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3rd May 2020 : Fourth Sunday of Easter  
 

 

My sheep hear my voice!  Almighty ever-living God, lead us to a share in the joys of 
heaven so that the humble flock may reach where the brave Shepherd has gone 
before.  Today is known as Good Shepherd Sunday, for the Gospel is always taken 
from Saint John, where Jesus speaks of himself as the ‘Good Shepherd’.  A shepherd 
leads his flock and Jesus is the shepherd who leads his followers.  The sheep know 
his voice, trust him, and will follow only him. In the same way, we also keep today as 
Vocations Sunday, when the Church prays for new ‘good shepherds’ to lead our 
Christian communities, especially at this difficult time. 

In the First Reading, Peter proclaims to the crowd that Jesus is both Lord and 
Christ.  They are invited to have faith in Christ, and by repenting and being baptised, 
they will be forgiven.  Peter reminds them that God’s promise is for everyone.  This 
familiar Psalm demonstrates the hope and trust of the psalmist in the Lord who is 
my shepherd, and who cares for me providing guidance, comfort and rest.  In the 
Second Reading, Peter continues encouraging the people to follow Christ’s example 
and to put their trust in God, particularly when times are difficult or unjust.  By dying 
on the cross he has healed us and brought us back to God.  In the Gospel, Jesus tells 
his disciples – and us – that he is the gate of the sheepfold; it is in following him that 
we can have the fullness of life. 

In my prayer this week I may want to take time to 
speak to Jesus as my shepherd and reflect on what that 
means for me.  On this Vocations Sunday, perhaps I can also 
consider how I am responding to the way Jesus is calling me, 
and pray that others also hear his invitation.  



Prayer during the Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

In these days when our churches must stay closed it’s a comfort to know that God is 
close to us and that he holds each of us in the palm of his hand.  We are encouraged 
to use the Holy Father’s prayer, to Our Lady, as we seek Divine protection: 
 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. 

At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. 
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. 

We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, 
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 
and bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, 

to the joy of the Resurrection.  Amen. 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test 
and deliver us from every danger, 

O glorious and blessed Virgin.  Amen. 
 

Access to a Priest or the Sacraments 
 

During these days when our Catholic churches throughout the country have to 
remain closed Mass is still celebrated every day for the intentions of all the 
parishioners of Southwell and Calverton, and for the specific intentions you have 
requested.  If you need to contact Father Simon, please get in touch. 

Justine, our parish secretary, is now working from home, but can be contacted 
through the parish email address, and is collecting the post regularly. 
 As requested by the Prime Minister on 23rd March, public religious celebrations 
are not taking place for the time being.  Funeral Services can still be held, at the 
cemetery or crematorium, and a Requiem Mass or Memorial Mass can be celebrated 
later, when it’s possible to gather again in church. 
 If you or someone you know wishes to be anointed with the Sacrament of the 
Sick please speak with Father Simon.  Likewise, if you or someone you know wishes 
to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) this can be arranged 
directly with Father Simon.  



Ways to continue to participate in the life of the Church 
 

The readings and prayers for Mass each day can be found here: 
• https://universalis.com/europe.england.nottingham/mass.htm 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from our Cathedral in Nottingham at the following times: 
• Sundays and Saturdays: 10am 
• Weekdays: 1pm 

The link to the televised Mass is here: 
• http://www.stbarnabascathedral.org.uk/01_Community/livestream.html 

 

Daily Mass is broadcast from the National Shrine and Minor Basilica of Our Lady in 
Walsingham each day at 12 noon: 
• http://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream 

 

Sunday Mass, celebrated by Bishop Patrick, will be broadcast from his chapel at 
Bishop’s House each Sunday at 10am: 
• www.youtube.com/channel/UCaf7upUMsn3Kl8GD79FotjQ/featured?fbclid=I

wAR1JRpqkdO0rHZY98bsnSC_N9TKbvSKXv0L5bT4yVCcMTHaVmAwaW4g-rAk 
Bishop Patrick is also celebrating other liturgies.  Check the Bishop’s YouTube 
channel (using the link above) for each day’s schedule. 
 

