that this 
appeal, made in the context of the Global Compact on Education, will be broadly 
acknowledged and accepted.  
9. There can be no peace without a culture of care  
The culture of care thus calls for a common, supportive and inclusive commitment 
to protecting and promoting the dignity and good of all, a willingness to show care 
and compassion, to work for reconciliation and healing, and to advance mutual 
respect and acceptance. As such, it represents a privileged path to peace.  “In many 
parts of the world, there is a need for paths of peace to heal open wounds.  There is 
also a need for peacemakers, men and women prepared to work boldly and 
creatively to initiate processes of healing and renewed encounter”. 

At a time like this, when the barque of humanity, tossed by the storm of the 



current crisis, struggles to advance towards a calmer and more serene horizon, the 
“rudder” of human dignity and the “compass” of fundamental social principles can 
enable us together to steer a sure course.  As Christians, we should always look to 
Our Lady, Star of the Sea and Mother of Hope.  May we work together to advance 
towards a new horizon of love and peace, of fraternity and solidarity, of mutual 
support and acceptance.  May we never yield to the temptation to disregard others, 
especially those in greatest need, and to look the other way; instead, may we strive 
daily, in concrete and practical ways, “to form a community composed of brothers 
and sisters who accept and care for one another”. 
 

From the Vatican, 8th December 2020 
 

Franciscus 
 

Prayer for the Year of the Word 
 

Living God, 
you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears 
and shows us how to live for one another. 

Send us the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds 
so that we may be your witnesses throughout the world.  Amen. 

 

V. Your word is our path and your truth is our light. 
R. This day and every day. 

 

Our Lady of the Annunciation : Pray for us. 
Saint Matthew : Pray for us. 
Saint Jerome : Pray for us. 

 
Supporting Newark Foodbank 

 

The following items are especially needed at the moment: 
 

X Long life fruit juice (not squash) 
X Tinned meat soup 
X Sponge puddings 
(tinned / microwave) 

X Tinned fruit 
X Sugar (500g or 1kg) 

X Laundry liquitabs / tablets 

 

Items can be donated at the Co-op, One Stop, and Lloyds Chemist in Southwell.  



Adult Education Courses 
 

We have now released our Spring Term courses which can be found on our website: 
https://www.inspireculture.org.uk/skills-learning/online-learning-spring-2021/ 

There is a wide range of topics on offer from free Functional Skills English, Maths and 
ICT through to our discounted community learning programme which includes titles 
like ‘Creative Writing: Your life through a lens’ and ‘Creative Photography for 
beginners’.  All of these will be offered through Zoom.  Priority will be given to   
residents of Nottinghamshire on all of our courses. 
For more information please contact Andrew Day, Lead Tutor (Gedling), Inspire: 
Culture, Learning and Libraries: Telephone: 0115 804 4943; Mobile: 07552 290736 
 

Parish Newsletter by email 
 

If you’d like to receive the parish newsletter by email simply email Father Simon at 
simon.gillespie@dioceseofnottingham.uk, asking to be added.  It’s necessary to 
have parishioners’ consent to send the newsletter, and other messages, via email. 
 Likewise if you haven’t filled in a parish census form please consider doing so.  
The form can be found on the forms tab of the parish website. 
 

Financial Support of our Parish 
 

Thank you to those parishioners who give regularly via standing orders.  If you don’t 
do so, please consider what you can give.  Our parish is projected to make a loss of 
almost £25,000 this year, due to the lack of parish hall bookings and the reduction in 
weekly collection income.  If you’ve able to set up a standing order, the details are: 
• Account name: Our Lady of Victories Southwell RCP 
• Sort Code: 30-67-76 
• Account number: 45368360 

Many thanks to all our parishioners for your continuing generosity! 
 

Christmas Offering for Father Simon 
 

Very many thanks from Father Simon for the very kind and generous Christmas 
Offering given at the Masses on Christmas Day, and for the gifts given in at the 
presbytery (mainly of food and drink – how well you know your parish priest!) and 
for the dozens of Christmas cards.  This Christmas has been a beautiful celebration, 
may each one of you be blessed by God this Epiphany and throughout 2021!  



A prayer for life 
 

As we begin this new year, we pray for all who may be considering an abortion.  We 
pray that 2021 would see a decrease in cases of abortion, and instead a year of 
increased support, both practical and emotional, from all of us in society, bettering 
the care for all expectant mothers.  Lord hear us.	
 

Right To Life UK have set up and easy to use tool which will enable you to email your 
MP asking them to make it clear to the Government that it should not give into 
demands from the assisted suicide lobby to reconsider the legalisation of assisted 
suicide.  It only takes 30 seconds to email your MP by visiting the link below: 

https://righttolife.org.uk/StopAssistedSuicide 
 

 

Prayers for … 
 

Please remember in your prayers especially: 
X All those affected by the coronavirus 

outbreak – those infected, those caring for 
them, those who have died, and those who 
mourn. 

X Jennifer Tildsley, who died on 31st 
December.  May she rest in peace! 

X Bridget Morgan, who is in her final agony 
in these days. 

X All of those preparing to marry in 2021, 
that they might be blessed with life-long 
fidelity and ever-growing love for each 
other. 

X The Benefactors of the Johnson Fund, that 
they might be granted their eternal 
rewards. 

X Clergy of our diocese who are sick at this 
time: Monsignor Jonathan Moore, Canon 
Michael Moore, Fathers John Cairns, Anthony Colebrook, John Daley IC, Hugh 
Doherty, James Hannigan, Peter Harvey, Christopher Hogan, James Lynch, Frank 
McLaughlin, Robert Rutledge, Michael Tutcher; Deacons Tom Berrie, Stephen 
Doona, William Hutchinson and Robin Pollard.  



Masses and Services this week 
 

Saturday 2nd January Saint Basil the Great and Saint Gregory Nazianzen 
  No morning Mass 
   Second Sunday after Christmas 
S 6.00pm Mass Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
Sunday 3rd January  Second Sunday after Christmas 
C 10.45am Mass John Herd RIP (2nd anniversary) 
Monday 4th January Christmas Feria 
  Mass  Father Michael Horrax RIP 
Tuesday 5th January Christmas Feria 
  Mass  Benefactors of the Johnson Fund 
Wednesday 6th January SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
  Mass  Mary Back RIP 
Thursday 7th January Thursday after the Epiphany 
  Mass  Father John Miller RIP 
Friday 8th January  Friday after the Epiphany 
  Mass  Mike Murtagh RIP 
Saturday 9th January Saturday after the Epiphany 
  No morning Mass 
    Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
S 6.00pm Mass  John Hodgkinson RIP 
Sunday 10th January Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
C 10.45am Mass  Neil Gillespie RIP (16th anniversary) 
 

Readings at Masses this week 
 

Sunday Ecclesiasticus 24:1-2.8-12; Psalm 147:12-15.19-20; 
  Ephesians 1:3-6.15-18; John 1:1-18 
Monday 1 John 3:7-10; Psalm 97(98):1.7-9; John 1:35-42 
Tuesday 1 John 3:11-21; Psalm 99(100); John 1:43-51 
Wednesday Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 71(72):1-2.7-8.10-13; Ephesians 3:2-3.5-6; 
  Matthew 2:1-12 
Thursday 1 John 3:22-4:6; Psalm 2:7-8.10-11; Matthew 4:12-17.23-25 
Friday 1 John 4:7-10; Psalm 71(72):1-4.7-8; Mark 634-44 
Saturday 1 John 4:11-18; Psalm 71(72):1-2.10-13; Mark 6:45-52 