The Rosary is prayed throughout the day from the Shrine of Our Lady at the Grotto 
in Lourdes: 
• https://www.lourdes-france.org/en/tv-lourdes 

 

Resources for children and young people can be found via the Nottingham Diocesan 
Catholic Youth Service’s (NDCYS) website, where Father Simon will be a guest on 
‘Friday Night Live’ this week, on Friday at 6.00pm: 
• https://ndcys.com 

 

There are also ideas for children’s liturgy on Cafod’s website: 
• https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

 

In these days let us stay safe and well, with our eyes fixed on the Lord.  As our 
churches have to remain closed, let us open our hearts even wider.  As the Psalms 
say ‘Grow higher ancient doors and let the King of Glory enter.’  These are the doors 
of our hearts.  God knows well how to fill our lives.  We must open our hearts in 
prayer and silent welcome.  



Prayer for the Year of the Word 
 

Living God, you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures.  Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears and shows us how to live for one 
another.  Send us the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds so that we may be 
your witnesses throughout the world.  Amen. 
 

V. Your word is our path and your truth is our light.  R. This day and every day. 
 

Our Lady of the Annunciation : Pray for us. 
Saint Matthew : Pray for us.   Saint Jerome : Pray for us. 

 

Readings at Masses this week 
 

Sunday Acts 2:14.22-33; Psalm 15(16):1-2.5.7-11; 1 Peter 2:20-25; 
  Luke 24:13-35 
Monday  Acts 6:8-15; Psalm 118(119):23-24.26-27.29-30; John 6:22-29 
Tuesday  Acts 7:51-8:1; Psalm 30(31):3-4.6.8.17.21; John 6:30-35 
Wednesday 1 John 1:5-2:2; Psalm 102(103):1-4.8-9.13-14.17-18; 
   Matthew 11:25-30 
Thursday Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 65(66):8-9.16-17.20; John 6:44-51  
Friday Acts 9:1-20; Psalm 116(117); John 6:52-59 
Saturday Acts 9:31-42; Psalm 115(116):12-17; John 6:60-69 
 

Prayer for Priestly and Religious Vocations 
 

On this Vocations Sunday we pray especially for Vocations within the Church, and we 
are invited to pray this prayer for vocations, especially to the priestly life: 
 

Almighty God, we pray, give us holy priests to strengthen us in our Christian calling, 
that we may be more closely conformed to Christ and share more effectively in his 
saving work.  Through their ministry at the altar, and by their administration of the 
sacraments, may our lives be sanctified and become more closely associated with 
the redemptive sacrifice of Christ.  As they preach the Gospel and teach the faith 
may we be inspired to dedicate ourselves to the work of evangelisation.  As they 
serve our parishes may we be led into deeper communion of faith, hope and charity.  
O God, bless our diocese also with men and women who will serve the mission of 
the Church by taking religious vows, inspiring us with lives consecrated to you. 

Mary Immaculate – pray for us 
Saint Hugh of Lincoln – pray for us   The saints of our diocese – pray for us.  



Vocations Sunday : Today 
 

Today, Good Shepherd Sunday, is World Day of Prayer for Vocations : to the 
ordained ministries (priesthood and diaconate), to Religious life in all its forms (male 
and female, societies of apostolic life, to secular institutes in their diversity of the 
contemplative and apostolic), and to the missionary life. 

The purpose of this day is to publicly fulfil the Lord's instruction to, ‘Pray the 
Lord of the harvest to send labourers into his harvest’ (Matthew 9:38; Luke 10:2).  
Please pray that men and women hear and respond generously to the Lord's call to 
the priesthood, diaconate, religious life, societies of apostolic life or institutes. 

Light a candle, safely and have it lit for the day and each hour pray: ”Lord, send 
labourers into your harvest.” 

Pope Francis invites us : Dear friends, on this day in particular, but also in the 
ordinary pastoral life of our communities, I ask the Church to continue to promote 
vocations.  May she touch the hearts of the faithful and enable each of them to 
discover with gratitude God’s call in their lives, to find courage to say “yes” to God, 
to overcome all weariness through faith in Christ, and to make of their lives a song 
of praise for God, for their brothers and sisters, and for the whole world.  May the 
Virgin Mary accompany us and intercede for us. 

During the day pray the Prayer for this World Day of Prayer for Vocations: 
Holy Spirit stir within us the passion to promote vocations to the consecrated life, 
societies of apostolic life, diocesan priesthood, and permanent diaconate.  Inspire us 
daily to respond to Your call with boundless compassion, abundant generosity, and 
radical availability.  Help us to remember our own baptismal call to rouse us to invite 
the next generation to hear and respond to Your call.  Inspire parents, families, and 
lay ecclesial ministers to begin a conversation with young Catholics to consider a how 
they will live lives of holiness and sacred service.  Nudge inquirers and motivate 
discerners to learn more about monastic life, apostolic life, missionaries, cloistered 
contemplative life.  Ignite our Church with the confident humility that there is an 
urgent need for religious sisters, brothers, deacons, and priests to live in solidarity 
with those who are poor, neglected, and marginalized.  Disrupt our comfortable lives 
and complacent attitudes with new ideas to respond courageously and creativity 
with a daily 'YES!'  Amen. 

Two YouTube videos that you could watch : 
X https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=vocation+101%3a+what+is+vocatio

n%3f++youtube&docid=608028551120948280&mid=F7BC1D81799EE9065B2
9F7BC1D81799EE9065B29&view=detail&FORM=VIRE 

X https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=li1kICU31wA  



A People who Hope in Christ 
 

A Message from the Metropolitan Archbishops of the Catholic Church in England and 
Wales 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  
The radiance of the risen Lord shines upon us.  At a time when so many 

shadows are cast into our lives, and upon our world, the light of the resurrection 
shines forever to renew and restore our hope.  In the words of our Holy Father, Pope 
Francis: ‘In the midst of isolation when we are suffering from a lack of tenderness and 
chances to meet up, and we experience the loss of so many things, let us once again 
listen to the proclamation that saves us: he is risen and is living by our side.’ (27th 
March 2020) 

The impact of Covid-19, both nationally and internationally, has been 
immense.  So much of what we take for granted has changed.  Our health and 
physical interaction, our capacity to travel and gather, have all been affected.  There 
is uncertainty in our future, especially with work and the country’s economy.  As we 
know, very sadly, large numbers of people have died because of the coronavirus, and 
others have been or remain seriously ill.  Keyworkers, not least in the National Health 
Service and care sectors, are serving selflessly to sustain the life of our nation.  Our 
hearts and prayers go out to everyone who is suffering because of Covid-19, and to 
all those battling to overcome its effects.  May those who have died rest in peace 
and those who are bereaved find comfort. 

When the Prime Minister announced the lockdown, this included places of 
worship and therefore Catholic churches.  These measures were put in place to stem 
the general transmission of the virus.  It is right that the Catholic community fulfils 
its role in contributing to the preservation of life and the common good of society.  
This must continue until the restrictions applied by the Government are lifted. 

None of us would want to be in the situation in which we find ourselves.  While 
the live-streaming of the Mass and other devotions is playing an important part in 
maintaining the life of faith, there is no substitute for Catholics being able to 
physically attend and participate in the celebration of the Mass and the other 
sacraments.  Our faith is expressed powerfully and beautifully though ‘seeing, 
touching, and tasting.’  We know that every bishop and every priest recognises the 
pain of Catholics who, at present, cannot pray in church or receive the sacraments.  
This weighs heavily on our hearts.  We are deeply moved by the Eucharistic yearning 
expressed by so many members of the faithful.  We thank you sincerely for your love 
for the Lord Jesus, present in the sacraments and supremely so in the Holy Sacrifice  



of the Mass.  The bishops and priests of every diocese are remembering you and 
your loved ones at Mass each day in our churches as we pray ‘in hope of health and 
wellbeing.’  We thank our priests for this faithfulness to their calling. 

As the Government’s restrictions are relaxed step by step, we look forward to 
opening our churches and resuming our liturgical, spiritual, catechetical and pastoral 
life step by step.  This will also be of service to those beyond the Catholic Church who 
depend on our charitable activity and outreach through which much goodness is 
shared by so many volunteers from our communities. 

None of us knows, as yet, how or when the lockdown will end.  There is likely 
to be a phased return to travelling and gathering.  As a church, we are now planning 
for this time and our discussions with the statutory public health agencies and 
Government representatives are ongoing.  Together with Catholics across England 
and Wales we desire the opening of our churches and access to the sacraments.  
Until then, we are continuing to pray and prepare. 

We want to acknowledge with gratitude the service of our fellow bishops and 
priests, our deacons and religious, our families and lay faithful, together with all our 
parish and school communities, for the wonderful ways the life of the faith is being 
nourished at this time, especially in the home.  We also pay tribute to the Catholic 
organisations and networks that are working to support the vulnerable and needy. 

On that first Easter day, the disciples were in lockdown and the doors were 
closed.  In their isolation the Lord Jesus came among them and said ‘Peace be with 
you.’  May the peace of the risen Lord reign in our hearts and homes as we look 
forward to the day we can enter church again and gather around the altar to offer 
together the Sacrifice of Praise. 
 

We unite in asking the intercession of Our Blessed Lady and assure you of our 
prayers and blessing 
 

Yours devotedly in Christ,  
 

✠ Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of Westminster 
✠ Malcolm McMahon OP, Archbishop of Liverpool 

✠ Bernard Longley, Archbishop of Birmingham 
✠ George Stack, Archbishop of Cardiff 

✠ John Wilson, Archbishop of Southwark  
 

Memorial of Saint Joseph the Worker 
1st May 2020  



From Pope Francis for May, the Marian Month 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
The month of May is approaching, a time when the People of God express with 

particular intensity their love and devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary.  It is 
traditional in this month to pray the Rosary at home within the family.  The 
restrictions of the pandemic have made us come to appreciate all the more this 
“family” aspect, also from a spiritual point of view.  For this reason, I want to 
encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of praying the Rosary at home in the 
month of May.  This can be done either as a group or individually; you can decide 
according to your own situations, making the most of both opportunities.  The key 
to doing this is always simplicity, and it is easy also on the internet to find good 
models of prayers to follow.  I am also providing two prayers to Our Lady that you 
can recite at the end of the Rosary, and that I myself will pray in the month of May, 
in spiritual union with all of you.  I include them with this letter so that they are 
available to everyone.  Dear brothers and sisters, contemplating the face of Christ 
with the heart of Mary our Mother will make us even more united as a spiritual family 
and will help us overcome this time of trial.  I keep all of you in my prayers, especially 
those suffering most greatly, and I ask you, please, to pray for me.  I thank you, and 
with great affection I send you my blessing. 

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 25th April 2020 
Feast of Saint Mark the Evangelist 

Pope Francis 
 

First Prayer to Our Lady 
O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who, at the foot of the cross,  

were united with Jesus’ suffering, and persevered in your faith. 
“Protectress of the Roman people”, you know our needs, 

and we know that you will provide, so that, as at Cana in Galilee, 
joy and celebration may return after this time of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the will of the Father 
and to do what Jesus tells us. 

For he took upon himself our suffering, and burdened himself with our sorrows 
to bring us, through the cross, to the joy of the Resurrection.  Amen. 

We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God; 
Do not despise our petitions in our necessities, 

but deliver us always from every danger, O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. 



Second Prayer to Our Lady 
“We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God”.  In the present tragic situation, 
when the whole world is prey to suffering and anxiety, we fly to you, Mother of God 
and our Mother, and seek refuge under your protection. 

Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this coronavirus 
pandemic.  Comfort those who are distraught and mourn their loved ones who have 
died, and at times are buried in a way that grieves them deeply.  Be close to those 
who are concerned for their loved ones who are sick and who, in order to prevent 
the spread of the disease, cannot be close to them.  Fill with hope those who are 
troubled by the uncertainty of the future and the consequences for the economy 
and employment. 

Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father of mercies, that 
this great suffering may end and that hope and peace may dawn anew.  Plead with 
your divine Son, as you did at Cana, so that the families of the sick and the victims 
be comforted, and their hearts be opened to confidence and trust. 

Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who are on the 
frontline of this emergency, and are risking their lives to save others.  Support their 
heroic effort and grant them strength, generosity and continued health. 

Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests who, in their 
pastoral concern and fidelity to the Gospel, are trying to help and support everyone. 

Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women engaged in scientific 
research, that they may find effective solutions to overcome this virus. 

Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and generosity they 
may come to the aid of those lacking the basic necessities of life and may devise 
social and economic solutions inspired by farsightedness and solidarity. 

Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds invested in 
developing and stockpiling arms will instead be spent on promoting effective 
research on how to prevent similar tragedies from occurring in the future. 

Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members of one great family 
and to recognize the bond that unites us, so that, in a spirit of fraternity and 
solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless situations of poverty and need.  Make 
us strong in faith, persevering in service, constant in prayer. 

Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress and 
pray that God will stretch out his all-powerful hand and free us from this terrible 
pandemic, so that life can serenely resume its normal course. 

To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope, do we entrust 
ourselves, O Clement, O Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary. Amen.  



Some practical points 
 

Although Masses won’t be celebrated publicly for the foreseeable future, if you wish 
to have a Mass offered for a particular intention simply put a Mass envelope with 
the details through the presbytery letterbox, or email Father Simon directly.  The 
daily Mass intentions will continue to be published in the newsletter. 
 

Since there are no Sunday collections it’s greatly appreciated when parishioners are 
able to give their offerings via standing order.  Sincere thanks to those parishioners 
who have set-up new standing orders.  If you’ve not set one up yet, but are able to 
do so, the details your bank will need are: 
• Account name: Our Lady of Victories Southwell RCP 
• Sort Code: 30-67-76 
• Account number: 45368360 

Many thanks to all our parishioners for your continuing generosity! 
 

Newsletter via email 
 

If you’d like to receive the parish newsletter by email simply email Justine (the parish 
secretary, at olv.rcchurch@gmail.com, asking to be added to the list.  In these 
coming days when it isn’t possible for parishioners to get to Mass it would be very 
helpful to have parishioners’ written consent (via email is fine) to send out the 
newsletter, and possibly other urgent messages, via email. 
 

Job Opportunity in the Diocese 
 

The Diocese of Nottingham seeks to appoint a Director of Adult Formation for 
Mission to work with Bishop Patrick and the parishes of the diocese to lead the 
creation and delivery of opportunities for adult formation, promoting the Diocesan 
Vision and Mission, the three themes of Encounter, Discipleship and Missionary 
Discipleship, and helping our people to grow in confidence as practical, engaging, 
Spirit-filled witnesses of Jesus Christ in their everyday lives. 
This position would suit a committed Catholic, qualified in theology, catechetics, 
evangelisation or pastoral ministry, experienced in leading catechesis and 
evangelisation and with a passion for the mission of the Church. 
The salary is £45k - £50k, dependant on qualifications and experience.  For more 
information and an application pack please email office@dioceseofnottingham.uk  
The closing date is Monday 25th May.  



Prayers for … 
 

Please remember in your prayers especially: 
X All those affected by the coronavirus outbreak – those infected, those caring for 

them, those who have died, and those who mourn 
X Bishop Leo McCartie, former Bishop of Northampton, who died on Saint George’s 

Day, 23rd April, aged 94.  May he rest in peace! 
X Pauline Grumett, sister of Deacon Anthony Sullivan of Nottingham, who died on 

Monday 27th April.  May she rest in peace! 
X Clergy of our diocese who are sick at this time: Monsignor Jonathan Moore, 

Fathers John Cairns, Tony Colebrook, Hugh Doherty, James Hannigan, Peter 
Harvey, Slawomir Hermanowicz, Chris Hogan, Michael Horrax, Jim Lynch, Frank 
McLaughlin, Robert Rutledge, Michael Tutcher; Deacons Stephen Doona, and Bill 
Hutchinson. 

 
A reflection from ‘Marriage Matters’ 

 

Feeding your sheep 
John 10:10 describes us as ‘sheep’.  God watches over and feeds us with his Word, 
and in the Eucharist.  With God’s help we have created a few more sheep, so we pray 
for His help, read books, use the internet to protect our children from the harm done 
by the ‘media’ and many of today ‘addictions’.  That’s being good shepherds. 
 

Thank You to our parishioners 
 

27th April 
Dear Father Simon, 
Just a short note to thank all at Our Lady of Victories for their very kind gift to support 
our work.  This gift will enable us to continue to provide the social, emotional and 
spiritual support that enables victims to journey towards becoming survivors. 
With warm wishes 
Leanne and all at Medaille Trust 
 

The Feast of the Polish Constitution 
 

All are invited to a celebration on Sunday 3rd May : Boston : 8.30pm.  The Facebook 
page is : Polskie Duszpasterstwo Boston.  Provide a decorated room, a Polish flag, 
candles, flowers, suitable attire (national dress), a celebratory meal afterwards.  



Masses and Services this week 
 

During these days, although parishioners aren’t able to attend Mass, 
Father Simon will continue to celebrate Mass each day 

for your requested intentions. 
 

Saturday 2nd May  Memorial of Saint Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor 
  Mass  Mary Back RIP 
Sunday 3rd May  FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
  Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
Monday 4th May  Feast of the English Martyrs of the Reformation 
  Mass  David Gudgeon RIP 
Tuesday 5th May  Easter Feria 
  Mass  Sabina May Crosse RIP 
Wednesday 6th May Easter Feria 
  Mass  Mary Butler RIP 
  Funeral Service Krystyna Joanna Jadwiga Smith 
Thursday 7th May  Easter Feria 
  Mass  Ron D’Praser - sick 
Friday 8th May  Easter Feria 
  Mass  Mike Murtagh RIP 
Saturday 9th May  Easter Feria 
  Mass  Mary Back RIP 
Sunday 10th May  FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
  Mass  Pro Populo (people of the parish) 
 

Pope’s Prayer 
Intentions 

 

For Deacons  We pray 
that deacons, faithful in 
their service to the Word 
and the poor, may be an 
invigorating symbol for 
the entire Church. 


